
Moving Ahead with Laudato Si’

November 25, 2020

Parishioners of St. Basil’s, Holy Canadian Martyrs and other Ottawa parishes

• Welcome and opening prayer by Fr. Daryold Winkler (St. Basil’s)

• Fr. Augusto Zampini Davies on the perspective of Pope Francis (Evangelii Gaudium,  
Laudato Si’ and Fratelli Tutti: From Prayer and Reflection to Action): presentation, 
discussion

• “Living out Laudato Si’: Action Groups” with John Dorner (Holy Canadian Martyrs):
presentation, discussion

• Closing prayer

Host and moderator: Bob Czerny (St. Basil’s)



Fratelli Tutti 
On Fraternity and Social Friendship



Trilogy inspired by St. Francis

Creation CareChurch

“The current pandemic has highlighted our interdependence: we are all connected to each 
other, for better or for worse. Therefore, to emerge from this crisis better than before, we 

have to do so together […]. Not alone, because it cannot be done. Either it is done 
together, or it is not done. We must do it together, all of us, in solidarity.” 

- Pope Francis, General Audience, 2 September 2020



Trilogy inspired by St. Francis

“Va e ripara la mia Chiesa”
“Go and rebuild my church ”

“Laudato sii o mio Signore”
“Praise be to you, my Lord”

“Fratelli Tutti”
“Brothers and sisters ”



A consistent 
methodology

• Inspired by St Francis, the saint of fraternal openness, love, simplicity 
joy and peace, who walked alongside the poor and loved all creation 
(FT 1-2).

• Start with a quote from St. Francis of Assisi

• Refer to many Bishops’ Conferences and other documents (FT 5): 
synodality

• CST (See – Judge – Act +) methodology

• Contribution to the ongoing reflection, provide a vision for action: on 
the way we are treating the planet (Integral Ecology) and each other 
(Universal Fraternity)

• Unashamedly Christian – in dialogue, for all

• End with two closing prayers; one universal and another Christian 



• Reality: common home crying out: cry of 
the earth and of the poor (seeing)

• Light of the Gospel: theology of creation 
and redemption (judge cf. Scriptures)

• Proposal: Integral Ecology (judge cf Tradition)

• Lines for action: (i) Dialogue and 
participation (socio-economics) (ii) 
Ecological Education (iii) Spirituality: 
contribution of faith traditions, all 
interconnected

• Reality: Dark and closed world (seeing)

• Light of the Gospel: Good Samaritan (judge cf.  
Scriptures)

• Proposal: Envisioning and engendering an open world 
(judge Tradition)

• Lines for action: (i) a universal horizon with local 
flavour (localisation and globalisation); (ii) better 
Politics; (iii) social dialogue for a new culture; (iv) 
peacebuilding: beginning with the last; conflicts-
forgiveness-memory (no to war & death penalty)

• 4) Role of religions: identity, fraternity, peace, 
integral development 

Social documents responding to current crises

Laudato Si’ Fratelli Tutti 



What does Pope 
Francis See (listen)? LS: 

• “We are faced not with two separate crises, 
one environmental and the other social, but 
rather with one complex crisis which is both 
social and environmental.” (Laudato Si’, 139)

• “We have to realize that a true ecological 
approach always becomes a social approach; 
it must integrate questions of justice in 
debates on the environment, so as to 
hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of 
the poor.” (Laudato Si’, 49)

•



What does Pope 
Francis See (listen)? FT:

• “This [single cultural model] unifies the world, but 
divides persons and nations, for “as society becomes 
ever more globalized, it makes us neighbors, but does 
not make us brothers”.[9] We are more alone than 
ever in an increasingly massified world that promotes 
individual interests and weakens the communitarian 
dimension of life.” (Fratelli Tutti, 12)

• “In today’s world, the sense of belonging to a single 
human family is fading, and the dream of working 
together for justice and peace seems an outdated 
utopia. What reigns instead is a cool, comfortable and 
globalized indifference, born of deep disillusionment 
concealed behind a deceptive illusion: thinking that 
we are all-powerful, while failing to realize that we are 
all in the same boat.” (Fratelli Tutti, 30)

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn9


Judging (discerning) in light of scriptures 

Creation & Redemption texts Parable of the Good Samaritan 



Laudato Si’

Integral Ecology

Judging (discerning) in light of tradition 

“An integral ecology is inseparable from the notion of 
the common good, a central and unifying principle of 
social ethics. The common good is “the sum of those 
conditions of social life which allow social groups and 
their individual members relatively thorough and 
ready access to their own fulfilment” (LS, 156)

“An integral ecology includes taking time to recover a 
serene harmony with creation, reflecting on our 
lifestyle and our ideals, and contemplating the 
Creator who lives among us and surrounds us, whose 
presence “must not be contrived but found, 
uncovered” (LS, 255)



Fratelli Tutti

An open & fraternal world

Judging (discerning) in light of tradition 

“Life, for all its confrontations, is the art of 
encounter”.[204] I have frequently called for the growth 
of a culture of encounter capable of transcending our 
differences and divisions. This means working to create 
a many-faceted polyhedron whose different sides form a 
variegated unity, in which “the whole is greater than the 
part” (FT, 215)

“Kindness frees us from the cruelty that at times infects 
human relationships […]. Precisely because it entails 
esteem and respect for others, once kindness becomes 
a culture within society it transforms lifestyles, 
relationships and the ways ideas are discussed and 
compared. Kindness facilitates the quest for consensus; 
it opens new paths where hostility and conflict would 
burn all bridges” (FT, 224)

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn204


Laudato Si’

Socio-economic, education, spirituality

Prophetic development model

Fratelli Tutti

Lines for action

Universal love in politics, cultures and religions 

Prophetic political model



LS
• Refreshed anthropology

• Urgent need for radical change

• Environmental-Economic-Social-Political challenge

• Culture of Care & service

• Common Good & Human Dignity

• New universal solidarity & Pref. Option for the Poor

• Intergenerational justice

• Christian spiritual-educational contribution 

FT
• Social – “communitarian” dimension of the individual
• Need for universal social cohesion
• Political-economic challenge
• Culture of encounter & peace
• Human Dignity & Common Good 
• New universal open order & Common Dest. Goods
• Intra-generational justice
• Inter-religious spiritual contribution



Dreaming together

• Single Human Family

• Fellow Travelers with same flesh

• Children of the same earth 



LIVING OUT LAUDATO SI’

ACTION GROUPS



NEED FOR DECISIVE ACTION…

The pace of consumption, waste and environmental change 
has so stretched the planet’s capacity that our contemporary 
lifestyle, unsustainable as it is, can only precipitate 
catastrophes, such as those which even now periodically occur 
in different areas of the world. The effects of the present 
imbalance can only be reduced by our decisive action, here 
and now. (161). 



WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

We are all responsible for the care and 
protection of the environment.  This 
responsibility knows no boundaries.

World Day of Peace,  Pope Emeritus Benedict, 
January 1, 2010



Our Responsibility as Canadians 

“Developed countries, like Canada, have the 
greatest responsibility for global 
environmental devastation and climate 
change, while the poorest and most 
vulnerable people in the world are the ones 
who are suffering most from the effects of 
climate change.” 

A Church Seeking Justice- The Challenge of Pope Francis to the Church in 
Canada, CCCB, 2015 



Specific Actions

“There is a nobility in the duty to care for 
creation through little daily actions… avoiding 
the use of plastic and paper, reducing water 
consumption, separating refuse, cooking only 
what can reasonably be consumed, showing 
care for other living beings, using public 
transport or car-pooling, planting trees, turning 
off unnecessary lights, or any number of other 
practices” (§211, Laudato Si’). 



ACTION GROUPS

How do we want to put Laudato Si’ into action?

By people getting together in Action Groups according 
to their interests! 

You’ll receive a Survey later this week to indicate your 
topic preferences. If at least three other people have 
the same interest as you, we will launch an Action 
Group on that topic. We will help the four or more of 
you to connect and begin planning your joint 
activities.



ACTION GROUP TOPICS

1. Water

2. Food

3. Energy

4. Public Education and Awareness

Pope Francis, Our moral imperative to act on climate change -- and 3 steps we 
can take. “Countdown” TED Talk, October 10, 2020



ACTION GROUP TOPICS

5. Schools and Education of the Young

6. Personal Financial Investments

7. Advocacy within the Catholic Church

8. Advocacy aimed at Governments and     
Corporations



ACTION GROUP TOPICS

9. Greener Home Life

10. Greener Parishes

11. Waste Management

12. Planning for the Season of Creation    ….and 
other environmental events



ACTION GROUP TOPICS

13. Indigenous Perspectives

14. Learning about Environmental Issues

15. Learning to Exercise Environmental Leadership 
(e.g. becoming a Laudato Si’    Animator)



ACTION GROUP TOPICS

16.  Something else - a different topic that matters to 
you.

17.  Any topic – you have no special preference and are 
willing to join any Action Group. 



Other ways of helping

There are two other ways one can be of assistance:

A. Join the planning group that is managing this effort.

B. Help with organization and communications.



NEXT STEPS
1.Choose topics of interest to you (Survey).
2.Send completed survey to St. Basil Parish.
3.We put together Action Groups and inform each 

Group’s members.*
4.“Meet” your Action Group colleagues to organize 

yourselves (ask for help if needed).
5.Plan and carry out activities.
6.Report and share ideas in later Zoom sessions like 

this one.

*Members can be from multiple parishes (or no 
parish)



LAUDATO SI CIRCLES   

ACTION GROUPS WITH THE 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC CLIMATE MOVEMENT



Laudato Si’ Circles

Laudato Si’ Circles are small groups of people who will gather 
regularly to deepen their relationship with God as Creator and all 
members of creation.  They are comprised of people committed to 
the process of ecological conversion, both as individuals and 
collectively, with the goal of leading urgently needed Laudato Si’ 
action in the ground.



What do Laudato Si’ Circles do?

• Laudato Si’ Circles bring people together.

• They are a response to our growing ecological  crisis, 
and space of support and motivation to keep us 
going. They’re places of encounter where we expand 
our love for all creation and engage in bold, 
prophetic action.



Circles are rooted in three pillars…

• Prayer

• Reflection 

• Action



PRAYER

LS Circles engage in prayer with and for creation:  Praying 
outside or using resources including an ecological examen
(Ignatian spirituality).



REFLECTION ON LIFESTYLE…

• We are engaged in an ongoing process of ecological 
conversion, particularly as it relates to simplicity and 
consumption….   moving away from a throw-away 
culture of waste to one that shows care for God’s 
Creation!



COMMUNAL ACTION

• Engagement in group action, such as greening of our parishes, 
supporting advocacy campaigns, investment in renewable 
energy, participation in Season of Creation and other 
environmental celebrations….

• It is “A Journey of Transformation: From Prayer and Reflection to 
Action”



QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

• Action Groups?

• Topics of interest?

• Anything else?



Lord, teach us to be generous;

Teach us to serve you as you deserve;

To give and not to count the cost;

To fight and not to heed the wounds;

To toil and not to seek for rest;

To labour and not to seek for reward,
save that of knowing that we do your will.

Amen

― St. Ignatius of Loyola


