
 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

A WARM 

WELCOME! 

We are delighted 
that you chose to 

worship with us today. 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

EPIPHANY SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 2022 
“STOCK THE PANTRY” SUNDAY 

10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 2022 
  1:00pm Circle III-P  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-FH  
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Olive Garden, CS 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2022 
  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 2022 
 

2
ND

 SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS, JANUARY 9, 2022 
  9:20am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Room 100* 
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P* 
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303* 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

 
* Loving childcare provided. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

 January 2, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP What Star is This, With Beams So Bright arr. Anna Laura Page 
 

 OPENING SENTENCES 
Welcome to worship this morning! 
Let us remember the words of Isaiah, chapter 64: “O Lord, you are our Creator and Heavenly Parent. 
We are the clay, and you are our potter. We are all the work of your hand.”  
 

* HYMN NO. 147  (st. 3,4,5) The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL 
And by the light of that same star, Three wise men came from country far; 

               To seek for a King was their intent, And to follow the star wherever it went. 
REFRAIN Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 

 

This star drew nigh to the northwest; O'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
                And there it did both stop and stay, Right over the place where Jesus lay.   REFRAIN 

 

Then entered in those wise men three, Full reverently upon the knee, 
                And offered there, in His presence, Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.   REFRAIN 

 
  

WORSHIP NOTES 

 
PREACHER 

Rev. Ted Foote 
 

LITURGIST 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Christy Becker; Karon Mathews; 
Debe & Scott Shafer 

 
MUSICIANS 

Kathrine MacNeil, organist 
Michelle Lassiter, pianist 

David Kipp, Director of Music 
Ministries 

 
AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada; 
Adam Hartman; Anton Leontyev; 

Nicole McKinley; Jerry Norris; 
Bill Watson 

 
COVER ART 

“The Magi” 
by He Qi 

 
COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 
 

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 

PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . God of promise and light, we praise you for opening our eyes day by day to behold 
your light in the darkness. May we, through faith and imagination, have your light beams guiding us on 
our journey-quest to find the One in whom we truly are set free. In truth, O Holy One, we come to worship 
you with unclear and distorted motives. Often, we want you to gift us with health, with wealth, with 
answers to our questions. We want you to overlook our unfaithfulness, rather than shining the bright 
light of the Christ Child in our lives. Forgive us, that we are not more like those wise ones of so long ago. 
In following a star, they found hope; in gifting a child, they received grace; in seeking your signs, they 
discovered life. Be with us, in mercy and joy, as we journey following your Son, Jesus Christ, today and 
always. 
 (We pray in silence.) 

Rejoice! God’s love has dawned across the ages and the world. Eternity’s light shines within and among 
God’s people. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and graced with life-made-new.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:1-15 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Obedient – for Adaptability in the Light of God 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION TO THE EUCHARISTIC TABLE 

  PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, CONSECRATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . Eternal God, receive our thanksgiving for all that you have given to this world, both across 
the ages and in our lifetimes. Through faith communities and among your people, multiply the offerings 
of our lives with a witness to your love, close by and around the globe. God of mercy, as your love and 
power prevail through adversity and mend brokenness following the most threatening of situations, 
continue to go before us, beside us, and behind us, abiding steadfastly, that we and all others might 
receive your life in abundance and behold your realm and providence, even amid successive hardships. 
Now, from this table of communion – with your people everywhere, nourish us and give us drink through 
these elements of field and vine. Empower us for living faithfully as you beckon and guide. Grow within 
us and strengthen us by the spirit of Jesus Christ, crucified and resurrected, our host and our mentor 
always, God-with-us today and forever. 
And hear us praying once more, as Jesus taught the community of faith to believe and give voice: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

* HYMN NO. 150  (st. 1,2,3) As with Gladness Men of Old DIX 
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee. 

 

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed, 
there to bend the knee before thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 

so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger, rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

  BREAKING, POURING, AND PARTAKING  

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray together . . .  Having been nourished and given drink from this 
table and fellowship, O God, take our minds, bodies, words, relationships, 
and actions, and break and pour and distribute these, so that our 
outreach and witness as disciples of Jesus is your outreach and witness 
to all your people, from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 

 
* HYMN Light of the World, We Hail Thee SALVE DOMINE 

(See insert.) 
 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

* POSTLUDE Two Noels: “Noel Suisse” and “Noel in G” Louis-Claude Daquin 
   (1694-1772) 

 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the Narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
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 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



Obedient – for Adaptability in the Light of God 
Matthew 2:1-15                                      January 02, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr.                 First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas  

During the Empire of Rome – around the years 75, 
80, or 85 of the first century – Matthew and Luke were 
both alive and were each writing simultaneously a 
Gospel account about Jesus Christ; yet neither knew of 
the other. Imagine how fascinating it would be if the two 
of them were together featured in an extended interview, 
as on C-SPAN, or PBS, or an internet podcast. 

 Both Matthew and Luke indicate Bethlehem is 
the place of infant Jesus’ birth to Mary and Joseph. 
Bethlehem, however, represents no “destination” in 
God’s kingdom-work. Bethlehem is, rather, (1) a pivot-
point in God’s salvation-involvement in history; Jesus 
makes God’s relationship with this world different. 
Additionally, Bethlehem is (2) a focal-point along the 
way realized in history by Luke and Matthew after they 
read of Mark telling Mark’s probable earlier version of 
Jesus’ ministry, death, burial, and resurrection-
proclamation, since Mark told that earliest version 
without mentioning Jesus’ birth. 

Matthew and Luke write from contrasting angles in 
reporting on Jesus’ birth. Luke uniquely tells of the 
young woman Mary’s experience and reactions. 
Matthew uniquely tells of the husband-to-be Joseph’s 
experience and reactions. Luke describes witnesses to 
this event as local shepherds who were livestock field 
hands. Matthew describes witnesses to this event as 
foreigners who study the stars. Luke’s preferred angle is 
God especially including the poor. Matthew’s preferred 
angle is God favoring BOTH Israel AND the wider 
world. Across the centuries, Christian churches have 
embraced both. The focus on December 25 is Luke’s 
story, known as Christmas. The focus on January 6 is 
Matthew’s story, known as Epiphany. And the days 
between the two are known as “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas.” 

Both Luke’s shepherds and Matthew’s Magi are 
obedient, yet with adaptability. They teach us that 
obedience to God never means “staying the course” so 
literally that one never changes. You may well have 
heard the saying, “Life is what happens when you’re 
making plans.” For Luke’s shepherds and for Matthew’s 
Magi, a given day or night started ordinarily and was 
extraordinarily interrupted, for Luke’s shepherds, with 
messengers seemingly from heaven surrounded by 
light, and, for Matthew’s Magi, with an unusual star 
sighted in the night sky, the appearing of which was 
interpreted as a sign of an epic event. The light-
surrounded-messengers prompt the shepherds in Luke’s 
story. The unusual star prompts the Magi in Matthew’s 
story. Both groups are obedient, yet with adaptability. 

How their evening started, or what they thought should 
constitute “ordinary” goes by the way-side when they 
sense God is claiming and calling them for something 
they had not perceived before that evening. No less than 
claiming and calling THEM amid a night initially 
perceived as ordinary, God is equally claiming and 
calling US in 2022. 

In many ways, I grew up thinking that “obedience” 
was “doing as I was told by a person with authority.” 
While that may be true for dogs, horses, and for children 
learning safety and early behavior boundaries, 
obedience to God is broader, and such obedience 
includes adaptability when God’s call is for a change of 
plans, a change of attitude, and/or a change in 
relationships. What if, in Luke’s story, Mary and Joseph 
had said, “No smelly shepherds around our baby”? Or, 
what if the shepherds had said, “We had too many cups 
of wine after dinner tonight. We thought we were seeing 
and hearing what we’ve never seen and heard before. 
No need to run into the darkness. Let’s just sit back 
down here for a few minutes, and everything will seem 
normal again”? Or, what if, in Matthew’s story, the 
Mary and Joseph had said, “No Persian star-watchers 
around our baby”? Or, what if the Magi had said, “It’s 
some bright star up there tonight, but that’s really a 
journey farther than we can imagine going. Someone 
else will behold whatever special event is unfolding”?  
In both stories, these characters are obedient with 
adaptability. They adapt and go, and they adapt and 
receive one another. Their obedience includes 
adaptability when God’s call is for a change of plans, a 
change of attitude, and/or a change in relationships. 

In Matthew’s story, there’s also King Herod. When 
King Herod cannot deceive and manipulate, he will 
intervene and devastate in order to remain in power. The 
Magi do not obey King Herod because obedience to 
God’s call claims them for an adaptation, an adaptation 
of return-to-Persia-plans different from what King 
Herod sought of them. They returned home by a way 
different from what the King desired. When King Herod 
could not deceive and manipulate successfully, he 
intervened and devastated in order to remain in power. 

January sixth is not only Epiphany, the day chosen 
to celebrate Matthew’s visit of the obedient and 
adaptable Persian Magi to the baby Jesus in Palestine. 
In 2021, January sixth became a day of attempted 
political subversion and violence to undermine a 
Constitutional election in the United States. This relates 
to Luke’s and Matthew’s stories in this way: At the heart 
of January 6, 2021, is a hyper-partisanship which 



demands allegiance to a single way of seeing others: 
seeing them as partisan political opponents unworthy of 
equal standing – something that both Luke and Matthew 
did not believe that God believes as embodied in this 
Jesus – if Jesus is who they testify he is. Three brief 
illustrations of real people pointing us in the direction of 
the adaptability God seems to desire of each person– 
wherein others of all backgrounds and associations are 
seen as co-citizens and potentially co-contributors to the 
good God desires… 

First, Wallace Eugene March. Born in 1935, he was 
raised a Southern Presbyterian in Dallas. He graduated 
from Austin College in Sherman in 1957, from Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 1960, and then 
from Union Seminary in New York City in 1967. He 
taught Hebrew and Old Testament at Austin Seminary 
until 1983, at which time he served on the faculty of 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary until his 
retirement in 2004. For many years, Dr. March believed 
that the Scriptures taught how God has been at work for 
the salvation of the world through Jews and Christians. 
At some point in his 50s (maybe), Dr. March, through 
his continuing deep study of Scripture, sensed 
obedience to God leading him to adapt his teaching and 
writing to advance the thought of God’s love widening 
and widening – even beyond Jews and Christians. Some 
say his adapted perspective is heresy. Others say it is 
transformational. 

Second, in 2012 when researching for a project on 
public education, I was granted an interview in the town 
of Ripon, Wisconsin, with the then Superintendent, 
Richard Zimman. He was amazing to me in three ways: 
First, he gave valuable tome to someone he’d never met. 
Second, he mentioned a book published the year before 
which he had found helpful and which he thought might 
be helpful to me. Its title: “I Used to Think … And Now 
I Think: Twenty Leading Educators Reflect on the 
Work of School Reform.” Richard Zimman was saying 
that, when we resist adaptations for better ways to reach 
common important goals, we serve neither ourselves 
nor others well. Third, he asked me how else he might 
assist me. When I said, “I don’t know how well you get 
along locally with the Wisconsin Classroom Educators’ 
Union, but I would very much be helped if I could 
interview a classroom educator who is a leader in the 
union’s local chapter.”  He said, “Can do.” He picked 
up the phone and arranged for me to meet with one of 
the high school chemistry faculty members in the next 
hour. To Superintendent Richard Zimman, even the 
classroom educators’ union was comprised of co-
citizens and co-contributors for the good of all. When 
then visiting with classroom-teacher-union-member 
Mark Resch, he showed me a letter recently received 

from a former student thanking him for his methods 
which prepared her for advanced college chemistry. She 
wrote to him, “Tell your current students not to 
complain about your class being hard.. If they apply 
themselves, they’ll be ready for what only gets 
progressively more difficult in college. Enough 
already!” 

Third, anyone who thinks partisanship from 
differing beliefs and perspectives automatically leads to 
seeing the other as an enemy needs to read President 
Lyndon’s Johnson’s remarks from November 20, 1967, 
at a dinner honoring the leader of the loyal opposition in 
the U.S. Senate, (Republican) Everett Dirksen. The 
President – from the Democratic Party – said, “It’s hard 
to measure your own moral depth, and I often haven’t 
done that well myself. We all wrestle with our 
consciences, and too often we win against our 
conscience. But when President Eisenhower said of me 
–when I was in the U.S. Senate often opposing him – 
that I was far more helpful than obstructive, that he was 
grateful for me, and valued our friendship … I valued 
that. And I come here tonight to honor my beloved 
friend, Senator Everett Dirksen, who excels in serving 
the cause of freedom in the world and in the tradition of 
very responsible partisanship here at home. He is a great 
American. He is a great human being. He is one of my 
dearest friends.”  

Some might say these examples of Gene March, 
Richard Zimman, Mark Resch, Lyndon Johnson, 
Dwight Eisenhower, and Everett Dirksen are “quaint” 
and “nice,” but the real world today is different. Today, 
some say, “Enemy partisanship is the only reality.” 
Some can say that, but Scripture testifies differently: 
that shepherds, Magi, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus offer 
examples for all time; and the examples I’ve cited from 
the 20th and 21st centuries are photos of history and 
real-life which point to the future of what God intends 
both now and at the end of time! Attitudes and 
relationships viewing others not as partisan enemies, but 
as equal citizens and co-contributors to God’s purposes 
for good – now and beyond! 

Along our journeys, we are invited to this table 
together, with our differences and our similarities, 
hosted by the Jesus honored by Palestinian ranch-hands 
and Persian star-followers, all of whom sensed the call 
and claim of God’s ever-widening love for adaptive 
obedience to see God’s world and people not our way, 
but God’s way. When we do, it’s continually 
transformative. Might that be the way First Presby-
terian-Bryan and all others approach 2022 and every 
year? – All honor and praise be to God. 
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