
 

  

Christmas – Was, Is, Will be 

My fellow parishioners, as this season of Advent 
begins, we once again look to the future – with joyful 
expectation for the Nativity of our Savior, Jesus Christ – 
for what is “to come” (from Latin advenire).  
“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Imman'u-el.” [Isa 7:14] Equally important is to look to the 
past and acknowledge early Jewish ancestors from the Old Testament who also 
waited for deliverance.  They waited for the Messiah to return.  Our waiting for 
Christ may only be a few weeks in comparison to the exiled Israelites in the 
desert yearning for the Messiah, but it is equally as meaningful.  “Wait for the 
LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yea, wait for the LORD!” [Ps 
27:14] 

Everyone is familiar with The Christmas Carol (Charles Dickens, 1843), a play 
about a mean-spirited and selfish Ebenezer Scrooge who hates Christmas.  In a 
dream, three ghosts journey through time and teach Scrooge the error of his 
ways. Scrooge is transformed from greed and misery into forgiveness and 
kindness. When he wakes up on Christmas day, he is joy-filled, hosting a turkey 
dinner for the Cratchit family, full of the joys of Christmas. Today we know 
Ebenezer Scrooge as forgiver of Christmas Past, Reconciler of Christmas 
Present, and Hope for Christmas Future.  But wait! What? This 19th century fable 
has endured every year as a parable about THE Christmas Carol.  Could it be that 
Dickens’ “ghosts” were symbolic of the Holy Spirit’s gift of guidance?  And could 
the change in Scrooge reinforce the saving grace of Jesus, the true gift of 
Christmas, “the One who is the forgiver of Christmas Past, Reconciler of 
Christmas Present, and Hope for Christmas Future?”   

As we prepare our homes with Advent wreaths and Nativity scenes, decorate 
Christmas trees, and plan family reunions, we will be reminiscing about 
Christmases Past and creating memories of this joyful Christmas season.  We 
likely will not have ghosts in our dreams; but our St. Philip Advent liturgies and 
beautiful Nativity scene, God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
and hope for our families’ health and togetherness are assured through our 
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Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
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Adoration - Wednesday 
  Exposition - 9:00 am 
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 
Wed Dec 22  11:45 am Daily Mass 
Thu  Dec 23  11:45 am Daily Mass 

Fri   Dec 24  4 pm  Christmas Eve (Vigil) 

Sat  Dec 25  10 am  Christmas Day Mass 
       (this will be the only Mass on December 25th; 
           no confessions) 
 
Sun  Dec 26  8:30 am and 11 am  Holy Family Mass   
      (Jesus, Mary, and Joseph) 

Fri    Dec 31 No Mass Today 
 
Sat  Jan 1 10 am The Mass of Mary,  Mother of God 
         (this will be the only Mass on January 1; 
           no confessions) 

 
Sun  Jan 2 8:30 and 11 am Mass of the Lord’s Baptism 

We continue to IGNITE! Our Campaign totals 
continue to rise. We have now raised $132,015. 
THANK YOU!!! 

Fr. Barker is genuinely hoping we can reach 
$200,000.  Most parish families have yet to 
donate.   

Be a part of our success, and give back a small 

portion of that which you have been gifted by 

God. Make your gift online through our website, 

or bring your pledge card to Mass. Have 

questions? Contact our campaign rep, Jeff Weber 

at 888-757-5GIG or jweber@guidanceingiving.com  

The Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Holy Day of Obligation 

Wednesday, December 8 

Mass Times: 11:45 am and 7:00 pm 

Blessing of the Family  
Christmas Nativity Scene 

A common tradition is to place the figures of the Holy 
Family and the Magi apart from the Nativity set. As 
Christmas approaches, the figures of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph are placed closer and closer to the manger. 
Following Christmas, the figures of the Magi also 
move closer and closer to the manger stall, to be 
placed there on the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the 
Lord.  

Gather the family around the Nativity set or 
Christmas manger scene. Sing together Away in a 
Manger and pray together the Sign of the Cross. 
Then, offer the following prayer of blessing:  

“God of all creation, this Nativity set reminds us of 
Jesus, whose birth was witnessed by the stars in the 
sky, and the animals in the field. 
 (Invite children to decorate the manger scene.)  

May this manger scene remind us to prepare room for 
Jesus to come into our home and into our hearts each 
and every day. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
AMEN.” (Provided by RCL Benziger) 

mailto:jweber@guidanceingiving.com
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St. Philip’s Women’s Guild 

Our Women's Guild meeting was held on  
November 9 at 10:30 A.M. 

We were given a box with miscellaneous “treasures” 
that have been collected through the years. We 
came together to go over the pictures we found. 

Maureen Rode volunteered to be the historian and 
will start a photo album. 

Plans were made for a Christmas party on Dec. 7 at 
6:30 at Chimichurri's in Kingwood. 

We also donated $500.00 to the IGNITE Program.  

Safe Environment training is required for participation in JCF  
See p 6. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF): 

We are concluding our study of Genesis on 
Wednesday, December 14 (Ch 48-50).  We welcome 
all parishioners to join at any time.  Gatherings will 
resume in January with a new study.   

For more information, contact Ray and Deb Kessler 
rdkessler@stphilip.cc 

 

Women’s Guild: 
Tamale Fundraiser 

It’s Tamale Time! 

Your tamales will be 

available for pick-up on 

December 4-5 

Thank you for your support! 
 

                     CCE Advent Activities 

Our Catechists are looking forward to all the events we have planned during the Season of 
Advent.  We hope you and your family are able to join us.  More information on all events 
can be found on our CCE homepage https://stphiliphuffmantx.org/religious-education  

Dec. 5 & 8 - Serra Club of of Greater Houston Prayer Contest.  Students will write prayers in class in honor of 
Vocations Week. 

Dec. 8 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception- Holy Day of Obligation; see p. 2.  Wednesday classes will attend 
Mass in lieu of class.  Attendance will be taken. 

Dec. 11 & 18-  9:30am - 11:00 am - Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant Practice.  Children of 
ALL ages are invited to participate, there are roles for everyone!  Contact Heather 
hwehking@stphilip.cc for more information. 

Dec. 12 - time TBD - Family Christmas Caroling. 

Dec. 15 - La Posada - During our Wednesday night CCE class, we will reenact Mary and 
Joseph’s search for shelter in Bethlehem.  This will be followed by a prayer service, 
games, and a pot-luck celebration. Families are invite to join us for the evening.  
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Upcoming Schedule 

December 8- Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
Holy Day of Obligation; Mass will be at 11:45 am and 
7:00 pm.  The parish office will be closed. 

See page 2 for the Christmas Mass Schedule. 

The parish office will be closed December 24 - De-
cember 27 for Christmas. 

Our regular office hours are M - F from 9 am - 1 pm.   
We are always happy to have you stop by!  Please call 
before you visit to ensure our office team is available 
to assist you. 

 
 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 

Lord God, your Church joyfully awaits the 
coming of its Savior, who enlightens our 
hearts and dispels the darkness of ignorance 
and sin. 

Pour forth your blessings upon us as we light 
the candles of this wreath; may their light 
reflect the splendor of Christ, who is Lord, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Conclude with O Come, O Come Emmanuel—
Book of Blessings 

Give Online to St. Philip 
 Set St. Philip as your Church on the 

My Parish app 
 Tap the “Giving” button 

 Scan the QR Code with your 
Smartphone camera               

Become a Christmas Angel!  
This year Christmas is still a little different than in the past!  Families are living close to home, jobs are scarce 
and money is hard to find!   

Every year at Christmas St. Philip has sponsored families from our Huffman elementary schools through our 
social ministry, Mary’s Blessings.   

Would you bring Christmas joy to one of these families? The family names are provided to us by the counselors 
at the elementary schools and are available to anyone in the parish who would like to provide Christmas for 
these children who may not have one this year without your caring assistance.    

If you or several friends would like to sponsor a family we will give you options as to how large a family you 
want to assist.  We ask that you either purchase gifts or gift cards, contact the family and deliver the gifts to 
them.   

You will receive all the information needed and we are available if you have any questions.  The gifts must be 
delivered by December 14th so that if there are delivery problems we have time to contact the counselors while 
school is still in session.   Please contact Sammy or Mary Dennard at 432-267-5459.  God bless you for reaching 
out to those in need.    

 Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace, goodwill towards men. [Lk 2:13-14] 
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Christmas – Was, Is, Will be 

Faith.  It is awesome to see God’s Grace shine in 
Advent preparations.  Grace always seems to result 
from the humility in others’ generosity and caring, 
as though the humility of Mary is present.  
“Likewise, you that are younger be subject to the 
elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 
toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble.’” [1Pet 5:5]  

We all know that being saved is the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Still, every year we are bombarded with 
super-sales, slick ads, tinsel, and bows.  Even that 
gift under the tree with no tag can flip our thoughts 
to “could it be for me” selfishness.  On the other 
hand, Scripture leads us towards yearning for Jesus 
and His saving Grace, by reflecting on the past, 
present, and future. 

I have been saved (Past): Our rebirth in Baptism and 
renewal in Confirmation give us peace through 
God’s forgiveness. 
 “For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of 
God.” [Eph 2:8]  

 “He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in 

(Continued from page 1) righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal in the 
Holy Spirit.”  [Tit 3:5]   

 I am being saved (Present): Through our Faith and 
the Sacraments, we strive to achieve salvation. 
 “As the outcome of your faith, you obtain the 

salvation of your souls.” [1Pet 1:9]  

I will be saved (Future): We rest assured that the 
beautiful gift under the Christmas tree with no tag is 
a symbol of Jesus’ salvation and the lack of tag 
clearly implies For Everyone.  
 “But we believe that we shall be saved through 

the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will." [Acts 
15:11]  

Of course, we can celebrate Christmas every day!  
Our Glory Be prayer reminds us of the true meaning 
of Christmas.  “Glory be to the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be.”  Soon we will be singing Silent 
Night together, enjoying family traditions, and 
recalling Christmas memories of long ago, filled with 
hope for many more to come!  In the hearts of Mary 
and the infant Jesus, Tim Logsdon 

Westlake Cleaners, Atascocita, 7568 FM 1960  E. 

(behind Whataburger), needs the 
support of our parish families. They 
deserve it because of all the help 
they’ve given St. Philip over the years, 
and especially after both floods. John 
and Tru helped clean our expensive 
liturgical garments, altar cloths, and 

various specialty items affected by floodwaters.  
Their small family-run business provides professional 
and consistently excellent garment care. We rely 
especially on their in-house laundry and dry cleaning 
services which has been a huge plus for us. Our 
treasured garments and linens are never shipped 
away to an anonymous factory site. 

Father Barker appreciates Westlake Cleaners’ 
consistent high standards of cheerful, dedicated 
service! Westlake keeps our parish running smoothly. 
You can be confident in taking your garments to 
Westlake Cleaners. We truly are grateful for their 
prompt and courteous professional services. +++  

Gratitude and Support  

 

        Thanksgiving Food Drive 

What wonderful parishioners we have, you filled 
our two pickups! The folks at the Huffman Food 
Pantry were thrilled at all the non-perishable 
food which you provided for them to put in 180 
Thanksgiving food baskets.  They were 
distributed at the First Baptist Church Fellowship 
Hall on November 20th to grateful families. 

 
Thank you for giving 

during this  
ThanksGIVING season!  
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Request a Prayer 
Use our parish app to request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention! 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, 
choose PRAYER REQUEST.   
Fill out the form and your prayer request will be sent 
to our Prayer Warriors group.  We will also add your 
loved one to our prayer list which is found on p. 6 of 
our Spirit and Truth Newsletter.   

 

 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Charlotte Valora, Ryan Richardson, Dora Torres, 
Alechia Shrewsbury, Parishioners in need 

For the repose of the soul of   
The Faithfully Departed 

Safe Environment Training 
“All clergy, employees, contracted school per-
sonnel, volunteers, members of groups, move-
ments, and organizations over the age of 18, 
who work, volunteer or participate in any ca-
pacity are required to complete the Archdioce-
san Safe Environment Training and a criminal 

background check before they may begin employment or 
volunteer activities.” Office of Child and Youth Protection 

To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Gal-
veston-Houston, EVERY member of EVERY ministry 
should NOW have training in the diocese’s Safe En-
vironment program.  

A link and directions can be found by clicking the 

“Safe Environment Training” button on our St. Philip 

homepage or using the link https://www.archgh.org/

offices-ministries/office-of-child-and-youth-

protection/safe-environment-training-for-adults/ 

Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for 
questions or assistance. 

Mass Intentions 

  Sunday Masses  

Saturday, November 27 

   4:00 pm –  + Victor Campisi + 

Sunday, November 28 

8:30 am –  Michael Holland  
   11:00 am –  People of the Parish 

  Daily Masses 

Monday, November 29 
   No Daily Mass 

Tuesday,  November 30 
   11:45 am -  Nick and Janie Jaramillo  

Wednesday,  December 1 
   11:45 am -  Health of Holy Mother Church  
Thursday,  December 2 
   11:45 am  -  No Mass  
Friday, December 3 
   11:45 am -  + Rose Campisi +  

Sunday Masses  

Saturday, December 4 
   4:00 pm –  + Dr. Walter Corrigan +  
 Sunday, December 5 
    8:30 am –  People of the Parish 
    11:00 am –  + Randall Sagstetter +  

Altar Flowers Given 

 

We invite you to sponsor flower arrangements to 
adorn our Church altar for our weekend Mass 
celebrations. A flower arrangement may be offered 
to celebrate a loved one, an anniversary, a special 
event or joyful occasion, or as a memorial for your 
beloved deceased. 

Altar flowers remind us of God’s creation and the 
beauty of his handiwork. A Capuchin friar once said, 
"God has left us from Paradise three things: the 
stars, the flowers and the eyes of a child."   

Please call the parish office at (281) 324-1478 and 
our office team will be able to assist you in finding a 
date.   
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
  kod333@comcast.net 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
  832-276-3830 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 324-1478 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

   Find us on Facebook 
   facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  88202 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 

SACRAMENTS 

 SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 FUNERAL SERVICES 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

A flyer with basic information 
about these Sacraments is 
available on the information 
table near the entrance doors. 

Please call our Church office  at 
(281) 324-1478 if you are in need 
of these sacraments. 


