Roman Missal Implementation:

The Structure of the Mass
Although some of our responses at Mass will be changing with the implementation of the new Roman Missal in November, the basic structure of the Mass is not changing.  Our liturgy comes down to us through the centuries, revealed to us initially in the Bible.  In the Gospel of Luke, the story of the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24: 13-35)  teaches us a great deal about the celebration of the Eucharist. Shortly after Jesus’ death, some of his followers are walking to the village of Emmaus, when Jesus approaches them.  Absorbed in their grief over Jesus’ death, they do not recognize the risen Jesus.  Jesus amazes them by  breaking open the Scriptures for them, explaining all that foretold the Messiah’s coming.  Jesus then shares a meal with the disciples, and in the breaking of the bread, the disciples finally recognize Jesus and understand that he is truly present to them.  Filled with a burning faith, these disciples then help spread  the news of Jesus’ resurrection to the world.  This is indeed what our liturgy is meant to be each week and the structure of the Mass is designed to help us achieve this.

During  the Introductory Rites we gather together as God’s family and form a unified assembly.  Many of the Mass responses that are changing occur during these rites (Greeting, Penitential Act, Gloria), but the purpose is still the same:  to prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

In the Liturgy of the Word, we listen to God’s Word, acknowledging Christ’s presence in the proclamation of the readings and the singing of the psalm.  As on the road to Emmaus, Christ himself is present to us , breaking open the Word so that we will more fully celebrate the Eucharist that follows.

During the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the words of the Eucharistic Prayer will be new to us, affording us an opportunity to listen and pray with fresh ears and renewed hearts.  In this prayer, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. We participate in Christ’s saving action by joining our own offerings to that of Christ’s as we actively remember Christ’s command to do this in remembrance of Him.  
During the Communion Rite, we are nourished by Christ’s Body and Blood;  and in the Concluding Rites we are sent into the world to BE Christ to others, just as the disciples in Emmaus were filled with a fire to proclaim the good news.  
In the coming weeks we will continue to explore the specific changes of the Roman Missal and to deepen our understanding of the celebration of the Eucharist.  For further reading, consult the information and  links on our parish website www.sttim.net. 
