
 

  

Heaven is Very Close to Us 

My dear parishioners, God says, 
“Behold, I make all things new.”  [Rev 
21:5]  Our true destiny is life, eternal 
life, and our God is a God of the living. 
I believe anyone who is spiritually 
perceptive, who realizes that there are 
other ways to see than by mere 
human eyesight, understands that the 
angels and saints can see everything in 
heaven and on earth as God wills 
because they are perfect. 

The heavenly angels and saints are not in a happy hunting ground or roundup 
corral beyond the last star in space. They are much, much closer to us than we 
can imagine. In truth, the angels and saints and the heavenly realm are as near 
to us as an outstretched hand. We mortals typically cannot see heaven. Our 
spiritual sight is weak, and we are not yet perfected: “Eye has not seen, ear has 
not heard, nor has it yet dawned on man what God has in store for those who 
love him.”  [1Cor 2:9]   

Surely miracles are not thrown down to us here on earth from way up “there”. 
Consider that miracles have the power to change who we are, what we do, and 
who we are meant to become. When God permits us to behold great and 
beautiful things—even for a moment—we never forget. We are so privileged and 
yet so humbled. We want to share the good news of our miraculous experience 
and new awareness of God. We are inspired to change for the better. 

We want to hold on to the miracle in our lives—we don’t want to let go. In an 
instant, we comprehend how our world is so flawed and broken by sin and 
rebellion, and how very much we need God. I believe the great miracle is not so 
much the wonderful and miraculous event that appears to our eyes to be unique 
and unrepeatable. The greater portion is the miracle that takes place within the 
human heart. 

Actually, miracles occur when our eyes of faith and our eyes of sight converge for 
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Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
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Adoration - Wednesday 
  Exposition - 9:00 am 
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  Or by appointment  
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 
Wed Dec 22  11:45 am Daily Mass 
Thu  Dec 23  11:45 am Daily Mass 

Fri   Dec 24  4 pm  Christmas Eve (Vigil) 

Sat  Dec 25  10 am  Christmas Day Mass 
       (this will be the only Mass on December 25th; 
           no confessions) 
 
Sun  Dec 26  8:30 am and 11 am  Holy Family Mass   
      (Jesus, Mary, and Joseph) 

Fri    Dec 31 No Mass Today 
 
Sat  Jan 1 10 am The Mass of Mary,  Mother of God 
         (this will be the only Mass on January 1; 
           no confessions) 

 
Sun  Jan 2 8:30 and 11 am Mass of the Lord’s Baptism 

As of Spirit and Truth publication deadline, 
we have received 27 pledges, totaling 
$61,245.00 with 6% of our families 
pledging!  New totals will be announced in 
the November 28th bulletin   

Thank you to those who have made their 
gift. Lend your support today by making an 
online gift through our website or by 
bringing your pledge card to Mass. 
Thank you!  

https://ignitecampaign.org/ 

Join Us for Mass 

The Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary  

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  
And he came to her and said, ‘Hail, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!’”  [Lk1: 26-28] 

 
Mary’s conception is immaculate because she was 
conceived without original sin. The angel Gabriel 
acknowledges this when he hails Mary as “full of 
grace” [Luke 1:28]. Scripture scholars identify sever-
al theological ideas that confirm this. In the Old Tes-
tament, the sacred, pristine Ark of the Covenant 
held the presence of God. The presence of God is 
now held within a new “arc” — the womb of Mary. 
Genesis 3 also prophesies of a woman who would 
oppose the devil and whose child would crush the 
devil’s head. Christ is the “New Adam.” This passage 
sets up Mary, then, as the “New Eve.” Jesus and 
Mary are the beginnings of a new creation, one we 
all can participate in through the grace of our bap-
tism. After all, God’s love is more “original” than our 
sin! 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Wednesday, December 8 

Mass Times: 11:45 am and 7:00 pm 



 

3 

St. Philip CCE Celebrates All Saints Day 

On Sunday, October 31st the CCE elementary students cel-
ebrated All Saints Day! Students were invited to learn 
about a Saint, share their knowledge with classmates, and 
dress up as the Saint they learned about.  We had a won-
derful time learning about the Saints and their examples of 
faith, courage, love, and hope.  

St. Philip’s Women’s Guild 

The Women's Guild met for a new member dinner 
on Thursday Nov 4 @ El Jimador Mexican 
Restaurant. There were 13 women and Fr. Barker in 
attendance including 2 of our newest members, Lori 
Butler and Linda Araiza. A good time was had by all. 

Tamale presale this weekend! 
Last chance for presale is this weekend! 
Delivery at the church will be Dec 4-5. 
Chicken, pork and beef tamales will be available to 
order. 

Upcoming meetings: 
Our meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month @10:00 am at the church. 
Our next meeting will be Dec 14. All women are 
invited to attend. 

Safe Environment training is required for participation in JCF  
See p 6. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF): 

 We are concluding our study of Genesis on 
Wednesday, December 14 (Ch 48-50).  We welcome 
all parishioners to join at any time.  Gatherings will 
resume in January with a new study.   

For more information, contact Ray and Deb Kessler 
rdkessler@stphilip.cc 

 

Children’s Liturgy Volunteers 

We are very proud and happy to offer Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word at our 8:30 am Mass.  This program can only be 
successful with a team of volunteers.  Please consider be-
ing part of this important ministry.  All materials are pro-
vided for you, we just need YOU to make this successful.   

Contact Jessica at jmarrs7@hotmail.com for more  
information.   
 

Women’s Guild: 
Tamale Fundraiser 

Just in time for the holidays, it’s Tamale Time! 

Last Chance!! 

The Women’s Guild will take pre-orders for Granny’s 
Tamales November 20-21.  Tamales must be pre-
ordered. 
Your choice of chicken, beef, or pork tamales will be  
sold for $12/
dozen. 
The tamales will be 
available to pick-up 
on December 4-5.   
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Ways to Give to St. Philip 
Traditional: 
 Place in the collection basket at Mass  
 Mail your check to St. Philip (Please call the parish 
office to  receive envelopes.) 
Online: 
 Set St. Philip as your Church on the My Parish app 

 Tap the “Giving” button 
 Scan the QR Code with your 

Smartphone camera               

Upcoming Schedule 

November 25 - 26 - Thanksgiving Holidays; no Mass 
and parish office will be closed.  We will follow our 
regular weekend schedule November 27 - 28. 

December 8- Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
Holy Day of Obligation; Mass will be at 11:45 am and 
7:00 pm.  The parish office will be closed. 

The parish office will be closed December 24 - De-
cember 27 for Christmas. 

Our regular office hours are M - F from 9 am - 1 pm.   
We are always happy to have you 
stop by!  Please call before you visit 
to ensure our office team is available 
to assist you. 

            Wants vs. Needs 

Ms. Maria and Ms. Heather taught our sweet kindergartners and first graders the 
difference between wants and needs.  The kids gave some very exciting ideas of 
some of their “wants.”  Our group was very excited about cars and candy and all 
things princess.  We then talked about how we could live a good, healthy life with-
out these “wants.”  The important things though, our “needs” are the things that 
were most important for us to live.  The kids did a great job brainstorming essen-
tials such as food, drink, homes, and our faith! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cristo Rey Jesuit is a private catholic school serving 
families of low economic means, providing students 
the opportunity to strive for college. We are also the 
ONLY school in Houston that can provide the unique 
opportunity to work at one of over 100 different cor-
porate companies, gaining real & valuable work ex-
perience and while building a resume that will set 
them apart from the rest of their peers.... and we do 
this all for HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!!     

To inspire and prepare students of limited economic 
resources to succeed in college and lead their com-
munities as compassionate, committed, 
and competent men and women for others for the 
greater glory of God. 

To learn more, visit:  https://cristoreyjesuit.org/ 
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Heaven is Very Close to Us 

a few moments—perhaps a little longer—allowing 
us to see heaven and earth come together. Our 
perceptions become extraordinary, and we are able 
to see things, and into things, and know things that 
are truly beyond ordinary human powers.  

The true miracle is that which takes place in your 
very own self—for however long God may will—and 
you are able to glimpse the great miracle that 
surrounds you always.  [cf. Willa Cather, DEATH 
COMES FOR THE ARCHBISHOP]  You see, God’s 
heaven is here. His heaven is as close as your 
outstretched hand!  
When a loved one dies, his soul is not banished 
beyond our reach, beyond our love. To the contrary, 
our loved ones are brought very close to us, much 
closer than we can imagine. This is why you are 
responsible to care for them by praying to Jesus, 
offering devotions on their behalf, and having 
Masses said for them. 
If we cannot see Jesus with imperfect human 
eyesight, well then, let us purify ourselves so that 
we may behold our Lord by faith. Otherwise, we 
could never speak of the Mystical Body of Christ. If 

(Continued from page 1) 
heaven—its shining city Jerusalem, the angels and 
saints, and all our loved ones—were beyond our 
spiritual reach, our prayers, and our love, the 
communion of saints could not be possible. 
Therefore, with great conviction, we speak of the 
miracle of Jesus who rose from the dead, the “first 
fruits of those who have fallen asleep”.  [1Cor 15:20]  
Hold fast to the heavenly promise that our holy 
departed ones are not dead but rather alive. They 
walk with Christ whose loving hand guides their 
journey in light, or we may say, in the cool of the 
evening breeze.  [cf Gen 3:8]    

Little wonder that the venerable Eucharistic Prayer I 
in THE ROMAN MISSAL speaks of heaven as a “place 
of refreshment, light and peace”.  [ROMAN MISSAL 
Commemoration of the Dead]. Our Lord Jesus, the 
“Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end”  [Rev 22:13]  is steadfast to 
those who love him, so near, so wonderfully alive 
and radiant, crowned with “glory and honor” 
forever and ever.  [Heb 2:7; 13:21]  Sincerely in the 
hearts of Jesus and Mary. Your pastor, Reverend 
Richard Barker. 
+++ 

Westlake Cleaners, Atascocita, 7568 

FM 1960  E. (behind Whataburger), 
needs the support of our parish families. 
They deserve it because of all the help 
they’ve given St. Philip over the years, 
and especially after both floods. John 

and Tru helped clean our expensive liturgical 
garments, altar cloths, and various specialty items 
affected by floodwaters.  
Their small family-run business provides professional 
and consistently excellent garment care. We rely 
especially on their in-house laundry and dry cleaning 
services which has been a huge plus for us. Our 
treasured garments and linens are never shipped 
away to an anonymous factory site. 

Father Barker appreciates Westlake Cleaners’ 
consistent high standards of cheerful, dedicated 
service! Westlake keeps our parish running smoothly. 
You can be confident in taking your garments to 
Westlake Cleaners. We truly are grateful for their 
prompt and courteous professional services. +++  

Gratitude and Support  

 

        Thanksgiving Food Drive 

What wonderful parishioners we have, you filled 
our two pickups! The folks at the Huffman Food 
Pantry were thrilled at all the non-perishable 
food which you provided for them to put in 180 
Thanksgiving food baskets.  They will be handed 
out at the First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall on 
November 20th between  9 am and 12 noon or 
until they run out.  

 
Thank you for giving 

during this  
ThanksGIVING season!  
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Request a Prayer 
Use our parish app to request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention! 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, 
choose PRAYER REQUEST.   
Fill out the form and your prayer request will be sent 
to our Prayer Warriors group.   
We will also add your loved one to our prayer list 
which is found on p. 6 of our Spirit and Truth News-
letter.   

Graces, Strength and Healing 
Dora Torres, Alechia Shrewsbury, 

Parishioners in need 
For the repose of the soul of   

The Faithfully Departed 

Safe Environment Training 
“All clergy, employees, contracted school per-
sonnel, volunteers, members of groups, move-
ments, and organizations over the age of 18, 
who work, volunteer or participate in any ca-
pacity are required to complete the Archdioce-
san Safe Environment Training and a criminal 

background check before they may begin employment or 
volunteer activities.” Office of Child and Youth Protection 

To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Gal-
veston-Houston, EVERY member of EVERY ministry 
should NOW have training in the diocese’s Safe En-
vironment program.  

A link and directions can be found by clicking the 

“Safe Environment Training” button on our St. Philip 

homepage or using the link https://www.archgh.org/

offices-ministries/office-of-child-and-youth-

protection/safe-environment-training-for-adults/ 

Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for 
questions or assistance. 

Mass Intentions 

  Sunday Masses  

Saturday, November 20 

   4:00 pm –  + John Naquin + 

Sunday, November 21 

8:30 am – People of the Parish 
   11:00 am –  The Campisi Family 

  Daily Masses 

Monday, November 22 
   No Daily Mass 

Tuesday,  November 23 
   11:45 am -  + Matthew Migl + 

Wednesday,  November 24 
   11:45 am -  End of Abortion in America 
Thursday,  November 25 
   11:45 am  -  No Mass  
Friday, November 26 
   11:45 am -  No Mass 

Sunday Masses  

Saturday, November 27 
   4:00 pm –  + Victor Campisi + 
 Sunday, November 28 
    8:30 am –  Michael Holland 
    11:00 am –  People of the Parish 

Altar Flowers Given 

 

We invite you to sponsor flower arrangements to 
adorn our Church altar for our weekend Mass 
celebrations. A flower arrangement may be offered 
to celebrate a loved one, an anniversary, a special 
event or joyful occasion, or as a memorial for your 
beloved deceased. 

Altar flowers remind us of God’s creation and the 
beauty of his handiwork. A Capuchin friar once said, 
"God has left us from Paradise three things: the 
stars, the flowers and the eyes of a child."   

Please call the parish office at (281) 324-1478 and 
our office team will be able to assist you in finding a 
date.   
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
  kod333@comcast.net 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
  832-276-3830 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 324-1478 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

   Find us on Facebook 
   facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  88202 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 

SACRAMENTS 

 SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 FUNERAL SERVICES 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

A flyer with basic information 
about these Sacraments is 
available on the information 
table near the entrance doors. 

Please call our Church office  at 
(281) 324-1478 if you are in need 
of these sacraments. 


