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 In May 2020 all churches in the diocese were closed due to the Covid pandemic.  Our 
bishop and our pastor, Fr. Stasys had hoped to be able to re-open the churches on Pentecost, 
May23, 2021.  That did not happen and the opening date was set for June19th.  We celebrated 
our first Sunday liturgy back in St. Thomas Aquinas church the following day, June 20, 2021.  
This took a lot of preparation from our committee.  The church had been used by the Stanford 
Newman Center to broadcast live Sunday liturgies to their community members.  These 
broadcasts were available for anyone looking for Catholic Sunday liturgies. In order to do this, 
the Newman members brought in their own video equipment and arranged for their musicians 
to be spaced far enough apart from each other and the presider.  Because Stanford’s Memorial 
Church was not opening at the same time, the Newman group needed to find a new temporary 
venue.  Their equipment needed to be removed before the church could be prepared for parish 
liturgies. 

 The TMC Liturgy Committee also had to review the diocesan Covid protocols, prepare 
procedures to follow inside the church working with Anna Jaklitsch and her small crew of 
greeters.  We needed to contact priests who had presided for us more than a year before, set 
up a schedule with them and discuss the new Covid protocols.  We had to contact our lectors, 
commentators, Eucharistic ministers and sacristans to find out who would be available and 
send them copies of the new protocols affecting their ministries.  Larry Schemel decided to be 
the only musicians for those first masses.  Margie Harrington was contacted so that she could 
set up a schedule with the women who provide flowers for the altars. 

 Our first liturgy was on June 20, 2021 and it went well.  We have had Sunday liturgies 
every Sunday since as well as Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday and Easter.  Our average 
attendance is about 90 and we have seen many new faces who attend regularly.  Our Christmas 
Eve attendance was lower than usual and on Easter we had a large crowd. 

 Our goal for this past year was to provide Sunday liturgy for our TMC community and 
whoever else wishes to join us with as many of the liturgical and social practices that we have 
followed in the past.  As has been our history of inviting several different priests to preside at 
our liturgies during the year rather than having only one priest every Sunday, two of regular 
presiders retired this year and we now have three new priests who have joined us. 

 Our goal for this coming year is to continue providing Sunday liturgies that meet the 
spiritual needs of our community inviting as many attendees as possible to become 
participants.  We hope to resume providing communion wine and baked communion bread 
sometime in the coming year. 

 Currently our committee members include John Arnold, Sally Benson, Maureen Locke, 
Judy Washburn and Larry Schemel.  Our committee used to be larger and included Kay 



Williams, Michelle Hogan and Barbara Narewski who were all valuable participating members.  
We have invited one new member.  We meet once a month, usually on the second Monday of 
each month on Zoom.  Before Covid we used to meet in the Thomas House.  Zoom seems to 
work for us and we plan to continue meeting this way. 

 Our ministries include lectors, commentators, sacristans, Eucharistic ministers, greeters, 
musicians and the flower ladies.  We will add back the bread bakers once the bishop’s office 
approves.  Hospitality is a separate group but certainly part of our Sunday offerings to the 
community. 


