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REPORT JANUARY-DECEMBER 2021 

Introduction 

“What does the Lord require of you? To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 

your God” (Micah 6:8). The mandate of the Mission and Social Justice Committee is to 

discern how the parish can best fulfill the command to do justice and to provide resources and 

activities for parishioners on social justice issues. 

 

The Committee interprets the command to do justice according to Catholic social teaching as 

expressed in the documents of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) and the encyclical 

letters of recent popes, especially Pope Francis. Catholics are called to combat injustices of 

all types wherever they occur. The Committee’s role is fourfold: 

1. Raising awareness of St. Basil’s parishioners by providing relevant information on 

justice issues and promoting the importance of sharing with others 

2. Working with similar organizations in Canada and abroad 

3. Organizing educational events for parishioners of all ages 

4. Distributing its share of the parish’s charitable works funds. 

  

 

“What does the Lord require of you? To do justice, to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8) 
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ACTIVITIES 

Areas of Focus and Education 

Despite the pandemic restrictions, the Committee met regularly throughout the year. It 

focused its work on four areas: Indigenous relations, ecological justice (in cooperation with 

the Green Team), anti-racism/pro-inclusivity, and long-term care (in cooperation with the 

Catholic Women’s League). The Committee worked closely with the “Conversations for Our 

Times” organizing committee on the following social justice related on-line presentations: 

• Howard Ross, “Racism is real – but what does tha t have to do with us?”  

• Rev. Anthony Bailey, “Racism, White Privilege and the Invention of Race”  

• Mary Jo Leddy, “Why Are We Here? – A Meditation on Canada”  

• Sr. Nuala Kenny, “A Post -Pandemic Church: Prophetic Possibil i t ies”.  

 

Other Activities 

Other committee activities included the coordination of the parish’s fund-raising for 

Development and Peace – Caritas Canada and encouragement of the new archbishop to 

address Indigenous reconciliation and create new opportunities for lay involvement in church 

affairs. 

  

 

Photo from 2019 (a few members and new members are absent) 
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Fund Disbursement 

One of the Committee’s main functions is to disburse funds from the parish for charitable 

works. The criteria for choosing recipients of these funds are: 

1. Personal contact with the receiving party. 

2. Eligibility of groups and individuals locally, nationally and internationally. 

3. Openness to contributions in emergency situations. 

4. Consideration of requests from individual parishioners and visiting missionaries. 

 

Recipient Organizations in 2021 

During 2021 the following organizations were recipients of the committee’s share of parish 

charitable works funds: 

➢ Sisters of the Holy Cross Health Centre in Songdin, Burkina Faso  

➢ Legacy of Hope Foundation  

➢ Kateri Native Ministry of Ottawa  

➢ Odawa Native Friendship Centre  

➢ Kairos Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives  

➢ Ecology Ottawa  

➢ Parish membership in Green Churches Network  

➢ Ancoura Supportive Housing Network  

➢ Parish membership in Multifaith Housing for 2022  

➢ Ottawa Community Immigrant Services Organization (for the Marian Dewar 

Scholarship Fund) 

 

New Members Welcome! 

The co-chairs of the committee are Norita Fleming and Rosemary Williams. We meet monthly 

and meetings are open to all parishioners. New members are always welcome. For further 

information please contact Rosemary Williams (613-829-1912, rosemmwilliams@yahoo.ca). 

 

New Members Welcome!  See contact info below -- 


