
A SUMMARY OF THE MARY MOTHER OF DIVINE GRACE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 12, 2023 

 

Members in attendance: Nancy Brejcha; James Boyd; Mary Gisch; Noreen Mickelson; Leah 

Walton; Jackie Wasielak; Al Castillo; Lauren McCarthy; Genny Panek; Janet Reif; Father Neil; 

Father Bill; and Deacon Richard. 
 

1. Father Neil offered an update on various items, including the following: 

• The parish, due to an Archdiocesan restructuring of vicariates, has been moved to 

Vicariate V.  

• The Vicariate V staff is asking that the parish begin working on Renew My Church 

Building the New Reality. A program is in existence to which some members of the 

parish will be invited for the purpose of being some lead individuals on the project.  

• Thus far, approximately $51,000 has been raised by Father Neil’s “special ask.” While 

the numbers are less than last year, the donations are sizable and, of course, very 

helpful. We are very grateful for the continued generosity of those donors.  

• Father Jerry is doing better at his new residence and plans for a celebration for him are 

dependent on his ability. Father Neil will reach out to Fr. Jerry to see how he is doing 

and what his desire for the celebration might be. 

• Some repairs will be made at the DI Annex for safety and security of Fr. Tom and Fr. Bill, 

as well as to maintain the integrity of the building. The repairs will cost about $18,000 

and will be paid with the Divine Infant To Teach Who Christ Is capital funds.  

• Now that Fr. Jerry as moved out of the DI rectory, we are cleaning it and moves are 

underway to retrieve necessary records from the Rectory, as well as safeguard and 

remove that which would be advisable to keep. Once this has been completed, we plan 

to sell the rectory and use the proceeds for the future needs of our parish. 

 

2. Deacon Richard walked through an overview of some key findings of the Disciple Maker 

Index. The parish staff and PPC will continue to study the results of the survey from this 

past summer. The survey findings will guide plans for the parish in terms of spiritual and 

Faith formation, as well as other dimensions of parish life.   

 

3. Some ideas related to faith development of the parish surfaced. Among the ideas were 

the proposals to offer a limited series of sessions on Scripture study and brief online, 

live-streamed Q and A sessions with Father Neil about some fundamentals of the Faith. 

Topics here might include a multi-part “walk through the Creed,” “a walk through the 

Mass,” or “a walk through the Beatitudes.” Al Castillo mentioned other parishes are 

watching The Chosen together and studying the theological issues it raises. Deacon 

Richard will be working with Father Neil on these matters. 

 



4. Further conversation was had on the future direction, restructuring and membership of 

the PPC. It continues to be the case that members of the PPC are encouraged to 

prayerfully discern their continued service on the PPC.  

 

5. Thereafter, there proceeded a general discussion of the parish’s fundraising efforts, as 

well as new business. Among the matters discussed were the following: 

• The KCs have said that they will manage the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner. A question 

arose as to whether that might be a good venue for the parish raffle. 

• The DP School is sponsoring a dinner dance on April 24, 2024. 

• The DP School walk-a-thon is September 29, 2023.  

• Questions arose regarding Cocktails in the Courtyard. The conclusion of the 

meeting was that, as of today, mid-September, it is too late to plan a 2023 event. 

Rather, the idea was postponed for future conversation.  

 

6. The sense of the meeting was that the parish picnic and outdoor Mass was a success by 

a variety of measures—the numbers in attendance; the quality of the sound at Mass; 

the opportunity to pray together outside; the blessing of having wonderful weather; the  

large number of volunteers. Deacon Richard will work on disseminating the survey 

questions being formulated by Leah Walton and Al Castillo. 

 

7. Regarding the after-Mass hospitality (“Coffee And”) process, it was noted that Linda 

Hawkins had created a simple step-by-step protocol of how to easily host the 

hospitality. This system will be tested at the next Coffee And, set for September 17 

following the 10 AM Mass at DI. Religious Education will be shepherding this.  
 

 

 


