
 

  

History of Offering a Mass Intention 

The tradition of offering Masses for others, 
particularly for the deceased, originates in 
the very early Church. The catacombs 
under the city of Rome bear evidence that 
the Christians gathered there to pray for 
their followers who were buried there.   
Inscriptions discovered on tombs in these 
catacombs during the second-century 
evidence this practice: for example, the 
epitaph on the tomb of Abercius (d. 180), 
Bishop of Hieropolis in Phrygia, begs for prayers for the repose of his soul.  
Tertullian (c. 200) attested to observing the anniversary of a spouse with prayers 
and sacrifices, i.e. the Mass.  The Canons of Hippolytus (c. 235) explicitly mention 
the offering of prayers for the dead during the Mass.  

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (d. 386) in one of his many catechetical discourses, 
explained how, at Mass, both the living and the dead are remembered, and how 
the Eucharistic Sacrifice of our Lord is of benefit to sinners, living and dead.  St. 
Ambrose (d. 397) preached, "We have loved them during life; let us not abandon 
them in death, until we have conducted them by our prayers into the house of 
the Lord." 

St. Augustine (d. 430) recorded the dying wishes of his mother, St. Monica, in 
his Confessions: "One thing only I ask you, that you remember me at the altar of 
the Lord wherever you may be."  Also, Pope St. Gregory (d. 604) said "Let us not 
hesitate to help those who have died and to offer our prayers for them."   In the 
New Testament, 2 Timothy 1:18, St. Paul prays for a dead man named 
Onesiphorus.   

Why did St. Monica wish her son to pray for her after her death?   Why did Pope 
St. Gregory recommend praying for the dead?   Perhaps they remembered II 
Maccabees 12:43-46 “He then took up a collection among all his soldiers, 
amounting to two thousand silver drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem to 
provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he acted in a very excellent and 
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Joining any of our St. Philip ministries provides opportunity for personal spiritual  
growth and for contributing to the beauty of our Masses.  Our lay ministers 
proclaim the Sunday readings and distribute the Eucharist.   

We encourage your YES to be on the lay reader team.  While Eucharist Ministers 
(EOM) are not yet scheduled, our goal is to have two lay readers at each Mass as 
soon as we can increase our volunteers.  Thanks to all who prepare diligently and 

are excited to assist by proclaiming the readings at our Masses.  

For more information, please contact the parish office or visit with Father Barker in the sacristy after Mass.   

~ Ministry Invitation Series ~  Lay Ministers Needed 

Safe Environment training is required for all Lay Ministers.  See p. 2.  

Safe Environment Training 
“All clergy, employees, contracted school 
personnel, volunteers, members of 
groups, movements, and organizations 
over the age of 18, who work, volunteer 
or participate in any capacity are required 
to complete the Archdiocesan Safe Envi-

ronment Training and a criminal background check 
before they may begin employment or volunteer ac-
tivities.” Office of Child and Youth Protection 

St. Philip appreciates every parishioner and their 
ministry and service to the parish.   

To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Gal-
veston-Houston, EVERY member of EVERY ministry 
needs to have training in the diocese’s Safe Envi-
ronment program, by THIS WEEKEND.   

The program is completely online, complete at your 
own convenience, no email address needed.  A link 
and directions can be found by clicking the “Safe En-
vironment Training” button on our St. Philip homep-
age.  The following link will also provide you with 
more information and instructions on how to begin. 
Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for 
questions or assistance. 
https://www.archgh.org/offices-ministries/office-of-child-

and-youth-protection/safe-environment-training-for-

adults/ 

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 
We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors, and our guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic 
community.  Visitors who want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are encouraged to contact 
our parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice@stphilip.cc.  More information and parish registration 
forms can be found by visiting our website. 

Our receptions for the IGNITE Campaign 
will be held on: 

 Thursday, October 14th at 7:00 PM 

 Saturday, October 16th following the 
4:00 PM Mass 

 Sunday, October 17th following the 
8:30 AM Mass 

Kindly RSVP by calling the parish office.  
 

We hope to see every parish  
family at a reception. 
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New Altar Server Training - Oct. 3, 10, 17 

The 16th Generation 
              New Altar Server training is scheduled for 3 consecutive Sunday mornings (Oct 3, 10, 17) from 9:30 to 
10:45 AM. Training will take place in the worship area and sanctuary. 

     Requirements: First Communion, 3rd grade.  

 Parents, your family must strongly support our Server Corp, most especially by your regular attendance 
at Saint Philip. Altar Servers serve weekly. Thus, they will grow and mature in their service. 

Our high school acolytes will welcome the new servers and train them carefully in the service of the 
Mass. Moms and dads are invited to be present at every server training session. 

We invite all young persons 3rd grade and up to join our Altar Server Corp and make St. Philip’s Mass a 
welcoming experience as we worship the Most Holy Trinity. Over the years, we’ve watched many Altar Servers 
grow and mature into outstanding young Catholic men 
and women.  

Mark your calendars for our fall training program.  
Pick up your registration forms in the sacristy after Sunday 
Mass and return them as soon as possible.  

Sincerely in Christ, 
Reverend Richard Barker 
Pastor  
+++ 

 CCE Program Kick-Off! 
“This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” [Psa. 118:24] 

The start of each school year is always a bustling time of preparation, excitement, expectation, and maybe even 
one last wish that summer wouldn’t end.  Returning to CCE classes at St. Philip adds one more feeling to the list:  
GRATITUDE.  We are grateful to be returning to our beautiful campus with our CCE families.  We are thankful 
that you have made attending CCE classes a priority on your already busy schedule.  Our Catechists are ready to 
share their love and knowledge of our Catholic faith this year. 

All our CCE classes are off to a great start!  It always add an extra joy to Sunday mornings when the hallway is full 
of laughing voices, getting ready to go into their classrooms.  It is always exciting to see how much our youngest 
parishioners are growing from year to year.  

Children’s Liturgy:  Our Children’s Liturgy pro-
gram has returned to its weekly schedule.  All children 
are invited to attend Sunday mornings during 8:30 am 
Mass.  We have had an amazing turnout the last couple 
of weeks and are always looking for new volunteers to 
join us.  For more information or to volunteer, please 
contact Jessica Schneider. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF): 

We will continue our study of Genesis, Ch. 32-33.  
Meetings are the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the 
month at 7 pm.  Plan to join us if you are dropping off 
your CCE student.  We welcome all parishioners to 
join at any time.   
For more information, please see our parish website. 
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St. Philip Women’s Guild  

make donations to local catholic charities and any 
ministry within our own church that need our help.   

We also have a reception committee who will get 
together when needed to help with church functions such 
as First Communion and Confirmation.  Our ladies also 
help members such as bringing food to those members 
who are in need. 

We will be planning a dinner for new members and also a 
Christmas celebration.  We are always open to new ideas 
and ways to celebrate our Catholic faith. 

I am looking forward to a great year with fun activities 
and socializing with some of the lovely Catholic women 
from our church.  God bless you all, Kathy O’Donnell 

Priesthood Sunday 
(September 26th) 
Spiritual Bouquet 
presented to 
Father Barker from 
the Women’s 
Guild. 

As president of the Women’s Guild I could not be more 
proud of the awesome women I get to work with.  Oh, 
did I say work?  Oh no!  This year we are going to have 
fun! 

After the few years we have been through with the 
floods and rebuilds we need to regroup and get to enjoy 
each other’s company again and meet some new ladies 
who have joined our congregation.  

We recently had our membership drive.  We have new 
members and returning members who have joined our 
awesome group.  Of course if you missed the 
membership drive you can join at any time by contacting 
me or any member of the guild. As a member you will 
receive an email each month to keep you informed on 
what we are doing. 

Our monthly meetings are on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 10:00 am at the church.  At these meetings we 
plan the activities that will take place in the following 
months.  We also have luncheons on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month at local restaurants. In September we went 
to Sharkys in Kingwood.  All ladies are invited so we 
encourage you to bring a friend.  Now I know some 
ladies cannot attend these meetings during the day so 
we are planning to have some activities in the evenings 
as well.   

Our next activity will be joining with the K of C for the 
golf tournament.  We will be selling bags of cookies, 
baked goods and have a surprise raffle.  The knights are 
allowing us to receive full profit on what we sell.  Thank 
you so much, Knights! These fundraisers allow us to Safe Environment training is required for participation in the 

Women’s Guild. See p. 2. 

 

21st Annual Charity Golf Tournament 

 Saturday, October 16, 2021 
                     Atascocita Golf Club  

The entire parish can help support the great ministry 
of the Knights!  Start getting your teams together 
now.  Not a golfer, no problem!  The Knights need vol-
unteers to help run the event and make it successful.  
Sign-up flyers are available on the counter near our 
Church entrance.   

BBQ Chicken Sale 
THIS WEEKEND 

What a great excuse not to cook and to help the 
Knights support our charities in the Huffman area! 

The KofCs will be at the North 
entrance of Church after all 
Masses.  Cost for the BBQ 
chicken is $10.  If you have never 
had the chance to try their great 
fare, now is the time! Thank you 
for all your Support! 

The St. Philip chapter of the Knights of Columbus is a main supporter of many on-campus ministries, 
including our CCE program.  The Knights donate to and support charities in our larger community and 
archdiocese as well.  K of C is starting off it’s 2021 year with the following activities for our parish. 

Knights of Columbus 

Safe Environment training is required for participation in K of C. See p. 2. 
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History of Offering a Mass Intention 

noble way, inasmuch as he had 
the resurrection of the dead in 
view.  For if he were not 
expecting the fallen to rise again, 
it would have been useless and 
foolish to pray for them in death.   
But if he did this with a view to 
the splendid reward that awaits 
those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy 
and pious thought.   Thus, he made atonement for 
the dead that they might be freed from this sin.”   

A practice of our church has always been to have 
Masses said for our deceased loved ones or for 
special intentions that we reserve in our hearts.   
Praying for our dead is beneficial to our grieving 
process, for we know that they will benefit from our 
prayers.   

In the Catechism, number 958 – Communion with 
the dead, it is written.   “In full consciousness of this 
communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus 
Christ, the Church in its pilgrim members, from the 
very earliest days of the Christian religion, has 
honored with great respect the memory of the dead; 
and ‘because it is a holy and a wholesome thought to 
pray for the dead that they may be loosed from their 
sins’ she offers her suffrages for them.”   Our prayer 
for them is capable not only of helping them but also 
of making their intercession for us effective.  The 
more often a Mass is offered, the more benefit is 
conferred. For example, 10 Masses offered for the 
repose of a soul confer 10 times the benefit of one 
Mass.  

So, from the earliest times, our church has prayed for 
our deceased loved ones.  How do we go about it 
today?   We can request Masses for our deceased 
parents, grandparents, children, or friends so that 
their souls may rise to heaven by the grace of our 
actions.  It is a long tradition in the Roman Catholic 
Church to make a small offering for each of these 
Masses.   

Just call the parish office at 281-324-1478 and 
request a Mass for your loved ones.  And like St. 
Monica, request that your family offers Masses for 
you.    Sincerely in Christ, Marie Hohmann  

(Continued from page 1) 

Eighth and Ninth Grade CCE 

During the second week of classes, Ms. Kristy and Ms. 
Maria’s class got to learn a little more about each oth-
er by playing  a spider web ice breaker.  They asked 
each other questions while crisscrossing a roll of yarn 
back and forth.  Even though their answers varied, 
they are still all connected by God’s love. 

 

Our Lord invites and welcomes us to 
visit and accompany Him for  

Adoration. 
This beautiful and sacred 
ceremony takes place at St. 
Philip each Wednesday 
morning.    

Bring your fellow ministry 
friends or family members 
to adore Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament and par-
ticipate in this special devo-
tion by lending it your voice in prayer and song.  
Adoration begins at  9 am and ends with Benedic-
tion, just before 11:45 am Mass. 

Jesus asked his apostles and us,  “Could you not 
spend one hour with me – in prayer?”  
[Mt 26:40]                                                                                           
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Request a Prayer 
Use our parish app to request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention! 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, 
choose PRAYER REQUEST.   
Fill out the form and your prayer request will be sent 
to our Prayer Warriors group.   
We will also add your loved one to our prayer list 
which is found on p. 6 of our Spirit and Truth News-
letter.   

Altar Flowers Given 

October 10, 2021 
Celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage 

By Eileen and Tim Logsdon 

 
We invite you to sponsor 
flower arrangements to 
adorn our Church altar 
for our weekend Mass 
celebrations. A flower 
arrangement may be 
offered to celebrate a 
loved one, an anniversary, a special event or joyful 
occasion, or as a memorial for your beloved 
deceased. 

Altar flowers remind us of God’s creation and the 
beauty of his handiwork. A Capuchin friar once said, 
"God has left us from Paradise three things: the 
stars, the flowers and the eyes of a child."   
Please call the parish office at (281) 324-1478 and 
our office team will be able to assist you in finding a 
date.   

 

Graces, Strength and Healing 
 Nick Jaramillo,  Tom and Kerri Jenkins ,  

St. Philip Parishioners 
For the repose of the soul of   

+ the Faithfully Departed + 

Mass Intentions 

  Sunday Masses  

Saturday, October 2 

 9:00 am  –  + Joann Cass + 

   4:00 pm –  + Patsy Benoit  + 

Sunday, October 3 
8:30 am – People of the Parish  
11:00 am –  Becky Hendricks 

  Daily Masses 

Monday, October 4 
   No Daily Mass 

Tuesday,  October 5 
   11:45 am -  No Daily Mass 

Wednesday,  October 6 
   11:45 am -  No Daily Mass 

Thursday,  October 7 
   11:45 am  -  No Daily Mass 
Friday, October 8 
   11:45 am - No Daily Mass 

Sunday Masses  
Saturday, October 9 
   4:00 pm –  + Miguel Ortiz  + 

 Sunday, October 10 
    8:30 am –  People of the Parish     
    11:00 am –  + Dr. Walter Corrigan  +  
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
  kod333@comcast.net 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
  832-276-3830 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 324-1478 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

   Find us on Facebook 
   facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  88202 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 

SACRAMENTS 

 SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 FUNERAL SERVICES 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

A flyer with basic information 
about these Sacraments is 
available on the information 
table near the entrance doors. 

Please call our Church office  at 
(281) 324-1478 if you are in need 
of these sacraments. 


