
 

  

Conceiving and Naming 

My dear parishioners, challenged in ways 
unimaginable in ordinary human experience, 
Mary of Nazareth calmly informed the 
archangel Gabriel of her consent to be the 
mother of God’s son. Her “yes” (Lat. fiat) to 
Gabriel is as resolute as the angel’s own 
service to God. Doubtless, her maternal life 
would be punctuated by great changes, even 
sorrow: “and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also, that thoughts out of 
many hearts may be revealed.”  [Lk 2:35]  Yet Mary freely accepts pregnancy and 
motherhood in service of God who created her.   

Her definitive response to Gabriel’s announcement—actually an act of homage 
to God—echoes in our ears to this day: “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; 
let it be to me according to your word.”  [Lk 1:38]  These breathtaking words 
moved the whole of mankind—past, present and future—closer to God. To this 
day, Mary’s iconic surrender remains unsurpassed as a model of humility. 
Trusting God totally, she unhesitatingly welcomed the Holy Spirit as her divine 
spouse.  

Consider the good Joseph, Mary’s husband, who named her child, the son he 
adopted. Matthew's gospel reveals marvelous instances when angels visited the 
carpenter in the stillness of night. “When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife (Mary), but knew her not 
until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.”  [Mt1:24-25]   

As to whether Mary told Joseph (or anyone) of the Holy Spirit’s overshadowing 
and her conception, the gospel accounts suggest that she remained largely silent 
on these and other matters. Luke’s gospel tells of Mary’s reaction to the 
astonished shepherds of Bethlehem:  “Mary kept all these things, pondering 
them in her heart.”  [Lk 2:19]  And again, on discovering her missing twelve-year-
old son in Jerusalem’s temple engaging the Jewish scholars, “His mother kept all 
these things in her heart.”  [Lk 2:51]   

 (Continued on page 5) 
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 
Wed Dec 22  11:45 am Daily Mass 
Thu  Dec 23  11:45 am Daily Mass 

Fri   Dec 24  4 pm  Christmas Eve (Vigil) 

Sat  Dec 25  10 am  Christmas Day Mass 
       (this will be the only Mass on December 25th; 
           no confessions) 
 
Sun  Dec 26  8:30 am and 11 am  Holy Family Mass   
      (Jesus, Mary, and Joseph) 

Fri    Dec 31 No Mass Today 
 
Sat  Jan 1 10 am The Mass of Mary,  Mother of God 
         (this will be the only Mass on January 1; 
           no confessions) 

 
Sun  Jan 2 8:30 and 11 am Mass of the Lord’s Baptism 

We continue to IGNITE! Our Campaign totals 
continue to rise. We have now raised $149,050. 
THANK YOU!!! 

Fr. Barker is genuinely hoping we can reach 
$200,000.  St. Philip would be delighted with your 
pledge or one-time contribution.   

Be a part of our success, and give back a small 

portion of that which you have been gifted by 

God. Make your gift online through our website, 

or bring your pledge card to Mass. Have 

questions? Contact our campaign rep, Jeff Weber 

at 888-757-5GIG or jweber@guidanceingiving.com  

Attention All Liturgical 
Ministers 

Our current Dec. 4 through January 30 is now LIVE 
on our Rotunda Software online scheduler.  Lay 
readers, please pick-up your 2022 Workbook for 
Lay Readers in the Sacristy.   

To view your assigned dates, request swaps, or 
make profile edits, go to: 
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-

terminal/my-profile?user=stphilip77336.  Log-in 
using your password (request new password if you 
forgot).  Choose the my profile icon at the bottom of 
the screen. Choose your service preference (Mass 
time).   Please also note can’t serve dates.   

Contact the parish office, see Fr. Barker after Mass, 
or contact Tim Logsdon at tlogsdon@stphilip.cc if 
you would like more information.   

Thanks again for saying “YES”  to our Lord Jesus 
Christ and continuing to serve at the altar.     

Happy  
Birthday, 

Fr. Barker! 
December 22 

mailto:jweber@guidanceingiving.com
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-terminal/my-profile?user=stphilip77336
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-terminal/my-profile?user=stphilip77336
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FATHER BARKER'S FAVORITE DESSERT 

Dear parish families, my mother Maurine Adele Ritchey baked Gumdrop Cookies, my favorite dessert of all time! 
This special recipe has come down in my family since the 19th century. Gumdrop Cookies are extraordinarily deli-
cious, and their mouth-watering aroma made my mother's kitchen the most lovely place in the whole wide world. 
My siblings and I always looked forward to the Queen of the West baking them during the holidays. Decades 
passed since I savored these wonderful cookies. By the way, gumdrops were "invented" in 1801 by a fellow named 
Percy Trusdale. And for two or three generations, young men called their sweethearts "Gumdrop.” Many blessings 
to you and good cooking! Sincerely, Father Richard Barker. 

GUM DROP SHEET PAN COOKIES 
To Start: 
   4 eggs beaten light with 2 tbsp water,  
   and mixed well with: 
   2 cups brown sugar and 
   1 tsp vanilla 
Add in Sifted Dry Ingredients: 
   2 cups flour 
   1/4 tsp salt 
   1 tsp cinnamon 

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party! 
Beginning with a prayer of thanksgiving, Father Barker kicked-off a very festive 
party on Saturday, December 4th with our Knights of Columbus members, 
spouses, and friends.  Diana and Frank Campisi hosted the evening in their 

amazingly-decorated home, worthy of a Hallmark Christmas Story in every room. Included were live 
entertainment, dancing, and (ahem!) open bar on the outdoor patio.   

We dined on delicious entrees, salads, and desserts from Carrabba’s Italian Grille amidst laughter, stories of 
family traditions, and catching-up on our lives after so many months of surreal lockdowns and event 
cancellations.  Our live entertainment included songs ranging  from classic Christmas to rock ‘n roll, jazz, and 
country, that included many very “danceable” tunes.   A highlight was a chorus line of TX two-step and even 
macarena dancing! 

We are blessed to have so many wonderful friendships at St. Philip.  Here’s hoping and praying for a very 
merry Christmas and a wonderful 2022.  Recalling a recent Mass homily, the evening was far beyond 
happiness.  For days afterwards, everyone is filled with JOY, so very thankful for the wonderful time together. 

Stir In: 
   1/2 to 3/4 cups pecan pieces 
   1 cup orange slice candies or gum drops cut in small       
 pieces 
Bake 25 minutes @ pre-heated 350° in 9" x 13" pan 

Cut in squares 

+++ 
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Ways to Give to St. Philip 
Traditional: 
 Place in the collection basket at Mass  
 Mail your check to St. Philip 
(Please call the parish office to 
 receive envelopes.) 

Online: 
 Set St. Philip as your Church 

on the My Parish app 
 Tap the “Giving” button 

 Scan the QR Code with your 
Smartphone camera               

Prepare, and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation! 
A New Beginning:  find mercy and healing. 
Absolute Forgiveness:  be absolved from sins, instantly and completely. 
Graces attained:  have sins forgiven, AND receive Graces every time you go to Confession. 

 
  

Upcoming Schedule 

See page 2 for the Christmas Mass Schedule. 

The parish office will be closed on the following dates: 
December 24 - December 27 - Christmas Holidays 
December 31 - New Year’s Day Observance 
 

Our regular office hours are M - F 
from 9 am - 1 pm.   We are always 
happy to have you stop by!  Please 
call before you visit to ensure our 
office team is available to assist 
you. 

St. Philip’s Christmas Angels came again this year!  

Our Christmas Angels were quick to respond this year in taking the Christmas families.  
We received 11 families and you provided gifts for 41 children.  Thank you to all of 
you for your very generous gifts.  St. Philip is filled with loving, generous people.   It is 
a  pleasure to work with all of you.   God’s blessings for a very special celebration of 
Christ’s birth.  May he fill your hearts with joy this Christmas season.   

Women’s Guild Christmas Luncheon 
The Women’s Guild Christmas lunch social was held on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at the Zimitti’s restaurant in 
Kingwood at 1:00 p.m. The ladies enjoyed a wonderful lunch followed by a Christmas ornament exchange.  

The Woman’s Guild meets on the second Tuesday of every month from September thru May in a classroom at 
St. Philip’s Catholic Church.  Our next meeting is January 11 2022 at 10:30 a.m. The time of the meeting makes it 
convenient for those wishing to attend the 11:45 a.m. mass after the 
meeting.  

The Guild wants to thank those parishioners who purchased Tamales.        
Because of such a wonderful participation, the Guild made quite a 
profit.  Thanks to those members who participated in the sale and delivering 
the Tamales after mass. 

Our next luncheon will be January 25, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. The restaurant will 
be determined at a later date. We hope to see new faces at the January 
luncheon. We will not have a meeting in December. 
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Conceiving and Naming 

In any event, Mary’s pregnancy became widely 
known before she and Joseph lived together. Mary’s 
explanation—or lack of it—distressed Joseph 
greatly. Overwhelmed by the apparently scandalous 
situation engulfing him, “Joseph, being a just man 
and unwilling to put (Mary) to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly”  [Mt 1:19]   

God directs his angels to come to Joseph’s aid. In a 
dream, an angel reassures Joseph that Mary's 
pregnancy is God's own incomparable gift of his 
divine son to the world. The angelic message could 
not be more clear: Do not be afraid. Take up Mary as 
your wife. The child is divine. He will rescue his 
people from their sins. Joseph's humble assent to 
God’s will signifies the end of anxiety and dread. 
Everyone in Israel must know who will deliver them: 
Jesus of Nazareth.  

Where the power of fear is broken, the praise of 
God flourishes. Joseph's obedience complements 
Mary's own. Both glorify God for bestowing mercy 
on his people. That Mary conceives a son and Joseph 

(Continued from page 1) names him has far-reaching significance. Hostility’s 
sinister reign has come to an end. The little child is 
destined to lead Israel  [cf Isa 11:6], to give God’s 
people “one heart, and put a new spirit within 
them”.  [Ezek 11:19]   

Mary and Joseph remain central to the Church’s 
perennial proclamation. God’s divine mercy seeks a 
home in the hearts of humble and faithful people. Is 
your heart prepared to hear God’s voice? How 
dependable is your “yes” to God? Do you put his will 
into practice? What mighty work does God want you 
to accomplish? Is the name Jesus Christ always on 
your lips?  

The angels and saints of God are in our midst. If I 
give my all to Christ, holy Mary and Joseph intercede 
for me. If I have not, holy Mary and Joseph intercede 
for me! My dear friends, I give you the joy of our 
savior’s birth. Sincerely in the peaceful, joyful and 
righteous hearts of Jesus and Mary. Your pastor, 
Reverend Richard Barker. 

+++ 

The “O Antiphons” of Advent 
 

 
The Roman Church has been singing the "O Antiphons” since at least the eighth century.   They proclaim the 
coming Christ as the fulfillment, not only of Old Testament hopes, but present ones as well. "Come!" embod-
ies the longing of all for the  Divine Messiah. 

December 17 
O Wisdom of our God Most High, 

guiding creation with power and love: 
come to teach us the path of knowledge! 

December 18 
O Leader of the House of Israel, 

giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: 
come to rescue us with your mighty power! 

December 19 
O Root of Jesse’s stem, 

sign of God’s love for all his people: 
come to save us without delay! 

December 20 
O Key of David, 

opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: 
come and free the prisoners of darkness! 

December 21 
O Radiant Dawn, 

splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness  

and in the shadow of death. 

December 22 
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: 
come and save man, whom you formed from the 

dust! 
December 23 

O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: 
come to save us, Lord our God! 

 

 

 

Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers 
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Request a Prayer 
Use our parish app to request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention! 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, 
choose PRAYER REQUEST.   
Fill out the form and your prayer request will be sent 
to our Prayer Warriors group.  We will also add your 
loved one to our prayer list which is found on p. 6 of 
our Spirit and Truth Newsletter.   

 

 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Charlotte Valora, Ryan Richardson,  
Parishioners in need 

For the repose of the soul of   
Dora Torres, The Faithfully Departed 

Safe Environment Training 
“All clergy, employees, contracted school per-
sonnel, volunteers, members of groups, move-
ments, and organizations over the age of 18, 
who work, volunteer or participate in any ca-
pacity are required to complete the Archdioce-
san Safe Environment Training and a criminal 

background check before they may begin employment or 
volunteer activities.” Office of Child and Youth Protection 

To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Gal-
veston-Houston, EVERY member of EVERY ministry 
should NOW have training in the diocese’s Safe En-
vironment program.  

A link and directions can be found by clicking the 

“Safe Environment Training” button on our St. Philip 

homepage or using the link https://www.archgh.org/

offices-ministries/office-of-child-and-youth-

protection/safe-environment-training-for-adults/ 

Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for 
questions or assistance. 

 Sunday Masses  

Saturday, December 18 
   4:00 pm –  Dana Boyd  
Sunday, December 19 
   8:30 am –  People of the Parish 
   11:00 am –  + Samuel Miller Chenoweth + 

   Daily Masses 

Monday, December 20 
   No Daily Mass 
Tuesday,  December 21 
   11:45 am -  Jerrod Wright 
Wednesday,  December 22 
   11:45 am -  Rev. Richard Barker 
Thursday,  December 23 
   11:45 am  - + Mary Francis Rust + 

   Christmas Masses 

Christmas  Eve Vigil  
   4:00 pm - People of the Parish 
Christmas Day 
   10:00 am - People of the Parish    

   Sunday Masses  

Saturday, December 25 
   No Vigil Mass  
Sunday, December 26 
  8:30 am –  People of the Parish 
  11:00 am –  People of the Parish 

Mass Intentions 

Altar Flowers Given 

 

 

 We invite you to sponsor flower arrangements to 
adorn our Church altar for our weekend Mass 

celebrations. A flower arrangement may be offered 
to celebrate a loved one, an anniversary, a special 
event or joyful occasion, or as a memorial for your 

beloved deceased. 

Altar flowers remind us of God’s creation and the 
beauty of his handiwork. A Capuchin friar once said, 
"God has left us from Paradise three things: the 
stars, the flowers and the eyes of a child."   

Please call the parish office at (281) 324-1478 and 
our office team will be able to assist you in finding a 
date.   
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
  kod333@comcast.net 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
  832-276-3830 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 324-1478 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

   Find us on Facebook 
   facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  88202 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 

SACRAMENTS 

 SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 FUNERAL SERVICES 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

A flyer with basic information 
about these Sacraments is 
available on the information 
table near the entrance doors. 

Please call our Church office  at 
(281) 324-1478 if you are in need 
of these sacraments. 


