
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 



Christmas 2019 
  
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
  
Christmas brings joy to the world and joy to 
our hearts as we contemplate and celebrate 
Christ’s birth at Bethlehem. 
 
We can readily appreciate Mary’s joy as she gazed on the 
beauty, mystery and wonder of her newborn Son.  It is a 
joy all mothers experience and one fathers and families 
share as they welcome and appreciate the gift of new life. 
 
Mary’s joy was deepened by the wondrous knowledge 
that the Child she bore was also God’s Eternal Son who, 
through her, took on a human nature to be with us and 
to save us.  That presence brought joy to a cold and drafty 
cave where Mary and Joseph took shelter with animals. 
Christ’s presence brings joy to us no matter what our 
circumstances. 
 
We marvel not only that God’s Son took on our human 
nature, but that we, through the baptism Jesus instituted, 
also gain a share in God’s divine life. Jesus is God’s Son by 
nature. Through baptism we become God’s children by 
adoption.  And just as God was truly in Mary’s arms in 
the Infant Jesus, so too, though in a different way, God is 
with us in our souls through baptism.  Our God is not 
distant, indifferent or detached from our lives.  He is with 
us. He is Emmanuel. 
 
The Christmas Season begins with the birth of Christ and 
ends with the Feast of His baptism.  The Season with all 
its beautiful liturgies, traditions and customs will quickly 
pass. However, for those who have become God’s adopted 
sons and daughters through baptism and who remain in 
His grace, God does not pass from us.  We have His 
presence, strength and peace with us always.  Like Mary 
and Joseph we will face uncertainties, disappointments 
and unexpected trials, but we do not face them 
alone.  We are aided by a strength greater than our own. 
 
May the enduring presence of Christ to you and all the 
baptized extend the joy of Christmas and the blessings of 
God throughout the New Year and all of life. 
 
With every prayerful best wish, I remain 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Bishop of Worcester  

A Christmas Message from Father Albert 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Christmas is finally here. For all four weeks of 
Advent we have been waiting and praying for the coming 
blessings of Christmas. And now Christmas is here. I wish 
you all a Merry Christmas. Today the angels are bringing 
us the good news of great joy for all the people, for to us 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. As people of God we have a claim to the 
joy and the peace that the birth of Christ brings to the 
world. We rejoice in the fact that his birth in that simple 
manger in Bethlehem opened for us the way to salvation. 
 

Christmas is a feast of light. Christ came to bring 
light and hope to our world. He opens our eyes to see 
things with the new light of faith. That is why we have 
lighted the white candle in the middle of Advent wreath. 
As children of God, it is our mission to bring light and 
hope to others especially to people who are unwanted, 
unloved, marginalized, or hopeless. 

 

We give each other gifts during Christmas. What 
is the reason? We give Christmas gifts because of a 
tradition that seems to arise from the gifts that the wise 
men brought to Jesus. As stated in the gospel of St. 
Matthew: “On coming to the house they saw the child 
with his mother Mary and they bowed down and 
worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and incense and of 
myrrh.” What is the gift that you would like to offer to 
Jesus today? On this special day, let us not talk so much 
about politics, but rather, bring joy and peace by being 
more compassionate, kind, and forgiving. That would be 
the greatest gift we could offer to Jesus. 
 

Once again, wishing you all a Merry Christmas. 
 

Fr. Albert 

An unknown author wrote something about the Christmas Ten 
Commandments that appeared in a church newsletter and these 
contain some good advice that will help us keep selfishness in 
check this Christmas: 
 

You shall not leave “Christ” out of Christmas, making it 
“Xmas.”  To some, “X” is unknown. 

You shall prepare your soul for Christmas.  Spend not so much on 
gifts that your soul is forgotten. 

You shall not let Santa Claus replace Christ, thus robbing the day 
of its spiritual reality. 

You shall not burden the shop girl, the mailman and the merchant 
with complaints and demands. 

You shall give yourself with your gift.  This will increase its value 
a hundred-fold and he who receives it shall treasure it 
forever. 

You shall not value gifts received by their cost.  Even the least 
expensive may signify love and that is more priceless than 
silver and gold. 

You shall not neglect the needy. Share your blessings with many 
who will go hungry and cold unless you are generous. 

You shall not neglect thy church.  Its services highlight the true 
meaning of the season. 

You shall be as a little child.  Not until you have become in spirit 
as a little one are you ready to enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

You shall give your heart to Christ.  Let Him be at the top of your 
Christmas list. 



 SAINT ANNE PARISH 
20 Boston Road     Southborough, MA 01772 

 
Parish Contact Information  

Office Hours, Monday ~ Thursday 
9:30 am to 3:30 pm  

Friday ~ 9:30 am to noon  
Telephone  508-485-0141   

 Fax 508-460-0181 

E-mail: 

stanne403@stannesouthborough.org 
Web:  www.stannesouthborough.org 

 
Amy Buttiglieri ~ Webmaster 

webmaster@stannesouthborough.org 
   

Fr. Albert Irudayasamy, 
Pastor 

   fralbert@stannesouthborough.org 
 
 

Parish Council 
George Stagno ~ Chair 

 
Finance Committee 
Rich Flathers ~ Chair  

 
 

Religious Education 
Director of  Religious Education 

 
Monica Shay  

 monica@stannesouthborough.org 
 

Parish Office Manager 
 

Melissa Shields 
stanne403@stannesouthborough.org  

Linda Bradstreet  (on leave)    
Bookkeeper 

 
Bridgitte Morgan 

bridgitte@stannesouthborough.org 
 
 
  

 Music Ministry  
Organist & Choir Director: 

Paul Crivello    508-366-0821 
pcrivello04@gmail.com    

Maintenance 
Matt Bernier 

mbern@stannesouthborough.org 

We welcome all visitors to St. Anne Parish.  If you would like to join our faith 

community, please call the Parish Office to register: 

508-485-0141 

 

ST. ANNE PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the people of St. Anne Parish, Southborough, in the Diocese of Worcester are called 

through Baptism to become one faith family.  We commit ourselves to embody the presence of 
Christ in Word and Sacrament; by using our ministries to welcome all who are seeking Jesus 

and to share in the life and work of our Catholic faith.  In the spirit and truth of the Holy 
Trinity, we will use our time, talents and treasure to answer God’s command to love one 

another as He has loved us, in holy worship, prayer, Catechetical formation for all, 
evangelization and service to others. 

 
“When Joseph 

awoke, he did as 
the angel of the 

Lord had 
commanded him 
and took his wife 
into his home.”  
(Matthew 1:24)   

 
Putting our complete 

trust in the Lord without 
expecting anything in 
return. Striving to put 

God first in all things and 
follow Him wherever He 

may lead us.  As we 
prepare for the birth of 
our Lord, pray for the 

strength and courage to 
be a model of 

discipleship, just as 
Joseph was. 

 
Lord’s Day Mass Schedule:  

 

Saturday ~ 5:00 pm 
 Sunday ~ 8:30 am, 10:30 am, and 

5:30 pm. 
 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
10:30 am Mass during school year  

 

Daily Mass Schedule: 
Week Day Mass 

 Monday-Thursday:   9:00 am  
First Friday:   9:00 am 

 

Healing Mass: 
First Wednesday of every month  
at 7:00 pm, excluding holidays     

Confessions:  
 Saturday ~ 4:15 pm,  

or anytime on request 
   

 Exposition and Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament: 

Wednesdays   
  9:30 am to 8:00 pm  

 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Call the Parish Office to  

schedule a Baptism. 
Baptisms are generally celebrated  at 

any of the Masses on the first 
weekend of the month so that the 

child may be welcomed and received 
in the presence of the parish 

community. 
 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Arrangements with a priest required  

at least one year prior to 
 the wedding date.   

 
Visitation of the Sick 

Fr. Albert and St. Anne  Ministers of 
Communion are pleased to bring 
Holy Communion to parishioners 

who are unable to join us for weekly 
worship. Call  the Parish Office to 

arrange a time. 

DECEMBER 22, 2019 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

http://www.stannesouthborough.org
mailto:pcrivello04@gmail.com


Parish Information & Announcements  

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE  

SATURDAY   21   5:00 pm For Barbara Ferreira by 
Jeanette Castelda 

SUNDAY   22   8:30 am For Angela LaFon (One 
Month) by the Morgan 
Family 

   10:30 am For St. Anne Parishioners 

   5:30 pm For the students and families 
of St. Anne Parish 

MONDAY   23   9:00 am For Margaret Ann Hostage 

TUESDAY   24   5:00 pm For St. Anne Parishioners 

 11:00 pm For St. Anne Parishioners 

WEDNESDAY   25   8:30 am For St. Anne Parishioners 

 10:30 am For St. Anne Parishioners 

THURSDAY   26 9:00 am For Noreen Behrens (Living 
Intention) by Barbara & 
Matthew Malloy 

SATURDAY   28   5:00 pm For Dick Castelda by 
Jeanette Castelda 

SUNDAY   29   8:30 am For Cecilia Lynch (Living 
Intention) by Barbara & 
Matthew Malloy 

 10:30 am For St. Anne Parishioners 

     5:30 pm For the students and families 
of St. Anne Parish 

 
 

    
 

JANUARY 2020:   
                                                                                   

Grades 1/2     ~ (Non-Sacramental) meets on 
                        Sunday, January 5 & 12, 9:30-10:30 am    
Grade 2           ~ First Reconciliation/First Communion meets  
& older*            on Sunday, January 5 & 12, 9:30-10:30 am  
                                                                  ¹There will be a First Reconciliation meeting                    
                                                                         for parents on January 12 at 9:30 a.m.  
                         ²The Sacrament of Reconciliation has been                                 
                                                                        changed from January, 26 to January 13, at                  
                                                                        6:30 pm   in the church. 
 
Grade   3         ~ Meets on Sunday, January 5 & 12,  
                        9:30-10:30 am   
Grade 4              ~ Meets on Sunday, January 5 & 12,  
                        9:30-10:30 am   
Grade 5           ~ Meets on Sunday, January 5 & 12,  
                        9:30-10:30 am   
Grade 6/7               ~ Meets on Sunday, January 5 & 12,  
                        5:30-8:00 pm (includes 5:30 pm Mass) 
 
 

Grade 8                         ~ Meets on Sunday, January 5 & 12, 
                       5:30-8:00 pm (includes 5:30 pm Mass) 
 
 

Grade 9/10*   ~ 2 year Confirmation Sacramental Preparation     
                          Meets on Sunday, January 5 & 12,  
                       5:30-8:00 pm (includes 5:30 pm Mass) 

Advent and Christmas: 
 
 

Christmas Masses: December 24: 5:00 pm & 11:00 pm  
                                 December 25: 8:30 am & 10:30 am  

 
 

Confessions during Advent and Christmas will be heard 
between the 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses.  

Holy Day of Obligation - New Year’s Day 
 
 

The Mass Schedule for New Year’s is: 
 
 
 

New Year’s Eve - Tuesday, December 31 at 5:00 pm 
New Year’s Day - Wednesday, January 1 at 9:00 am. 

Caring Heart Banner 
 

The students preparing to receive their First 
Communion this spring, along with Grade 8 

RE students, have created Caring Cards for the 
Caring Heart Banner.  These cards provide 

suggestions for how St. Anne parishioners can 
prepare their hearts for the coming of Jesus. 

 
Parishioners are invited to take a Caring 

Card home with them to remind them of one specific way they 
can share God’s love with others. 

PRAYER SPONSORSHIP 
 

St. Anne parishioners are invited to be a prayer 
sponsor for St. Anne students preparing to receive 
the sacraments of First Communion and 
Confirmation this spring.  Prayer sponsorship letters 
are still available in the church main foyer. Thank 
you for spiritually supporting these young people. 

Please note: there will be no Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament for the next two Wednesdays, December 25 and 

January 1. 



Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Anyone who is ill or suffering will 
welcome a blessed, warm, and comforting prayer shawl.  Shawls 

are located at the parish office during business hours.  
The ministry members meet every Monday at 10:00 a.m. to noon 

in the Conference Room in the Parish Hall.  
New members are always welcomed. 

 

Annette Buhsmer, Chair 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will NOT meet on Monday, December 
23, but WILL meet on Monday, December 30. 

 
 

United Parishes of Southborough Food Pantry 
 

Thank you so very much for your continuous support of the 
Southborough Food Pantry. You make it possible for us to 

help our clients.  As most food items are date sensitive, please 
be sure that your donation is not out of date.  Donations may be 
left in the foyer of the parish hall. If you know of anyone who 
could benefit from the Food Pantry, please encourage them to 
come. Pantry hours (located at Pilgrim Church) are Tuesdays 

from 7-8 p.m. and Fridays from 10-11 a.m. 
 

 

Pat Draper, St. Anne  Parish Coordinator 

Liturgical Minister Schedule 

December 21 & 22 ~ FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

   5:00 pm Lector Roger Jolicoeur  

 Communion Ministers Debbie Simon/NEED 2  

   8:30 am Lector                           Ellen Kluge  

 Communion Ministers 
Elaine Yetman/Julia 
Denardo Roney/Nancy 
Denardo 

 

 10:30 am Lector Pat Draper  

 Communion Ministers 
Steve & Clara Buttiglieri/
Peter Bradstreet 

 

 

December 24 & 25 ~ THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  

   5:00 pm Lector Pat Draper  

 Communion Ministers NEED 3  

 11:00 pm Lector                           Nancy Denardo  

 Communion Ministers NEED 3  

   8:30 am Lector Regina McAuliffe  

 Communion Ministers NEED 3  

 10:30 am Lector Jim Garden  

 Communion Ministers 
Joanne Flathers/Connie 
LeDuc/NEED 1 

 

Ministries 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  
 

Sr. Yvette, Faith Stephens, Jan & Charlie Mangana, Danielle 
Taylor, Jamie Farley,  Stephanie McMahon,  Rachel Knoll, Brad 
Arsenault, Paine Family, Lavallee Family, Marilou A. Custodio, 
Melinda O’Connor, Susan Davis, Scott Broussard, Paul Brodeur, 
Kenny Cassidy, Colleen Manning, Simone Almeida, Pat Austin, 
Phil Auzenne, Gayle Dufour, Alexandra Barr, Carolyn Green, 
(Red) Weir, Zenta Franz, Denise Perrin, Katie Lutz, Judi Shea, 
Larochelle Family, Barbara Peterson, Gertrude Wallace, Judy 
Christian, Jeanne Walker, Dianne Higgins, Millie Garden, Dorothy 
Reid, Yvonne Allain, Dewey Morton, Michael Santella, Carol 
Dunn, Stephen Brown, Kristine Livingstone, Rita Babino, Carolyn 
Connors, Jan Peterson, Reno Morra, Trent Vaughn, Arron 
Anderson, Peter Pino, Amy Richardson, Kathy, Andrea Furtado, 
Rick Davis, Fran, Carol Cory, Cecile,  Keith Whipple, Seminarian 
Alex Quach, Pat Moran, Sarah, Maryjayne Carey, Fr. Leo, Patricia, 
Ryan, Shelia, Linda Bradstreet,  Keith Whipple, Faith Stephen, Pat, 
Linda, Paul, Dan Nicole, James, Fr. Thirburse F. Millot, Bill 
Gittins, Claudia Webster, Katie Kulik, Jackie Di Buono, Elaine 
Arrison and Rachel Attaway 

 

We are looking for Adult Altar Servers. If 
interested, please contact Fran Schiebe by calling 

the Parish Office. 

                 MUSIC MINISTRY 
If parishioners would like to be in the Adult 

choir, rehearsals will meet on Sundays during 
Advent from 9:30 am to 10:15 am.  We'll begin 
with preparing for the Christmas Eve 11:00 pm 
Mass.  If time and numbers of people permit, 
we'll also prepare some selections for Advent. 

Questions? Please contact  
                                   Paul @ 508-254-1254 or  
                                   prcivello04@gmail.com 

PRAYER FOR THE VOCATION OF MARRIAGE: Heavenly Father, through the intercession of the Holy Family, help us 
treasure the gift of marriage that reflects the love of Christ for the Church, where the self-giving love of husband and wife unites 

them more perfectly and cooperates in your plan for new life created in your image.  
Help us support men and women in their vocation of marriage, especially in difficult times when they join their sufferings to the 

Cross. Help us uphold the institution of marriage in our society as the place where love is nurtured and family life begins. Help us 
acknowledge that our future depends on this love and your providential care for us. Amen. 

 

Children's Liturgy: Children's Liturgy Ministry at 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass invites children aged kindergarten 

to Grade 5 to hear and discuss the Gospel story with 
their peers.  Parents always welcome.  No registration 

necessary.  If interested in serving in a leading or 
assisting role, please contact Joanne Flathers at 

jflathers17@gmail.com or phone the Parish Office to leave your 
name and contact information. 

Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.  

 

Matthew 5:16 

mailto:jflathers17@gmail.com


Other Announcements 

Would you like  to receive a copy of the bulletin via email every 
week? To be added to the bulletin distribution list, please send  an 

email to: stanne403@stannesouthborough.org with “St. Anne 
Bulletin List” in the subject line.  

PREVENTING CHILD ABUSE IS EVERYONE'S RESPONSIBILITY:  
 

It is every adult's moral responsibility to protect possible victims (any 
age) by reporting suspected abuse or neglect to the responsible 

authorities. For particular help you may call: The Office for Healing 
and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester, at 508-929-4363.   The 

Diocese of Worcester requires Safe Environment training for all staff 
and volunteers.  

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP REPORTS FOR:: 
 

December 15, 2019  
 
     Weekly Offering ………………………….$5,559.00 
      
Diocesan and Special Collections in DECEMBER ~ 2019         
      Christmas Flower Offering                                During the Month 
                            

    THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING GENEROUS SUPPORT.   
 

Online Giving:  St. Anne Parish partners with WeShare for 
on-line giving.  WeShare allows both onetime gifts, as well 

as regular, scheduled donations. Please visit our Parish 
website www.stannesouthborough.org for the link to 

WeShare.com or call 1-800-950-9952 and use option 1 to 
answer any questions.   

 

St. Anne’s Website: With our website we have an 
additional  resource for  online giving and online CE 

registration. St. Anne Parish partners with eCatholic and 
BluePay for easy on-line giving. Our one-step on-line form 

allows both one-time gifts, as well as  regular, scheduled 
donations. Please visit our Parish website 

www.stannesouthborough.org and select the Quick Link to 
the BluePay On-Line Giving page.  

 
Thank you to parishioners who are using Online Giving.  
Parishioners who use the service seem pleased with how 

easy it is to set up and manage.  If you have not yet signed 
up for Online Giving, please consider this option.  By using 

Online Giving you are helping our parish improve our 
operational efficiency.  

Traveling Holy Hour for Vocations 
Join us for the traveling holy hour for vocations on Wednesday, 
January 15 at 7:00 pm at St. Luke Church in Westboro.  All are 

welcome to attend and pray for vocations to priesthood and 
religious life in our diocese.  

Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

Join us at Blessed Sacrament Church  551 
Pleasant St., Worcester for an Ecumenical 

Celebration of the Word of God during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
on Sunday, January 19 at 2:00 pm.  

"They showed us unusual kindness" (Acts 28:2)  

Respect Life Month Event in Worcester 
 

Can’t make it to the March for Life in D.C? Let’s kick off 
Respect Life Month locally!  “Let Life Live” event to be 
held at Sacred Heart-St. Catherine of Sweden Parish 

Hall,  596 Cambridge St., Worcester on 
Saturday,  January 11 from noon - 3:30 pm.  We will 

have music from Musicians for Life, speakers, 
representatives from Problem Pregnancy, Visitation 
House, Mass Citizens for Life, 40 Days for Life, First 

Concern and more! For more information call Lynn at 
508-612-3999.  

Taize Prayer in Worcester 
 

All are welcome for Taize prayer- Sacred 
Music for Vespers  on Sunday, January 12, 
7:00 - 7:45 pm. Catholics, Protestants, and 
Orthodox musicians come to together in 

sacred choir to sing simple, pure music to 
support peace and respect between all 

Christians and Non-Christians. To be held at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 73 Lancaster St., Worcester. Social to follow with 

Mulled Cider and light refreshments.Free to people of all faiths 
and walks of life.Free will offering gratefully received. Please 

call or text Will Raymond if you have any questions. Cell/Text 
978-368-3294.  

http://www.stannesouthborough.org
http://www.stannesouthborough.org
http://www.stannesouthborough.org


The Saint Anne Christmas Pageant 

December 14, 2019 

 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT:  We would like to thank all the 

children who  participated in the Christmas Pageant on 
Saturday evening, December 14th.  They did a wonderful 

job.  It was a beautiful evening with over one hundred 
parishioners in attendance.  Dinner was served to all and it 

was delicious.  Thank you to Monica Shay, Deb Sanford,  Pat 
Draper, catechists, and parents who helped.  Thank you to 
Jim Garden who played Santa Claus for the evening.  He 

made a great Santa! 
 



Religious Education Life/Teen Program 

St. Anne’s Parish 2019 Certificate of Exemplary Virtue of Service 
recipients: Abby Pearson, Brendan Philbin-Hannigan, Bridget 

Philbin-Hannigan, Joe Domolky, Annie Garden and Caroline Wages  

Six high school students 
from St. Anne’s Parish 

were honored at the 5:30 
pm Mass on Sunday, 

December 15th for their 
distinguished service in 

attending the Mississippi 
Hurricane Katrina Relief 
Service Trip this past July 
with St. Matthew’s Church 

Youth Ministry.  Each 
student was presented with 
a Certificate of Exemplary 

Virtue of Service before 
the parish 

congregation.  After Mass 
they attended the 

Confirmation class where 
they each shared their 

inspiring stories with the 
Religious Education 
students who will be 

participating in a 
community service project 

in February 2020.  

Allison, a 10th grade Confirmation 
candidate, shares some details about 

the life of St. Louise de Merillac.  Ally 
has chosen Louise as her 

Confirmation name. 

Nathan, a 9th grade 
Confirmation candidate, 

presents his poster “Saints 
Who Were Canonized Before 

the Age of 25”. 

Lily, a 7th grade RE student, 
participates in combined RE Grades 6 
- 10+ Hallow’s Eve games.   The classes 

discussed All Saints’ and All Souls’ 
Day during their October 26th class. 


