
 St. Basil’s Parish: March 2021 

one year later  

 

In March 2020, St. Basil’s Parish was planning to celebrate its 60th anniversary. Among other 

events, a gala dinner was planned and a series of lectures with well-known Catholic and other 

spiritual leaders … and then the pandemic shut everything down. Like the rest of the country, 

we had no idea how long this shutdown would last and indeed what the pandemic had in store 

for us. Schools and restaurants closed, only essential shopping was allowed, no sports, no 

theatre, no church. Cases of COVID 19 began to climb rapidly, and worst of all the death toll on 

the elderly, particularly those in LTC homes, began to increase in shocking numbers. 

It could have meant that our parish would simply go into a hiatus until this was over. Instead, 

we can look back on this past year with wonder and pride that we have pulled together, 

adapted to the new normal and continued to be a vibrant and supportive spiritual community, 

(not to mention with lots of help from Zoom)!  

Now sit back in awe and take in the following list of what we have been up to this past year! 

 

Worship: 

Music for the Pandemic: Soon after the shutdown occurred, familiar hymns and music from the 

3 Masses and music leaders were posted on our website, with “Come Back to me” highlighted. 

Mass online: Since April 11, 2020, Sunday Mass has been recorded and is available on our 

website. 

Mass in person: Mass at 5 Pm Saturday and 10 am Sunday resumed in on July 5, 2020 with 

strict health protocols in place. Lockdown occurred again on Dec. 26, 2020 with re-opening on 

Feb. 17, 2021. 

Daily mass: resumed on July 6, 2020 with strict health protocols in place. 

Eucharistic Ministry: the distribution of Holy Communion was allowed following strict safety 

procedures. 

Lectors: were reduced to one lector per Mass for all the readings and announcements. 

Stations of the Cross: held by Zoom every Friday during Lent. 

 

Ministries: 



Caring Ministries:  The Prayer Shawl knitters continued knitting as usual. 5 prayer shawls and 8 

baptismal scarves were handed out this past year. 

Children’s Liturgy: The Sacramental Team initiated an online Zoom preparation for First 

Communion and Reconciliation for Gr. 2&3. They also prepared and posted a “Stations of the 

Cross for Children” on our website. 

Christmas Hamper and Food Cupboard: 30 families were supported with regular deliveries 

despite loss of regular volunteers due to Covid. 70 families received a Christmas hamper. Gifts 

for the children from the Christmas tree in the Narthex were handled with COIVID safety 

measures. Donations were extra generous this year, enough to share with outside agencies.  

Coffee Sunday: forced hiatus.      

Collection Counters: When the church was in lock down, counters met whenever there were 

sufficient donations received. They resumed regular duties when weekend Masses resumed.  

CWL: held 2 Zoom meetings and 2 Zoom events focusing on the role of Women in the Church; 

held a successful Bakeless Bake sale; led a Zoom “Mary’s Way of the Cross”; members are 

contacting isolated parishioners. 

Environment: has been able to maintain changing the banners and floral arrangements for 

liturgical and seasonal changes with the help of our custodian Ibrahim Kreit. 

Green Team: have had 3 Zoom meetings and have published 3 letters. 

Hospitality/Ushers: they helped set up the church and play a key role in ensuring safety 

protocols are followed when attending Mass in person. 

Knights of Columbus: met via Zoom; set up the Christmas tree and crèche; sold Christmas 

cards; donated tickets sales from cancelled St. Patrick’s Day dinner to St. Basil’s building fund. 

Ladies Bridge Club at Home: had to suspend activities. 

Liturgy Committee: continued to meet via Zoom focused on organizing and implementing 

online and in-person liturgical celebrations following strict public health guidelines. 

Marriage preparation: couples have postponed wedding dates, and marriage preparation is 

delayed until safe social distancing is possible as this is a one-on-one programme. 

Mission and Social Justice: held regular monthly meetings via Zoom; struck an anti-racism 

subcommittee which held 2 Zoom presentations with leaders in the field of ant-racism; 

organized 3 Zoom presentations for “Conversations for our Times”; continued advocating for 

various social justice issues e.g. Long Term Care facilities; coordinated Share Lent campaign. 



Pastoral Council: resumed monthly meetings in October 2020 with 3 new members. They are 

focusing on reviving 60th anniversary plans, implementing recommendations of “Imagine St. 

Basil’s” task force, and implementing a faith formation program. 

Premises Committee: has been able to replace both the lift and the heating system in the 

church hall.        

RCIA Team: we have a mother and son who have recently become engaged with the RCIA 

process. 

Refugee Committee: has formally agreed to sponsor an additional Syrian refugee family of five 

currently living in Lebanon. An application has been submitted to Immigration Canada through 

the Archdiocese. 

Sacristans: modified the set-up procedures for both Sunday and daily Masses to ensure the 

safety of Fr. Daryold and the parishioners. 

Social Action: met by Zoom to decide on disbursements to the Ottawa West Community 

Support, West End Interfaith Social Action and Carlington Community Chaplaincy. A team of 16 

parishioners deliver 100 muffins weekly to the CCC to supplement a brown bag breakfast.  

Webmaster: very active due to Covid: updates on COVID; videos of weekly Masses; special 

music added to audio-visual section; full weekly bulletins posted; advertising events. 

Wednesday afternoons (Coffee, Cards & Conversation): Participants played bridge on their 

computers at home. 

 

Special Zoom events: 

Conversations of our Times: Fr. Kevin Storey CSB, Howard Ross, Anthony Bailey, Mary Jo Leddy 

Town Hall meeting 

CWL had 2 sessions on Nuala Kenny’s topic of “Role of Women in Healing the Church” 

2 Encyclical Events: revisiting Laudato Si ; Fratelli Tutti with Fr. Augusto Zampini from Rome 

Advent and Lenten mini retreats 

Thursday morning coffee 

 

A special shout out should be made to Kevin Murnaghan and Ed Loziuk who have faithfully 

recorded and are continuing to record our Sunday Mass on-line. 

 



BUT WAIT! There is STILL MORE!  in the next few weeks, you will receive a more detailed 

description of the activities of the various ministries. In the meantime, let’s continue to support 

and appreciate each other and feel blessed that we have such a devoted community.  

In the words of Pope Francis: “we need a community that supports and helps us, in which we 

can help one another to keep looking ahead” Fratelli Tutti. 

 


