
 

  

Font for Little Fishes 

   “We little fishes are born in holy water and are safe only by permanently      
    abiding in that water.” (Tertullian)  

My dear parishioners, Archbishop Fiorenza appointed me 
as Saint Philip’s third pastor effective July 01, 2005. That 
Friday was a blistering hot day. While offering my first vigil 
Mass the following afternoon, a persistent noise distracted 
me throughout the service. Ka-chuka ka-chuka ka-chuka. 
Weird but also familiar. After Mass finished, I investigated 
the source of the noise.  

The sound came from a water pump to the right of the 
sanctuary, the kind used in swamp coolers when I was a 
boy. It was immersed in a large homemade plywood box 4 
x 4 feet square, 18” tall, painted white, filled with water. 
And leaking. The pump’s electrical cord stretched out to a 
nearby wall plug. This box--or occasionally, a particle board stand topped by a 
steel bowl--was used for baptisms.  

As preparations for St. Philip’s $1.7M 2009 renovation and repair were well 
underway, an interior question startled me. If not now, when? A few days later, 
certain of its meaning, I called our architect. I know the hour’s late and funds are 
scarce, but St. Philip must have a baptismal font, a noble and beautiful font. It’s 
the entrance to Christian life. This faith community will never be complete 
without one.  

What kind of design? What kind of stone? asked the architect. Where is enough 
space to build one? I replied with a riddle. It’s simple. To go forward, we have to 
go backward. The architect was mystified. Silent. Here’s what we’re going to do, I 
went on. We’re going to carve out a big space next to the sacristy at the worship 
area entrance, take out walls and cabinets, move the doors and build a new 
ceiling. The font needs to be in line with the aisle, altar and tabernacle. 

But you’ve said nothing about going backward, he protested, and just how is it 
going to fit? That’s the easy part, I said. Catholic Churches are closing in the 
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

Young and old, adult and teen, suburban and rural, hardworking and dedicated -- these are the words that de-
scribe our “faith family”. Connecting all these people together is the search for God in a rapidly changing cul-
ture. 

Catholics at St. Philip view the discovery and development of their identity as an important life task. They value 
work that provides a sense of purpose. They strive for love and belonging. And they are comfortable with 
differing spiritualities and devotions. Most of all, Catholics are eager to experience the presence of God. 

Christians today, especially younger Catholics, realize that faith formation is a lifelong endeavor. They hunger 
for God’s presence and what it means to live ethically. They want a holistic spirituality that embraces both their 
lives and their Catholic religion. Catholics today highly prize the importance of personally discovering, testing 
and probing the mysteries of faith. They are very sensitive to the demands of compas-
sion, justice and the peace which only Christ can give. 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life 
of our Catholic community. We wish to collaborate with you on ways that will enrich your 
work, your relationships, your spiritual lives and your personal identity. Visitors who 
want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are encouraged to contact our 
parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice @stphilip.cc . 

When our patron saint Philip the Apostle invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply, 
"Come and see."  [John 1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

 

My dear Parish Families, 

I trust your Christmas has truly been meaningful and 
merry this year. A word of thanks to all of you for 
your love and support this past year. Our parish truly 
has prospered spiritually and temporally in the Lord’s 
name in spite of unusual challenges. And I am espe-
cially grateful to parishioners who remembered me 
in a special way on the occasion of my birthday and 
Christmas. My heart is filled with gratitude for your 
gifts and spiritual remembrances. For my part, I will 
continue to intercede for you before our Lord Jesus, 
child of Bethlehem and king of kings. I pray that God 
grants you and your families good health and abun-
dant blessings in this new Year of Grace Anno Domini 
2022. May God grant you peace, 
righteousness and joy in the Holy 
Spirit! Happy New Year! Togeth-
er, with love and affection for the 
Christ child.  

Sincerely,  
Reverend Richard Barker.  
+++ 

Journey in the Catholic Faith 
(Bible Study) 

Journey in the Catholic Faith 
will resume its studies on Jan-
uary 12, 2022 with The First 
Letter of St. Peter.   

The group meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 
the month at 7:00 pm.  You are welcome to join at 
anytime. 

We will continue with the 2 letters of St. Peter and 
St. Jude until March 9 when we will begin a study 
the mysteries of the rosary for our Lenten journey.   
For more information, please contact Ray & Deb 
Kessler at rdkessler@stphilip.cc 

Do you need more information on 
any of our Spirit and Truth articles?  
Did you miss any of our fun pictures? 

Our parish website is a valuable re-
source regarding all the happenings in 

the parish.  It includes additional information on most 
articles in our Spirit and Truth newsletter.  We regu-
larly update our ministry pages to reflect current in-
formation and upcoming events 

mailto:rdkessler@stphilip.cc
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Become an Active Member in a Parish Ministry 
(See p.7 for contact information) 

All parishioners play vital and active roles in the life of our Parish. If you have not yet found a ministry for 
participation, use the beginning of this new year as a chance to do so.  There is a need and place for all to 
serve. 

“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?'  
Then I said, 'Here am I! Send me.'"  [Isa 6:8]  
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Mary’s Blessings Ministry  

We gathered at Marsala’s Italian Grill for a joyful Christmas luncheon.  These are your friends at St. Philip who 
devote time each month to organizing and providing the man/woman power to operate our social ministry.  We 
could not do it without the funds you provide, the need is too great.   We have four teams who alternate month-
ly to man our dedicated phone, follow up with questions and make decisions on how we can help each individual 
or family.  Our meetings are monthly on the third Tuesday of the month with Mass following.   We have formed 
a Compassion committee to follow up with a little spiritual care when a situation warrants it.    

If the Holy Spirit has been nudging you to help your fellow man in some way, this is a good start.  Join us and be-
come one of our Lord’s helpers in the vineyard of life.  Call and leave a message as to your desire to help at  
281-360-9032. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary’s Blessings members celebrate another year serving the poor in the Huffman area. 

 

Scan 
code: 

Place in the collec-
tion basket at Mass.  

Ways to Give to St. Philip 

Mail your check to:  

St. Philip the Apostle 
PO Box 2363 
Huffman, TX 77336 

Use our mailing address to 
set St. Philip the Apostle 
as a vendor in your bank’s 
online bill pay. 

Use the Giving 
button on the  
parish app. 



 

5 

Font for Little Fishes 

northeast. I’m going to find a font, a beautiful 
marble pedestal font, released from one of these old 
retired Churches. That’s how we’ll do it. After some 
wrangling, the architect relented. Anything was 
better than a plywood box with a swamp cooler 
pump. Still, he still thought I was daft. 

After almost a year of not finding a suitable font, I 
pretty much agreed about being daft. The problem 
wasn’t pedestal fonts actually, they were out there, 
but I couldn’t find the right size and design. Many of 
the traditional marble fonts were too large, 
overstyled or seriously damaged. Finally, the 
contractor snapped, I’m finishing the baptismal 
area. Where’s the font? Frustrated, I redoubled my 
efforts. God in heaven help me.  

I prayed to the Holy Child Jesus. I prayed to Mary, 
his Blessed Mother. Please grant this great favor. 
Days later, on a hunch, I resumed my internet 
foraging. I discovered a broker handling salvage 
items from the Diocese of Scranton, PA’s closed 
Churches. On the broker’s website, I saw over a 
dozen retired baptismal fonts. Only one caught my 
eye, petite in size, modestly adorned, noble in 
beauty, and in good condition. It took two minutes 
to decide, Yes, this is the one! The day was July 01, 
2009. Directing the font to be disassembled and 
shipped to Houston, I arranged for it to be restored 
to its original beauty at Natural Stone Inc. located in 
Houston’s East End off McCarty Street. Regretfully, 
the original finial was missing from the font’s dome. 
What can we do about this? 

It just so happens, the marble contractor replied, I’ve 
got a small piece of yellow Carrara around here 
somewhere. It might just work. After a lengthy 
warehouse search, we found it. Let’s make a cross to 
top the font, I said. In November 2009, after 33 years 
of improvising, St. Philip received its Italian Carrara 
marble baptismal font, adorned with an angelic 
cherub face, accented by four yellow ornate 
columns and topped by a beautiful matching yellow 
cross. You know this font well. You pass by it every 
time you come to Mass. Many of our parish children 
have been baptized in its waters these past 12 years.  

Do we know our exquisite font’s history? It was 
installed in 1879 at Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic 

(Continued from page 1) Church, 1201 Providence Road in Scranton, PA 
18508. A parishioner who wished to honor her 
parents underwrote the entire cost. Sadly, St. 
Vincent de Paul was closed in the late 1990’s. It’s no 
exaggeration to say that our font, situated in its 
second Catholic faith community, has been in almost 
continual service for 142 years.  

What things were happening in 1879? The first 
Woolworth store opened. Milk was sold in glass 
bottles for the first time. Doc Holliday avenged the 
shoot up of his New Mexico saloon. Thomas Edison 
invented the lightbulb. Will Rogers was born. And 
Catholics walked or drove carriages to their 
cherished candle-lit Churches. In 1879 the Scranton 
diocese was 11 years old and the first child was 
baptized in the font that now graces our beautiful St. 
Philip worship area.  

I can’t help but feel a lingering sadness though for 
Scranton’s St. Vincent de Paul parish, today a rapidly 
fading memory. This somber reality fueled my keen 
desire to rescue St. Philip from the wreckage of the 
2017 and 2019 floods and the ongoing pandemic 
repercussions. On this feast of Our Lord’s baptism, I 
pray our beloved St. Philip parish prospers in the 
years ahead and will be blessed with generations of 
“little fishes”, saintly Catholic children baptized in 
the waters of our exquisite font: “I will pour my 
Spirit upon your descendants, and my blessing on 
your offspring. They shall spring up like grass amid 
waters, like willows by flowing streams.”  [Isa 44:3-4]  
Sincerely, in the hearts of Jesus and Mary. Your 
pastor, Reverend Richard Barker.  

+++ 

Parish children admiring our beautiful  
Baptismal font in 2010. 
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Request a Prayer 
Use our parish app to request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention! 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, 
choose PRAYER REQUEST.   
Fill out the form and your prayer request will be 
sent to our Prayer Warriors group.  We will also add 
your loved one to our prayer list which is found on 
p. 6 of our Spirit and Truth Newsletter.   

 

 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Rachel Honza, Shirley Klee,  
Mollianne Larka, Parishioners in need 

For the repose of the soul of   
Zoila Iglesias, Dora Torres, The Faithfully Departed 

Safe Environment Training 
“All clergy, employees, contracted school per-
sonnel, volunteers, members of groups, 
movements, and organizations over the age of 
18, who work, volunteer or participate in any 
capacity are required to complete the Archdi-
ocesan Safe Environment Training and a crimi-

nal background check before they may begin employ-
ment or volunteer activities.” Office of Child and Youth 
Protection 

To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston, EVERY member of EVERY ministry should 
NOW have training in the diocese’s Safe Environment 
program.  

A link and directions can be found by clicking the “Safe 
Environment Training” button on our St. Philip homepage 
or using the link https://www.archgh.org/offices-
ministries/office-of-child-and-youth-protection/safe-
environment-training-for-adults/ 

Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for 
questions or assistance. 

  Sunday Masses  
Saturday, January 8 
  4:00 pm -  + Mark Dawson + 
Sunday, January 9 
   8:30 am –  + Ronnie LeJeune + 
  11:00 am –  People of the Parish 

  Daily Masses 

Monday, January 10 
 NO MASS TODAY 
Tuesday,  January 11 
   11:45 am -  + Kyle Wong + 
Wednesday,  January 12 
   11:45 am -  + John Schmid + 
Thursday,  January 13 
   11:45 am  - + Amy Everett + 
Friday, January 14 
   11:45 am -  + Jeanne & Russell Fink + 

      Sunday Masses  

Saturday, January 15 
   4:00 pm -  Joyce Thomas 
Sunday, January 16 
   8:30 am –  People of the Parish  
  11:00 am –  + Windy McMichael + 

Mass Intentions 

Altar Flowers Given 

 

 

We invite you to sponsor flower arrangements to 
adorn our Church altar for our weekend Mass 

celebrations. A flower arrangement may be offered 
to celebrate a loved one, an anniversary, a special 
event or joyful occasion, or as a memorial for your 

beloved deceased. 

Altar flowers remind us of God’s creation and the 
beauty of his handiwork. A Capuchin friar once said, 
"God has left us from Paradise three things: the 
stars, the flowers and the eyes of a child."   

Please call the parish office at (281) 324-1478 and 
our office team will be able to assist you in finding a 
date.   
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
  kod333@comcast.net 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 
 
 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
  832-276-3830 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 324-1478 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

   Find us on Facebook 
   facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  88202 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 

SACRAMENTS 

 SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 FUNERAL SERVICES 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

A flyer with basic information 
about these Sacraments is 
available on the information 
table near the entrance doors. 

Please call our Church office  at 
(281) 324-1478 if you are in need 
of these sacraments. 


