
It is from the text of today’s second reading that we get the doctrine 
of Original Sin: Rom. 5:12 Therefore, just as through one person sin entered 
the world, and through sin, death, and thus death came to all, inasmuch as 
all sinned.  

14 Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not 
sin.  

15 by that one person’s transgression the many died,  
16 And the result of the one person’s sinning is that after one sin 

there was the judgment that brought condemnation;  
17 For by the transgression of one person, death came to reign 

through that one,  
18 In conclusion, through one transgression condemnation came 

upon all,  
19 through the disobedience of one person all were made sinners.   

  
The doctrine of original sin was first developed by St. Augustine, who 

used the term for the first time to explain why Christians were baptizing 
babies when they had committed no personal sin. Namely, we have all 
inherited the guilt of Adam’s sin. This is neither the Jewish nor the Muslim 
view of Adam’s sin. For them it was a personal sin that God forgave and 
does not affect us any more than David’s sin or anyone else’s personal sin, 
for that matter. Muslims see Adam as a great prophet and Jews as a 
patriarch. Orthodox Christians see us as inheriting the consequences of 
Adam’s sin, but not the guilt. It is as if my father had borrowed a large 
quantity of money on his house. He dies without paying it off. In the 
Orthodox view, I suffer from the effects of the unpaid debt; I do not get the 
house. In the Catholic view, I do not get the house and I owe the money. I 
inherit the guilt, the debt, of Adam’s sin.   
  

Bishop Pierre DuMaine used to say that original sin was the only  
catholic doctrine for which there was empirical proof, but the issue is more 
complicated than that. First of all, who was Adam? He was the first human 
being, but what does that mean? Was he Australopithecus who first 
evolved some 3.2 million years ago in Africa? Then was Lucy, the oldest 
human skeleton we have, some 3.2 million years old, Eve? Was the first 
human Homo Habilis who evolved some 2.8 million years ago and was the 
first to use tools? Or, Homo Erectus who evolved some 1.8 million years 
ago, was the first to leave Africa and the first to cook food. Might Adam 
and Eve have been Homo Neanderthalensis, who evolved some 400,000 



years ago, or Homo Sapiens who evolved in East Africa some 300,000 
years ago. Homo Sapiens was the first species to bury the dead and to use 
clothing. They were the first artists, they left us cave paintings like those of 
Altamira in Northern Spain. Though Homo Sapiens first evolved some 
300,000 years ago, they did not develop speech until about 50,000 years 
ago. Since all the species previous to Homo Sapiens are extinct, Eve 
couldn’t be Lucy; she had to be Homo Sapiens. But did she live 300,000 
years ago before the species had speech? To sin do you need the ability to 
reason? And, do you need speech in order to reason?  
  

Pope BenedictXVI referred to the term "original sin" as "misleading 
and unprecise.” He did not require a literal interpretation of Genesis for the 
origin of evil. He writes, "How was this possible, how did it happen? This 
remains obscure. Evil remains mysterious. It has been presented in great 
images, as does chapter three of Genesis, with the vision of two trees, of 
the serpent, of sinful man." The Catechism of the Catholic Church states 
that “The account of the Fall in Genesis three uses figurative language.”  
  

The reality behind all of this is that there is sin; there is evil in the 
world. Witness the shootings, the war, the division, the destruction of our 
planet, and every human being experiences it. Every human being 
participates in it. Either we are all innocent and no one is responsible for 
the evil in the world or we are all guilty and we cannot avoid participating in 
the sin of this world. This is why in the Old Testament all the people of 
Israel were punished for the injustices in their society.   
  

So, I want to buy distressed jeans because they are in style. The 
distressed look was made by a man in Pakistan with a sandblaster or by a 
woman in Puebla, Mexico with sandpaper. They are breathing the dust and 
will die of lung disease at thirty. But, if I don’t buy the jeans, they will not 
have a job and their families will starve, and I have to wear clothes. My 
tennis shoes were made in Taiwan by a Philippina woman living in crowded 
conditions, working twelve hours a day, getting no overtime. The shirt I’m 
wearing was made in Malasia, the jacket in China. How much were the 
workers paid? Are the working conditions safe? Do they have health 
coverage? When my shirt collars get frayed, I have the collars turned. Then I 
remove the collars and make Nehru shirts. I only buy the clothes I 
absolutely need and I try to buy them at second hand stores, but the 
workers need jobs. It’s all so complex, too complex.  

   



This is a social sin, we all participate, we are all guilty to some extent. 
It is a tangle impossible to unravel. Thus, when we say a child is born with 
original sin, we mean the child is born into this reality of sin all around us 
and baptism is our commitment to do what we can to unravel this 
practically impossible situation. Jesus began unravelling it on the cross; we 
continue. We do our best. We do our best, first by becoming aware of the 
sin and evil in our world and then by committing ourselves to do what we 
can.    
  

Do you know Woodstock and Snoopy, the bird and the dog in the 
Peanuts cartoons? Well, one day Snoopy was coming to the doghouse and 
saw Woodstock lying on his back on the roof of the doghouse with his 
paws in the air. Snoopy asked Woodstock, “What are you doing on the 
doghouse with your paws in the air.” Woodstock goes “! ! ! ! ! ! ! !” Snoopy 
says, “You think Chicken Little was right and the sky is falling?” “! ! ! ! !” 
Then Snoopy says, “And you think you’re going to hold it up with your little 
paws?” “! ! ! ! ! ! !” “One does what one can.”    
  

We commit to do what we can, and we come here to acknowledge 
that we were born into a world where there is sin all around us, into a world 
that is broken, a tangle almost impossible to unravel, and we cannot avoid 
it, but we will struggle to overcome it. And so, we come here to share bread 
that is broken, like our world, and like our lives sometimes are. We come 
here to share wine that is poured out like we sometimes feel. So that this 
wine that is poured will fill us and this bread that is broken will make us 
whole.   
 
 


