
 

  

A few days ago a Rhode Island Red chicken was apprehended at the 
Pentagon for trespassing in a secure area. As if on cue, the old 
shame and blame -- Why did the chicken cross the road? etc. -- 
detonated in the DC media, going viral. A Pentagon spokesperson 
refused to identify where exactly the hen was caught lurking. It’s 
classified, she said. We do know that the Rhode Island Red was 
photographed, likely footprinted and denied her Miranda rights. 
Then she vanished. Whisked off to an undisclosed Virginia farm, 
we’re told. “Virginia farm” is a well-known CIA euphemism for 
“interrogation facility”. Fowl play is suspected. So many questions. 

I raised chickens for years. I learned chickens can jump higher than a house because houses 
can’t jump. You can’t clean the coop after sundown because roosting chickens are cagey. 
They’ll get the drop on you. All our chickens sported names, but only a Japanese Silky hen 
comes to mind. Like a good Texas cowboy, my little brother named her “Forty Five”. She 
was not a blue ribbon winner, but Forty Five was an egg-cellent broody. She would accept 
any clutch of motherless eggs as her very own. Her great triumph? To lead a dozen or more 
adopted baby chicks out into the yard to peck and scratch the dirt for the first time. 

Forty Five didn’t ask a lot of questions. She sat on golf balls in her nesting box until we had 
a deserted egg clutch to swap out with her. She never asked about the switcheroo or why 
those golf ball eggs were so heavy. Or why all her offspring looked like the neighbor’s 
children. Forty Five just loved her babies. Well, unfortunately there’s been no break in the 
Pentagon case. It remains an unsolved mystery. All that’s left going forward is the hope of 
chicken activists everywhere who “dream of a better world where chickens can cross the 
road without having their motives questioned”.  Fr. Barker +++ 
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Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 Sunday: 8:30 am 
   Children’s  Liturgy 

Daily Mass 
  Tues - Fri: 11:45 am 
  First Sat: 9:00 am 

Mary’s Blessing Ministry      
  For financial assistance   
  please call : 
  (832) 764-9814  

Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 3:00-3:30 pm   
  or by appointment  

ARCHDIOCESE OF  
GALVESTON-HOUSTON 

February 13, 2022  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Snapshots:  Questions 

The Parishioners’ Pen Series - “Open Doors” 
Want to contribute an article?  Contact Tim Logsdon, tlogsdon@stphilip.cc 

Open is a noun, verb, and adjective. But above all, open is an attitude.  We open familiar 
doors for reassurance, or anxiously “knock” on closed, unfamiliar doors to seek 
admittance.  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” [Rev 3:20] 

Motivational speakers build confidence by citing how determination and accomplishments 
can “open doors” in the business world.  Jesus is infinitely more persuasive with this open-
door policy: “And I tell you, ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened.” [Luke 11:9-10]  

At our last judgment, as we reach for the door-leading-to-
eternity . . . to our delight, may the door open!  “I am the door; if 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture.”  [Jn 10:9] Now THIS is an open-door opportunity 
worth working towards.  Tim Logsdon 
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 
When our patron saint, Philip the Apostle, invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply,  
Come and see. [Jn 1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic 
community.  Visitors who want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are encouraged to contact our 
parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice@stphilip.cc . 

Do you need more information on any of our 
Spirit and Truth articles?   

Our parish website includes additional Spirit and 
Truth newsletter information.  We regularly update 
our ministry pages with current information/events. 

St. Philip Ministry News 
 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."  [Isa 6:8] 

Ministry meetings held at St. Philip Parish Hall or classrooms.  (Contacts: pick-up flyer at church entrance) 

Knights of Columbus  Council 9794  

Meetings on the  3rd Thursdays, 6:30pm.  It 
has never been easier to join! 

Super Bowl chili sale February 12-13,  after 
all Masses.  $12.00/jar   

Save the date: KofC 2022 Charity Golf Tournament will 
be October 1 at a new venue, Oakhurst Golf Club in 
Kingwood.  

Children’s Liturgy Program  St. Philip  8:30 

Sunday Mass; special liturgy participation and 
discussion. 

Mary’s Blessings Ministry  Members are 

preparing to celebrate another year serving the poor in 
the Huffman area. Coming soon: supporting projects/
donation drives. 

The Women’s Guild  Meetings 2nd Tuesday at 

10:00am.   

CCE Invites St. Philip Youth  Visit homepage:  

stphiliphuffmantx.org/religious-education 
See p3 to learn about  volunteering at The Beacon Day 
Center on Saturday February 12. 

St. Philip Choir  Come and sing for the Lord; ability 

to read music is not a prerequisite.  Talk to us after 
Mass! 

Confirmation Ministry  Our 18 high schoolers to 

be Confirmed on September 11.  They are a source of 
pride to St. Philip as they move forward in life and in 
their faith. Their January Retreat was a time of deep 
reflection, spiritual growth, and a lot of fun too. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF)  Meetings 

on the  2nd  and 4th Wednesday, 7:00pm.  We are 
studying the First and Second Letters of St Peter and 
the Letter of St Jude.  Following these books, our 
Lenten Reflection will discuss the Mysteries of the 
Rosary.  

Liturgical Ministers  Join our team of Eucharistic 

Ministers (EOM) and Lay Readers. Call the parish office, 
or consult St. Philip Ministry Contacts if you would like 
more information.  

 Altar Servers See Father Barker after Mass to learn 

more about this great opportunity to serve our Parish. 

 Usher Ministry  Talk with a St. Philip usher before 

or after Mass to learn more about our amazing ministry 
that supports our St. Philip liturgy.   

Safe Environment training is required for participation in  
St. Philip ministries.  Contact the Parish office for information. 

 Today’s REFLECTION [cf. Lk 6:20,24] 
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Altar Flowers Given Pray For . . . 

St. Philip Parish Ministries 
Contact Information 

Information about St. Philip Ministries is available 
on the information table near the entrance doors. 

See page 2 for current Ministry meetings/events. 

Catholic Corner 

Sin is like a credit card; 
enjoy it now, but pay for it 
later. 

Graces, Strength and Healing 
Joyce Driscoll 
Parishioners in need 

 

For the repose of the soul of   
The Faithfully Departed 

Use our website “prayer request 
button” or call the office to be added 
to the “Pray For . . .” list.   

 Sunday Masses  
Saturday, February 12 
  4:00 pm -  People of the Parish 

Sunday, February 13 
   8:30 am –  + Maurine    
  R. Barker + 
  11:00 am –  People  
   of the Parish 

Sunday and Daily Mass 
intentions are mentioned at every 
St. Philip Liturgy celebration. 

 

 Flowers are used to beautify our 
altar and to celebrate a loved one, 
anniversary, special event of joyful 
occasion, or as a memorial. 

Call the par-
ish office at 
(281) 324-
1478 to 
schedule a 
date. 

 

Mass Intentions 

Out of Office Notice 

Father Barker will not be availa-
ble on the following Thursdays: 

March 3, March 31, April 28, and 
May 26. Also, there will be NO 
DAILY MASS on these dates.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Proper Mass Etiquette 
The  worship area  should be quiet for  those who remain for prayer. Be 
reverent.  No bottled water, soda, food, candy, or gum permitted in Mass.   

Please remain in Mass until the closing hymn is finished; then Mass has ended. 

Dress Standard for All Masses 
Men/Young Men/Boys:  Shirts and pants. 
Women/Young Women/Girls: Modest Dresses, Coordinated Ensembles, 
Shirt/Blouses with Pants. Clothing not proper: flip-flops, shorts, cutoffs, t-
shirts, sloppy jeans, tank tops, and revealing clothing. 

On Saturday, January 29, our CCE students received 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. 
We are so proud of them.  Continue to keep them in 
your prayers and they prepare for their First Holy 
Communion. 


