
 

  

Snapshots:  Duchess of Spring Branch 

Parish Office 
  Phone: 281-324-1478 
  Fax: 281-715-5533  
  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 2363  
   Huffman, TX 77336 

Office Location 
   2308 3rd Street 
   Huffman, TX 77336 
   Hours: Monday-Friday 
   9:00 am–1:00 pm 

Bulletin contact 
spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 

Pastor 
   Rev. Richard Barker 

Mass Times  

Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 Sunday: 8:30 am 
   Children’s  Liturgy 

Daily Mass 
  Tues - Fri: 11:45 am 
  First Sat: 9:00 am 

Mary’s Blessing Ministry      
  For financial assistance   
  please call : 
  (832) 764-9814  

Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 3:00-3:30 pm   
  or by appointment  
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Years ago I offered Mass regularly in Spring Branch at a decades-old 
residential facility designed like a wagon wheel. Its pretentious name 
meant nothing. Everyone branded it a nursing home. Quite a few 
called it the Linoleum Club. Of course it looked seedy and reeked. Most 
residents there were poor and struggled with pain and serious 
cognitive problems. The kitchen clatter and weekly hairstyling made 
Wednesday Mass in the small dining room very difficult. Everybody 
screamed. A homily was out of the question. We couldn’t bear it.  

I remember vividly a woman named Mary, 92 years old. She wore a 
blousy Hawaiian sack dress, lugging her glossy black handbag on her 
right arm. Mary spoke with a heavy accent, and for the longest time I 
thought she was Spanish. She wasn't. She was Hungarian. Everyone called her the Duchess 
of Spring Branch. 

The duchess lurched about like an injured bird with wings flared, yet a kind of elegant 
stagger. She did not bend her knees. Thin face, prominent cheekbones, hair piled on top, 
chin up. Soaring eyebrow liner she applied herself and clip on earrings gave her a 
surprisingly aristocratic air. More often than not, the duchess received Holy Communion 
sitting under a roaring beehive hair dryer in curlers.  

One day, the duchess summoned me. “I want to die,” she announced in her thick courtly 
accent. “I’ve lived 92 years. I’m blind and deaf. There’s nothing left for me here. I’ve lived a 
good life. Pray to God that he will take me.” For months afterward, she sat in the same chair 
by the front door, both hands gripping the big plastic purse, waiting for someone, anyone, 
from Hungary. 

One day, God granted the duchess’ prayer and received her to himself. In the days before 
she died, Mary’s hurting, shouting and distress noticeably increased. At times, shouting, she 
would refuse Holy Communion. But I always offered it to her, and if she wanted to leave 
mid-Mass, that was okay too. Her death saddened me. I don’t know if she had any family. 
May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.  Fr. Barker +++ 

Parishioners Pen: Angels for Homebound 
Our parishioners who have received Communion to the Homebound offer prayers reflecting 
their gratitude for being visited during their time of convalescence by our St. Philip EOM 
“angels.”  Consecrated at our Masses and placed in a gold pyx, the Eucharist is presented to our 
ministers who, immediately after Mass, travel to homes of our parishioners-in-need, prayerfully 
administering the Eucharist to them.  Awesome.  Are you called to join them?  Our Communion 
for the Homebound ministry needs your support.   “For he will give his angels charge of you to 
guard you in all your ways.” [Ps 91:11] 

This ministry’s incredibly valuable gift to our Church is available to all who have served as EOM.  
Of course, we also need new EOM ministers at all our Masses, so this is also an invitation to first 
join our EOM lay ministers – right away!  Please contact Kathy O’Donnell, kod333@comcast.net 
for more information about homebound ministry training and how to begin bringing 
Communion to the homebound.  Sincerely in Christ, Kathy O'Donnell and Jo Ann Baker 
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 
When our patron saint, Philip the Apostle, invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply,  
Come and see. [Jn 1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic 
community.  Visitors who want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are encouraged to contact our 
parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice@stphilip.cc . 

St. Philip Ministry News 
 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."  [Isa 6:8] 

Ministry meetings held at St. Philip Parish Hall or classrooms.  (Contacts: pick-up flyer at church entrance) 

Knights of Columbus  Meetings on the  3rd 

Thursdays, 6:30pm.  It has never been easier to join! 

St. Philip Family Picnic, Sunday May 22 (P3) 
Festivities begin after our 11:00 Mass.    
Mark calendars! Post on ‘fridge’!   
The Knights will be grilling burgers and hot dogs. 
Join ALL parishioners for fun, food, and fellowship. 

Children’s Liturgy Program  During the summer, 

Children’s Liturgy will be on June 12, July 10, and Aug. 14 

Mary’s Blessings Ministry  Members are 

preparing to celebrate another year serving the poor in 
the Huffman area. Coming soon: supporting projects/
donation drives. 

The Women’s Guild  The Guild had a line dance 

class before the April meeting. It was lots of fun and we 
will have this again in the Fall.  Our next meeting is May 
10 at 10 am. 

St. Philip CCE (Upcoming Dates)   

• Vacation Bible School, Decorating Days: June 8 - 10 @ 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

• Vacation Bible School Program: June 13 - 17 @ 9:30 am 
- 12:30 pm  

• AYC, Archdiocesan Youth Conference: July 29 – July 31 
• Registration for CCE and VBS is open!  See links on 

website 

 

 

 

Confirmation Ministry  ALL Confirmation 

students need to submit a newly issued Baptismal 
Certificate (this comes from the Church where your child 
was baptized) to the Parish Office.  If your child was 
baptized at St. Philip or you need any assistance, please 
call the office at 281-324-1478.  

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF)   Join us on 

May 11!  Next monthly meetings are on  May 25, June 8 
and 22.  We will use the Emmaus Journey Reflection.  All 
meetings at 7pm. 

Liturgical Ministers  Would you like to join our 

team of Lay Readers and Eucharistic Ministers (EOMs) in 
support of our incredible St. Philip Masses?   
~ Simply stop-by the Sacristy after any Mass and 
complete an application form. 
~ See the St. Philip Parish Ministries Contact 
Information flyer. 
You will be glad you did! 

Altar Servers   See Father Barker after Mass to learn 

more about this great opportunity to serve our Parish. 

Usher Ministry  Talk with a St. Philip usher before or 

after Mass to learn more about our amazing ministry 
that supports our St. Philip liturgy.   

St. Philip Choir  Come and sing for the Lord; ability 

to read music is not a prerequisite.  Talk to us after 
Mass! 

Safe Environment training is required for participation in  
St. Philip ministries.  Contact the Parish office for information. 

 Today’s REFLECTION   Angels to the Homebound 
The minister of communion represents Christ 
and manifests faith and charity on behalf of the 
whole community toward those who cannot be 
present at the Eucharist (Pastoral Care of the 
Sick: Rite of Anointing and Viaticum, 73). 
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Altar Flowers Given Pray For . . . 

St. Philip Parish Ministries 
Contact Information 

Information about St. Philip Ministries is available 
on the information table near the entrance doors. 

See page 2 for current Ministry meetings/events. 

Catholic Corner 

“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is 
the heart of a mother.”  St. Thérèse of Lisieux  

Happy Mother’s Day! 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Shirley Klee, Janice Lamb,  
Parishioners in need 

For the repose of the soul of   
Ron Williamas, Forrest Smith 
The Faithfully Departed 

Use our website “prayer request 
button” or call the office to be added 
to the “Pray For . . .” list.   

 Sunday Masses  
Saturday, May 7 
    4:00 pm -  + Jimmy Fontenot Sr. + 

Sunday, May 8 
    8:30 am –  + Gina Goycolea + 
 11:00 am – People of the Parish 

Sunday and Daily Mass 
intentions are 
mentioned at every  
St. Philip Liturgy 
celebration. 

Flowers are used to beautify our 
altar and to celebrate a loved one, 
anniversary, special event or joyful 
occasion, or as a memorial. 

Call the parish 
office at  
(281) 324-1478 
to schedule a 
date. 

Mass Intentions 

Father Barker will not 
be available on Thurs-
day, May 26.  

Our regular office 
hours: Mon - Fri;   
9 am - 1 pm. 
 

Mass Updates  Safe Environment Training 
To stay in compliance with the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, EVERY mem-
ber of EVERY ministry should NOW have training in the diocese’s Safe Environ-
ment program.  

A link and directions can be found by clicking the “Safe Environment Training” button on our 
St. Philip homepage or using the link https://www.archgh.org/offices-ministries/office-of-
child-and-youth-protection/safe-environment-training-for-adults/ 

Please contact André Taylor, ataylor@stphilip.cc for questions or assistance. 

 


