
The Great and Holy Synod 
And Why It is Important for Orthodoxy (continued) 

 
The Great and Holy Council—June 2016 
There are significant logistics associated with a meeting like this.  First, each 
“Autocephalous” Church will be allowed to be represented by up to 24 Bishops.  So, that 
means 24 Bishops under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch will participate, 
and 24 (out of more than 800) bishops under the Patriarchate of Moscow will 
participate, etc.  Thus, there can be equal representation from all the churches.  
(Oriental Orthodox Churches will not be participating in this Synod because they are not 
in communion with the Ecumenical Patriarchate).  There will also be observers from the 
Roman Catholic and some Protestant Churches.  With the potential of hundreds of 
hierarchs and their delegations, with translators, researchers, writers, etc., and with the 
need to record these events for posterity, there is a lot of infrastructure issues to be 
worked through. 
 
There were initially ten agenda items to be discussed, with sub-items under each topic.  
These topics had been discussed in gatherings of Orthodox Bishops beginning in 1977.  
The initial ten items included: 
 

a. Orthodox Diaspora 
b. Autocephaly and its manner of proclamation 
c. Autonomy and its manner of proclamation 
d. The Diptychs 
e. The matter of a common calendar 
f. Impediments of marriage 
g. Adaptation of church regulations on fasting 
h. Relations of the Orthodox Churches with the rest of the Christian world 
i. Orthodoxy and the Ecumenical Movement 
j. Contribution of the local Orthodox Church to the prevalence of the Christian 

ideals of peace, liberty, brotherhood and love among people, and the lifting of 
racial and other discrimination. 

 
At the meetings in January 2016 in Chambesy, Switzerland, the ten initial topics were 
amended to six that will be addressed at the upcoming Great Council.  The Official List 
of Topics approved for discussion at the Great and Holy Council are as follows: 
 

1. The Mission of the Orthodox Church in the Contemporary World 
2. The Orthodox Diaspora 
3. Autonomy and its Manner of Proclamation 
4. The Sacrament of Marriage and Its Impediments 
5. The Significance of Fasting and its Application today 
6. Relations of the Orthodox Church with the rest of the Christian World.   

 
The Great and Holy Council is needed because it demonstrates that we are a 
“synodical” church.  As with any good thing, there is always something or someone that 



stands in opposition.  There are people in various Orthodox countries that are against 
the holding of a Great and Holy Council.  Just for the Council to convene is an 
achievement in itself, because no gathering like this has been done in over 1,000 years.  
And beyond that, there are needed discussions to be had as the church negotiates its 
way through an ever changing world landscape.   
 
What Can I Do? 
The biggest and most important thing that ALL Orthodox Christians should be doing is 
praying—this is a great undertaking.  In order to make any changes, it will require 
unanimity of all the churches.  So, prayers are needed for wisdom and understanding, 
patience and love for all who are involved, especially during the period of June 16-27 
when the Council will occur.   
 
Concluding Thoughts 
If we proclaim on the Sunday of Orthodoxy, that our faith “upholds the Oikoumeni,” then 
this is a call for our Orthodox Church to speak with one voice and one heart.  To bring 
together all fourteen churches for dialogue is a magnificent undertaking with the 
potential to have far reaching consequences for our Orthodox Faith.  This is a time 
indeed, to pray to God to guide and bless our church, most especially its leaders, as 
they prepare for and participate in the upcoming Holy and Great Council.  To Him be the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.    


