
 

 

 

 

2023 Fundraising Campaign 

In early 2023, St. Basil’s was informed that the long awaited 

arrival of the Al Moussa family, refugees from Syria being 

sponsored by our parish, was anticipated for April. Efforts were 

undertaken immediately to prepare for the family’s arrival. 

 

One critically important priority was to ensure that the necessary 

funding was in place to cover all of the expenses of the family 

over the twelve months of our sponsorship. A detailed budget 

was prepared, which reflected significant increases in the cost of 

housing and other living expenses, notably including food. 

Although some funding was already available in the St. Basil’s 

Refugee Fund, it was apparent that significant additional monies 

would be required. 

 

Following consultations with the Finance Council, the Pastoral 

Council and Father Daryold, an ambitious goal of $40,000 was 

established and the Refugee Committee launched the St. Basil’s 

2023 Refugee Sponsorship Fundraising Campaign.  

 

As has been the case so many times in the past, the St. Basil’s 

community responded with amazing enthusiasm and generosity. 

As indicated on the campaign thermometer in the narthex, 

donations steadily came in over the following weeks and 

months. The appeal to parishioners and friends of St. Basil’s was 

augmented by the efforts of the Knights of Columbus and the 

Catholic Women’s League, who sponsored a very successful and 

most enjoyable Spaghetti Dinner in the parish hall on May 6, 

2023. Net proceeds from the dinner, including goodwill offerings, 

donations and the sale of 50/50 tickets and pies provided by the 

CWL, resulted in a contribution to the Refugee Fund of $4,500. 

 

 

Total 

donations 

amount to 

$46,433.84! 
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 The total amount raised has significantly exceeded 

our goal. Total donations amount to $46,433.84. We 

would like to express our appreciation and gratitude 

to all those who worked so hard to make our 

fundraising campaign such a tremendous success. We 

would like to especially thank all those who 

generously donated to the St. Basil’s Refugee Fund 

and who continue to contribute to our collective 

efforts to work with the Al Mousas.  

 

Thanks to your contributions, kindness and 

compassion, St. Basil’s has been able to help the Al 

Moussa family settle into their new home and to 

begin to make successful lives for themselves in 

Ottawa. We are also well placed to meet all of our 

sponsorship obligations to the Al Moussa family 

over the balance of our sponsorship year. An 

update about the family’s progress is being 

prepared for publication in October, six months 

after the family’s arrival in Ottawa. 

 

Money raised and not required for St. Basil’s 

sponsorship of the Al Moussa family will be used for 

other initiatives St. Basil’s will undertake to support 

refugees and migrants in need. We are awaiting news 

of the planned arrival of an additional refugee family 

that St. Basil’s committed to sponsoring in early 2021. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Terry Tunney and Bill Elliott 

Co-Chairs, St. Basil’s Refugee Committee 
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