
 

  

     Just below the south wall of Israel’s Temple Mount is Mount 
Zion. Ancient Jerusalem was founded on this long and very steep 
hill. These days it’s a boisterous Palestinian district. In 715 BC, 
Hezekiah ascended to the throne of Judah, reigning in “David’s 
City” about 30 years. Widely acknowledged as one of Israel’s 
three finest kings, he preserved his country’s independence in the face of hostile Assyrian 
and Babylonian powers. Hezekiah knew well that Jerusalem’s Gihon Springs (Heb. gushing) 
were outside the city walls. If a besieging army captured this reliable but intermittent water 
supply, the city would fall by starvation. Something had to be done.  

     Hezekiah ordered the springs to be covered by massive boulders. Additionally, he ordered 
the springs’ gushing waters to be diverted into the mountain to reach the lower city. Two 
teams, excavating at opposite ends, were to converge in the mountain’s interior. Over four 
years of backbreaking labor with iron chisels and picks (cf Sirach 48:17), the king’s engineers 
carved a meandering conduit through Mount Zion’s solid rock. The king accomplished the 
unthinkable. Hezekiah’s Tunnel connects the Gihon Springs on the crest above to the Pool of 
Siloam at the hill’s foot; its shaft is 1,750 feet long, 6  - 7 feet tall and 2 - 3 feet wide.  

     Taking a break from biblical studies on a livid hot July afternoon in 1992, I exited through 
Jerusalem’s Dung Gate and hiked through the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood of David’s City to 
locate the Pool of Siloam. Entering the mountain tunnel there, I headed upstream in pitch 
black against the fast-moving flow. One thought kept me focused -- keeping my face above 
the frigid water and my “torch” (flashlight) dry. Finally, dazzling light ahead signaled my 
success in reaching the springs. Sun-blinded, however, I face planted a rusty iron grate 
arched across the Gihon cave entrance. My next adventure? To find bandages for my nose.  
Father Barker  +++ 
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Snapshot:  Iron Chisels and Picks 

The Parishioners’ Pen Series - “Don’t Toot Your Horn” 
Want to contribute an article?  Contact Tim Logsdon, tlogsdon@stphilip.cc 

The trumpet has sounded fanfares marking ceremonial events and 
military strength since 4,000 BC Egypt! Scripture cites the trumpet 143 
times, heralding important leaders, and to give praise. “Praise him 
with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!” [Ps 150:3]  “Blow 
the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!” [Joel 2:1]* 

While the trumpet is great for getting attention, it can also be an instrument of excessive 
pride. "Thus, when you give alms, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by men. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward.” [Mt 6:2]* This message has morphed over the past 
2,000+ years into “don’t toot one’s own horn.”   

Politicians talk about themselves or their “achievements” in ways that shows excessive 
pride.  Hmm.  Let’s reflect when we toot our own horns with (excessive) pride showing 
others “how good we are”.  Tim Logsdon 

*Ash Wednesday’s First Reading and Gospel inspired this reflection . 
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 
When our patron saint, Philip the Apostle, invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply,  
Come and see. [Jn 1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic 
community.  Visitors who want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are encouraged to contact our 
parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice@stphilip.cc . 

Do you need more information on any of our 
Spirit and Truth articles?   

Our parish website includes additional Spirit and 
Truth newsletter information.  We regularly update 
our ministry pages with current information/events. 

St. Philip Ministry News 
 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."  [Isa 6:8] 

Ministry meetings held at St. Philip Parish Hall or classrooms.  (Contacts: pick-up flyer at church entrance) 

Knights of Columbus  Council 9794  

Meetings on the  3rd Thursdays, 6:30pm.  It 
has never been easier to join! 

The KofC BBQ pit is renewed.  Our membership and 
projects are increasing.  Chat with a St. Philip Knight or 
come to a welcoming meeting! 

Children’s Liturgy Program  St. Philip  8:30 

Sunday Mass; special liturgy participation and 
discussion. 

Mary’s Blessings Ministry  Members are 

preparing to celebrate another year serving the poor in 
the Huffman area. Coming soon: supporting projects/
donation drives. 

The Women’s Guild  The next luncheon 

is  March 22 at 1pm at the Ginger Cafe in Atascocita. 
Our next regular meeting is April 12 at 10am at the 
church.  

St. Philip Choir  Come and sing for the Lord; ability 

to read music is not a prerequisite.  Talk to us after 
Mass! 

Confirmation Ministry   Our 18 high schoolers 

are to be Confirmed on September 11.  Please keep our 
Confirmandi in your prayers as they attend their final  
Confirmation retreat this weekend. 

 

St. Philip Youth Group  Our SPY group had the 

pleasure of serving the greater Houston community 
last weekend at the Beacon House.  The kids came back 
with an appreciation for the support the center gives  
the homeless in our community and learned that it is 
much more than just a meal. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF)  The 

group meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the 
month at 7 pm.  We will meet on March 9 at 7 pm.  See 
p. 3 for our special Lenten series. 

Liturgical Ministers  Join our team of Eucharistic 

Ministers (EOM) and Lay Readers. Call the parish office, 
or consult St. Philip Ministry Contacts if you would like 
more information.  

 Altar Servers   See Father Barker after Mass to 

learn more about this great opportunity to serve our 
Parish. 

 Usher Ministry   Talk with a St. Philip usher before 

or after Mass to learn more about our amazing ministry 
that supports our St. Philip liturgy.   

Safe Environment training is required for participation in  
St. Philip ministries.  Contact the Parish office for information. 
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Lenten Reflection:  
The Mysteries of the Rosary   
Please make plans to attend our 

WEEKLY discussions during Lent.   

 
The schedule and focus will be: 

March 9- The Joyful Mysteries 
March 16- The Luminous Mysteries 
March 23- The Sorrowful Mysteries 
March 30- The Glorious Mysteries 

 
If you haven’t had the chance or are hesitant to join us, 
make this part of your Lenten journey! 

Altar Flowers Given Pray For . . . 

St. Philip Parish Ministries 
Contact Information 

Information about St. Philip Ministries is available 
on the information table near the entrance doors. 

See page 2 for current Ministry meetings/events. 

Catholic Corner 
There are seven days in the 

week and “someday”  
isn’t one of them 

Graces, Strength and Healing 
Eric Jaramillo, Parishioners in need 
 

For the repose of the soul of   
The Faithfully Departed 

Use our website “prayer request 
button” or call the office to be added 
to the “Pray For . . .” list.   

 Sunday Masses  
Saturday, March 5 
  4:00 pm -  + Lorraine Tolar + 

Sunday, March 6 
   8:30 am –  People of the Parish 
  11:00 am –  People of the Parish 

Sunday and Daily Mass 
intentions are 
mentioned at every  
St. Philip Liturgy 
celebration. 

 

Flowers are used to beautify our 
altar and to celebrate a loved one, 
anniversary, special event of joyful 
occasion, or as a memorial. 

Call the parish 
office at (281) 
324-1478 to 
schedule a date. 

Mass Intentions 

Out of Office Notice 

 Fsther Barker will be out of the 
office from March 21- March 25 
(back for confessions March 26). 

Father Barker will not be available 
on the following Thursdays:  March 
31, April 28, and May 26.  

Also, there will be NO DAILY MASS 
these days. 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Journey in the Catholic Faith 

Attend Daily Mass 
See page 1 for details 

Stations of the Cross and Mass—Every Friday  
Stations  6:30 pm 

Mass  7 pm 
  No morning Mass on Fridays during Lent 
  No Stations or Mass on Friday, March 25 

 
Confessions—Every Saturday 

3—3:30 pm 

The Mass is our greatest and most powerful prayer. The fruits of the Mass are 
the very fruits of Jesus’ redemption.   

We are encouraged to have Mass offered for loved ones, both living and 
deceased.   

To have a Mass offered, please call our St. Philip parish office at  
(281) 324-1478. We will let you know what Masses are available in the 
liturgical calendar. Mass intentions may be requested for most weekday and 
weekend Masses. 

Stop by the office or give us a call. We will help you!  

Notice: Mass Intentions 


