
 

  

On the Right Road? 

My dear parishioners, how many times have we 
set our vehicle’s GPS for a trip and soon 
afterwards made a wrong turn?  Within a few 
minutes we hear the alert “recalibrating.”  
Soon, our trusty GPS has us back on track 
progressing towards our destination.  As we 
begin 2022, many of us are setting our personal 
goals to begin our journey with hope and 
confidence.  Typical New Years’ resolutions like pledging to call loved ones 
weekly or to increase savings, of course require recalibrating our priorities.  
More importantly, what road will we be taking to guide us towards being a 
better person – a better Catholic?   

Inspired by our attendance at Mass and daily prayers, we seek guidance as we 
craft resolutions.  Our faith is necessary but is insufficient for saving grace.  
“What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not works? 
Can his faith save him? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.” [Jas 2:14, 17] 
Yes.  We need to accomplish works to be saved, using the special grace uniquely 
given to us:  “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use 
them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;  if service, in our serving; he who 
teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, 
in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness.” [Rom 12: 6-8] 

Faith is not something we HAVE, it is something we DO. A favorite boss early in 
my career required weekly task status reports with follow-up actions for the 
upcoming week(s). He would simply read my goals, adding “. . . and, what are 
YOU going to DO about it?”  Yes, works, not words!  The road to success is 
summarized by Matthew: "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the 
way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For 
the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it 
are few.” [Mt 7:13-14]  
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic com-
munity. We wish to collaborate with you on ways that will enrich your work, your relationships, your spiritual 
lives and your personal identity. Visitors who want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are en-
couraged to contact our parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice @stphilip.cc . 

When our patron saint Philip the Apostle invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply, "Come and see."  [John 
1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed to the 

support of this very important Diocesan campaign.   

At time of publishing, St. Philip has pledged a total 

of $152,150.  

We will continue updating our total raised, as well 

as, the amount our parish will be receiving and 

what we are able to accomplish with the sum. 

Upcoming Mass Schedule 

Sun  Jan 2, 8:30 and 11 am  
 Epiphany of the Lord 

(Mon Jan 3, resume normal Mass   
 Schedule; see page 1) 

What is your  
New Year’s Resolution? 

(Hint: See p. 3) 

Passing of Bishop Sheltz 
We join the priests and lay faithful of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston in expressing our deep sorrow for the retired Auxiliary 
Bishop George A. Sheltz, 75, who passed away on December 21, 2021. A 
native Houstonian, Bishop Sheltz dedicated his life to the Lord for 
more than 50 years as a priest in his home diocese.  

Daniel Cardinal DiNardo and the Archdiocese ask the faithful to pray 
for the family of Bishop Sheltz and his eternal rest.  
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Become an Active Member in a Parish Ministry 
(See p.7 for contact information) 

All parishioners play vital and active roles in the life of our Parish. If you have not yet found a ministry for 
participation, use the beginning of this new year as a chance to do so.  There is a need and place for all to 
serve. 

“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?'  
Then I said, 'Here am I! Send me.'"  [Isa 6:8]  
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CCE Celebrates Las Posadas (Wednesday, December 15th) 

Las Posadas is a religious festival that commemorates Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
and their search for lodging before Jesus’ birth.  The students recreated this journey by circling the church campus, 
asking for a room, until they were finally welcomed into a stable.  Fr. Barker joined us in a prayer service focusing on all 
the “yesses” that had to happen to lead to the birth of Jesus.  It was a  beautiful prayer service that reminded us how im-
portant our “YES” is!  After the prayer service, we feasted on lots of goodies provided by the CCE parents and catechists.  
It was a fun night to be able to celebrate and enjoy each other’s company. 

 

St. Philip 2021 in Review 
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On the Right Road? 

Four action plans for our 2022 resolutions   

Is there a roadmap for Christian living?  Paul gave 
the Colossians (and us!) a template on his journey to 
Rome (c 60 AD).  The Colossians had veered sharply 
off the road to salvation making wrong turns in 
morality and absence of charity.  He stopped in 
Colossae, in modern day Turkey, to recalibrate the 
Colossians.  Specifically, he mentions four attributes 
that enabled them, and now us, to lead truly 
Christian lives.  

“And so, from the day we heard of it, we have 
not ceased to pray for you, (1) asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, (2) to 
lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, bearing fruit in every good work, and 3)
increasing in the knowledge of God. May you 
be strengthened with all power, according to 
his glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, 

(Continued from page 1) who has qualified us to share in the inheritance 
of the saints in light. (4) He has delivered us 
from the dominion of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.” [Col 1:9-14] 

1 – Know God (read Scripture, “Rejoice always, 
pray constantly.” [1Thes 5:16-17]) 

2 – Put knowing God into action (Faith is not 
something we have, it is something we DO) 

3 – Hang In there (aka persistence; Jesus said He 
was here to do His Father’s will) “But he said, 
‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of 
God and keep it!’” [Lk 11:28] 

4 – To God be the Glory (gratitude for graces 
received) We are saved by grace and all the 
above is done with GRACE: Gratitude Requiring 
Action and Charity, with Endurance. 

Our life choices in 2022 may resemble Houston’s 
spaghetti-bowl-labyrinth of expressway ramps with 
ways to lose our direction and to make wrong turns. 
We can rest assured that each of us have been given 
the gifts needed to serve with faith-through-action 
towards our goal of being saved.  “A voice cries: ‘In 
the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.’” [Isa 
40:3] Happy New Year.  Sincerely in the hearts of 
Jesus and Mary, Tim Logsdon 

Upcoming Schedule 
See page 2 for the Upcoming Mass Schedules 

Our regular office hours are M - F from 9 am - 1 pm.   
We are always happy to have you stop by!  Please call 
before you visit to ensure our office team is available 
to assist you. 

St. Philip 2021 in Review (Continued)  
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Request a Prayer 
Use our parish app to request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention! 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, 
choose PRAYER REQUEST.   
Fill out the form and your prayer request will be 
sent to our Prayer Warriors group.  We will also add 
your loved one to our prayer list which is found on 
p. 6 of our Spirit and Truth Newsletter.   

 

 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Shirley Klee, Mollianne Larka,  
Parishioners in need 

For the repose of the soul of   
Dora Torres, The Faithfully Departed 

Safe Environment Training 
“All clergy, employees, contracted school per-
sonnel, volunteers, members of groups, 
movements, and organizations over the age of 
18, who work, volunteer or participate in any 
capacity are required to complete the Archdi-
ocesan Safe Environment Training and a crimi-

nal background check before they may begin employ-
ment or volunteer activities.” Office of Child and Youth 
Protection 

To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston, EVERY member of EVERY ministry should 
NOW have training in the diocese’s Safe Environment 
program.  

A link and directions can be found by clicking the “Safe 
Environment Training” button on our St. Philip homepage 
or using the link https://www.archgh.org/offices-
ministries/office-of-child-and-youth-protection/safe-
environment-training-for-adults/ 

Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for 
questions or assistance. 

Saturday, January 1 
   10:00 am -  Mass of Mary, Mother of God  
     (only Mass on Jan. 1) 

 Sunday Masses  

Sunday, January 2 
   8:30 am –  + M.C. Hohmann, Jr. + 
  11:00 am –  People of the Parish 

   Daily Masses 

Monday, January 3 
 NO MASS TODAY 
Tuesday,  January 4 
   11:45 am -  + Mary Francis Rust + 
Wednesday,  January 5 
   11:45 am -  + Theresa Ann Merka + 
Thursday,  January 6 
   11:45 am  - Guadalupe Toledo 
Friday, January 7 
   11:45 am -  Denise Zermeno 

      Sunday Masses  

Saturday, January 8 
   4:00 pm -  + Mark Dawson + 

Sunday, January 9 
   8:30 am –  + Ronnie LeJeune + 
  11:00 am –  People of the Parish  

Mass Intentions 

Altar Flowers Given 

 

 

We invite you to sponsor flower arrangements to 
adorn our Church altar for our weekend Mass 

celebrations. A flower arrangement may be offered 
to celebrate a loved one, an anniversary, a special 
event or joyful occasion, or as a memorial for your 

beloved deceased. 

Altar flowers remind us of God’s creation and the 
beauty of his handiwork. A Capuchin friar once said, 
"God has left us from Paradise three things: the 
stars, the flowers and the eyes of a child."   

Please call the parish office at (281) 324-1478 and 
our office team will be able to assist you in finding a 
date.   
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
  kod333@comcast.net 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
  832-276-3830 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 324-1478 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

   Find us on Facebook 
   facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  88202 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 

SACRAMENTS 

 SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 FUNERAL SERVICES 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

A flyer with basic information 
about these Sacraments is 
available on the information 
table near the entrance doors. 

Please call our Church office  at 
(281) 324-1478 if you are in need 
of these sacraments. 


