_ youa Saviour, who is
\ Christ the Lord, in the
city of David.

.'l'-“
Ad :1 tion of the Shepherds (1602-1674) | Philippe de Champar




EASTSIDE CATHOLICS

www.eastsidecatholics.org

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP

PASTOR / Fr. Jamie Weber
(513) 871-5757, ext. 201 | jweber@eastsidecatholics.org

PAROCHIAL VICAR / Fr. Alex Dugas
(513) 871-5757, ext. 403 | adugas@eastsidecatholics.org

PAROCHIAL VICAR / Fr. Stephen Jones
(513) 871-5757, ext. 205 | sjones@eastsideregion.org

PERMANENT DEACON / Dcn. Nathan Beiersdorfer
deaconnathan@stceciliacincinnati.org

PERMANENT DEACON / Dcn. John Schuler
(513) 321-1207 | schuler.john.a@gmail.com

PERMANENT DEACON / Dcn. Chris Bergman
cbergman1957@live.com

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE / Marta Misleh
(513) 871-5757, ext. 207 | mmisleh@eastsidecatholics.org

DIR. OF CATECHESIS + EVANGELIZATION / Haley Metzger
(513) 321-1207, ext. 413 | hmetzger@eastsidecatholics.org

REGIONAL DIR.OF OPERATIONS / Shannon Benvenuti
(513) 321-1207, ext. 405 | sbenvenuti@eastsidecatholics.org

COORD. OF YOUNG ADULT MIN. / MaryBeth Sproull
(513) 321-1207, ext. 410 | msproull@eastsideregion.org

FACILITIES MANAGER / Ken Jackson
(513) 871-5757, ext. 204 | ken@eastsideregion.org

SACRAMENTAL CONTACTS

BAPTISMS & WEDDINGS — Sarah LaBarge
(513) 321-1207, ext. 414 | slabarge@eastsideregion.org

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY — Laura Spaugh
(513) 321-1207, ext. 415 | Ispaugh@eastsidecatholics.org

OCIA — Haley Metzger
(513) 321-1207, ext. 413 | hmetzger@eastsidecatholics.org

FIRST COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION— Laura Spaugh
(513) 321-1207, ext. 415 | Ispaugh@eastsidecatholics.org

FUNERALS — Carrie Brigger
(513) 321-1207, ext. 7 | cbrigger@eastsidecatholics.org

For more information on weddings, baptisms or funerals, please
visit eastsidecatholics.org or call the appropriate parish office.

SCHOOL INFORMATION

ST. CECILIA PRINCIPAL / Michael Goedde
SCHOOL OFFICE MANAGER / Stephanie Ringler
(513) 533-6060 | sringler@stceciliacincinnati.org

ST. MARY PRINCIPAL / Jen Reker-Murphy
SCHOOL OFFICE MANAGER / Lisa Koslovsky
(513) 321-0703 | lkoslovsky@stmaryhp.org

Weekend Mass Schedule

St. Cecilia (Oakley)
Saturday 3:30 PM | Sunday 8 AM, 10 AM, and 8:15 PM

St. Mary (Hyde Park)
Saturday at 4 PM | Sunday at 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM

The Oratory of St. John Vianney at St. Anthony
Church (Madisonville)
Saturday 3 PM | Sunday 9:30 AM

Daily Mass Schedule
St. Cecilia (Oakley)
9 AM Mass, Monday-Saturday.

All-day Adoration follows the 9 AM Mass on Wednesdays
with 7 PM Holy Hour and Confessions from 7-7:50 PM

St. Mary (Hyde Park)
5:30 PM evening Mass, Monday-Thursday with Holy Hour on
Tuesdays following the 5:30 PM Mass.

The Oratory of St. John Vianney at St. Anthony
Church (Madisonville)
11:45 AM Mass, Monday-Friday

Confession Schedule

Confessions begin immediately after daily Masses. One hour
before weekend Masses, ending 30 minutes before Mass.

Our Churches

St. Cecilia (Oakley)

3105 Madison Road, Cincinnati OH 45209

Office: (513) 871-5757 | Office Hours, Mon.-Thurs., 9 AM - 3 PM
www.stceciliacincinnati.org

St. Cecilia — St. Vincent de Paul Society: (513) 871-5757, ext. 1

St. Mary (Hyde Park)

2853 Erie Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45208

Office: (513) 321-1207 | Office Hours, Mon.-Thurs., 9 AM - 3 PM
www.smchp.org

St. Mary — St. Vincent de Paul Society: (513) 321-1207, ext. 1

The Oratory of St. John Vianney at

St. Anthony Church (Madisonville)

6104 Desmond Street, Cincinnati, OH 45227

(513) 271-0920

www.eastsidefaith.org

Oratory — St. Vincent de Paul Society: (513) 271-0856, ext. 1

New Parishioner Registration
EARiE St. Cecilia (Oakley) The Oratory (Madisonville)

Priest Anointing of the Sick/Emergency Line: (513) 815-5038
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yMerry Christmas!

vl

DECEMBER | 21 | 2025

“In the beginning was the Word ... and the Word became flesh.” - John 1:1-18

This Christmas, let us reflect on these words. We can envision the angels telling the shepherds about the Newborn
King. The word continues to spread throughout the land. Those shepherds were able to see the word of God
come to fruition as the Child was born in the flesh. Our faith relies on the Word. We are now tasked to take the
Gospel out and spread the news. What a joyous day it is to celebrate the birth. May you spend the day with loved
ones sharing in this joy. Take some time to share the love God has given you and to count your abundant blessings.
Let us be as excited and in awe as the shepherds who first saw the Christ Child. Amen? Amen.

Who Does God Want

You to Be?

God speaks in whispers and we live in a
loud world. Hearing God's voice amidst
the noise of our lives can be difficult.
As you discern who God is calling
you to be, it is helpful to spend time in
prayer, being quiet with the Lord, and
talking with others about your vocation.
These efforts and desires will demon-
strate your readiness for the vocation.
Contact Fr. Michael Willig, Director of
Vocations, at (513) 263-3390 or voca-
tions@catholicaoc.org to learn more.

Christmas Giving

In this holy season of Advent when we pre-
pare to celebrate God's greatest gift in the
birth of Jesus Christ, we invite you to sup-
port the mission and ministries of our parish.
Your Christmas offering is a vital act of faith
that sustains our work throughout the year,
helping us meet essential expenses, support
parish programs, and maintain our churches.
Saint Paul reminds us, “God loves a cheerful
giver.” (2 Cor 9:7). Your generosity allows us
to continue proclaiming the Gospel, serving
those in need, and nurturing the spiritual life
of our community.We prayerfully ask you to
consider a meaningful gift this Christmas.
You may give through our online portal (see
Brotherhood of the HOIY Rosary the QRycgdes belov%) or by using Ft)he Christ-
Pray the rosary. Witness yourfaith. Men who mas envelope in your packet_ May God bless
have or wish to develop a devotion to the  you for your generosity.

Blessed Virgin through the rosary are wel-
come to join the Brotherhood of the Holy
Rosary on the first Saturday of every month
at 7:30 AM to pray the rosary on the steps

St. Cecilia St. Mary The Oratory

in front of the St. Cecilia church. They will

or text or text or text
mee't next on Sgturday, Janugry 3. Sancta GIVE3105 to GIVESTM to GIVESTM to
Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis. 513-434-3577 513-540-0703  513-540-0703

Join The Oratory in Praying for our Priests!
This week we are praying for Fr. Craig Best, Fr. Patrick Bienman, Fr. Ned Brown, Fr. Matthew Feist, and Fr.
Dale Peterka. May their lives and ministry bear witness to the mercy and faithfulness of God.



Schedule of MHlagses

Christmas Masses
Wednesday, December 24
3 PM The Oratory

3 PM St. Mary

3 PM St. Cecilia

5:00 PM St. Cecilia

5:30 PM St. Mary

10:00 PM St. Mary

"Thursday, December 25
Midnight  St. Cecilia

10 AM The Oratory
10 AM St. Mary

10 AM St. Cecilia

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God

Masses

Wednesday, December 31
5:30 PM St. Mary
(Vigil Mass)

Thursday, January 1

9 AM The Oratory
9 AM St. Mary

9 AM St. Cecilia

Make your plans now for Christmasand the Year’s holy day of obligation.
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1| St. Nick Visits Schools. We had a visit from St. Nicholas on Friday, the day before his feast day. The children
got delicious chocolate gold coins and candy canes. Thank you for spending the day with us, St. Nick!

2 | First Reconciliation. The children of St. Mary and St. Cecilia parishes had their First Reconciliation service
last weekend. Please keep the children in your prayers as they prepare for their First Communions this spring.
3 | Blessing of the Straw. Thank you to the Placke family for bagging up the straw for the families to take home
blessed straw for their Nativity Sets. 4 | St. Nick Potluck. Thank you Monica Gaddis for the lovely St. Nick
potluck at St. Mary. The parishioners felt very blessed to be able to celebrate the feast of St. Nicholas after the
10:30 Mass. 5 | Welcome Children of God. Welcome Reid Rea, son of Bradley and Amber Hurak.
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Homebound Ministry

We are in need of additional helpers to take com-

munion to those who cannot make it to church.

1) Currently we need someone for a parishioner
that lives on Maple Avenue in Avondale.

2) We also have two others located at the ARC on
Rosslyn Drive in Oakley.

3) We have two ladies taking communion to a
Mariemont facility for approximately ten souls,
that could use a few more helpers.

4) Lastly, if you are someone who likes to coor-
dinate behind the scenes, we are looking for
someone to take over running services for our
homebound.

There are additional opportunities to serve and

we do offer training every six months for those

who would like to be trained. Please reach out to

Laura Spaugh at Ispaugh@eastsideregion.org or

leave a message at 513-321-1207, ext. 415.

EASTSIDE CATHOLICS

MEN’'S GUILD

“That I may die so that others may live.”
- MEN’S GUILD MOTTO

Are you interested in forging new friendships, grow-
ing in knowledge of the Catholic faith, using your
gifts to aid those in the community, and enjoying

a glass of bourbon after Wednesday night Adoration?
Monthly meetings are on the first Tuesday of the
monthat 7 PM, in the St. Cecilia Commons.

Questions? Contact mensguild@eastsideregion.org.

St. Mary Mom’s Winter
Bible Study

St. Mary School moms of all experi-
ence levels are welcome to join our
Winter Bible Study: Ephesians, Dis-
cover Your Inheritance! Ephesians
was one of the most widely circulated
of St. Paul's writings because of its
powerful, practical instructions for
.\ disciples of Christ. In fact, its six short
chapters contain some of the most discussed passages in the
New Testament. Join us weekly on Tuesday mornings at 9 AM
beginning on January 6 in the Marian Room of St. Mary's
Seton Center. To learn more or to sign up, visit eastsidefaith.
org/ephesians-study.

GREAT
ADVENTURE
i l
'_“ . ]
4

Feast of St. Thomas Becket
December 29 is the feast of St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop

e 5

of Canterbury, who was martyred for
the Catholic Faith in his cathedral
on December 29, 1170. St. Thomas
a Becket is symbolized by a sword
through a mitre. Visit catholiccuisine.
blogspot.com, and click on Decem-
ber saints to learn more about Becket and get the recipe for
these great-looking cookies!

Gloria in excélsis Deo.

We celebrate the Novus Ordo
Latin Mass every Tuesday, at the
Saint Cecilia 9 AM Mass.
Booklets are available to guide
you through the Mass.

Prayer to St. Gerard Majella for an Expectant Mother

Great St. Gerard, beloved servant of Jesus Christ, perfect imitator of Jesus, and devoted child of
the Mother of God, enkindle within my heart one spark of that Heavenly fire of charity which
glowed in yours. Because you bore, without murmur or complaint, the calumnies of wicked men

when falsely accused of crime, you have been raised up by God as the patron and protector of
expectant mothers. Preserve her in the dangers of motherhood, and shield the child she now

bears, that it may be brought safely to the light of day, and receive the sacrament of baptism.
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Questions about the Catholic Faith?

Are you, or is someone you know, interested in becoming Catholic?

Submit an inquiry today using the QR code at right or contact
Haley at hmetzger@eastsidecatholics.org to learn more about the
Catholic faith and how to become a fully-initiated member.
Remember, if you want to be a sponsor or godparent, this is a

canonical requirement that we can help you with!

Men’s Ignatian Weekend Retreat Holy Hour to Pray for Priests

January 2-4 at the Jesuit Retreat Center in Milford, =~ The next monthly Holy Hour at The Oratory to pray for
encounter the heart of Jesus in the spiritual exercises  priests will be Monday, January 5, at 7 PM. Come spend
of Saint Ignatius with Fr. Jim Kubicki, S.J. and developa  time with Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and pray for
deeper, more personal relationship with Jesus. The fee  the holiness and well-being of our priests.

is $310. Visit jesuitspiritualcenter.com/iwr for more infor-
mation. Email reservations@jesuitspiritualcenter.com to
save your spot.

S The Forgotten Way
o Bible Study
WHES}TJ”] ' Inspired by the often-ignored writ-
i : ings of St. James, bestselling author
Matthew Kelly has crafted a uniquely
powerful guide based on one epic
spiritual truth: governing your speech
is a sure path to holiness. The sim-
plicity and practicality of this great spiritual truth make it
remarkable. Come discover The Forgotten Way, starting
January 5, at 7 PM, in Robisch Hall at St. Mary. Register
online at eastsidefaith.org/the-forgotten-way.

- )

Candlelight Mass

Thursday, January 8 | St. Cecilia Church

Confessions begin at 6:30 PM.
Mass is at 7 PM with a social immediately after.
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A Blessed Advent from all the Folks in
EPIC — Extraordinary Parishioners
Involved in Community

The senior members of the Eastside Catholics are
joyfully awaiting the birth of the Baby Jesus on
Christmas Day. Earlier this month we gathered at
the annual Christmas celebration for socialization,
singing Christmas Carols, and a delicious lunch.
We also acknowledged the Crafty Ladies for their
beautiful handiwork and years of service to the
parish. The children’s Schola from St. Mary School
inspired us with their singing. Several tables were
filled with our donations of warm winter clothes
and personal items for the homeless who come to
the Mary Magdalen House.

EPIC honors and cherishes all the men and
women of advanced age from the parish — these
are the dedicated seniors who were long-time mem-
bers of the parish, who supported the growth of the
parish throughout the years, and are still actively
involved in creating a strong future for the parish.
Special thanks goes to the hard-working commit-
tee that plans and guides all the events throughout
the year: our “fearless leader” Mary Landrum, Janet
Buening, Chris Carnes, Cathy Colque, Ron Lamp-
ing, Donna Mancini, Marie O'Donnell, Bea Randle,
and Charlene Schroder.

Our heartfelt wish to all the families and mem-
bers of Eastside Catholics — a very happy Christmas!

Closing of the Jubilee Year with

Archbishop Casey

All are invited to join Archbishop Robert Casey as he cele-
brates Mass for the Closing of the Jubilee Year on Sunday,
December 28, at 10 AM at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter
in Chains. At the request of the Holy Father, a collection for
the poor will be taken.

Lectors and Communion Distributors Needed
We are in need of more lectors and communion distrib-
utors at The Oratory’s 3 PM Vigil Mass on Saturdays. We
especially need more people to help with distributing Holy
Communion. If you are able to help, please e-mail Audrey
Coaston-Shelton at drcoaston49@gmail.com

Young Adult Ice Skating

Join the Young Adults on January 24 for ice skating down-
town! We'll meet the brand new UC Health Ice Rink at 6:30

PM for a pre-skate beverage. Then at 7 PM, we'll head to
the ice and skate the evening away. Skate rental, hot choc-
olate, and snacks are all available at the ice rink. Mark your
calendars and we'll see you then!

[T
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Christmas Flowers

Parishioners are invited to remember or honor someone
special by making a donation toward our Christmas flow-
ers and decorations in that person’s name. You may use
envelopes that will be in the pews and at the doors and
drop them in the collection basket or mail it to the parish
office. You can also donate using the QR codes below.
Thank you for helping us make Christmas beautiful!

St. Cecilia

The Oratory

SoulCore

Start the new year off right, with your new fa-
vorite Saturday morning devotion! SoulCore is a
Christ-centered movement that engages the whole
person—body, mind, and soul—in the sacred ex-
perience of the Rosary. Through the integration of
prayer and functional movement, SoulCore offers a
gentle path to grow in virtue, deepen interior peace,
and steward the body as a temple of the Holy Spirit.
Classes begin in January; visit eastsidefaith.org/
soulcore to learn more and sign up!

‘BODY MIND SOUL

YEAR-END GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

As we approach the end of 2025, consider these meaningful ways to support our parish and ministries:

Cash Gifts - A simple and impactful way to give. To qualify
for a 2025 tax deduction, ensure your gift is dated and
postmarked by December 31, 2025.

Gifts of Appreciated Securities - Donate appreciated stocks,
bonds, or mutual funds to avoid capital gains tax and receive
a deduction for the full market value. Must be received by
December 20, 2025.

Stock Transfer Instructions
e Account Name: St. Cecilia Parish (STC) or St. Mary Hyde
Park (SMHP)
e Account Numbers: STC — 0104471751BG
SMHP - 0104471751CG
e Receiving Firm: Fifth Third (DTC 2116)

o ACATS Transfers: Use acct# 01-01-000-4471751 and
include donor name, parish, and ACRO (BG or CG) in com-
ments. Note: Donor name is required for processing

IRA Charitable Gifts - If you're 70%z or older, you can make a
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your traditional
IRA. This gift: 1) Counts toward your RMD 2) Is excluded
from taxable income 3) May reduce Medicare premiums
and taxable Social Security.

Tax-Wise Planning - Accelerating 2026 gifts into 2025 may
help you itemize deductions. Standard deduction thresholds:
1) Joint: $31.500 2) Head of Household: $23,625 3) Single:
$15,750 4) Additional: $2,000 per person age 65+

Support Our Schools via SGO - Donate to the Archdiocese
of Cincinnati Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO) and
direct funds to St. Mary School or St. Cecilia School. Receive a
dollar-for-dollar Ohio tax credit:

* Up to $750 per individual / $1,500 per couple
e Visit: catholicbestchoice.org/sgo

e Or scan the QR code at right

Please consult your tax or financial advisor for guidance on charitable giving and deductions.
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Mass intentions may be requested and paid for online under the “About”
section at eastsidecatholics.org. Masses may also be scheduled at one of
our offices. Payment may be made online, in a clearly-marked envelope in
the collection basket, or in person during office hours. Intentions are often
requested for those who have died, but may include any kind of need that
you or someone you know is experiencing for which prayer is needed.

Monday / December 22

9:00 AM (STC) Rose Emmerich +

11:45 AM (OSJV) Kathryn and Joe Davis +
5:30 PM (STM) Jim Kelly +

Tuesday / December 23

9:00 AM (STC) Joseph Helmberger +
11:45 AM (OSJV)  Joseph E. Helmberger +
5:30 PM (STM) Ann Butler +
Wednesday / December 24

3:00 PM (STQC) Bonnie Cahill +

3:00 PM (STM) Thomas Kucia +

3:00 PM (OSJV) Dr. Gerald Pfieffer +
5:00 PM (STC) St. Cecilia School and Staff
5:30 PM (STM) St. Mary School and Staff

10:00 PM (STM) Janice McConville +

Thursday / December 25

12:00 AM (STC) Don Rierson +
10:00 AM (STC) Tim Cahill +

10:00 AM (STM) Donald Hampton +
10:00 AM (OSJV)  Joan Doggett +

Friday / December 26

9:00 AM (STC) Jude Holland +

11:45 AM (OSJV) No Mass

5:30 PM (STM) No Mass

Saturday / December 27

9:00 AM (STC) Thomas Stephen Bourgeois (L)

3:00 PM (OSJV) Tim Jeffreys +

3:30 PM (STC) Fr. Jeremy Stubbs (L)

4:00 PM (STM) Deceased Members of the Kadon & Darin Families

Sunday / December 28

8:00 AM (STC) Angelo Santoro +

8:30 AM (STM) Andrew Vichill (L)

9:30 AM (OSJV) For Living and Deceased Regional Families
10:00 AM (STC) Ellen McCaughey-Dyer +

10:30 AM (STM) George Randle +

8:15 PM (STC) Lewis Kuglics +

+ Deceased (L) Living
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For the week ending December 7, 2025

St. Cecilia

Offertory $11,144.00

Online $17,356.71

Total Collection $28,500.71
Avg. Collection $21,868.39
Budgeted Weekly $21,000.00

St. Mary

$5,480.00
$18,927.00
$24,406.00
$21,004.00
$24,092.00

The Oratory

$5,497.00

$396.80
$5,893.80
$4,139.25
$4,000.00

Please Patronize Our Advertisers ...

To Place An Ad, Call 1-800-292-9020.
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CARECORE Ccincinnati, OH 45206

AT MARGARET HALL “The Difference is Love.”

Compassionate, loving care served by the Carmelite Sisters for the
Aged and Infirm Rehabilitation, Skilled Nursing and Assisted Living.

.4 SERVICES: Embalming, Cremation, Direct Burial,
i Death Certificate Processing, Ship In/Ship Out,
Transfer Care, Restoration, Pet Cremations

51 3-628-5953 | Located in Cincinnati, Ohio
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Our bulletin is printed at
no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers
cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage
you to support their businesses.
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Bernie Naegele, Parishioner & Director, Tara Fridley & Jackie Hahn, Directors

513-631-2240 - 3900 Montgomery Rd.
www.naegelefuneralhome.com
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