Christmas Sunday School Program Christmas
Reader 1: Welcome to our Christmas Program.  We thank you for joining us.  The Dictionary defines “goodwill” as “An attitude of kindness or friendliness; benevolence. Cheerful willingness.”  Today we are going to take a closer look at the meaning of “Goodwill” through the Parables of Christ and the deeds of St. Nicholas.
The Good Samaritan
Alex: Hey Matt! Hey Drew! How did school go today? 

Matt: It went okay, I guess. There's a new kid but nobody really talked to her much. Her name's Sophie. 

Alex: What's she like? Is she nice? 

Drew: I don't know. She's from the housing projects. You know what people are like from there. 

Alex: What do you mean? 

Drew: Well some kids told me that people from the projects are all criminals and don't care about other people. They told me they always get into trouble because they don't have much money. Nobody wants to be friends with someone like that. 

Alex: Goodness, guys. Your friends are so wrong! How can you judge what a person is like before you even meet her? This reminds me of a story that Jesus told about how people aren't always the way they seem. Let’s listen to the story of the Good Samaritan.
Reader 2: The Parable of the Good Samaritan comes from Luke 10:25-37 
Reader 2: We know that when Jesus was asked by the Lawyer, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus asked, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?" And the Lawyer answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." And Jesus said, "You have answered right; do this, and you will live."  But the Lawyer asked, "And who is my neighbor?" 

(Children act out story as it is read)

Reader 2:  Jesus replied, "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, and departed, leaving him half dead. 
Now by chance a certain priest came down the road; and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 
So likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place came and looked and passed by on the other side. 

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, and went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

Samaritan: “Innkeeper, here are two denarii.”  `Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.”
Reader 2: Jesus asked, “Which of these three, do you think, proved neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?"  The answer was "The one who showed mercy on him." And Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

Alex: Now, the priest and Levite could have taken care of him, but it was the Samaritan who bothered to do it. What does that tell you? 

Drew: You can't judge a person by where they're from. Good or bad people can come from any group. 

Alex: Jesus said we should always be good neighbors. This is a story about neighbors. 

Matt: But they didn't live anywhere near each other. 

Alex: Yes, but your neighbor is anyone around you at any time. When you're at school, every kid there is your neighbor, regardless of what street they live on. 

Matt: I guess we weren’t very good neighbors to Sophie. I guess I judged her by what everyone else assumed about her. 

Alex: Maybe we can all learn by the example of the goodwill that the Samaritan showed. We can learn two things. 

Drew: That people can be nice no matter where they're from. 

Alex: And… 

Matt: That people can be mean and thoughtless no matter how important they are. You can't judge people by their status in life. Jo, I'd rather be a Samaritan with compassion than someone more popular who doesn't have a heart. 
Parable of the Great Supper (Luke 14:16-24 and Matt 22:14)

Parts – Friend 1, Friend 2, Banquet Host , Servant, Guest 1, Guest 2, Guest 3

Starts out with the two friends facing the audience and talking to each other.  The others are not yet on stage.

Friend 1: Aren’t you glad that Christmas is almost here?

Friend 2: Yes, but I am so busy trying to find time to go shopping and get ready for Christmas.

Friend 1: Did you hear the Gospel reading this morning?  It was about people who thought that they were too busy to come to a great banquet that they were invited to.  Here comes the banquet host now.

(The two friends get off the stage, and the banquet host and his servant take the stage.)

Banquet Host (happily): I am hosting a great supper, and invited many of my friends to come. It’s now time to eat.  Here is my servant, to tell the guests that the supper is ready!

Servant (waving to the guests to come on stage): Come on!  The banquet is now ready!

Guest 1 (after all three have joined the two on stage): I cannot come, but I have a good excuse.  I have bought a piece of land, and I must go see it.  Please, have me excused.

Guest 2: I cannot come either, but I too have a good excuse.  I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them.  Please, have me excused.

Guest 3: I cannot come to the banquet either, as I have just gotten married.  Please, have me excused.

Servant (to the banquet host): Did you hear their excuses?

Banquet Host (angrily): Yes, I heard them. (Thinks for a minute.) 
I want you to do this: Go out quickly into the streets of this city.  Go invite everyone that you see who is poor, hurt, lame, or blind.

(The servant goes quickly off of the stage and comes right back on.)

Servant: Master, I have done as you have commanded, and there is still more room.

Banquet Host: Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come to the banquet, that my house may be filled.

Servant: Yes, sir!  (They all exit the stage)
Friend 1:  So what did we learn?

Friend 2: That none of the friends who were invited to the supper will get to enjoy the great banquet.  And, that the friends were rude.  They did not show goodwill to their host who went to a lot of trouble to prepare a feast.
Friend 1: You’re right about not showing goodwill!   Did you remember that this past Monday was the Feast Day of St. Nicholas?  We all know that his life is a perfect example of faith and goodwill.
Saint Nicolas of Myra
Reader 3: Saint Nicholas lived in the 4th century.  He was brought up by pious and virtuous parents.  His parents died while he was still young, leaving him with a comfortable fortune, which he resolved to use for works of charity.  Over the years, St. Nicholas became known for his abundant compassion, providing for the poor and needy, and delivering mercy to those who had been unjustly accused.
Reader 4: One story about St. Nicholas tells how he helped a citizen of Patara who had lost all his money and his three daughters could not find husbands because of their poverty. In despair their wretched father was about to commit them to a life of shame. 

Father: I’m sorry my children, I have lost everything and I have no money to provide you with a dowry.
Daughter 1:  Father, do you know what this means!  We will never be able to marry.
Daughter 2:  Without a dowry, no man will have us!  We are doomed to a life of slavery.
Daughter 3: What are we going to do!  Will someone not help us?!
(all exit)

Reader 3: When St. Nicholas heard of this family’s despair, he took a bag of gold and one night tossed it through an open window of the man's house.  (St. Nicholas tosses bag of gold through window)
Father: (wakes to find gold, Daughter 1 enters))  God has granted us good fortune!  My eldest daughter, here is your dowry.  Now you can be married. 
Daughter 1:  Thank you father.  I can now take a husband. (runs joyfully out of room)
Reader 3: St. Nicholas did the same for the second and then for the third daughter.  Legend has it that he put the third bag of gold in the girl’s stocking that was hanging by the fire.
Father:  (wakes to find gold ) Look, another bag of gold coins!   My second daughter can now be wed.

Daughter 2:  Oh!  Joy!  Who has blessed us with this good fortune?!  (leaves the room)
Daughter 3:  Look! A bag of gold in my stocking!  Even I will have a husband now!   

Father:  My youngest daughter, God has truly blessed us! (both exit)
Reader 4: As more and more stories spread about the poor and needy being helped by an unknown benefactor, the people began to suspect that St. Nicholas was behind many of these anonymous gifts.  It is from the gift giving tradition of St. Nicholas that we have the Christmas Eve visit of Santa Claus. 
Friend 2: What an inspiring story!  We all should remember the meaning of Goodwill during this Christmas season.  Christmas is not just about getting presents but reaching out to others, especially to those in need.
(Children stand, hold up their letters and read their meanings.)
G is for Giving Generously to others
O is for Open; We need to be Open to the different kinds of people around us 
O is for the Offerings of Stewardship we need to make 
D is for the Dream of a world filled with Peace
W is for the Willingness to help others
I is for Inviting others into your heart
L is for the Light of Christ
L is for the Love of God
Reader 1: As the angel said to the Shepard when Jesus was born.  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  Remember this message as we mark the days until the celebration of Christ’s birth.  Please join us in singing Joy to the World.
