
 

  

Their Own Simple Stories 

My dear parishioners, the child Jesus is very near 
to us. In this Christmas season, we celebrate the 
inexpressible miracle of the Christ of God who, at 
a word of command, became a human being like 
us in all things but sin. My heart is filled with joy 
and wonder to realize how God created us in his 
own image and likeness  [cf Gen 1:26] and desires 
that we “put on the new nature, created after the 
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness”.  [Eph 4:24]   

Mary responded to God’s message by saying to the Archangel Gabriel, “Be it 
done to me according to your word!” Joseph, of the house of David, did as the 
angel commanded him in a dream. He laid down his fear and took up Mary into 
his home. Accepting the will of God, the humble Joseph and Mary established an 
ordinary home in Nazareth—filled with laughter, hospitality, good food and the 
warmth of a family’s love. They relied totally on God to manifest himself, reveal 
something of his great purpose, and to show them what they must do.  

Many of the challenges of human life, whether pleasurable or disturbing, are 
unpredictable. They sometimes collide as well, threatening to overwhelm 
ordinary people who otherwise are strong and resilient. The grave danger is, of 
course, the force of drift. How easy it is to compromise truth, integrity, decency 
and the gift of human life in a multitude of little ways, thinking all the while that 
the vital axis of one’s life hasn’t shifted. Until that day when the drift becomes a 
tide, and the tide becomes a roaring ocean, and all is swept away as in the days 
of Noah. 

You may remember how a favorite book fell apart, how the binding split and 
pages were torn and lost. A broken book can be archived or replaced easily 
enough. Not so for a broken human being who must struggle to heal and 
regenerate in the very act of living out his or her own daily life—as if facing the 
challenges of everyday life weren’t already significant. Perhaps human 
brokenness can be alleviated occasionally by one’s native self-confidence or 
community support, but over the long run this will not be enough. In the end, 
human beings must face reality and the consequences of fundamentally rejecting 
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

Young and old, adult and teen, suburban and rural, hardworking and dedicated -- these are the words that de-
scribe our “faith family”. Connecting all these people together is the search for God in a rapidly changing cul-
ture. 

Catholics at St. Philip view the discovery and development of their identity as an important life task. They value 
work that provides a sense of purpose. They strive for love and belonging. And they are comfortable with 
differing spiritualities and devotions. Most of all, Catholics are eager to experience the presence of God. 

Christians today, especially younger Catholics, realize that faith formation is a lifelong endeavor. They hunger 
for God’s presence and what it means to live ethically. They want a holistic spirituality that embraces both their 
lives and their Catholic religion. Catholics today highly prize the importance of personally discovering, testing 
and probing the mysteries of faith. They are very sensitive to the demands of compassion, justice and the 
peace which only Christ can give. 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic com-
munity. We wish to collaborate with you on ways that will enrich your work, your relationships, your spiritual 
lives and your personal identity. Visitors who want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are en-
couraged to contact our parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice @stphilip.cc . 

When our patron saint Philip the Apostle invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply, "Come and see."  [John 
1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed to the 

support of this very important Diocesan campaign.   

At time of publishing, St. Philip has pledged a total 

of $152,150.  

We will continue updating our total raised, as well 

as, the amount our parish will be receiving and 

what we are able to accomplish with the sum. 

Liturgical Ministers 
Lay readers, please pick-up your 2022 Workbook 
for Lay Readers in the Sacristy.   

To view your assigned dates, request swaps, or make 
profile edits, go to: 
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-

terminal/my-profile?user=stphilip77336.   

Thanks to all lay ministers who have adopted our 
reinstated online scheduling! 

Contact the parish office, see Fr. Barker after Mass, 
or contact Tim Logsdon at tlogsdon@stphilip.cc if 
you would like more information.   

The Solemnity of Mary 
The Holy Mother of God 

January 1, 10:00 am 

And Mary said, "Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; let it 
be to me according to your 
word." And the angel departed 
from her. [Lk1:38] 

Upcoming Mass Schedule 

Sun  Dec 26  8:30 am and 11 am   
   Holy Family Mass  (Jesus, Mary, and Joseph) 

Fri    Dec 31 No Mass Today 

Sat  Jan 1 10:00 am The Mass of    
        Mary, Mother of God 

•  Only Mass on January 1 
•  No confessions 

Sun  Jan 2 8:30 and 11 am Epiphany of the Lord 

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-terminal/my-profile?user=stphilip77336
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-terminal/my-profile?user=stphilip77336
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Become an Active Member in a Parish Ministry 
(See p.7 for contact information) 

All parishioners play vital and active roles in the life of our Parish. If you have not yet found a ministry for 
participation, use the beginning of this new year as a chance to do so.  There is a need and place for all to 
serve. 

“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?'  
Then I said, 'Here am I! Send me.'"  [Isa 6:8]  
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O God of ancient blessing, your servant Mary pon-
dered in her heart the treasured words spoken about 
her Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Bless us as we gather in his name, and prepare our 
hearts to receive his Spirit, that our tongues may con-
fess him Lord, every day of this new year, and for ever 
and ever.  Amen.    —Blessings and Prayers for Home 
and Family 

The Holy Innocents—December 28 

“Then Herod, when he saw 
that he had been tricked by 
the wise men, was in a furious 
rage, and he sent and killed all 
the male children in Bethle-
hem and in all that region who 
were two years old or under, 
according to the time which he 

had ascertained from the wise men.” [Mt 2: 16] 

CCE Celebrates Las Posadas 

On Wednesday, Dec. 15, our middle and high school students got to experience Las Posadas. 

Las Posadas is a religious festival celebrated in Mexico, Latin America and the United States during the Advent 
season.  The Las Posadas tradition, which has been celebrated in Mexican culture for hundreds of years, is said 
to have begun when Spanish missionaries arrived in Mexico with a nine-day Christmas pageant. Spanish for “the 
inns,” Las Posadas commemorates Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem and their search for 
lodging before Jesus’ birth. There was no room in any inn for the Holy Family, and Mary gave birth in a stable. 

The students recreated this journey by circling the church campus, asking for a room, until they were finally wel-
comed into a stable.  Fr. Barker joined us in a prayer service focusing on all the “yesses” that had to happen to 
lead to the birth of Jesus.  It was a  beautiful prayer service, that reminded us how important our “YES” is!   
After the prayer service, we feasted on lots of goodies provided by the CCE parents and catechists.  It was a fun 
night to be able to celebrate and enjoy each other’s company. 
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Their Own Simple Stories  

God who created them. Only by returning to the 
Lord with all one’s heart does human longing for 
genuine and lasting healing become attainable.   

Clearly the search for healing and wholeness begins 
with a journey of faith. We search for a person 
outside and above ourselves, a person to whom we 
can entrust our creatureliness, our frailty, our 
mortality, indeed the very fact of our unique and 
irreplaceable personhood.  [cf Pope Saint John Paul 
II, Fides et Ratio 33]  That person, of course, is the 
Christ Child—the Son of Man who is the Son of God. 
Jesus Christ “bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed”.  [1Pet 2:24]  
What makes the Holy Family of Joseph, Mary and 
the Christ Child memorable is not luck, skill, 
privilege, superiority or anything of the sort. Rather, 
it is their willingness to entrust to God’s authorship 
the writing of their own simple stories into the great 
narrative of human redemption. Mary’s and 
Joseph’s model of family discipleship has, at its 

(Continued from page 1) heart, a total gift of self and family to God. From the 
Holy Family emerges many lessons, but perhaps the 
greatest lesson is this: God invites you to live an 
ordinary life in an extraordinary way. The Holy 
Family points to a deeply meaningful spirituality 
found in simple things like work, play, studies, home-
making, sports, and joyful celebrations of faith. 
These you are to dedicate to God and offer for his 
blessing each day. 
 
If all human beings were as courageous! If all human 
beings truly understood how, in a moment in time, 
God accepted the faith of Joseph and Mary in a 
village called Bethlehem to reveal the truth of his 
love! The Holy Family is honored above all others, 
for Mary and Joseph merited living “happily ever 
after” as the gift of salvation that comes through 
faith.  [cf 2Tim 3:15]  Sincerely, in the love of the 
Holy Family. Your pastor, Reverend Richard Barker.  
 
+++ 

Prepare, and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation! 

A New Beginning:  find mercy and healing. 

Absolute Forgiveness:  be absolved from sins, instantly and completely. 

Graces attained:  have sins forgiven, AND receive Graces every time you go to Confession. 

 
  

Upcoming Schedule 

See page 2 for the Upcoming Mass Schedules 

The parish office will be closed on December 31 - New 
Year’s Day Observance. 

Our regular office hours are M - F 
from 9 am - 1 pm.   We are always 
happy to have you stop by!  Please 
call before you visit to ensure our 
office team is available to assist 
you. 

Ways to Give to St. Philip 
Traditional: 
 Place in the collection basket at Mass  
 Mail your check to St. Philip (Please call the parish 
office to  receive envelopes.) 

Online: 
 Set St. Philip as your Church on the 

My Parish app 
 Tap the “Giving” button 

 Scan the QR Code with your Smartphone camera               
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Request a Prayer 
Use our parish app to request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention! 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, 
choose PRAYER REQUEST.   
Fill out the form and your prayer request will be sent 
to our Prayer Warriors group.  We will also add your 
loved one to our prayer list which is found on p. 6 of 
our Spirit and Truth Newsletter.   

 

 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Shirley Klee, Mollianne Larka,  
Parishioners in need 

For the repose of the soul of   
Dora Torres, The Faithfully Departed 

Safe Environment Training 
“All clergy, employees, contracted school per-
sonnel, volunteers, members of groups, move-
ments, and organizations over the age of 18, 
who work, volunteer or participate in any ca-
pacity are required to complete the Archdioce-
san Safe Environment Training and a criminal 

background check before they may begin employment or 
volunteer activities.” Office of Child and Youth Protection 

To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Galveston
-Houston, EVERY member of EVERY ministry should 
NOW have training in the diocese’s Safe Environment 
program.  

A link and directions can be found by clicking the “Safe 
Environment Training” button on our St. Philip homepage 
or using the link https://www.archgh.org/offices-
ministries/office-of-child-and-youth-protection/safe-
environment-training-for-adults/ 

Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for ques-
tions or assistance. 

 Sunday Masses  

Saturday, December 25 
   10:00 am - People of the Parish 
Sunday, December 26 
   8:30 am –  People of the Parish 
  11:00 am –  People of the Parish 

   Daily Masses 

Monday, December 27 
   10:00 am - + Ron Cosgrove + 
Tuesday,  December 28 
   11:45 am -  Msgr. Fred O’Connor 
Wednesday,  December 29 
   11:45 am -  Holy Spirit’s guidance of political leaders 
Thursday,  December 30 
   11:45 am  - Becky Raney 

Friday, December 31 
   NO MASS TODAY 
Saturday, January 1 
   10:00 am -  Mass of Mary, Mother of God  
                         (only Mass on Jan. 1) 

      Sunday Masses  

Sunday, January 2 
   8:30 am –  + M.C. Hohmann, Jr. + 
  11:00 am –  People of the Parish 

Mass Intentions 

Altar Flowers Given 

 

 

 We invite you to sponsor flower arrangements to 
adorn our Church altar for our weekend Mass 

celebrations. A flower arrangement may be offered 
to celebrate a loved one, an anniversary, a special 
event or joyful occasion, or as a memorial for your 

beloved deceased. 

Altar flowers remind us of God’s creation and the 
beauty of his handiwork. A Capuchin friar once said, 
"God has left us from Paradise three things: the 
stars, the flowers and the eyes of a child."   

Please call the parish office at (281) 324-1478 and 
our office team will be able to assist you in finding a 
date.   
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
  kod333@comcast.net 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
  832-276-3830 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 324-1478 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

   Find us on Facebook 
   facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  88202 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 

SACRAMENTS 

 SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 FUNERAL SERVICES 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

A flyer with basic information 
about these Sacraments is 
available on the information 
table near the entrance doors. 

Please call our Church office  at 
(281) 324-1478 if you are in need 
of these sacraments. 


