
 

  

Parish Office 
  Phone: 281-324-1478 
  Fax: 281-715-5533  
  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 2363  
   Huffman, TX 77336 

Office Location 
   2308 3rd Street 
   Huffman, TX 77336 
   Hours: Monday-Friday 
   9:00 am–1:00 pm 

Bulletin contact 
spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 

Pastor 
   Rev. Richard Barker 

Mass Times  

Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 Sunday: 8:30 am 
   Children’s  Liturgy 

Daily Mass 
  Tues - Fri: 11:45 am 
  First Sat: 9:00 am 

Mary’s Blessing Ministry      
  For financial assistance   
  please call : 
  (832) 764-9814  

Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 3:00-3:30 pm   
  or by appointment  

ARCHDIOCESE OF  
GALVESTON-HOUSTON 

St. Philip the Apostle  Catholic Church 
2308 3rd Street Huffman TX   77336 
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September 4, 2022  Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Snapshots > A Light to Keep Us True 

Parishioners Pen: Not My Fault 
Sometimes in a Sunday’s reflection on Scripture, the homily message is totally 
different from my personal observations. A recent example was Jesus’ healing 
of a paralytic at Capernaum.  Men came carrying a paralyzed man but could 
not get inside, so they made an opening in the roof above and lowered the 
man down. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, "Son, 
your sins are forgiven." [Mk: 2:5] The reflection focused not only on Jesus’ 
miracle, but also the effect on the onlookers: so that they were all amazed and 
glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything like this!" [Mk: 2:12]  

I was more impressed with the resolve of the men who lowered the paralytic into Jesus’ midst!  

These were my heroes. They exhibited pure charity. Initially, I felt frustrated that I did not “get” 

the point of the homily. But wait! Mission accomplished! A more recent homily highlighted that 

the “best grace” is the one received “in that moment.” The message I needed that Sunday was 

to be more charitable (that day, that week, and onwards). So it is listening, learning, and living 

the Scripture.  Tim Logsdon  

     A few days before I received Holy Orders (September 12, 1992), my altar 
servers surprised me with cards they created for the occasion. On the front 
cover of his hand-made card, John Cruickshank drew a picture of the sun 
shining over the world. Prefacing his card with “God said, ‘Let there be 
light’”  [Gen 1:3], he penned a remarkable theology of the priesthood:  

THE WORLD needs a light to guide it through both good and bad times. 
A light to keep us true to the one true God above. The light is the 
clergymen. Richard, when you become ordained, you become that 
light: to keep our mind, body, soul, and spirit true to God. Are you 
ready for this Richard? If not, don't worry. Pray and God will help you.  

Was I ready? Well, yes and no. The challenge of offering homilies and hearing confessions 
floored me. Even so, John reminded me God is much stronger than worries. John knew God calls 
every priest to be a missionary wherever he may be. 

     Michael Garcia, a younger altar server, pointedly emphasized the practical side. “I hope you 
enjoy your long-lasting lifetime as a ‘Father’. And I hope you enjoy your life-long time of not 
being MARRIED!” He wrote the word married in giant letters. My thirty years as a priest confirm 
celibacy as both Christ-like and sensible, for our Lord speaks of living faith as “a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life”.  [Jn 4:14] 

     Dan Kopfensteiner, like John and Michael, served my ordination Mass. He knew his presence 
at the liturgy would make a difference. “Dear ‘Father’ Richard,” he wrote, “I hope you don't get 
nervous. I will be there.” What calming words in the whirlwind.  

     Over 35 years I’ve taught hundreds of boys the meaning of the Mass and how to serve 
worthily and well. To a young man thinking about priesthood, servers would say: Take one step 
at a time. Don’t worry about yesterday or tomorrow. Being a priest is a way of life not a reward. 
It’s a journey not an answer. To this I would add, “Allow (your) spirit to be overturned in order to 
make it turn towards God”.  [Pope Saint John Paul II, 1984]  
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Sunday Masses  
Saturday, September 3 
  4:00 pm -  + Ron Williams + 
Sunday, September 4 
  8:30 am –  + Ron Williams + 
 11:00 am –  People of the          
       Parish  

Mass Intentions 

Sunday Morning CCE Teachers Needed 
They’re cute. They’re sweet. They need you.   

Our CCE program needs at least 3 new volunteers on Sun-
day mornings for our Elementary classes: 
Kindergarten/1st grade co-teacher 
3rd/4th grade co-teacher 
5th grade co-teacher 

If interested or for more information, please contact  

Carlie Richard @ crichard@stphilip.cc.  

Parish Office Updates 
The parish office will be closed Monday, Sept. 5. 

Fr. Barker will be out of the office on the following dates:  

 September 16, Friday 
 October 14, Friday 
 November 11, Friday 

 December 9, Friday 
 December 15, Thursday 

All Parish Music Ministers and members of parish music 
programs are invited for a day of Prayer, Preparation, Re-
flection and Renewal for a new year of Music Ministry. A 
celebration of Vespers presided by Daniel Cardinal Di-
Nardo– liturgy and fellowship for participants — will close 
the day.  Please contact Noah Arnold for more details. 

Choir News 
Each Sunday, we are blessed to hear all the beautiful voic-
es of our parishioners singing praises to God.  We see this 
from the vantage point of our choir seats.  If you’ve no-
ticed, we have many empty seats that we need YOU to fill.   

There is no experience necessary, only a willingness to 
serve.  We have weekly practices and meet before Mass. 
Our group is very supportive and we enjoy our time to-
gether.  We are planning an outing on September 10th, to 
enhance our choir experience.  See flyer below. 

We would love the chance to meet with you and talk 
more.  Please stop by our choir table on the weekends of 
September 3-4, 17 - 18, and 24 - 25.  

A Day of Renewal for Music Ministers: 
Vespers for a New Year Fall 2022 

 

University of St. Thomas Jerabeck Center 
3800 Montrose Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77006 

September 10, 2022 
9:00 AM-3:00 PM 

Women’s Guild Membership Drive 
Stop by our information  
tables on the weekends of 
Sept. 17-18 and Sept. 24 -25 
for more information.  We’d 
love to meet you and speak 
with you about all the ways 
our ministry supports  
St. Philip. 

Knights of Columbus: Save the Dates 

BBQ RIBS ARE BACK!  
Prepared by our St. Philip Knights of Columbus.  Available 

after Masses  September 17-18. 

22nd ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Oakhurst Golf Club, Porter, TX 

October 1, 2022 
 Registration & Breakfast at 7:30 am  
  Shotgun start at 8:30 am 
  Four person (men/women) scramble 
Proceeds benefit the St. Philip Knights, pro-life, youth 
charities, and more. 

Back to School Blessing and Breakfast 
We had a wonderful turnout Sun-
day, Sept. 28 for our backpack bless-
ing.  Fr. Barker spoke to the children 
and gave them a beautiful blessing 
to prepare them for the upcoming 
school year.  The Mass was followed 

by a fabulous breakfast prepared by the Knights of Colum-
bus.  CCE is so grateful to our Knights for all they do for our 
parish children. It was a great morning to share together 
and welcome everyone home after summer breaks.  Both 
our CCE program and K of C are  great ways to give back to 
the parish.  See the following information for ways to join. 

Altar Flowers 

Altar flowers donated by 
The Abdelnoor Family  

in celebration of  
Ed and Judy Abdelnoor’s  

67th Wedding Anniversary. 

mailto:crichard@stphilip.cc
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WELCOME TO OUR FAITH FAMILY AT ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 
When our patron saint, Philip the Apostle, invited a friend to meet Jesus, he said simply,  
Come and see. [Jn 1:46]  This is our welcome to you. Come and see our faith family! 

We invite all the people of our parish, our visitors and guests to experience the parish life of our Catholic community.  
Learn more about joining our St. Philip parish by contacting our parish office at 281-324-1478 or parishoffice@stphilip.cc . 

Knights of Columbus  Meetings on the 3rd Thursdays, 6:30pm.  Upcoming calendar of events:  

BBQ Ribs are back—September 17-18 after Masses.  22nd Annual Charity Golf Tournament—October 1.  See p2 for 
details. 

Children’s Liturgy Program  We return to our regular Children’s Liturgy schedule on September 18 at 8:30 am.  

Mary’s Blessings Ministry  Members are preparing to celebrate another year serving the poor in the Huffman 

area. Coming soon: supporting projects/donation drives. 

The Women’s Guild  Our monthly meetings resume this Fall.  Stop by our membership table for more information.  

St. Philip CCE (Upcoming Dates)  Registration for CCE is open!  See link on website 

Confirmation Ministry We welcome Bishop Emeritus Edmond Carmody to celebrate the sacrament of 

Confirmation next Sunday, September 11 at 11:00 am.  Congratulations to all our Confirmandi! 

Journey in the Catholic Faith (JCF)  We will return on September 14, with a new study. All meetings at 7pm. 

Liturgical Ministers  Would you like to join our team of Lay Readers and Eucharistic Ministers (EOMs) in support of 

our incredible St. Philip Masses?  You will be glad you did!  Stop-by the Sacristy after any Mass and complete an 
application form or consult the St. Philip Parish Ministries Contact Information flyer. 

Altar Servers   See Father Barker after Mass to learn more about this great opportunity to serve our Parish. 

Usher Ministry  Talk with a St. Philip usher before or after Mass to learn more about our amazing ministry that 

supports our St. Philip liturgy.   

St. Philip Choir  Come and sing for the Lord; ability to read music is not a prerequisite.  Talk to us after Mass! 

Ministers to the Homebound  Please contact Kathy O’Donnell, kod333@comcast.net for more information 

about homebound ministry training and how to begin bringing Communion to the homebound.  

Safe Environment training is required for participation in St. Philip ministries.  Contact the Parish office for information. 

St. Philip Ministry News 
 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."  [Isa 6:8] 

Ministry meetings held at St. Philip Parish Hall or classrooms.  (Contacts: pick-up flyer at church entrance) 

 

All for the Glory of God 
Your gift makes a difference: 

Join Our Office Team! 

• Flexible work schedule (guaranteed 1 day/wk) 
• Paid Position 
• Laid back, family environment 
• Training provided 
• Never a dull moment! 
We would love to speak with you more and answer any 
questions.  Please call the parish office at  
281-324-1478 for more information. 
Send resumes to: parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

 Teaching, Evangelizing & Worship   

 Nurturing & Strengthening Families   

 Promoting, Preparing & Supporting the Clergy  

 Ministering to the Poor, the Sick and the Incarcerated   

 Rebates to Parishes (10% over goal)   

 Special Grants 

mailto:kod333@comcast.net

