
 

  

St. Philip the Apostle 
 Catholic Church 

2308 3rd Street ∙ Huffman TX   77336 

                            Facebook.com/stphiliphuffmantx          www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

 

 

 

Parish Office 
  Phone: 281-324-1478 
  Fax: 281-715-5533  
  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
 
Mailing Address 
   PO Box 2363  
   Huffman, TX 77336 
 
Office Location 
   2308 3rd Street 
   Huffman, TX 77336 
   Hours: Monday-Friday 
   9:00 am–1:00 pm 

Pastor 
   Rev. Richard Barker 

Mass Times  
 

Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 
Daily Mass  
  Tues & Thurs: Noon 
  Wed & Fri: 9:00 am 
  First Sat: 9:00 am 
 
Adoration  

Wed: 9:00 am–1:00 pm 
 
Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 3:00-3:30 pm   
  Or by appointment  

“MyParish” smartphone app 

Spirit and Truth Newsletter 
April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 
                                                               

Follow the Instructions 

My fellow parishioners, how often have 
we bought a new appliance or assembled 
an IKEA “some assembly required” 
product and initially ignored the 
instructions boldly saying, “I’ve got this!”?
Similarly, our everyday chores and 
commitments are often begun without 
grounding ourselves in lessons learned in Sunday homilies and our Catholic 
education.  Ironically, we go about doing God’s work in our life’s vocation, but all 
too often we do not take advantage of the support and counsel set in the Bible as 
instructions for us to follow.  “All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. [2Tim 3:16-17] 

Another Bible citation instructs us on how to keep our eye on the true prize.  
“‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’  He said to him, ‘What is written 
in the law? How do you read?’  And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’  And he said to him, ‘You have 
answered right; do this, and you will live.’” [Lk 10:25-28]   

This Easter season is a great opportunity to follow the instructions set in the 
Baptismal Promises: 

To Live among God's faithful people. 
To Hear the word of God and Share in the Lord's Supper. 
To Proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed. 
To Serve all people, following the example of Jesus. 
To Strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

With these instructions in mind, we are more likely to go about our day asking, 
“What can I do for others?” instead of “What should I do for myself?” 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Rebuilding our Liturgical Ministry Team:   
Lay Readers and Eucharistic Ministers  Needed 

To  give your  “YES,” please fill out the application in the Sacristy, speak with Fr. Barker after Mass, or call the parish 
office.  

Even if you have previously enrolled in our Ministry Scheduler Pro online, St. Philip needs you to  recommit in 
order to “re-start” this very important  devotion to the Mass, serving our parish families.   

Thanks to all who have already submitted your new lay ministry application. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith 

We had a wonderful turnout for our Lenten Bible Study!  We were very happy to see some new faces and have new 
voices share in our journey. 

JCF will resume our regular meeting schedule of meeting on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month, beginning 
on April 14 with emmausjourney.org , NAB version. 

We are an interactive group, bringing our past experiences and knowledge to the group with our discussions. You do 
not have to have extensive knowledge to join us… some sit quietly taking in the discussion, others actively partici-
pate.  Please accept this invitation to ALL.  We would love to have you join us! 

Upcoming dates: April 28 (print the readings for May 2) and May 12 (print the readings for May 16) 

For more information, contact Ray & Deb at 719-660-8880 or 
rdkessler@stphilip.cc.  

St. Augustine’s Prayer  
to the Holy Spirit  

Breathe into me, Holy Spirit, that 
my thoughts may all be holy.  

Move in me, Holy Spirit, that my work,    
too, may be holy.  

Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, that I may 
love only what is holy.  

Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, that I may 
defend all that is holy.  

Protect me, Holy Spirit, that I may      
always be holy. 

Sunday Masses and Daily Mass Update 

St. Philip will not have daily Mass from Thursday, April 15 thru Saturday morning, May 1.   

Fr. Brady Williams SOLT will be here to celebrate our Saturday 4 PM and Sunday 8:30 & 11 AM Masses on the 

weekends of April 17 - 18 and April 24 - 25.  Welcome, Fr. Brady!  

During this time, our parish office will remain open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday from 9 am - 1 pm (but 

not Thursdays).  
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ST. PHILIP FIRST ANNUAL  
BABY BOTTLES FOR LIFE 

Monetary donations will be accepted after all Masses  
April 24 - 25 and May 1 - 2    

(Visit the information table in the foyer) 
Check or Cash (no coins please) 

Make check to: St. Philip Women’s Guild  
Please write “Baby Bottles for Life” in the memo on your check.  

 
These proceeds will be given to Birthright of Humble, a volunteer 
crisis pregnancy counseling center.  Your gift, combined with those of 
other churches, means Birthright of Humble will be there to help 
mothers make the right choice. 

Your gift is appreciated and any amount will help! 

First Reading [Acts 3:13-15, 17-19] 
Second Reading [1Jn 2:1-5a] 

Gospel [Lk 24:35-48] 

Upcoming CCE Dates: 

    Last Day of Sunday CCE:   Sunday, April 25 

    Last Day of Wednesday CCE:  Wednesday, April 28 

    Spring CCE Registration:  April 24 - 25 after all Masses 

    Vacation Bible School Registration:   May 22 - 23 after all Masses 

    First Communion Mass:  May 2 @ 11:00 am Mass 

    Vacation Bible School, Volunteer Meeting:  May 5 @ 7:00 pm 

    Vacation Bible School, Decorating Days:  June 9 - 11 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

    Vacation Bible School Program:  June 14 - 18 @ 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 

    AYC, Adolescent Youth Conference:  July 30 - August 1 

Continue to watch the bulletin and check the St. Philip website for updates.  CCE and VBS registration will be online 
this year!  Links will be posted before the registration dates.  There will be a few forms available on registration 
weekends.  
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   It’s been a great year in CCE! 
CCE would like to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who made this year successful!  
Our CCE program is blessed to have dedicated Catechists and parents who value the 
importance of a strong and nurturing catechetical program.  Not only did we have a full 
year of fun and learning in our Sunday and Wednesday classes, but we were able to start 
two new programs in the parish this year.   

Our Faith in Action and Children’s Liturgy programs provided even more ways for our 
students and families to be involved in the parish, as well as promoting the importance of 
serving our greater community.  Please see p. 3 for the exciting events we have coming this 
summer.  We would love to have you join us! 
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Volunteer Meeting for Vacation Bible School 
Wednesday May 5 @ 7:00pm in the large classroom 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Women’s Guild 
The Women’s Guild assists other parish ministries by providing receptions and decorating the parish hall. Upon 
request, we host funeral receptions in the parish hall or deliver food dishes to the deceased’s  family home. We 
support charities outside of St. Philip.   

The group is about parish women enjoying life in Christ together. Our members celebrate the warmth, talents, 
experiences and feelings of one another as we work and pray together. We are open to having others in our lives, 
and we hope our new members will include you!  We meet on the second Tuesday of each month.  Our next 
meeting is April 13 at 10:30 am in the Parish Hall. 

 
Knights of Columbus 

2021 College  
Scholarships 

 
 

The Knights of Columbus will award two (2) 
scholarships valued at $500 each to Class of 2021 
graduating high school seniors who are registered 
members of St Philip's parish or whose fathers are 
members of St. Philip the Apostle Knights of 
Columbus Council #9794.  

To apply, graduating seniors are 
required to submit a complete 
application by May 1st. Scholarship 
applications may be downloaded 
from the Knights website at 
www.KofC9794.org. 

 Adults are needed to be Crafts, Music, Games, Pre-K, Skit, Snack, and Bible leaders 
High School and older are needed to be Group leaders and Asst. Rotation Leaders 

 Middle School (current 6th grade and up) are needed to be co-leaders and helpers 

 VBS will run Monday June 14 – Friday June 18 from 9:30am – 12:30pm. 

Decorating will be Wednesday June 9 – Friday June 11, 9:00am – 3:00pm each day. 

Come and see how you 

can be part of the fun! 

SPRING FOOD DRIVE 
Sponsored by  

Mary’s Blessings Ministry and St. Philip CCE students 
 

 

April 17th and 18th St. Philip will have a Food Drive to 
help our local Food Pantry at the First Baptist Church 
“restock” during these trying days.  Boxes will be in the 
vestibule throughout the weekend. We thank you for 
your contributions to Christ’s vineyard.   Pick up a flyer 
in the vestibule for more details. 

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is 
to share with him who has none and whoever has 

food is to do likewise.”  [Luke 3:10-11]                                      
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St. Philip Ministry Event Schedule 
“And he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
ministered to him.”  [Mk 1: 13] 

Date Event Day Time Location More info (pg) 

Sundays Children’s Liturgy  Sunday 8:30am Mass St. Philip Call office 

Upcoming CCE Future Dates 3 Check website for details  

April 17-18 Spring Food Drive       
(Pick up Flyer) 

Weekend 
 Masses After all Masses Narthex 5 

April 24-25 
May  1-2 Baby Bottles for Life 

Weekend 
 Masses After all Masses Narthex 3 

April 28, 2021 
Journey in the Catholic 

Faith (JCF) Wednesday 7:00 pm—8:30 pm Parish Hall 2 

May 5, 2021 VBS Volunteer Mtg. Wednesday 7:00 pm 
Large 

Classroom 5 

May 11, 2021 Women’s Guild Tuesday 10:30 am Parish Hall 5 

May 30, 2021 
High School Seniors 
Mass & Luncheon Sunday 11:00 am Mass St. Philip 6 

June 14-18, 2021 CCE Bible School Mon. thru Fri. 9:30am-12:30pm Upcoming 5 

                                                                                        

Mail your check to:  

St. Philip the Apostle 
PO Box 2363 
Huffman, TX 77336 

Use our mailing address to 
set St. Philip the Apostle 
as a vendor in your bank’s 
online bill pay. Scan QR code. 

Place in the collection 
basket at Mass.  

Download the 
MyParish app, 
set St. Philip 
as your 
Church, and 
tap the 
“Giving” 

Ways to Give to St. Philip 

 

Together we  

accomplish so much... 

Diocesan Service Fund (DSF) 

Our St. Philip DSF Goal for 2021: $30,000  
Your support is very much appreciated! 

 
Please visit https://www.archgh.org/ways-to-give/

diocesan-services-fund-dsf/  to learn more about the 

Graduating Senior  
Mass and Luncheon 

Sunday May 30 @ 11:00 Mass 

St. Philip will honor our graduating college and high 

school seniors with a blessing at the 11:00am Mass on 

Sunday May 30.  The graduates and their families are 

then invited into the parish hall for a luncheon to cele-

brate their accomplishments.     

If you have a graduating senior who would like to be 

included in this special day, please e-mail or text Becky 

Pursell; bpursell@stphilip.cc or 713-516-7376.   

mailto:bpursell@stphilip.cc
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For the past few months, we celebrated two amazing 
seasons of preparation, Advent and Lent.  We knew 
that by following the instructions set by Scripture (with 
Jesus as our teacher), that our hearts, souls, and minds 
would stand ready for the miracles of Jesus’ birth at 
Christmas and the Resurrection of Jesus at Easter.  
“‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
law?’ And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’” [Mt 22:36-37]  

Now, during Easter Season, it is time for action!  Again, 
we turn to Scripture so that we can follow Jesus’ 
instructions towards a righteous life with the goal of 
eternal salvation.  Divine Mercy Sunday last week 
instructed us to surrender to Jesus through humility 
and to trust in His forgiving mercy.  “He has showed 
you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 

(Continued from page 1) 

Follow the Instructions 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?” [Mic 6:8] 

The Good News of the Bible is that we have no need 
to go it alone when guided by the teaching of Christ.  
“Anyone who goes ahead and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God; he who abides 
in the doctrine has both the Father and the 
Son.”   [2Jn 1:9]   

By walking humbly with God, we trust that Jesus will 
guide us, for example, to join that new St. Philip 
ministry we have been thinking about or to reach out 
in other charitable acts.  “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.  In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths.” [Prov 3: 5-6] Let us be guided by the 
instructions in the Bible.  Let us read the instructions!  
Sincerely in the heart of Jesus, Tim Logsdon 

Become an Active Member in a Parish Ministry 

We are happy to have all of you as part of our St. Philip family. We are a small but mighty Parish. All parishioners 
play vital and active roles in the life of our Parish. If you or your family has not yet found a ministry to take part in, 
use the beginning of this new year as a chance to do so.  

All of our ministries are reaching out for you to join them in fellowship, while serving our Church and community. 
Enjoy the featured articles about the many active ministries at St. Philip. Read about their goals and projects for the 
year, then decide which ministry your time and talent can serve best. There is a need and place for all to serve. 

God calls everyone to serve the Church first and always. Then our Lord Jesus calls you to serve the poor in 
spirit, meek, the sorrowing, those hungry for justice, the merciful, the clean of heart, the peacemakers and finally 
those who suffer persecution because they bear the name of Jesus. [cf.  Mt 5:3-10]   

Pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance. God won’t let you down. Open your mind and heart to his call to serve and 
participate.  Ask God to inspire you, to give you compassion and to give you determination. You are called to a 
mighty work in Christ! There’s always room in God’s kingdom for something special! It begins with you.  

Mary’s  
Blessings 

Liturgical  
Ministries 

CCE 
Journey in the  
Catholic Faith 

Contact information for each ministry can be found on p. 10 of the Spirit and Truth News-
letter.  Our ministry heads would love to hear from you and help you get involved. 
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Mass Intentions 
Sunday Masses   

Saturday,  April 17 
  4:00 pm -  + Martin and Jaime Rios + 

 Sunday,  April 18 
  8:30 am  -  People of the Parish 
  11:00 am -  + Lera Cordova + 

Daily Masses 

Monday, April 19 
   No Daily Mass 
Tuesday,  April 20 
   No Daily Mass 
Wednesday,  April 21 
   No Daily Mass 
Thursday,  April 22 
   No Daily Mass 
Friday, April 23 
   No Daily Mass 

Sunday Masses  

Saturday, April 24 
 4:00 pm–  + John and Catherine Dulan + 

 Sunday, April 25 
   8:30 am–  People of the Parish 
  11:00am–  + Edward and Agnes Fink + 

To have a Mass offered, please call our St. Philip parish 
office at (281) 324-1478. We will let you know what 
Masses are available in the liturgical calendar. Mass 
intentions may be requested for most weekday and 
weekend Masses. 

Request a Prayer 

Did you know that you can request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention by using our parish app? 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, choose 
PRAYER REQUEST.  Fill out the form and your prayer re-
quest will be sent to our Prayer Warriors group.  We will 
also add your loved one to our prayer list which is always 
found on p. 8 of our Spirit and Truth Newsletter.  You are 
always welcome to call or email the parish office with 
any prayer requests. 

 
 
 
 

This is not for Mass Intentions.  If you'd like to offer a 
Mass for someone, please call the parish office.) 

Altar Flowers Given 
 

All are invited to sponsor a bouquet in memory of a 
loved one or in celebration of a joyous occasion.  The 
donation for a bouquet is $50.   

Available dates to sponsor a bouquet can be found in 
the "Altar Flowers" binder on the display case next to 
the main front doors.  Please fill in the information for 
the date you choose, and using one of the "Altar  
Flowers" envelopes found in the back of the binder, 
please drop your donation in the collection basket 
during Mass. 

 

 

 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Barbara Crowley, St. Philip Parishioners 

For the repose of the souls of . . .  

+Frank Escobedo +  

Music Director  
Position Available 

SAINT PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, Huffman 

TX (Lake Houston area) seeks a 

Choir Director who is a skilled 

keyboardist. This is a paid faith

-based position requiring 20 

hours weekly. A resume and two interviews with 

audition are required. 

The Music Director /Keyboardist is responsible for 

developing a strong teaching-based Catholic music 

program, leading adult choir practice, 3 weekend 

liturgies and important occasions such as weddings, 

funerals, quinceaneras, and occasional support for 

Continuing Christian Education. 

St Philip provides a state of the art sound system, 

grand piano, electronic keyboard, pipe organ, office 

and practice area. 

Please direct all inquiries and resumes to: Father 

Richard Barker:   pastor@stphilip.cc 

We look forward to hearing from you.  +++ 
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SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
If you have been participating actively at least six 
months after registration in the parish, you may ask 
for an appointment with the pastor or pastoral 
associate to begin marriage preparation. Marriage 
preparation requires six months.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
Children age 6 or younger, the following documents 
are required before baptism date may be scheduled: 
parish registration, birth certificate, and baptism class 
certifications. Godmother and Godfather must be in 
good standing as practicing Catholics. 
 

If you have been participating actively at least six 
months after registration in the parish, you may call 
the parish office to begin baptismal preparation.  

FUNERAL SERVICES 
To ensure that parish ministers can assist you, 
please call the parish office before setting dates 
and times for funeral services. Regarding per-
sonal spoken remembrances at funeral  
liturgies, St. Philip parish adheres to the poli-
cies of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
By appointment. Please call our office to make 
arrangements. 
 
Please call our Church office  at (281) 324-1478 
if you are in need of these sacraments. 

Sacraments 

Office Secretary Position Available 
SAINT PHILIP THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH, Huffman, TX (Lake Houston area) is 

seeking a part-time office employee who is able to work in a Christian faith-based 

office environment.  The office employee must be dependable and understand the 

level of confidentiality expected of the position.  Organization and communication 

skills are a must, as the part-time office work job is part of the larger, office team in 

place.   

Responsibilities: 

•  Committed to part-time working hours of Monday– Friday; 9 am – 2 pm 

• Collaboration with office team to ensure all office needs are understood and met 

• Professional relationship with Pastor, parish ministries and parishioners 

• Solid understanding of Catholic practices in order to assist and/or guide parishioners and guests 

• Office tasks include filing, answering the phone, and welcoming visitors 

Required: 

• Must be a practicing Catholic 

• Computer proficiency in MS Office applications and Google apps 

• Communication with Pastor, ministry leaders, vendors, and office team 

• Organizational skills 

Please direct all inquiries and resumes to:  Fr. Richard Barker at pastor@stphilip.cc 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

+++ 

mailto:pastor@stphilip.cc
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Nikki Metzler 
    nikkinoelmetzler@yahoo.com 
    936-521-9483 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    cherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  
 
 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
    Dianne Truitt  
     (713) 823-4948 
     dtruitt@stphilip.cc 
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 233-0829 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

Find us on Facebook 
facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.o

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 


