


#3 -Wisdom 3:1-9 (short form, 3:1-6, 9) 

As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 
• Omit the words in balded brackets [] for the short form of this reading.
A reading from the Book of Wisdom
The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They
seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an
affliction and their going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if
before men, indeed they be punished, yet is their hope full of immortality; Chastised a
little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them and found them worthy of
himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial offerings he took
them to himself. [In the time of their visitation they shall shine, and shall dart about as
sparks through stubble; they shall judge nations and rule over peoples, and the LORD
shall be their King forever.] Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the
faithful shall abide with him in love: Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
and his care is with his elect.

The word of the Lord. 

#4 -Wisdom 4:7-15 

An unsullied life, the attainment of old age. 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom 

The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest. For the age that is honorable comes 
not with the passing of time, nor can it be measured in terms of years. Rather, 
understanding is the hoary crown for men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old 
age. He who pleased God was loved; he who lived among sinners was transported
Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or deceit beguile his soul; For the 
witchery of paltry things obscures what is right and the whirl of desire transforms the 
innocent mind. Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness of a 
long career; for his soul was pleasing to the LORD, therefore he sped him out of the 
midst of wickedness. But the people saw and did not understand, nor did they take this 
into account. 

The word of the Lord. 
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#9 - 2 Corinthians 4:14-5:1 

What is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. 

A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers and sisters: Knowing that the One who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also 
with Jesus and place us with you in his presence. Everything indeed is for you, so that 
the grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people may cause the 
thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God. Therefore, we are not discouraged; 
rather, although our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by 
day. For this momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison, as we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen; for what is 
seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. 

For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. 

The word of the Lord. 

#10 - 2  Corinthians 5:1, 6-10 

We have a building from God, eternal in heaven. 

A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers and sisters: We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, 
we have a building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. 

We are always courageous, although we know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yet we are courageous, 
and we would rather leave the body and go home to the Lord. Therefore, we aspire to 
please him, whether we are at home or away. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense, according to what he 
did in the body, whether good or evil. 

The word of the Lord. 

#11 - Philippians 3:20-21 

He will change our lowly bodies to conform to his glory. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 

Brothers and sisters: Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He will change our lowly body to conform with his glorified Body by 
the power that enables him also to bring all things into subjection to himself. 

The word of the Lord. 






























