
 

  

St. Philip the Apostle 
 Catholic Church 

2308 3rd Street ∙ Huffman TX   77336 

 

Spirit and Truth Newsletter  

January 16, 2022                             Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 23, 2022                                Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                                                       Facebook.com/stphiliphuffmantx                www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

 
 Parish Office 
  Phone: 281-324-1478 
  Fax: 281-715-5533  
  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 2363  
   Huffman, TX 77336 
 

Office Location 
   2308 3rd Street 
   Huffman, TX 77336 
   Hours: Monday-Friday 
   9:00 am–1:00 pm 
 

Pastor 
   Rev. Richard Barker 

Mass Times  
 

Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 

Daily Mass 
  Tues - Fri: 11:45 am 
  First Sat: 9:00 am 
 

Adoration - Wednesday 
  Exposition - 9:00 am 
 Adoration - continues
 Benediction, Reposition  
 precedes 11:45 am Mass 
 

Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 3:00-3:30 pm   
  Or by appointment  

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF  
GALVESTON-HOUSTON 

Looking to the Future 

We are excited to announce some 
good changes that will be imple-
mented in our parish as we start 
this new year.  Like all of you, our 
online browsers, inboxes, 
voicemails, search histories and da-
ta usage are bombarded by multi-
ple sources with constant information regarding appointments, activities, dead-
lines, and well, LIFE!  

Knowing people have strong preferences of one medium over another, we origi-
nally set out to excel in each of the four media options available to us as a parish -- 
Facebook, website, the myParish app and the Spirit and Truth newsletter. We 
wanted to reach the most people in the most ways. Over the years, we’ve accumu-
lated a lot of experience and knowledge.  

This brings us to rethink what’s best for the parish community and what we’re do-
ing presently.  

A lot of things have to be considered: number of office staff, hours of weekly me-
dia maintenance and original writing required, ministry support and participation, 
duplication of content across our media, the total number of parishioners access-
ing each online medium monthly, and the number of our supporting advertisers.  

To continue communicating clearly but also efficiently, we feel the need to proac-
tively revamp our media “reach”, our staff resources and what needs to be accom-
plished. Everything points to concentrating especially on St. Philip’s Facebook page 
and website as these media forms receive the most online traffic from parishion-
ers, friends and visitors. Therefore, the myParish smartphone app will be discon-
tinued January 30th. 

Our Spirit and Truth newsletter will be set to 3 pages (plus one page of supporting 
advertisements). We want to make basic changes to the newsletter emphasizing 
practical “go to” essential information including human interest items. Our goal is 
for it to become more relaxed and flexible. Articles, news, photo spreads, an-

(Continued on page 2) 
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nouncements, calendar items, stories, and other content will be rich, important, brief and “to the point”. Very 
important, Spirit and Truth will continue to be a “living history” of St. Philip parish and our community of faith.  

Clearly Facebook is most preferred by parish families for accenting activities, human interest and who we are as 
Catholics living out our best lives day-to-day. It’s also the most timely way to know what’s going on at St. Philip. 
So we’ll be upgrading our Facebook presence, improving its look, content, photos and variety.  

Our parish website www.stphiliphuffmantx.org  remains the second most-accessed medium we have. People 
understand that the website is St. Philip’s “official” presence on the world wide web and our online medium of 
“record”. So we’re going to streamline this medium considerably, making it much easier to navigate and to find 
critical up-to-date information with the least difficulty. This will be a great help to visitors and new parishioners 
especially.  

We’re working very hard on our end to make sure we’re connected in the best ways possible. After all, our St. 
Philip media offers a living portrait of what our parish looks like and also the character of our faith family. Minis-
tries will be updating their articles weekly to keep our parishioners aware and involved. We want everyone to 
discover and share the vibrancy of our parish families, to see with their own eyes, engage with their own hands 
and commit with their hearts. St. Philip is ready for this new chapter in its evolving history! 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Your Parish Office Staff. 
 
+++ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Parish Website 

Our parish website will remain the main record of 

source for our parish.   Our hope is that is becomes 

less bulky, but with weightier information.  We hope 
to eliminate the need to scroll pages looking for the 
information you need.  Our homepage will become 
the pulse of parish life and important information. 

If you haven’t done so, bookmark or favorite the fol-
lowing URL into your preferred browser by clicking 
the star. 

https://stphiliphuffmantx.org/ 

You now have the reminder when you open the in-
ternet to check in with us periodically! 

1 
2 

Facebook 

Over the last few years, Facebook has become a pri-
mary way we receive important updates. Many use 
it to keep up with friends and family, as well as, 
school and social events.  It is an easy way to share 
and view glimpses of everyday life.  For St. Philip, it 
will be used as an instantaneous look into our parish 
life.  We will be able post quick updates, pictures, 
and spiritual messages.    

We do not want to make this another app you need 
to download.  If you already use Facebook, great, 
just “Like” our page and it will begin to populate on 
your feed.  If you do not have or want Facebook, our 
feed will be linked to the pages on our website so no 
matter where you navigate on our site, you will be 
able to view recent posts and pictures. 

 

http://www.stphiliphuffmantx.org
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My fellow parishioners, a common phrase is that the eyes are the window 
to the soul (Shakespeare, Tempest).  Two centuries ago, the philosopher 
Immanuel Kant proposed that the hand is the window on to the mind. To-
day, our hands continue to telegraph our mind’s intentions in our daily 
work, play, and prayer. 

Open hands are my favorite. When 
our hands are open, we give and 
receive freely - with God and with 

those we care about. When hands are open, it shows we are open to 
what really matters and is meaningful in life. But when hands are fists, 
we’re just fighting, fighting against God and life. When our arms and 
hands are crossed, we’re just being stubborn - never giving or receiv-
ing.  Hands can also be symbols of betrayal for us as we wash our hands 
of all responsibility.  Pilate sought to erase any culpability for his ac-
tions.   “So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water 
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.’” [Mt 
27:24] 

So . . . what is our motivation to become more inviting and authentic 
when opening our hands to others?  A first step is to recognize how 
we communicate with our hands every day. Traffic directors’ exagger-
ated movements can be a metaphor for linking hand gestures to our 
mind’s intended messages.  GO!  STOP! TURN AWAY! COME FOR-
WARD!  And . . . where can we find Catholic inspiration to open our 
hands and hearts?  Hidden in plain sight at St. Philip, at the front of 
our sanctuary, is a statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, inviting all to 

draw near the Sacred Heart while Jesus’ open hands invite us to appreciate the healing of his divine mercy!  
Also, our statue of Mary welcomes us to embrace her humility and grace with her open hands and arms. 

Throughout Scripture, open hands symbolize hope and resolve.  Leading the Israelites out of Egypt, “Moses 
went out of the city from Pharaoh, and stretched out his hands to the LORD; and the thunder and the hail 
ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon the earth.” [Exo 9:29, 33]  In another example, Joachim and Anne 
were open to their gift of the infant Mary. Mary was open to becoming the mother of Jesus. And Joseph chose 
to open his hands to God’s plan and to welcome Mary and Jesus in his life. [cf. Mt:1-18-25] 

 

 
(Continued on page 5) 

Open Hands 
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Scan 
code: 

Place in the collec-
tion basket at Mass.  

Ways to Give to St. Philip 
Mail your check to:  

St. Philip the Apostle 
PO Box 2363 
Huffman, TX 77336 

Use our mailing address to 
set St. Philip the Apostle 
as a vendor in your bank’s 
online bill pay. 

Safe Environment Training 
“All clergy, employees, contracted school per-
sonnel, volunteers, members of groups, 
movements, and organizations over the age of 
18, who work, volunteer or participate in any 
capacity are required to complete the Archdi-
ocesan Safe Environment Training and a crimi-

nal background check before they may begin employ-
ment or volunteer activities.” Office of Child and Youth 
Protection 

To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston, EVERY member of EVERY ministry should 
NOW have training in the diocese’s Safe Environment 
program.  

A link and directions can be found by clicking the “Safe 
Environment Training” button on our St. Philip homepage 
or using the link https://www.archgh.org/offices-
ministries/office-of-child-and-youth-protection/safe-
environment-training-for-adults/ 

Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for 
questions or assistance. 

Confirmation Class Enters Its Final Phase 

Our 18 high schoolers to be Confirmed on September 11, are beginning their last semester of preparation for 
the sacrament.  Next month, we will head to Camp Cho-Yeh in Livingston for their second-year retreat.  Every-
one is greatly looking forward to this experience as last year’s retreat was limited to one day in the parish hall. 
Please keep them and our retreat staff in your prayers that it may be a time of deep reflection, spiritual growth 
and if all goes according to plan, a lot of fun too.   

Over the past year and a half, the teens have studied all aspects of our Catholic faith including a deep dive into 
the meaning and history of each part of the Mass.  In the next few weeks, we will begin the lessons specific to 
the sacrament of Confirmation including its biblical roots in the Feast of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon Mary and the Apostles in the Upper Room.   

It has been a joy and an honor to spend these past months with such a great group of kids.  I know that they 

will be a source of pride to St. Philip as they move forward in life and in their faith.   

Click the online giving button on 
our homepage. 
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Mary’s Blessings Ministry  
These are your friends at St. Philip who devote time each month to organizing and providing the man/woman 
power to operate our social ministry.  We could not do it without the funds you provide, the need is too great.   
We have four teams who alternate monthly to man our dedicated phone, follow up with questions and make 
decisions on how we can help each individual or family.  Our meetings are monthly on the third Tuesday of the 
month with Mass following.   We have formed a Compassion com-
mittee to follow up with a little spiritual care when a situation warrants 
it.    

If the Holy Spirit has been nudging you to help your fellow man in some 
way, this is a good start.  Join us and become one of our Lord’s helpers 
in the vineyard of life.  Call and leave a message as to your desire to 
help at 281-360-9032. 

Open hands are important, but our good acts that follow 
are the goal.  St. Peter Claver (patron saint of slaves, 
1581-1654) said “We must speak to them with our hands 
before we speak to them with our lips.” Jesus’ and his 
disciples’ many miracles are represented using their 
open hands and hearts to give us hope and blessings: 

“Now when the sun was setting, all those who had 
any who were sick with various diseases brought 
them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them.” [Lk 4:40] 

“And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in 
tongues and prophesying.” [Acts 19:6] 

At Mass, when we make the Communion procession to receive the 
Holy Eucharist, our open hands are testimony to our anticipation 
and grateful acknowledgement that we are about to receive the 
most beautiful gift in our Catholic faith.  The presiding priest and our 
extraordinary ministers (EOMs) are humbled to deliver The Body of 
Christ to open hands and to hear the accompanying Amen!  All are 
welcome.  Strong hands. Aged hands.  Working hands. Young adult 
hands. Mothers’ hands.  And especially small hands that will be re-
ceiving the precious host for so many years to come.  Open hands, 
indeed. Yours in the heart of Christ, Tim Logsdon 

 
                                                              

(Continued from page 3) 
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Graces, Strength and Healing 

Parishioners in need 

For the repose of the soul of   
The Faithfully Departed 

  Sunday Masses  
Saturday, January 15 
  4:00 pm -  Joyce Thomas 
Sunday, January 16 
   8:30 am –  People of the Parish 
  11:00 am –  + Windy McMichael + 

  Daily Masses 

Monday, January 17 
 NO MASS TODAY 
Tuesday,  January 18 
   11:45 am -  Susan Hill 
Wednesday,  January 19 
   11:45 am -  + Robert and Connie Fina + 

 

To have a Mass offered, please call our St. Philip par-
ish office at (281) 324-1478. We will let you know 
what Masses are available in the liturgical calendar. 
Mass intentions may be requested for most week-
day and weekend Masses. 

Mass Intentions 

Altar Flowers Given 

We invite you to sponsor flower arrangements to 
adorn our Church altar for our weekend Mass 
celebrations. A flower arrangement may be offered 
to celebrate a loved one, an anniversary, a special 
event or joyful occasion, or as a memorial for your 
beloved deceased. 

Altar flowers remind us of God’s creation and the 
beauty of his handiwork. A Capuchin friar once said, 
"God has left us from Paradise three things: the 
stars, the flowers and the eyes of a child."   

Please call the parish office at (281) 324-1478 and 
our office team will be able to assist you in finding a 
date.   

  Sunday Masses  
Saturday, January 22 
  4:00 pm -  + Max Celestino + 
  Daily Masses 

Monday, January 24 
 NO MASS TODAY 
Wednesday,  January 26 
   11:45 am - Maricio Avila Jr.  
      Sunday Masses  

Saturday, January 29 
   4:00 pm -  + Judy Ponson + 
Sunday, January 30 
   8:30 am –  People of the Parish  
  11:00 am –  People of the Parish 
 
 

Proper Mass Etiquette 

 “To prepare for worthy reception of this sacrament, 
the faithful should observe the fast required in their 
Church. Bodily demeanor (gestures, clothing) ought 
to convey the respect, solemnity, and joy of this mo-
ment when Christ becomes our guest.” – CCC 1387  

 

 

 

 

There is an unwritten dress code that demands we 
are properly dressed out of respect, honor and rever-
ence for the Real Presence of Our Lord.   In that tone, 
we ask that flip-flops, shorts, t-shirts, sloppy jeans, 
and revealing clothing not be worn. 

The worship area should be quiet and reverent for all 
those attending Mass.  Please refrain from bringing 
ANY food or drink into Church.  We ask that all elec-
tronic devices be turned off so that there are no acci-
dental distractions during Mass. 

Join us for  

daily Mass. 

Tues - Friday; 

11:45am 
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Jessica Schneider 
    jmarrs7@hotmail.com 
    281-324-1478 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
  kod333@comcast.net 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
    Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 
 
 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    chherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 

Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
     Kathy O’Donnell 
  832-276-3830 
     kod333@comcast.net  
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 324-1478 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

   Find us on Facebook 
   facebook.com/

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 

SACRAMENTS 

 SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

 FUNERAL SERVICES 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

A flyer with basic information 
about these Sacraments is 
available on the information 
table near the entrance doors. 

Please call our Church office  at 
(281) 324-1478 if you are in need 
of these sacraments. 


