
SHARING THE GOOD NEWS  
TIP SHEET 

The Pastoral Team of the Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall has created this Sharing the Good News Tip Sheet for the parishes. 

People are hungry for something more!  They are open in a way they have not been before. The signs are all around us. Alphas are growing 

more popular and more non-practicing folks are joining and converting. Fr. Mike Schmitz‘s “Bible in a Year” App has been the #1 most 

downloaded app for the past 8 weeks!  Online Masses are a safe place to explore the Catholic faith or even to see what the inside of a Catholic 

Church looks like. We hope these tools and tips can help you capitalize on this openness.  

BUILD COMMUNITY 
Below are some ideas for building and improving our parish communities. 

While the ideas are geared to online, you can certainly adapt them once we 

are able to see each other in person. 

 

Chat with Father 

Make an effort, even once a week, to 

hold online “Chat with Father” ses-

sions. You can do this with different 

groups or even just an open forum. See 

who comes on. Let them ask questions. 

Or you can pick a topic and do a short 

talk about it. Be sure to give them a 

chance to discuss and share with you or 

even among themselves—Zoom break out rooms are great for this.  

 

Livestream Coffee Time 

One priest in Montreal has a coffee time following his livestreamed Mass. 

During the recessional, he “disrobes”, rushes to the choir loft where there is 

a small table, two coffee mugs and a plate of cookies. He and someone from 

his Mass team sit down for a chat as they drink their coffee. People can 

message questions on the chat line for them to answer. It’s very inviting.  

 

Form Small Groups 

Call those key parishioners, social men and women, and encourage them to 

form small groups. Two people, working together, each inviting 3 friends 

and asking those 6 to each invite a friend creates a simple group of 14 peo-

ple. Easy! A casual chat around a question like “Where did you see God at 

work this week?” or “What is your favorite Bible quote and why?” can 

work to build community.  

 

Parishioners Sharing 

Do something fun like St. Mary’s Got Talent. St. Mary’s Parish in Ottawa 

is encouraging their parishioners to share a talent that can be posted on the 

parish website, e.g. dancing, music, painting, crafts, etc. It’s a fun new way 

of introducing parishioners to other parishioners. Bonus: they will be en-

couraged to invite their friends and relatives to view the site.  

 

Run a Program on Zoom 

Encourage programs like Alpha, The Search, CCO Faith studies, The Wild 

Goose.  Start to form new leaders by encouraging selected participants to 

lead a session or two, or to close in prayer. If people are encouraged to try, 

they are often amazed by how much they enjoy these new ventures.  

 

THE GREAT LOVE STORY 
(a.k.a the Kergyma) 

The term Kerygma is one that many Catholics do 

not know. Kerygma is at the very heart of the gos-

pel. It is the essential message of our Christian 

faith. It is the Good News that we are called to 

proclaim. 

 

The following points, which can be printed in your 

bulletin and/or posted on your website, will help 

your parishioners better understand the Kerygma 

as well as how to explain it. 

 

 God created us out of love 

to have a personal relation-

ship with Him, now and 

forever.  

 Our relationship has been broken by sin. We 

have all turned away from God in what we 

have done and what we have failed to do. It 

has separated us from Him.   

 Still, God loved us so much, that He sent His 

only Son, Jesus, to mend that relationship. 

Jesus lived among us, suffered and died on the 

cross for our sins.   

 Then…Jesus ROSE from the dead so that we 

might enter eternal life in Heaven. 

 While He was on earth, Jesus established His 

Church as a place for us to gather, grow in 

holiness and worship Him as a community of 

God.  

 SENIORS MINISTRY 

Not only is this a great way to care for your older  
parishioners, it is also a way to evangelize. Their  
children will be very pleased that the Church is  
supporting their mom or dad. It may change their 
view of the Church. Email Patricia for more info.  



Hospitality and community are basic steps  
in the evangelization process.  

Conversion is the goal! 

If you need some tech help contact our volunteer tech team! 
thurley@archottawa.ca 

Challenge your parishioners to tell the story of how God has worked in their lives. Start by sharing your 
own vocation story at Mass or at an online gathering. If you have a deacon, ask him to describe his story.  
 
Give parishioners some guidelines, and invite them to record themselves. Post their stories on your web-
site, share them before or after online Mass. Include them on your Facebook page. Have someone screen 
them first to make sure they are suitable. If they can’t record themselves, a written story also works.  

  Many Catholics have never been invited to surrender their life to the Lord. Lent is a 

great opportunity to invite them to do so.  Include a prayer of surrender in your hom-

ily and ask them to repeat it if they feel ready. Post it on your website and social media 

platforms. Invite people to make the decision to put Christ at the centre of their lives. 

 Encourage parishioners, instead of giving something up, to make a phone call or write 

a letter to someone everyday. Suggest that they ask God to give them the names of 

people to connect with. Encourage them to start listening for a response.  

 Invite parishioners to craft lovely Easter cards, with a message of love and hope, may-

be a Bible quote, and drop them off in neighbours’ mailboxes. It doesn’t matter if the 

neighbours have faith or not. Everyone appreciates a card and a message of hope. It’s 

planting a seed. Or, they could be dropped off at the parish and a team of young people 

could deliver them. Add a book mark or a prayer card if you have some.  

 

  

LENTEN PROJECTS 

 
CAN BE ADDITIONAL 

WAYS TO FOSTER 

THE BUILDING OF 

COMMUNITY AND  

RELATIONSHIPS AS 

WELL AS SHARE THE 

GOOD NEWS.  

THESE 

  
 Prayer of Surrender 

Father, I believe that you know me and love me. 
I have not always chosen to love you,  
and have broken my relationship with you 
through my sins. 
Thank you for sending your Son Jesus who 
proved your love for me on the cross. 

Lord Jesus, I open the door of my heart and  
I invite you to be at the center of my life – 
to be my Saviour and my Lord. 
Direct me by your Holy Spirit and help me to 
Live the Gospel with my whole life.  

Amen.  

From Catholic Christian Outreach 

Empower your parishioners! 

The laity have an important role in Sharing the Good News. A pas-

tor cannot be expected to do it all. While a few parishioners may 

just jump in and start evangelizing on their own, most need to be 

encouraged and supported. They may need to be reassured that 

they aren’t crossing a line by setting up a small group.  

 

A call from the pastor inviting or asking parishioners to gather peo-

ple together online, or even on a shared phone call, will go a long 

way. A vote of confidence in their abilities is worth a lot.  

 

Encourage your parishioners who are on social media to post and 

repost faith messages, links to your homilies, messages of hope as 

well as your Mass times and parish events. You never know who 

might read them.  


