
 

  

       The fact that I don’t speak Spanish didn’t stop me from going to 
Mexico as often as possible with bilingual Catholic friends. Our driving 
trips took us through many interior states. Hands down Guanajuato 
(birthplace of Mexican independence) is the most beautiful city I’ve 
seen. But the industrial city of Monterrey remains my favorite. There I 
found many of the beautiful things that have adorned our Saint Philip 
worship area over the years. You will recognize several of them, for example the framed Our 
Lady of Guadalupe portrait in the Day Chapel, the gold seashell I use when baptizing, the 
gold wine-and-water cruets tray used by altar servers in our Mass, and most especially, the 
gold and silver footed ciborium in our tabernacle which I gifted to St. Philip in honor of 
Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza appointing me pastor July 01, 2005.  

       The village of Tierra Nueva, situated in the hills above San Luis Potosi, sticks out in my 
memory. Its medical doctor, a recent graduate, had just opened her little clinic. She put 15 
or more stitches in my mouth and lips after I careened 20 feet down a steep hill in a rock 
slide. The cactus slowed my fall and stopped me. The doctor yanked out the biggest thorns 
and treated my other wounds. No broken bones, however. We will take you home, my 
friends said. No, I said, I'm staying. The next few days were rough. We pushed on to colonial 
Guanajuato high up in the Sierra. The grand Hotel Castillo Santa Cecilia reigns over this 
beautiful city wedged in the narrow mountain valley below, finer than any hospital on earth. 
I had one mishap, fainting to the cobblestones outside Guanajuato's university (famous for 
its Ballet Folklorico). It’s the altitude (7k ft) I gasped, getting to my feet and dusting myself 
off. I’m glad I did. The air was cool, the city enchanting, the plazas and cuisine exquisite. 
Afternoon rain showers blessed the verdant farmlands and my face too. People invariably 
ask me, Why didn’t you go into the Museum of the Mummies?  Father Barker +++ 
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Snapshots:  No, I’m Staying 

The Parishioners’ Pen Series - “More Doors” 
Want to contribute an article?  Contact Tim Logsdon, tlogsdon@stphilip.cc 

Continuing last week’s reflection, here are a few more examples of spiritual 
growth possible by going through Open Doors.   
At St. Philip, we walk under the porte-cochère to enter our Church.  We 
anticipate with joy what is on the other side of the closed doors.  Entering 
through doors to our worship area, it is joyful because we know we are 
welcome and are about to fully participate in something that we truly need.  
What awaits is a supernatural opportunity for enrichment and progress.  The Holy Spirit is 
drawing us into the Church, inviting us as the song lyrics proclaim, “to be a sanctuary, pure 
and holy, tried and true.”  
Opportunities also abound whenever our tabernacle doors open. We celebrate as a 
consecrated Host is placed in our beautiful monstrance in preparation for 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  Tabernacle doors are also opened during the 
Mass Communion Rites. A lidded ciborium, stored in the tabernacle, contains consecrated 
Hosts that are combined with Hosts that have been consecrated at our Mass, for 
distribution of the Eucharist for us.  Awesome!  Tim Logsdon 
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 
When our patron saint, Philip the Apostle, invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply,  
Come and see. [Jn 1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic 
community.  Visitors who want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are encouraged to contact our 
parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice@stphilip.cc . 

Do you need more information on any of our 
Spirit and Truth articles?   

Our parish website includes additional Spirit and 
Truth newsletter information.  We regularly update 
our ministry pages with current information/events. 

St. Philip Ministry News 
 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."  [Isa 6:8] 

Ministry meetings held at St. Philip Parish Hall or classrooms.  (Contacts: pick-up flyer at church entrance) 

Knights of Columbus  Council 9794  

Meetings on the  3rd Thursdays, 6:30pm.  It 
has never been easier to join! 

Thanks to all for supporting last weekend's 
Super Bowl chili sale.  160 jars were made and what 
remained was about the same as five loaves and two 
fish. 

Children’s Liturgy Program  St. Philip  8:30 

Sunday Mass; special liturgy participation and 
discussion. 

Mary’s Blessings Ministry  Members are 

preparing to celebrate another year serving the poor in 
the Huffman area. Coming soon: supporting projects/
donation drives. 

The Women’s Guild The Women's Guild had a 

morning of reflection on Tuesday Feb 8th.  Thanks, Tim 

Logsdon, our guest speaker!  The presentation, Are you 

Ready? inspired us with new ideas to make 

our Lenten journey special.  

Our next luncheon will be Feb. 22 @ 2 pm at the 

Monument Inn.  Ladies and Gentlemen are invited to 

attend.  There will be no regular March meeting. 

St. Philip Choir  Come and sing for the Lord; ability 

to read music is not a prerequisite.  Talk to us after 
Mass! 

Confirmation Ministry  Our 18 high schoolers are 

to be Confirmed on September 11.  Please keep our 
Confirmandi in your prayers as they attend their final  
Confirmation retreat this weekend. 

St. Philip Youth Group 
Our SPY group had the pleasure of serving the greater 
Houston community last weekend at the Beacon 
House.  The kids came back with an appreciation for 
the support the center gives  the homeless in our 
community and learned that it is much more than just 
a meal. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF) 
The group meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the 
month at 7 pm.  We will meet on Feb. 23 at 7 pm.  See 
p. 3 for our special Lenten series. 

Liturgical Ministers  Join our team of Eucharistic 

Ministers (EOM) and Lay Readers. Call the parish office, 
or consult St. Philip Ministry Contacts if you would like 
more information.  

 Altar Servers See Father Barker after Mass to learn 

more about this great opportunity to serve our Parish. 

 Usher Ministry  Talk with a St. Philip usher before 

or after Mass to learn more about our amazing ministry 
that supports our St. Philip liturgy.   

Safe Environment training is required for participation in  
St. Philip ministries.  Contact the Parish office for information. 

 Today’s REFLECTION [cf. Mk 4:20] 
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 Lenten Reflection:  
The Mysteries of the Rosary   
Please make plans to attend our 
WEEKLY, Wednesdays @ 7 pm, 
discussions during Lent.   

 
The schedule and focus each week will be: 

March 9 - The Joyful Mysteries 
March 16 - The Luminous Mysteries 
March 23 - The Sorrowful Mysteries 
March 30 - The Glorious Mysteries 

 
If you haven’t had the chance or are hesitant to join us, 
make this part of your Lenten journey! 

Altar Flowers Given Pray For . . . 

St. Philip Parish Ministries 
Contact Information 

Information about St. Philip Ministries is available 
on the information table near the entrance doors. 

See page 2 for current Ministry meetings/events. 

Catholic Corner 

Stop focusing on how “stressed” 
you are and remember how 
BLESSED you are. 

Graces, Strength and Healing 
Joe Lombrana, Steve Fields, Joyce 
Driscoll,  Parishioners in need 
 

For the repose of the soul of   
The Faithfully Departed 

Use our website “prayer request 
button” or call the office to be added 
to the “Pray For . . .” list.   

 Sunday Masses  
Saturday, February 19 
  4:00 pm -  People of the Parish 

Sunday, February 20 
   8:30 am –  People of  
 the Parish 
  11:00 am –  People  
   of the Parish 

Sunday and Daily Mass 
intentions are mentioned at every 
St. Philip Liturgy celebration. 

 

In Memory of Hector Villalon 
Given by Monica Fontenot 

Flowers are used to beautify our al-
tar and to celebrate a loved one, an-
niversary, special event of joyful oc-
casion, or as a memorial. 

Call the parish office 
at (281) 324-1478 to 
schedule a date. 

Mass Intentions 

Out of Office Notice 

Father Barker will not be availa-
ble on the following Thursdays: 

March 3, March 31, April 28, and 
May 26. Also, there will be NO 
DAILY MASS on these dates.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Place in  
collection basket  

Ways to Give to St. Philip 
Mail your check to:  

St. Philip the Apostle 
PO Box 2363 
Huffman, TX 77336 

Use our mailing address to 
set St. Philip the Apostle as a 
vendor in your bank’s online 
bill pay. 

Scan 
code: 

Knights of Columbus Journey in the Catholic Faith 


