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 On the Christian Church’s calendar, June 9 this year coincides with the festival of Pentecost, by 

tradition, fifty days after Easter is celebrated. On this day, disciples of the crucified and resurrected Jesus 

were gifted by God with a renewing experience of spirit and a fresh realization of purpose in life. 

 One of my on-going interests across most of my years has been the varying ways different persons 

sense and articulate the presence and influence of God’s spirit. While religious practices and spiritual 

experiences are classified by some as subjects distinct from other relational and political matters, my own 

religious upbringing teaches that God’s high calling to service and life-being-made-new extends into 

public relationships. Such public relationships are always based on abiding respect for every person and 

have a sacred dimension.  

 With this in mind, given the close proximity of Pentecost in 2019 to the 75th anniversary of the 

Allied invasion of Western Europe, I have adapted and edited here the prayer President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt offered to the nation and to God on the evening of June 5, 1944, as the operation across the 

Atlantic was initially underway: 

 “Almighty God, how we thank and honor you for every calling to engage in struggles to preserve 

democracy: freedom for religion; freedom for a civilization caring about justice and compassion; freedom 

endeavoring always to relieve a suffering humanity. Those who struggle abroad and at home will be sore 

tried, by night and by day, without rest until the victory is won. The darkness which we all face will be 

rent by noise and flame. The very being of so many will be shaken with the violences of war. And yet 

soldiers, sailors, marines, flight personnel, and civilian auxiliary personnel are those first inclined to ways 

of peace. They fight not for the lust of conquest. They fight to end conquest, to liberate, to let justice, 

tolerance, and good will arise among all your people. They yearn but for the end of battle, for their return 

to the haven of home. 

 “Yet some will never return. Embrace these, Eternal God, and receive them – heroic servants – 

into your kingdom. Help us at home, whose thoughts and prayers are ever with them, to rededicate 

ourselves in renewed faith in you through this period of great sacrifice. As we rise to each new day, and 

again when each day is spent, let words of prayer be on our lips, invoking your help in efforts to 

overcome stifling despotism and malignant nationalism.  

“Give us strength in our daily tasks, which include physical and material support of those engaged 

in military operations. Let our hearts be stout to endure and wait out the long travail, to bear sorrows that 

will come, and to impart courage to our defenders wheresoever they may be. 

“Great God, give us faith in you, faith in each other, and faith in our united effort defending 

liberty. Let not the keenness of this spirit be ever dulled. Let not the impacts of temporary events and 

fleeting moments deter us from the holy purpose of protecting each person’s dignity and each nation’s 

integrity. So help us to overcome both apostles of greed and racial arrogancies. Lead us to the saving of 

this country and of our sister nations into a future that will spell a sure peace beyond the schemings of 

aggressive leaders, a peace fruitful for freedom, wherein all persons reap the just rewards of honest toil. 

“Your will be done, O God of all. Amen.” 


