
Parish Contact Information 
Office Hours: 

Monday ~ Thursday 
9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday ~ 9:30 am to noon  
Telephone  508-485-0141 

Fax 508-460-0181 
 

E-mail: 
stanne403@stannesouthborough.org 
Web:  www.stannesouthborough.org     

 

Pastor 
Fr. Albert Irudayasamy 

fralbert@stannesouthborough.org 
 

Parish Council 
Monica Shay ~ Chair  

 

Finance Committee 
Rich Flathers ~ Chair   

  

Religious Education 
Director of Religious Education:  

 Rachelle Carmony 
rachelle@stannesouthborough.org 

Office hours available by appointment 
Monday to Friday 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

plus Sundays 9:00 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 

Parish Office Manager 
George Stagno 

stanne403@stannesouthborough.org   
  

Bookkeeper  
Bridgitte Morgan 

bridgitte@stannesouthborough.org  
 

Music Ministry  
Choir Director: 

Paul Crivello    508-366-0821 
pcrivello04@gmail.com  

 

Saturday 5:00: John Arnold 
Sunday 8:30 and 10:30: Paul Crivello 
Sunday 5:30: Kathy & Matt Bernier   

Maintenance 
Matt Bernier 

mbern@stannesouthborough.org  
 

Amy Buttiglieri ~ Webmaster 
webmaster@stannesouthborough.org 

Lord’s Day Mass Schedule:     

Saturday ~ 5:00 pm   
Sunday ~ 8:30 am, 10:30 am and 

5:30 pm.  
 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will 
resume in the early spring. 

 
 

 Daily Mass Schedule:  
Week Day Mass 

Monday-Thursday:   9:00 am 
First Fridays:   9:00 am  

 
 

Healing Mass: 
First Wednesday of every month at 

7:00 p.m.  
  
 

Confessions: 
   Saturday ~ 4:15 pm,  

First Wednesday of each month ~ 
6:30 - 7:00 p.m., 

or anytime on request  
 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament: 

 Wednesdays:   9:30 am to 6:00 pm   
 
 

 Sacrament of Baptism  
Call the Parish Office to  schedule a 

Baptism. For the time being, 
baptisms are will be celebrated 
outside of Masses, rather than 

during a scheduled Mass.  
  
 

 Sacrament of Marriage 
Arrangements with a priest required  

at least one year prior to  the 
wedding date.    

 
 

 Visitation of the Sick  
Fr. Albert is pleased to bring Holy 
Communion to parishioners who 
are unable to join us for weekly 

worship. Call  the Parish Office to 
arrange a time.  

 

We welcome all visitors to St. Anne Parish.  
If you would like to join our faith 

community, please call the Parish Office to 
register:  508-485-0141 

Would you like  to receive a copy of the 
bulletin via email every week?  

Please send  an email to: 
stanne403@stannesouthborough.org with “St. 

Anne Bulletin List” in the subject line.  

ST. ANNE PARISH MISSION STATEMENT  

We, the people of St. Anne Parish, Southborough, in the Diocese of Worcester are called 
through Baptism to become one faith family.  We commit ourselves to embody the 

presence of Christ in Word and Sacrament; by using our ministries to welcome all who 
are seeking Jesus and to share in the life and work of our Catholic faith.  In the spirit and 

truth of the Holy Trinity, we will use our time, talents and treasure to answer God’s 
command to love one another as He has loved us, in holy worship, prayer, Catechetical 

formation for all, evangelization and service to others.  

 

 SAINT ANNE PARISH 
20 Boston Road     Southborough, MA 01772 

Second Sunday of Lent, C 
 

March 13, 2022 

“I am the Lord who brought 
you from Ur of the Chaldeans 

to give you this land as a 
possession.” 

   

(Genesis 15:7) 
 

Just as the Lord gave 
Abraham, Moses and the 

Israelites a land to possess, He 
has also given each of us a 

home.   
 

Whether your home is grand or 
humble, it is a gift from God.   

 

Abraham prepared a great 
sacrifice to the Lord in gratitude 

for the home God gave him.   
 

How do you show your 
gratitude to God for the home 

He has given you?   
 

Do you make a sacrifice of any 
kind?  Do you return any of 

your finances to God, investing 
equally in your eternal home 

just as you invest in your 
earthly home? 

 



Liturgical Minister Schedule 
To be trained, please call the Parish Office 

   
March 12 & 13 - Second Sunday of Lent, C 

Sat   5:00 pm Lector Laura Schroeder 

 Communion Ministers Debbie Simon 

Sun   8:30 am Lector                           Nancy Denardo 

 Communion Ministers Elaine Yetman 

Sun 10:30 am Lector Jim Garden 

 Communion Ministers Steve Buttiglieri 

Sun  5:30 pm Lector Need 

 Communion Ministers Need 

 Collection Counting M. Raymond/Need 

 
March 19 & 20 - Third Sunday of Lent, C 

Sat   5:00 pm Lector Debbie Simon 

 Communion Ministers Laura Schroeder 

Sun   8:30 am Lector                           Ellen Kluge 

 Communion Ministers Nancy Denardo 

Sun 10:30 am Lector Jim Garden 

 Communion Ministers Pat Draper 

Sun  5:30 pm Lector RE Students 

 Communion Ministers RE Students 

 Collection Counting P. Draper/J. Flathers 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE  

with  MASS INTENTIONS  (March 12 to March 20) 
 

To request a Mass Intention, stop in Parish Office or call 508-485-0141. 

SATURDAY   12 5:00 pm For Fr. Robert E. Gariepy, 
priest of Worcester Diocese 

SUNDAY   13 8:30 am For all high school seniors  
waiting to hear from colleges 
by Marybeth Philbin-Hannigan 

 10:30 am For Michael Philbin Pelland 
by Marybeth Philbin-Hannigan 

 5:30 pm For Johnny Hannigan (Healing) 
by Marybeth Philbin-Hannigan 

MONDAY   14 9:00 am For Carol Bailey by Mr. and 
Mrs. James Donahue 

TUESDAY  15 9:00 am For Bill Yetman by Elaine 
Yetman 

WEDNESDAY  16 
 

9:00 am For Deacon John Barton, 
priest of Worcester Diocese 

THURSDAY  17 9:00 am For Mary White by Elaine 
Yetman 

FRIDAY  18 9:00 am For Pat Moran by St. Anne 
parishioners 

SATURDAY  19 5:00 pm For Carol Bailey’s family 
(Healing) by Debbie Simon 

SUNDAY   20 8:30 am For students of all ages who 
have suffered during the 
pandemic by Marybeth 
Philbin-Hannigan 

 10:30 am For Theresa St. Maurice (3rd 

Anniversary) by Cecelia Lynch 

 5:30 pm For Deacon John Barton by 
clergy of Worcester Diocese 

 An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 

myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.   Amen. 

Parish mass information and ministries 

 

Preventing Child Abuse is Everyone’s Responsibility  
 
 
 
 

It is every adult's moral responsibility to protect possible victims 
(any age) by reporting suspected abuse or neglect to the 

responsible authorities. For help you may call: The Office for 
Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester, at 508-929-4363. 
The Diocese of Worcester requires Safe Environment training for 

all staff and volunteers. 

Livestreamed St. Anne Masses (subject to change):    
 

ALL St. Anne Mass offerings will now be livestreamed: 
5:00 p.m. Saturday, 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, and 9:00 a.m. daily Masses through website!  

• Go to parish webpage: 
www.stannesouthborough.org. 

• Scroll down and click on “Watch Live!” box.  

• Scroll down to “eCatholic Live” box. 

• Click on the arrow in the middle of the logo 
at 5:00 p.m. for Saturday evening Mass, 8:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m. or 5:30 p.m. for Sunday 
Mass, and 9:00 a.m. for daily Masses 
Monday through Thursday. 

St. Anne Parish 
Livestreamed Daily and Weekend Masses 

Part-Time Bookkeeper Position Available 
 
 

Saint Anne is looking to hire a part time Bookkeeper to 
perform normal accounting functions including payroll and 

tax reporting.  
 
 

The individual should be very familiar with “QuickBooks” 
and its interaction with other software packages. Additional 
duties are ordering supplies for the church and 

office production.  
 
 
 

Days are flexible for reporting to work but 
would be the same for every week.  

http://www.stannesouthborough.org


Parish religious education and stewardship 
PARISH STEWARDSHIP REPORTS FOR 

through March 6, 2022 
 
 

Regular Weekly Offering:  ………………. $3,108.00           
Capital Improvement: ………………….... $   593.00 
Catholic Relief: …………………………… $   115.00 
Easter Flowers: …………………………… $     80.00 
Catholic Free Press: ……………………… $     39.00 
Our Father’s Table: ……………………… $     40.00 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: ………………….. $     50.00 
Ash Wednesday/Retired Priests: ………... $2,843.00 
 

Blue Pay: Regular thru 3/6:  ………………... $   625.00 
 
 

WeShare: Regular thru 3/6: ………………... $1,108.00 
 

                  Capital Improvement thru 3/6: ……. $   175.00 

                  Latin America thru 3/6: …………... $     10.00 
                   

 Online Giving:  WeShare allows both onetime gifts, as well as 
regular, scheduled donations. Please visit our Parish website 

www.stannesouthborough.org for the link to WeShare.com or 
call 1-800-950-9952 and use option 1 to answer any questions.   

 

St. Anne’s Website: We have an additional  resource for  
online giving and online CE registration. St. Anne Parish 

partners with eCatholic and BluePay for easy on-line giving. 
Our one-step on-line form allows both one-time gifts, as well as  

regular, scheduled donations. Please visit our 
Parish website www.stannesouthborough.org and 

select the Quick Link to the BluePay On-Line 
Giving page. 

 

Thank you for your continued  
and generous parish support! 

MARCH RE CLASSES 
 

Grade 1-2, 2+ (FC Prep), 3-4, 5 
• Sunday, March 6 & 20 

• 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.  

• Grades 1-2, 3-4, 5 in Parish Hall, Grade 
2+ in Rectory 

 
 

  Grade 6, 7-8 
• Sunday, March 6 & 20 

• 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. (includes 5:30 Mass)  

• Classes in Parish Hall 
 
 

  Grades 9-10 (Confirmation Prep) 
• Sunday, March 6 & 20 

• 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. (includes 5:30 Mass)  

• Class in Parish Hall 

Capital Campaign  Update 
Phase One 

 
 
 
 

Total Goal:    $2,000,000.00 
Total Pledges to Date:    $1,925,372.00 
 

Payments Received to Date:    $   643,192.00 
Number of Families Pledging:               145 families  (32%) 

 

Thank you again for your ongoing support! 

Rachelle Carmony 
DRE 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship 
 

Three (3) Scholarships will be awarded by 
the Knights of Columbus, Council #119 

Scholarship Committee based upon essay 
submission and completed application. 
Applications are available in the parish website bulletin. 

 Mass Attendance 

Faith Formation Parent Bible Study 
 

Beginning Sunday, March 13 
Open to parents during the children’s classes: 

 
 

 Either during the morning classes:  9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
 Or during the afternoon classes:  4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

To sign-up, or to learn more, please contact Faith Formation 
Office:  rachelle@stannesouthborough.org 

Lenten Gourmet Pretzel Fundraiser 
 

 

St. Anne youth will be selling gourmet pretzel 
gift packages to support community Works of 

Mercy charity projects. 
 

To learn more, please contact: worksofmercyclub@gmail.com. 

Synod, Evangelization, and Eucharistic Renewal 
Questionnaire 

 

We as a parish have been praying during the "prayers of the 
faithful" for the past few months about the synod.  

 

In October of 2023, Pope Francis will convene in Rome the 
XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops to 

examine the topic: "For a Synodal Church: Communion, 
Participation and Mission."   

 

The Holy Father has asked every diocese in the world to 
provide input for that synod. We have formulated a 

questionnaire and placed it on our website.  
 

Please feel free to submit your answers. Your support is 
appreciated. Click here or go to the parish 
website: https://stannesouthborough.org 

 

We will also print out hardcopies and place 
them in the foyer of the church. Please take 

one and fill it out at your convenience. 

Confirmation Mass 
 

Please pray for the Confirmandi of St. Anne 
Parish who will be receiving the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on Sunday, March 27 at 

St. Paul Cathedral in Worcester. 

3/6/2022  

Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 40 

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. 44 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. 60 

Sunday - 5:30  p.m. 43 

Saturday - 5:00 Streamed 10 

Sunday - 8:30 Streamed 8 

Sunday - 10:30 Streamed 10 

Sunday - 5:30 Streamed 5 

 220 

http://www.stannesouthborough.org
http://www.stannesouthborough.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0tB0NIVHuJoIrVAzva22f9wosB1qiOTk9sCg-0PlngAlOFg/viewform
https://stannesouthborough.org


Parish information and events 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting  
 

Prayer shawl members meet Mondays from 
10:00 to noon in the Parish Hall to knit/

crochet for anyone who is ill or suffering who 
might welcome a blessed prayer shawl. 

 

Do you or someone you know need a prayer shawl? Stop 
by the Parish Office anytime during office hours.  

Free will donations collected for shawls are sent to our 
sister parish in Haiti to aid their rebuilding. 

 
 

The Rosary portion of the Prayer Shawl 
Monday meetings is live streamed via the 

parish website starting at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Password: shawls 

Choir Rehearsals 
 

Choir rehearsals run every Sunday 
after the 8:30 Mass, through to and 
including Palm Sunday (April 10).   

As always, all are welcome. 

Fasting and Abstinence 
March 2 to April 15 

 

Lenten fast and abstinence 
regulations for the Diocese of 
Worcester are as follows: 
 

•  Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics 
fourteen (14) years of age and older on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. 

 

•  Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics who are 
eighteen (18) years of age but not yet fifty- nine (59) 
years of age on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 

 

•  Those who are bound to fast may take only one full 
meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to 
maintain strength according to one's needs, but eating 
solid foods between meals is not permitted. Catholics 
should not lightly excuse themselves from these 
prescribed Lenten penitential practices. 

United Parishes of Southborough Food Pantry   
c/o Pilgrim Church 

P.O. Box 281, 15 Common Street 
Southborough, MA 01772 

southboroughfoodpantry@gmail.com  
508-485-4847 

Thank you so very much for your support of the Southborough 
Food Pantry. You make it possible for us to help our clients. 

Donations may be left in the foyer of St, Anne Parish Hall.  
As most food items are date sensitive, please be sure that your 

donation is not out of date. 
 

 If you know of anyone who could benefit from the Food Pantry, 
please encourage them to contact the Food Pantry.  

Pantry hours (located at Pilgrim Church) for 
CLIENTS are Thursdays from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

and Fridays from 9:00-10:00 a.m.   
 

 Pat Draper, St. Anne Coordinator 

Drinks 
 

• Cranberry juice 
• Coffee (regular, unflavored) 

Food Items 
 

• Corn beef hash 
• Brownie mix 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  
 

Sr. Yvette, Seminarian Alex Quach, Fr. 
Thirburse F. Millot,  Tom Livingstone, Bob 
Seariac, Pat Fitzgerald, Annie Lonzoria, Janet 
Mattioli, Jane & Miles Gray, Zara Daniel, Julie 

Flanders, Fr. Ed, Mrs. Wallace (Holly Spicer’s Mom), Reverend 
Deogratis Rwegassima, Colby Morgan, Jeannine Godbout, Sr. 
Ann Regan, Thomas Chemmanur, Tim and Diane Higgins, 
Eamon Connaughton, Trudy DiBello, Dave Lemoine, Declan 
O’Conner, Frances Robertson, Elizabeth MacKenzie, Jason 
MacKenzie, Kelley, Brandon, and Nia Houston, Bill Phalon,  
Anne Meek, Marie Martin, those who tested positive for Covid 
especially friends and family members 

Lenten Season 2022 
 

• Friday weekday Mass throughout the Lenten season 
 

• Confessions on every Sunday between 8:30 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. Confessions on every Wednesday between 
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. throughout Lent 

• Stations of the Cross on Wednesdays during Lent at  
      12 noon - No soup following 
• Stations of the Cross on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 

p.m. soon after the Benediction at 6:55pm 

Lenten Meditation Every Sunday during Lent 
 
 

Lenten Meditation will be conducted by 
Three Hearts Apostolate in the Parish Hall 

after the 10:30 a.m. Mass during Lent.  
 

Soup will be provided 
followed by a short video and discussion.   

 

All are welcome! 

No St. Patrick’s Dinner This Year 
 

For the third year, there will be no St. 
Patrick’s Dinner at St. Anne Church.  Please 
pray that this entertaining parish-wide dinner 

of celebration will return in March 2023. 

Our Father’s Table - March Meal 
 

St. Anne parishioners will be providing 
ready-to-go meals to patrons of Our Father’s 

Table on Thursday, March 24.   
To sponsor a meal, provide a dessert, or volunteer to 

distribute meals, click here or go to https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4BA4AA23A7FA7-

ourfathers. 

Communal Penance Service 
 

There will be a communal penance service 
on Tuesday, April 5 at 7:00 p.m.  Three 
priests will be in attendance to listen to 

confessions. 
Everyone is welcome. 

mailto:southboroughfoodpantry@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4BA4AA23A7FA7-ourfathers


Diocesan YOUTH Events 
 

Save the Date – Diocesan Youth Rally  
 

Save the date for the Diocesan Middle 
School Youth Rally !  

 

The Middle School Rally will take place on 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 from 1:00 - 5:00 
p.m. at North American Martyrs in Auburn.  

 

Information at neworcester.org.   

diocesan opportunities, news, and events 

Diocesan Pro-Life Events 

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
St. Denis Church, Douglas 

 

The Alzheimer’s Support Group sponsored by the 
Alzheimer’s Support Network of South Central MA will 

meet the second Monday of the month at St. Denis Church 
in Douglas, at 23 Manchaug Street. 

 

Meetings will resume in April.  The 
next meeting will be April 11, 2022.   

 

Caregivers and family members cannot only obtain 
information about Alzheimer’s Disease, but also to learn 
many techniques in caring for a person with dementia at 

all stages.  
New caregivers can learn from experienced caregivers and 
support group leaders, so they leave each meeting feeling 

more supported. 

Diocesan Support Groups 

Diocesan Youth Sports 

Diocesan Fundraising Events 

Pope Francis’ Intention for 
March 2022 

 
 

A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO 
BIOETHICAL CHALLENGES:  

 

We pray for Christians facing 
bioethical challenges, may they 
continue to defend the dignity of 

all human life with  
prayer and action. 

 

Diocesan Youth Retreat 
 

All high school youth and current eighth 
graders are invited to sign up for the 

Diocesan Youth Retreat on Friday, May 20 
- Sunday, May 22 at Anna Maria College!  

 
 
 

The theme for the retreat is Verso L'Alto (Into the Heights). 
This theme is based on the motto of Blessed Pier Giorgio 
Frassati. The retreat will aim to capture this motto as we 

journey into the heights through fun & games, music, guest 
speakers, breakout sessions, and ultimately into the spiritual 
heights through an encounter with Jesus in the Sacraments. 

 
 

The weekend will include experiences of Eucharistic 
Adoration, Confession, and Mass!  

 
 

Cost is $75 if registered before Friday, April 1st. After April 
1 the cost is $100. Final deadline to register is Wednesday, 

April 27.  
 

To sign up or to get more information, go 
to neworcester.org/diocesan-youth-retreat.  

“At the Foot of the Cross” Bereavement Ministry 
Our Lady of Loreto Parish, Worcester 

 

If you are grieving the loss of someone by death, you are 
cordially invited to join us for sharing, prayer and mutual 

support. We meet the last Thursday of every month at 
6:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Loreto Parish Center, 37 

Massasoit Road, Worcester.  
 

The next meeting is March 24.  

Irish Dinner 
St. Bernard’s Church, Worcester 

 

Annual Irish Dinner at St. Bernard Church 
will be held Sunday, March 13 at 2:00 

p.m. in the gym, 1 Harlow St, gym 
entrance.  

Dinner at $12/adults and $6/children 3-10 
is a choice of corned beef, chicken or 

chicken nuggets with French fries. Desserts are welcome.  
 

For tickets visit olpworcester.org/irish-dinner.   

Diocesan Youth Summer Volleyball League 
 

Team registration is now open for the 2022 summer youth 
volleyball league!  

The league is open to youth currently in grades 7-12. 
The season will run from mid-June until mid-August.  

All parishes within the Diocese of Worcester are welcome 
to sign up a team.   

Deadline to register is May 20. To 
register a team or to get more 

information, go to www.neworcester.org/
volleyball or contact Tim Messenger 
at tmessenger@worcesterdiocese.org. 

Mass for Life at Cathedral 
St. Paul Cathedral, Worcester 

 

The annual Mass for Life will be celebrated by 
Bishop Robert J. McManus on the Solemnity of 
the Annunciation of the Lord, Friday, March 

25 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cathedral of St. Paul.   
All are invited to join students from our Catholic schools 

who will be our special guests.  The Diocese of Worcester’s 
annual Pro-Life Awards will also be presented at this 

Mass.  All are welcome to attend! 

http://neworcester.org/
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwljTEOwyAUQ08TtkRAPgUGhi69RwKfEDXlV0BU9fYlqvQG27Ll4LSYpQa2O8llh3cvuDCTjSqaIILwWiLH2wA8HuSfmRpOnl4sOamtATAgQYFWJhiUKnIP1ovVa2HZ4VJr7zrM90E-Ohk_VDzWhmWisvUk7NT9kscvnS2NBVvBpbHialtyRuBz__3rejVWKnRu6Vr_AIOzOqc
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwljUEKwyAQRU8Tdw2jY7AuXHTTe-hoojTNFDX0-jUU3uLx4fGjMxKV0aI4BeriLlGCMjOhlT5EMEECpCVMGtad6XVwTzPxW2QHqE1MxodkI3kgjFb5SKgWHWhNVuwu9_5pEz4m9Rzw_vlypdR6qjPXbUyllpZvsRxHqqK61v0wDTju_t747Dlw5XPLV_MDJjo4xQ
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwljcEOwiAQRL-mHJuFBSkHDl78D6BLa8SuoVTi31tjMod5k7zM7K1EZbW4ewVKAcLJEqQZMVvUKUIwBqzNatCQC6fHxo3GxE-x-otLkzOSiFQkdFnNMoCzlCfSBmMQxa-tvQa8Dup2pvc-btS5Jtob1ZHrcq5vLoU-MZQiqt9b2DbSgOfdv-98tDVy5WNZf8YXxds4CQ
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwljcEOwiAQRL-mHJuFBSkHDl78D6BLa8SuoVTi31tjMod5k7zM7K1EZbW4ewVKAcLJEqQZMVvUKUIwBqzNatCQC6fHxo3GxE-x-otLkzOSiFQkdFnNMoCzlCfSBmMQxa-tvQa8Dup2pvc-btS5Jtob1ZHrcq5vLoU-MZQiqt9b2DbSgOfdv-98tDVy5WNZf8YXxds4CQ
mailto:tmessenger@worcesterdiocese.org


Adult Faith Formation 

The Annual Worcester Diocesan  
Catholic Men’s Conference  

 

Men (of all ages, including teens and college 
students) are invited to this important in-

person conference, scheduled 
for Assumption University (500 Salisbury 

Street, Worcester) on Saturday, April 2, 2022.  
 

Come and hear dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic 
leaders: Kevin O’Brien, Tim Francis, Dan Egan, Father 

Anthony Hamaty and Dr. Pat Castle.  
 

Adult tickets are $45 until March 18th, afterward $60.  
Student tickets are always $30. 

 

Visit the conference website 
at www.firstmensconf.org for information and to 

purchase tickets online and elsewhere.  
 

For a Conference brochure, further information or 
registration, call Joan DeMasi at 508-929-4345.  

diocesan opportunities, news, and events 

Environmental Stewardship Virtual Workshop 
 

God’s Plan(et); Heal our Common Home and Respond to 
the Cry of the Poor, Saturday, March 12 from 11:00 a.m. - 

12:30 p.m., a virtual workshop sponsored by the 
Archdiocese of Boston Social Justice Ministry, the Diocese 
of Worcester Environmental Stewardship 
Ministry, and the Boston Catholic Climate 

Movement. 
   

Learn actions we can take to combat 
climate change and to promote 

environmental justice. Join us to hear how 
Catholics are taking steps to build the 

Vatican’s ‘’Laudato Si’ Action 
Platform” globally and right here in Massachusetts.   

 

You can help provide a safe and thriving world for future 
generations of all species.   

For details/to register: https://tinyurl.com/Home-3-12-22  

Diocesan Stewardship Events 

2022 Lenten Care of Creation Calendar - 
Environmental Stewardship Ministry 

 

In his encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis reminds us that 
human life is grounded in three fundamental relationships - 

with God, with our neighbor, and with the earth itself. 
(LS66) 

 

This Lent let us strengthen, repair, and restore these 
relationships through prayer, increased awareness of the 

plight of the poor, and active response to the cry of the earth 
itself. The Environmental Stewardship Ministry is pleased 

to offer this calendar of facts and actions as a family 
program to engage everyone in thoughtful discussion.  

 

Please visit: 
https://environment.worcesterdiocese.org/2022-lenten-care-

for-creation-calendar  

Diocesan YOUNG ADULT Events 

World Youth Day 2023 
 

All young adults are invited to join 
the Diocese of Worcester for 
World Youth Day in Lisbon 

Portugal in the summer of 2023!  
 

The trip is open to young adults ages 18+ (at the time of 
the trip in 2023). Youth ages 16 and 17 (at the time of the 
trip in 2023) are welcome, but must attend with a parent. 

 

Our Diocesan trip will run from Thursday, July 28 - 
Sunday, August 7, 2023 (optional 2-day extension 

available) and will include the World Youth Day festivities 
as well as a trip to Fatima and a couple free days to explore 

Lisbon! 
 

For all the details and to sign up, go to neworcester.org/
world-youth-day-2023. 

http://www.firstmensconf.org/
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwljTsOgzAQBU-DS7T-m8JFmtxjbT5GMWxkL_cPKNIUT5onzRy91MobsUcF6iFILUH5MetJYprBJwmw2DQYWCvlz0m8jJkOUaLLaF22JqjkESaNIbhgVpjQKKctihoL87cP-jWo903Fa0amvmPmnc5vRV6pHSO17baixc54nosBfdf-u9PFJVGjayvP7wdr_zcH
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READING I            Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 
 

A reading from the Book of Genesis  

 

The Lord God took Abram outside and said, 
“Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. 
Just so,” he added, “shall your descendants be.” 
Abram put his faith in the LORD, 
who credited it to him as an act of righteousness. 
 

He then said to him, 
“I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the 
Chaldeans 
to give you this land as a possession.” 
“O Lord GOD,” he asked, 
“how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 
He answered him, 
“Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old 
she-goat, 
a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 
Abram brought him all these, split them in two, 
and placed each half opposite the other; 
but the birds he did not cut up. 
Birds of prey swooped down on the carcasses, 
but Abram stayed with them. 
As the sun was about to set, a trance fell upon 
Abram, 
and a deep, terrifying darkness enveloped him. 
 

When the sun had set and it was dark, 
there appeared a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch, 
which passed between those pieces. 
It was on that occasion that the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, 
saying: “To your descendants I give this land, 
from the Wadi of Egypt to the Great River, the 
Euphrates.”  
 

The Word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
   whom should I fear? 
The LORD is my life’s refuge; 
   of whom should I be afraid? 
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

Hear, O LORD, the sound of my call; 
   have pity on me, and answer me. 
Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks. 
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

Your presence, O LORD, I seek. 
   Hide not your face from me; 
do not in anger repel your servant. 
   You are my helper: cast me not off. 
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD 
   in the land of the living. 
Wait for the LORD with courage; 
   be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD. 
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.  

READING II   Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 

From the Letter of Paul to the Philippians 
 

Join with others in being imitators of me, brothers and 
sisters, 
and observe those who thus conduct themselves 
according to the model you have in us. 
For many, as I have often told you 
and now tell you even in tears, 
conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ. 
Their end is destruction. 
Their God is their stomach; 
their glory is in their “shame.” 
Their minds are occupied with earthly things. 
But our citizenship is in heaven, 
and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will change our lowly body 
to conform with his glorified body 
by the power that enables him also 
to bring all things into subjection to himself. 
 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, 
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
in this way stand firm in the Lord.  
 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Readings for THE  second Sunday of lent, c 

Matthew 17:5 
 

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: 
This is my beloved Son, hear him.  

 

 

"Anger makes you smaller,  
while forgiveness 
forces you to grow  

beyond what you were." 
 

~ Cherie Carter-Scott, inspirational writer 



 
GOSPEL   Luke 9:28b-36 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

Jesus took Peter, John, and James 
and went up the mountain to pray. 
While he was praying his face changed in appearance 
and his clothing became dazzling white. 
And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah, 
who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus 
that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. 
Peter and his companions had been overcome by sleep, 
but becoming fully awake, 
they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 
As they were about to part from him, Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is good that we are here; 
let us make three tents, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
But he did not know what he was saying. 
While he was still speaking, 
a cloud came and cast a shadow over them, 
and they became frightened when they entered the cloud. 
Then from the cloud came a voice that said, 
“This is my chosen Son; listen to him.” 
After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. 
They fell silent and did not at that time 
tell anyone what they had seen.  
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

GOSPEL for The second Sunday of lent, c 



Listen, Even if You Don’t Understand 

Second Sunday of Lent, C 
March 13, 2022 
Ann Naffziger 

Reading I:  Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 
Responsorial Psalm:     Psalm 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14 

Reading II:  Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Gospel:  Luke 9:28b-36 

As the apostles followed Jesus around the land of 
Galilee, they would have had plenty of ordinary 
moments with a seemingly average human: hiking 
from town to town, looking for places to camp or 
sleep, meeting all sorts of different people and 
sharing meals and wine with them, praying in 

synagogues on the Sabbath, etc. Then there were the incredible experiences 
that would have convinced them Jesus was more than an ordinary human: 
feeding crowds of thousands, healing the sick and crippled, speaking words 
of forgiveness that Jews thought only God could speak. Then, one day, three 
of the apostles witnessed this mysterious transfiguration of their friend on a 
mountaintop as two people from their history books appeared with him.  
 
The experience was something the apostles couldn’t have understood with 
their minds, yet they were asked by the voice from the cloud to listen to 
Jesus. They were asked to trust in him, to listen to him, and to follow him, 
even though he was such a mystery to them.  
 
The transfiguration may not have cleared up any of the apostles’ questions 
about Jesus’ identity, but they were still asked to trust in this person who was 
bringing healing, freedom, and new life to so many people. It’s as if God was 
giving them a gift in saying “You don’t have to understand how this is 
happening, how Jesus’ clothes look whiter than white, or how two dead men 
are alive here. What I do want you to do is to listen to him.” Only that. Don’t 
worry about understanding with your head. Follow with your heart.  
 
Questions of the Week  
 
1. Have you had any experience of being asked to trust Jesus/God even 

though you couldn’t understand something with your mind?  
 
2. In what ways is God inviting you to give up trying to understand his 

workings so that you can more freely follow Jesus’ call to you?  



 
O God,  

whose Only Begotten Son 
bore the weight of human suffering 

for our salvation, 
hear the prayers of your Church 
for our sick brothers and sisters 

and deliver us from this time of trial.  
 

Open our ears and our hearts 
to the voice of your Son: 

Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 
 

Bless all doctors and nurses, 
researchers and public servants; 

give us the wisdom to do what is right and the 
faith to endure this hour, 

that, trusting in your loving protection we 
might see the end of this pandemic and rejoice 

in your mercy.  
 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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