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Few motion picture scenes are more horrifying than the large raptor 
dinosaur ransacking a commercial kitchen to devour two children. I 
remember clearly my terror watching that episode in “Jurassic 
Park” (1993). The idea that a reptile can hunt down and consume 
mammals is abhorrent but alas, I can’t say no to Komodo Dragon 
nature videos.  

Fortunately for me, there’s one fearsome descendant of raptors that 
evokes feelings of delight. It’s our state bird (1927), the whip-smart gray-brown northern 
Mockingbird. This small bird is a perfect raptor and premier predator of Texas bugs and 
caterpillars. It’s lightning fast, supremely tactical and surpassed only by its larger cousin, the 
army’s Apache helicopter. And it has a great memory for people, especially nest intruders.  

Unlike many other birds, mockingbirds can walk, hop and run to gulp any six-legged morsel 
in sight. Flashing their white-patched wings like an umbrella, alternating light and shadow, 
they flush out bugs in grass. In winter, they pivot to fruits and berries. Few birds anywhere 
match mockingbirds’ tenacity in defending their nests and territories and adapting to 
change. The mockingbird justly wins the Oscar for “least concern” by eagle-eyed avian 
conservationists.  

The name mocking bird acknowledges our state bird’s exceptional vocal talents. Drawing on 
a wide range of sources -- other birds, amphibians, even bug noises -- they sing well over 
150 different songs and may serenade you up to midnight. Mockingbirds are monogamous. 
Males admirably do most of the nest building and share in the feeding of babies. “Listen to 
the Mockingbird”, a well-known 19th century folk song, poignantly interweaves the 
mockingbird with human life’s hard-learned lessons. “Through these eyes of light now /I 
begin to know /All good things in time will come and go . . . . Listen to the mockingbird /And 
know that life goes on.”  Father Barker 

Parishioners Pen: Choose Wisely 
No, this is not about devil’s temptations, or tree of good and evil choices.  Instead, let us turn to 
powerful verbs - words that show action. The New Testament epistles chose motivating verbs 
that teach, exhort, correct, and uplift.    Following are a few of the thousands of action verbs 
that resonate spiritually in the hearts of people for all time.  Abide [Jn 15:4]  Prophesy [Rom 
12:6] Anoint, Proclaim [Lk 4:18-21]  Transform, Renew [Rom 12:2]    

In the next few weeks, pay special attention to Mass readings, focusing on verbs’ call-to-action 
(specifically for us, in that moment). Additionally, in our daily prayers, choose wisely the verbs 
that best describe feelings, thanksgiving, and petitions to God. 

Another test is to avoid verbs that invoke status quo and simply do not provide much insight or 
direction.  In the business world, that may include to facilitate discussion, to study a problem, to 
circle back, or to find root causes. Worse, media provokes us with verbs to cancel someone or to 
unpack issues.  Expunge these verbs and choose wisely with verbs that motivate, solve, 
recognize, and appreciate. 

“I AM WHO I AM” [Exo 3:14]  Of course, when choosing verbs, 
sometimes simplest verbs are the wisest choices!  
Tim Logsdon 



 

2 

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 
When our patron saint, Philip the Apostle, invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply,  
Come and see. [Jn 1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic 
community.  Visitors who want to learn more about joining our St. Philip parish are encouraged to contact our 
parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice@stphilip.cc . 

St. Philip Ministry News 
 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."  [Isa 6:8] 

Ministry meetings held at St. Philip Parish Hall or classrooms.  (Contacts: pick-up flyer at church entrance) 

Knights of Columbus  Meetings on the  3rd 

Thursdays, 6:30pm.  It has never been easier to join! 

St. Philip Family Picnic, Sunday May 22 (P3) 
Festivities begin after our 11:00 Mass.    
Mark calendars! Post on ‘fridge’!   
The Knights will be grilling burgers and hot dogs. 
Join ALL parishioners for fun, food, and fellowship. 

Children’s Liturgy Program  During the summer, 

Children’s Liturgy will be on June 12, July 10, and Aug. 14 

Mary’s Blessings Ministry  Members are 

preparing to celebrate another year serving the poor in 
the Huffman area. Coming soon: supporting projects/
donation drives. 

The Women’s Guild  The Guild had a line dance 

class before the April meeting. It was lots of fun and we 
will have this again in the Fall.  Our next meeting is May 
10 at 10 am. 

St. Philip CCE (Upcoming Dates)   

• Vacation Bible School, Decorating Days: June 8 - 10 @ 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

• Vacation Bible School Program: June 13 - 17 @ 9:30 am 
- 12:30 pm  

• AYC, Archdiocesan Youth Conference: July 29 – July 31 
• Registration for CCE and VBS is open!  See links on 

website 

Confirmation Ministry  ALL Confirmation students 

need to submit a newly issued Baptismal Certificate (this 
comes from the Church where your child was baptized) 
to the Parish Office.  If your child was baptized at St. 
Philip or you need any assistance, please call the office. 

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF)   Join us on 

May 25!  Next monthly meetings are on  June 8 and 22.  
We will use the Emmaus Journey Reflection.  All 
meetings at 7pm. 

Liturgical Ministers  Would you like to join our 

team of Lay Readers and Eucharistic Ministers (EOMs) in 
support of our incredible St. Philip Masses?   
~ Simply stop-by the Sacristy after any Mass and 
complete an application form. 
~ See the St. Philip Parish Ministries Contact 
Information flyer. 
You will be glad you did! 

Altar Servers   See Father Barker after Mass to learn 

more about this great opportunity to serve our Parish. 
See invitation for appreciation dinner on p. 3! 

Usher Ministry  Talk with a St. Philip usher before or 

after Mass to learn more about our amazing ministry 
that supports our St. Philip liturgy.   

St. Philip Choir  Come and sing for the Lord; ability 

to read music is not a prerequisite.  Talk to us after 
Mass! 

Ministers to the Homebound  This is an 

invitation to first join our EOM lay ministers – right away!  
Please contact Kathy O’Donnell, kod333@comcast.net 
for more information about homebound ministry 
training and how to begin bringing Communion to the 
homebound.  

Safe Environment training is required for participation in  
St. Philip ministries.  Contact the Parish office for information. 

Do you need more information on any of our 
Spirit and Truth articles?   

Our parish website includes additional Spirit and 
Truth newsletter information.  We regularly update 
our ministry pages with current information/events. 

 Today’s REFLECTION   

mailto:kod333@comcast.net
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Altar Flowers Given Pray For . . . 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Shirley Klee, Janice Lamb,  
Parishioners in need 

For the repose of the soul of   
Ron Williams, Forrest Smith 
The Faithfully Departed 

Use our website “prayer request 
button” or call the office to be added 
to the “Pray For . . .” list.   

 Sunday Masses  
Saturday, May 14 
    4:00 pm -  + Raymond Meraz, Sr. + 

Sunday, May 15 
  8:30 am –  People of the Parish 
11:00 am –  Ralph & Mary Hill 

Sunday and Daily Mass 
intentions are 
mentioned at every  
St. Philip Liturgy 
celebration. 

Mass Intentions 

Mass Updates  

Father Barker will not be 
available on Thursday, 
May 26, June 23 and July 
21. 

Our regular office hours: 
Mon - Fri;   
9 am - 1 pm 

 

Flowers in Memory of  
Jordan Christopher Slagle 

Given by Darrell & Melinda Breaux 
 

 
 
Call the parish 
office at  
(281) 324-1478 
to schedule a 
date. 

          First Holy  
       Communion      
Congratulations to our 
CCE students who made 
their First Communion 
on Sunday, May 1.  It 
was a morning full of joy 
and lots of smiles.  
Thank you to all our pa-
rishioners for supporting 
them on this journey.  A 
special thanks to the 
Knights of Columbus and 
the Women’s Guild. 

 “Many good things come out of   
Huffman, TX. Come and See!” 

Jesus calls Philip [John 1:43–46]  The 
next day Jesus decided to go to Gali-
lee. And he found Philip and said to 
him, "Follow me." Now Philip was 
from Beth-sa'ida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. Philip found Nathan'a-el, 
and said to him, "We have found him 
of whom Moses in the law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Naza-
reth, the son of Joseph." Nathan'a-el 
said to him, "Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to 
him, "Come and see."  

St. Philip Acolytes and Altar Servers 

Father Barker invites you to join him for 
burgers and fellowship, in appreciation 
for your dedicated service! 

Tuesday, May 31st 
6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Fuddruckers 
(4360 Kingwood Dr.) 

Leaders: Andrea Wight and 
Becky Smith 
RSVP by May 27th to Andrea 
(aurora4031@gmail.com) 

 All for the Glory of God! The Diocesan Services Fund appeal 

supports over 60 ministries that advance the Gospel mis-

sion throughout our community. Together, DSF-supported 

ministries accomplish great works that no one parish could 

do on its own. You can view an update from Cardinal  

DiNardo about this year’s campaign by visiting:  

https://www.archgh.org/dsf 


