
 

  

St. Philip the Apostle 
 Catholic Church 

2308 3rd Street ∙ Huffman TX   77336 

                            Facebook.com/stphiliphuffmantx          www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

 

 

 

Parish Office 
  Phone: 281-324-1478 
  Fax: 281-715-5533  
  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
 
Mailing Address 
   PO Box 2363  
   Huffman, TX 77336 
 
Office Location 
   2308 3rd Street 
   Huffman, TX 77336 
   Hours: Monday-Friday 
   9:00 am–1:00 pm 

Pastor 
   Rev. Richard Barker 

Mass Times  
 

Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 
Daily Mass  
  Tues & Thurs: Noon 
  Wed & Fri: 9:00 am 
  First Sat: 9:00 am 
 
Adoration  

Wed: 9:00 am–1:00 pm 
 
Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 3:00-3:30 pm   
  Or by appointment  

“MyParish” smartphone app 

Spirit and Truth Newsletter 
May 23, 2021 

Pentecost Sunday 
                                                               

A Mother’s Love 

My dear parishioners, it is the hint of her 
smile, I suppose, that first caught my 
attention. Everything about her face 
contributed to the moment -- her 
mysterious eyes, her beautiful complexion, 
her youth. She looked in my direction. I 
know she saw me, but I can tell she looked 
at many others as well.  

She regarded me in such a way that I 
actually received her smile as a gift. Yet, 
somehow, I perceived myself to be its cause. She discovered something good in 
me and shared her happiness. In that moment of recognition, so intense and 
alive, I had the sense that anyone would feel the way I do. Who told her about 
me? Why do I have the sense that she knew me before anyone told me her 
name? 

I know a smile lasts for only a moment or two, and most encounters between 
persons are all too brief as well. But the power of her smile compelled me to look 
at her face, to learn what was special about her, to imprint her features in my 
memory, to hold briefly that which can never be captured.  

Her smile, of course, conveyed welcome and reassurance. It gave me permission 
to look at her eyes with the confidence of knowing that she would not turn away. 
How could I know what gave her such pleasure? Her eyes are beautiful, intently 
alive, suggesting that she always will know more about me than ever I can 
perceive in her. But is enough for me to know that her smile is genuine and 
immediate, and that her goodness is far-reaching. 

You may look into this woman’s eyes, but don't expect to see boundaries or 
walls. Her soul seems infinite; it is God you are looking at through her. You might 
be afraid of falling in, but don’t be afraid to study her loveliness or draw her in 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Women’s Guild: New Officer Installation 

On May 11, the new Women's Guild officers were installed for a two-year term, 2021-2023. Pictured below are: 
Left to right, Carol Asher-Treasurer, Kathy O'Donnell- President, Pat Pabst - Vice-President, and Mary LeJeune-
Secretary.   Congratulations to these ladies for their commitment to serve as officers for the next two years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dianne Truitt was honored for her eight years of service to the Women's Guild.  She served two terms as President 
and two terms as Secretary. Her dedication and hard work are greatly appreciated.   

Maureen Rode, former President, presented Dianne Truitt some flowers and a small token of the Guild's apprecia-
tion.   

We welcome all women of St. Philip to join this great organization. We work together for the love of our parish.  
We will resume our monthly meetings in September.  Watch for meeting updates in the bulletin and online. 

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT  
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

Young and old, adult and teen, suburban and rural, hardworking and dedicated -- these are the words that de-
scribe our “faith family”. Connecting all these people together is the search for God in a rapidly changing culture. 

Catholics at St. Philip view the discovery and development of their identity as an important life task. They value 
work that provides a sense of purpose. They strive for love and belonging. And they are comfortable with differing 
spiritualities and devotions. Most of all, Catholics are eager to experience the presence of God. 

Christians today, especially younger Catholics, realize that faith formation is a life-
long endeavor. They hunger for God’s presence and what it means to live ethical-
ly. They want a holistic spirituality that embraces both their lives and their Catho-
lic religion. Catholics today highly prize the importance of personally discovering, 
testing and probing the mysteries of faith. They are very sensitive to the demands 
of compassion, justice and the peace which only Christ can give. 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the 
parish life of our Catholic community. We wish to collaborate with you on ways 
that will enrich your work, your relationships, your spiritual lives and your person-
al identity. 

When our patron saint Philip the Apostle invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said 
simply, "Come and see."  [John 1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see 
our faith family! 
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Upcoming CCE Dates: 

    Spring CCE Registration and VBS:  Ongoing online 

    Vacation Bible School Registration:   May 22 - 23 after all Masses 

    Vacation Bible School, Decorating Days:  June 9 - 11 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

    Vacation Bible School Program:  June 14 - 18 @ 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 

    AYC, Adolescent Youth Conference:  July 30 - August 1 

Continue to watch the bulletin and check the St. Philip website for updates.  CCE and VBS 
registration will be online this year!  Links will be posted before the registration dates.   

Graduating Senior  
Mass and Luncheon 

Sunday, May 30, 11:00 am Mass 

St. Philip will honor our graduating college and high 

school seniors with a blessing at the 11:00am Mass on 

Sunday May 30.  The graduates and their families are 

then invited into the parish hall for a luncheon to cele-

brate their accomplishments.     

If you have a graduating senior who would like to be 

included in this special day, please e-mail or text Becky 

Pursell; bpursell@stphilip.cc or 713-516-7376.   

mailto:bpursell@stphilip.cc
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Congratulations on Your First Communion! 

To our First Communion Class:  We are delighted to celebrate this special day with you and your family.  May you 
all continue to grow in faith, learning, and love. 

It is a wonderful gift to be in the state of Sanctifying Grace, to participate at Mass, and to receive the Body of Christ 
as often as you can.  We are very proud of you! 

Congratulations to Eric D., Francesca D., Keegan G., Matthew H., Jolee H., James K., Santiago M.,  

Ximena M., Ava O., Rigby O., and Grayson W. 

 

Women’s Guild Cookbook Sale 

COWBOY STEW!  FORGOTTEN COOKIES!  THE CALIFORNIA LOUIE!  AND SO MANY MORE! 

The Women’s Guild has put together a beautiful cookbook with 
equally delicious recipes from our own parishioners.   

All proceeds go directly to the Women’s Guild.  The money raised 
will fund the guild in all the work they do to support the parish.  The 
guild provides personal service to the care of the sanctuary and sac-
risty, provides the flowers that adorn the altar, coordinates the re-
ceptions after special services, as well as many behind the scenes 
parish activities.   

Cookbooks are located in front of the glass display case at the main 
doors.  The cost of each cookbook is $10.00.   

Checks should be made out to: St. Philip Women’s Guild with memo: 
Cookbook  
Payments can be made at the parish office or mailed to:  

Carol Asher, Women’s Guild Treasurer 
24243 Red Deer 
Huffman, TX 77336 
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Thank You for helping to 
fill our baby bottles 

Women’s Guild and Mary’s Blessings 
These proceeds (Wow! $1,632) will be given 
to Birthright of Humble, a volunteer crisis 
pregnancy counseling center.   

Your gift, combined with those of other 
churches, means Birthright of Humble will be 
there to help mothers make the right choice. 

Children’s Liturgy 
St. Philip was truly blessed to begin and maintain a Children ’s Liturgy program at 
the 8:30 am Mass.  Thank you to Nikki Metzler and Becky Pursell for all the hard 
work they put into making this a success.  It took a lot of dedication to find and 
implement a program that would be fun, but also reverent and meaningful to the 
young parishioners at St. Philip.  From making sure they had beautiful linens and a 
special Lectionary just for them, not a detail was missed in order to make the 
Children’s Liturgy program something the kids will learn from and remember.  Our 
dedicated group of parent volunteers have worked together to make there was a 
well prepared “team” ready to engage the children every Sunday.   

We are so excited to bring in Jessica Schneider as the new lead of Children ’s Liturgy.  We will adjust our 
schedule for the summer months, but are using this time to brainstorm and prepare for a full return in the 
Fall.  We always welcome new volunteers to our team.  If you have any questions, please contact Jessica at 
jmarrs7@hotmail.com. You will get as much from volunteering as the kids do participating!  We hope to have 
you join us! 

Summer Schedule: 
        There will be NO Children’s Liturgy during the month of May. 

Children’s Liturgy will be held on: 

 June 6, July 4, and August 1 

Weekly Celebration of Children’s Liturgy resumes: 

September 12, 2021 

Is cleaning out your closets on your 

Summer “to do” list?   

 

 

 

 

Save your gently-used coats, windbreakers, fleece & 
hoodies for donation! 

Winter Coat Drive  
Coming October 2021 
You can help NOW 

(Sponsored by Journey in the Catholic Faith 
and St. Philip Knights of Columbus)  

Also, retail stores have winter-closeout sales going on 
right now, so we thought this would be a good time to 
be on the "look-out" for some great buys.  As you are 
shopping, keep your eyes peeled for some super 
purchases to donate for this Winter Coat Drive.   

Contact Ray or Deb Kessler at 832-644-8078. 
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A Mother’s Love 

your imagination. Through her, I’ve begun to learn 
something about the depth of the human soul. I know 
that, unlike God's eternity, the human soul has 
heighth and depth, length and breadth. We human 
beings are creatures, lacking natural powers to see 
things as they really are. We need God. We need a 

spiritual mother just as the 
angels do. 

I'm not the only one who 
experiences such things. 
Many people understand 
that her soul is a kind of 
window to Christ who is 
alpha and omega, infinity 
itself. If you dared to plant 
yourself directly in the 
path of her gaze, she 
would not deny you were 

there. But seeing you, she would look beyond you, 
nonetheless. Her eyes and smile are meant to be 
received and understood by countless others. You can 
count on this. She will touch you like no other.  

She is Our Lady of Divine Grace, you see, the mother 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the years since I first met 
her, I learned that Mary is the vessel par excellence 
through which our Lord pours out his surpassing grace 
to the world. It is true, isn’t it, that a person can smile 
even though he or she is alone. Now I know very well 
that the Most Holy Trinity has given Mary the ministry 
of the smile--a grace and a power to bring Our Lord's 
faithful followers to rejoice at any moment of the day 
or night, anywhere in the world, from the present 
moment into timeless eternity.  

It's a lovely thought, it seems to me, that you don't 
have to be perfectly conscious of Mary's love and 
mediation in order to receive it and benefit from it 
from moment to moment. Our Lady of Divine Grace is 
proof that you’re never alone or without a mother’s 
love. Her loves goes forth from her Immaculate Heart. 
It searches for you an discovers you. For your part, 
you best show your gratitude by praying her Rosary 
and celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass on her 
great feast days.  

There is a comprehension, at once subtle and quite 
obvious, that Christ grants to artists who love his 

(Continued from page 1) 

mother and all the 
saints. These artists, 
"writing" the Gospel 
with their plastic arts, 
know intuitively how 
to portray the Mother 
of God. Invariably, 
serious artists always 
show her looking 
downward. This is a sign of Mary’s humility and the 
saints who imitate her spiritual hiddenness.  

The living saints of this generation are submissive to 
God and know the meaning of his presence in their 
lives. Equally important, I believe, is the fact that Mary 
and the heavenly saints are portrayed as looking in our 
direction. Mary’s work, whether on earth or in heaven, 
is with human beings not angels. Our God knows what 
we need. How he loves us! 

Our Lady of Grace is portrayed with open arms. Mary, 
alone of all the saints, is capable of smiling upon us in 
such a way that every believer can experience being 
sheltered in her very arms. The Mother of God offers 
all her spiritual children the fullness of her love and 
maternal care as if each individual was the only person 
in the world. 

I would be remiss if I didn't mention the hint of 
sadness in Mary’s smile and in the depth of her eyes. 
Our Lady of Divine Grace is the new Eve. She stands 
above the serpent whom she has crushed with her 
heel.  [cf Gen 3:15]  Unlike Eve who cooperated with 
evil, Mary collaborated with her son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, to destroy evil.  

Of course, Mary smiles at 
the victory of her son over 
sin and death. But she 
remembers with sadness 
the great price that her 
Son Jesus paid on the 
cross for our salvation. 
She was there. She saw it 
all. She suffered the hour 
of trial like no other 
human being on earth. 
Little wonder, then, that 

Mary the Mother of the Church knows our sufferings 

(Continued on page 7) 
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St. Philip Ministry Event Schedule 
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices  

are pleasing to God.”  [Heb 13:16] 

Date Event Day Time Location More info (pg) 

Upcoming CCE Future Dates Check website for details  3 

May 26, 2021 
Journey in the Catholic 

Faith (JCF) Wednesday 7:00 pm—8:30 pm Parish Hall 7 

May 30, 2021 
High School Seniors 
Mass & Luncheon Sunday 11:00 am Mass St. Philip 3 

June 6, 2021 Children’s Liturgy Sunday 8:30 am Mass St. Philip 5 

June 14-18, 2021 CCE Bible School Mon. thru Fri. 9:30am-12:30pm Upcoming 3 

Rebuilding our Liturgical Ministry Team 

Lay Readers and Eucharistic Ministers  
Needed 

To  give your  “YES,” please fill out the application in 
the Sacristy, speak with Fr. Barker after Mass, or call 
the parish office.  

Even if you have previously enrolled in our Ministry 
Scheduler Pro online, St. Philip needs you to  
recommit in order to “re-start” this very important  
devotion to the Mass, serving our parish families.   

Thanks to all who have already submitted your new lay 
ministry application. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith 
JCF will resume our regular meeting schedule of meeting 
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month, using  
emmausjourney.org , NAB version. 

 

For more information,  

contact Ray & Deb at : 

719-660-8880 or  

rdkesler@stphilip.cc.  

 

Please accept this invitation to ALL.  We would love to 
have you join us! 

Upcoming Dates Readings for 

May 26 May 30 

June 9 June 13 

June 23 June 27 

and comes to our aid.  

When you look at Our Lady’s face prayerfully, realize 
in your heart that she is interceding for you. It is her 
motherhood, I’ve discovered, that draws me back to 
rejoice in her beauty, to admire and emulate her 
humble service, and to know I am never alone. She 
leads us by the hand to her son.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Saint John Paul II, of blessed memory, said that 
all human longing resolves itself into a search for the 
truth, indeed for a person in whom we can place our 
trust.  [cf. Fides et Ratio no. 33]  That person is the 
Lord Jesus. Jesus is the Christ, and Christ is the Truth. 
Our Blessed Mother speaks truthfully to us when she 
says, "Do whatever he tells you"!  [Jn 2:5]  

Sincerely in the hearts of Mary and Jesus, Father 
Richard Barker. +++ 

(Continued from page 6) 

A Mother’s Love 
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Music Director  
Position Available 

SAINT PHILIP THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

Huffman TX (Lake Houston area) seeks a Choir Director 

who is a skilled keyboardist. This is a paid faith-based 

position requiring 20 hours weekly. A resume and two 

interviews with audition are required. 

The Music Director /Keyboardist is responsible for 

developing a strong teaching-based Catholic music 

program, leading adult choir practice, 3 weekend 

liturgies and important occasions such as weddings, 

funerals, quinceaneras, and occasional support for 

Continuing Christian Education. 

St Philip provides a state of the art sound system, 

grand piano, electronic keyboard, pipe organ, office 

and practice area. 

Please direct all inquiries and resumes to: Father 

Richard Barker:   pastor@stphilip.cc 

We look forward to hearing from you.  +++ 

Mass Intentions 
Sunday Masses   

Saturday,  May 22 
  4:00 pm -  Cosette Boyd 

 Sunday,  May 23 
  8:30 am  -  People of the Parish 
  11:00 am -  + Angie and Tony Rotelli  + 

Daily Masses 

Monday, May 24 
   No Daily Mass 
Tuesday,  May 25 
   + Matthew Fiengo + 
Wednesday,  May 26 
   + Aaron Tauzin + 
Thursday,  May 27 
   No Daily Mass 
Friday, May 28 
   + Fr. Barker  + 

Sunday Masses  

Saturday, May 29 
 4:00 pm–  + Sheila Guilbeau + 

 Sunday, May 30 
   8:30 am–  People of the Parish 
  11:00am–  + Mary Louise Rodriguez  +  

To have a Mass offered, please call our St. Philip 
parish office at (281) 324-1478. We will let you 
know what Masses are available in the liturgical cal-
endar. Mass intentions may be requested for most 
weekday and weekend Masses. 

Request a Prayer 

Did you know that you can request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention by using our parish app? 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, choose 
PRAYER REQUEST.  Fill out the form and your prayer re-
quest will be sent to our Prayer Warriors group.  We will 
also add your loved one to our prayer list which is always 
found on p. 8 of our Spirit and Truth Newsletter.  You are 
always welcome to call or email the parish office with 
any prayer requests. 

 
 
 
 

 
(This is not for Mass Intentions.  If you'd like to offer a 
Mass for someone, please call the parish office.) 

Altar Flowers Given 

 

All are invited to sponsor a bouquet in memory of a loved 
one or in celebration of a joyous occasion.  The donation 
for a bouquet is $50.   

Available dates to sponsor a bouquet can be found in the 
"Altar Flowers" binder on the display case next to the 
main front doors.  Please fill in the information for the 
date you choose, and using one of the "Altar  
Flowers" envelopes found in the back of the binder, 
please drop your donation in the collection basket during 
Mass. 

 

 

 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Sylvia Hale, St. Philip Parishioners 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
If you have been participating actively at least six 
months after registration in the parish, you may ask 
for an appointment with the pastor or pastoral 
associate to begin marriage preparation. Marriage 
preparation requires six months.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
Children age 6 or younger, the following documents 
are required before baptism date may be scheduled: 
parish registration, birth certificate, and baptism class 
certifications. Godmother and Godfather must be in 
good standing as practicing Catholics. 
 

If you have been participating actively at least six 
months after registration in the parish, you may call 
the parish office to begin baptismal preparation.  

FUNERAL SERVICES 
To ensure that parish ministers can assist you, 
please call the parish office before setting dates 
and times for funeral services. Regarding per-
sonal spoken remembrances at funeral  
liturgies, St. Philip parish adheres to the poli-
cies of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
By appointment. Please call our office to make 
arrangements. 
 
Please call our Church office  at (281) 324-1478 
if you are in need of these sacraments. 

Sacraments 

Office Secretary Position Available 

SAINT PHILIP THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH, Huffman, TX (Lake Houston area) is 

seeking a part-time office employee who is able to work in a Christian faith-based office 

environment.  The office employee must be dependable and understand the level of 

confidentiality expected of the position.  Organization and communication skills are a 

must, as the part-time office work job is part of the larger, office team in place.   

Responsibilities: 

•  Committed to part-time working hours of Monday– Friday; 9 am – 2 pm 

• Collaboration with office team to ensure all office needs are understood and met 

• Professional relationship with Pastor, parish ministries and parishioners 

• Solid understanding of Catholic practices in order to assist and/or guide 
parishioners and guests 

• Office tasks include filing, answering the phone, and welcoming visitors 

Required: 

• Must be a practicing Catholic 

• Computer proficiency in MS Office applications and Google apps 

• Communication with Pastor, ministry leaders, vendors, and office team 

• Organizational skills 

Please direct all inquiries and resumes to:  Fr. Richard Barker at pastor@stphilip.cc 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

+++ 

mailto:pastor@stphilip.cc
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  
 
 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 233-0829 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

Find us on Facebook 
facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.o

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 


