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A WARM 

WELCOME! 

We are delighted 
that you chose to 

worship with us today. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

 December 12, 2021 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Cindy Berry 
 
 WELCOME AND LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Reader 1: Make ready a pathway for our God! Let us cleanse our hearts and clean out our minds! 
Reader 2: May we know that we are his children and focus on the one who comes to love us.  
Reader 1: Let us prepare a place in our hearts and our homes, set the table, and light the candles. For Christ 

is coming! 
Reader 2: Today we light the third candle in rejoicing and anticipation of Christ who is coming. 

(Third Advent candle is lighted.) 

  ANTHEM While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING (Cason) 
(Hymn No. 92, st. 1 & 3) 

While we are waiting, come; Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
Come, Savior, quickly come, Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 

Reader 1: Elizabeth rejoiced as she waited for the coming of her son, John the Baptist. And Mary rejoiced as 
she waited for the birth of her son, Jesus. In the same manner, we rejoice as we wait for the coming 
of the Son of God. 

 
 OPENING PRAYER from Isaiah 25:8-9 

Let us pray together…  Holy One, may we know and believe that You will swallow up death forever. You, 
Sovereign Lord, will wipe away the tears from all faces. May we say of You, “Surely this is my God. I trust 
in Him and He saves me. Let us rejoice and be glad in God’s salvation.” Amen.  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 

Rev. Ted Foote 
 

LITURGIST 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
 

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTERS 

The Hendler Family: 
BJ & Sarah, and their daughters,  
Madeline, Kaitlyn, & Mary Beth 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Sherry Hinnant; Anton Leontyev 
Tom Reed; Janice Sahm 

 

MUSICIANS 

Michelle Lassiter, pianist 
Pop-up Choir 

Handbell Choir 
Christine Larsen, 

organist & Handbell Choir Director 
David Kipp, Director of Music Ministries 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

Poinsettias sponsored 
by our church family 

(see insert) 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Anton Leontyev; Nicole McKinley; 
Jerry Norris; Bill Watson 

 

LITURGICAL BANNER 

Pulpit side: Advent Banner 
by Becky Alter  

 

COVER ART 

from www.blueletterbible.org  
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 12, 2021 
  9:20am Church School-VC 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Rehearsal-S  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  3:30pm All-church Caroling-meet in Indoor Patio  
  3:30pm Youth (GR 6-12) go Caroling and make Christmas Cards-CCF/FH  
  6:00pm Seekers Class Christmas Party-P/Pt 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2021 
  5:30pm Worship Committee-L 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2021 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-FH  
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  5:30pm Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service with “Soup-to-go”-Pt  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Fish Daddy's, CS 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2021 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 19, 2021 
  9:20am Church School-VC 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Rehearsal-S  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm OPEN HOUSE: Sights and Sounds of Christmas-S/Pt  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Christmas Party-TBD or FH 

* Loving childcare provided. 



* HYMN Behold! the Mountain of the Lord ST. ANNE (GtG, 687) 
  (Words by John Logan & Michael Bruce, 1881) 

Behold! the mountain of the Lord in latter days shall rise 
on mountain-tops above the hills, and draw the wond’ring eyes. 

 

No strife shall rage, nor hostile feuds disturb those peaceful years; 
to ploughshares all shall beat their swords, to pruning-hooks their spears. 

 

Now come all people of this world to worship, learn, and pray; 
Commissioned from your love, O God, guide us to serve each day. 

 
PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION 

Let us pray together . . . We praise your magnificent works and wondrous love and mercy, Eternal One; 
for these are from everlasting to everlasting. Yet our allegiance to you too often becomes shallow, 
distracted, and discouraged.  We go our own ways. Our errors in decisions, attitudes and actions are 
many. Forgive our failure and sin in every form. In your grace, restore, heal, and transform us to serve as 
persevering and joyful disciples of Jesus Christ, this day, this week, and always. 

(All are invited to pray in silent meditation.) 
Let us hear, trust, proclaim, and share with others the heart of the Gospel. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and graced with life-made-new.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 25:6-9 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 HANDBELL ANTHEM O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Hart Morris 

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION The Unexpected We Are Called and Engaged to Expect 

 
 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . Receive our gratitude, Blessed Sovereign, for smiles and hugs, for tears and prayers, for 
research and study, for music and song, poetry and prose, for problem solving and glad celebrations. 
Receive our yearnings for your wisdom, compassion, reconciliation, and risks. Receive our intercessions for 
healing where any person, family, community, or nation experiences alienation, division, illness, or injury. 
Wipe tears from our cheeks; place gladness and cleansing laughter within us; and help us to expect from 
you what we otherwise might never expect in the world among what is ordinarily predictable and likely, 
but which through faith, hope, and love is yours to make possible and real. Hear us also praying as Jesus 
taught disciples ages ago: 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

  

 * HYMN NO. 726 (st.1,2,5) Will You Come and Follow Me KELLINGROVE 
“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known? 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 
 

“Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?” 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS 
  QUESTIONS OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION TO THE OFFICE OF RULING ELDER (see insert) 
  

  ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION PRAYER (with laying on of hands) 
 

  DECLARATION AND WELCOME 
 
* HYMN NO. 119 (st.1,3) Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

                   REFRAIN       Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
                born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  REFRAIN        

 
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
* POSTLUDE Prepare the Way arr. James Mansfield 

 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the Narthex. 

-------------------- 
The following elders-elect being ordained and/or installed this month 

for their term of service beginning January 01, 2022, are: 

CLASS OF 2022: Sally Kate Morse. CLASS OF 2023: Becky Alter, Leigh Gathings, Gilbert Gonzalez, 
Adam Hartman, Janice Haverland, Kaitlyn Hendler, Billy Housman, Sam Humphries, 

Clarissa Kennedy, Nancy Robertson, Jessica Sahm Petersen, Ethan Truax 
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______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

 December 12, 2021 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Cindy Berry 
 
 WELCOME AND LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Reader 1: Make ready a pathway for our God! Let us cleanse our hearts and clean out our minds! 
Reader 2: May we know that we are his children and focus on the one who comes to love us.  
Reader 1: Let us prepare a place in our hearts and our homes, set the table, and light the candles. For Christ 

is coming! 
Reader 2: Today we light the third candle in rejoicing and anticipation of Christ who is coming. 

(Third Advent candle is lighted.) 

  ANTHEM While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING (Cason) 
(Hymn No. 92, st. 1 & 3) 

While we are waiting, come; Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
Come, Savior, quickly come, Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 

Reader 1: Elizabeth rejoiced as she waited for the coming of her son, John the Baptist. And Mary rejoiced as 
she waited for the birth of her son, Jesus. In the same manner, we rejoice as we wait for the coming 
of the Son of God. 

 
 OPENING PRAYER from Isaiah 25:8-9 

Let us pray together…  Holy One, may we know and believe that You will swallow up death forever. You, 
Sovereign Lord, will wipe away the tears from all faces. May we say of You, “Surely this is my God. I trust 
in Him and He saves me. Let us rejoice and be glad in God’s salvation.” Amen.  
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10:20am Pop-up Choir Rehearsal-S  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  3:30pm All-church Caroling-meet in Indoor Patio  
  3:30pm Youth (GR 6-12) go Caroling and make Christmas Cards-CCF/FH  
  6:00pm Seekers Class Christmas Party-P/Pt 
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  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2021 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-FH  
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  5:30pm Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service with “Soup-to-go”-Pt  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Fish Daddy's, CS 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2021 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 19, 2021 
  9:20am Church School-VC 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Rehearsal-S  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm OPEN HOUSE: Sights and Sounds of Christmas-S/Pt  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Christmas Party-TBD or FH 

* Loving childcare provided. 



December 12, 2021 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 
OPEN HOUSE 
“Sights and Sounds 

of Christmas” 

SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 19 
5:00pm to 7:00pm 

INVITE YOUR 
FRIENDS! 

Light refreshments. 
First Presbyterian Church, 1100 Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan, Texas 

979.823.8073 | www.fpcbryan.org 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on the 
tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our building and 

need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in the narthex, 
where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment as a 

disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder. You may also call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

All are invited to the 
Indoor Patio at 3:30pm 
to warm up our voices 
for an afternoon of 
caroling to some of our 
church members as we 

gather to sing carols and distribute poinsettias. Invite 
others to join you in singing—the more the merrier! 
Light refreshments will be available. At 3:50pm, we’ll 
depart on our various routes to spread Christ’s love in 
song — “. . . Christ the Savior is born.” 

 
A SERVICE OF WHOLENESS IN ADVENT 

On Wednesday, December 15, at 5:30pm, all are 
invited to the Indoor Patio for “The Longest Night | 
Blue Christmas” Service. For many, the holidays are 
a time of remembering as we may be separated 

from loved ones by 
distance or by death or 
experiencing a sense of 
loss in other ways. 
Through sharing in song, 

scripture, prayer, and a time of remembrance, we 
tend to our souls and uplift one another in the hope 
and spirit of the holidays. Following the service, 
“soup-to-go” will be available. 

 
 CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

The Christmas Joy Offering―celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, “the perfect gift,” as 
well as the gifts of church leaders—past, present, and future. Giving envelopes will be 
included with your bulletins on Sundays, December 19 & 26, and Christmas Eve, 
December 24. As important as gifts to loved ones are, the PC(USA) gives throughout the 
year through this Offering, drawing us back to the manger and God’s perfect gift to us.  

Please take a moment to read the insert in today’s bulletin. 
 

mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org


ORDINATION QUESTIONS FOR OFFICE OF ELDER 
Book of Order W-4.4003 

a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and 
Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit? 

b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the 
Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church 
universal, and God’s Word to you? 

c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed 
faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable 
expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be 
instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 

d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority 
of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? 

e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its 
discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working 
with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 

f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your 
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 

h. Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love? 

i. Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for 
their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government and 
discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try 
to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

 



The Unexpected We Are Called and Engaged to Expect 
Isaiah 25:6-9 December 12, 2021 
Ted V. Foote, Jr.  First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas  

I can’t blame my mother or my dad or my 
Sunday School class teachers when I was 17 
years old or younger for not teaching me that 
there is a cartoon-like image among the prophet 
Isaiah’s writings in chapter 25.  Even if they had 
known it, they might not have wanted to tell me, 
because I would have been so entertained 
reading it, and reading it, and reading it. Verse 
six, describes a festival banquet at the end of all 
suffering and wrong in the life of the world. The 
festival banquet is sponsored by God for the 
peoples of the world. The dining table is spread 
with beef and vegetables and wine. In the 
English translations of Isaiah’s original Hebrew, 
verse seven then reads, “And God will destroy 
on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all 
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all 
nations.” After that, verse eight begins, “God 
will swallow up Death forever.” Here’s where 
the English translation does us no favors, unless 
you don’t like or want cartoon imagery.  The 
verse eight verb in Hebrew, “swallow up” 
(Death), is a literal translation of “bilam.” The 
verse seven verb, translated “will destroy” (the 
shroud and the covering sheet) is a not-literal 
translation. It’s symbolic or a synonym. It is 
actually the same verb in Hebrew – the SAME 
verb “bilam” – which, in the next verse, is 
literally translated “swallow up” (Death). 
Literally, then, when in verse six, Isaiah 
describes God throwing a picnic on the 
mountain with lavish food, suddenly God grabs 
the tablecloth, yanks it out from under the food 
on the serving and dining tables, and stuffs the 
tablecloth into God’s mouth and throat – and 
gulps hard. “Oh,” we may say, “it was the 
tablecloth, but it was also the sheet or shroud 
which covers a deceased person’s body!” God 
swallows the tablecloth which is actually the 
death-covering cloth, then God turns and 
“swallows up” Death. At the end of time, 
according to Isaiah, that cartoonish victory of 
God at the universal banquet is how God 

demonstrates the end of Death and grief. My 
parents or my Sunday School teachers never 
knew about the English Bible editors translating 
the same verb symbolically in one verse and 
then, in the verse immediately after, translating 
the verb literally. “Gulp!” 

Cartoon or not, if this is a vision describing 
God’s goal and orientation for life and history 
ultimately, what does God expect – as my 
grandmother would say – “nowadays”? Please 
ponder this yourself, but I’m going to go out on 
a limb and tell you what I’m thinking God 
expects nowadays IF God’s goal is a great 
banquet someday where God will gobble up the 
symbols of Death and Death itself, then wipe 
tears from the faces of God’s people, I think God 
expects us to PRACTICE for the banquet by 
LIVING from the ethics of caring respect. Ethics 
is not a word a toddler will say right after “da-
da” and “mom-ma.” It’s a word not learned in 
life until years later after first learning “da-da” 
and “mom-ma,” but ethics’ definition is “moral 
principles that govern a person’s behavior and 
that govern one’s engagement in relationships.” 

In the year 2000, a friend of mine named 
Bobby Graham died suddenly at the age of 48 
from heart failure. Bobby had been in high 
school in Tyler, Texas, in the late 1960s. He told 
the story of Presbyterian minister John Danhof, 
who, one year, was once a visiting lecturer at 
First Presbyterian in Tyler. After presenting his 
lecture about Jesus’ teachings on the equality of 
each person in God’s family, Dr. Danhof asked 
for questions from the group. A man observed, 
“Dr. Danhof, you seem to be saying that when I 
get to heaven, I actually might be sitting at 
God’s great banquet next to someone whose skin 
is darker than mine, who doesn’t vote like I 
normally vote, who doesn’t speak like I 
normally speak, and who might be on welfare 
payments, or opposed to the Vietnam War. How 
could that be heaven?” Listening carefully, Dr. 
Danhof looked at the man and said, “I suspect, 
for you, even in heaven, that might just be hell.” 



IF God’s goal is a great banquet someday 
where God will gobble up the symbols of Death 
and gobble up Death itself, then wipe tears from 
the faces of God’s people, I think God expects 
us to PRACTICE for the banquet by LIVING 
from the ethics of caring respect. Remember that 
the definition of ethics is “the moral principles 
that govern a person’s behavior and one’s 
engagement in relationships.” 

If a vision of God’s unexpected banquet 
hosting practices in the future influence us today 
to practice for that future day sometime, that 
practice may be easier said than done.  

In the previous churches I have served, first 
as a seminary intern, then as an associate pastor, 
then twice as a lead pastor on staff (thus, not 
even referencing FPC-Bryan), in each of them I 
have heard one or more elders from ages 18 to 
85 say in some form or another, “When I said I 
would serve as an elder, I knew I’d be serving 
with people who have not lived perfect lives, but 
instead with people whose lives are flawed and 
whose decisions in the past they sometimes 
viewed later as decisions they would make 
differently given the opportunity. I knew also 
that serving as an elder would include decisions 
on sending youth to summer church camp, 
voting on the church’s annual budget, voting on 
Lord’s Supper dates, and sometimes voting on 
property improvement decisions. I did not 
anticipate that some problems and challenges 
would be complex, multi-dimensional, and 
beyond unanimous agreement. I don’t like it 
when that happens. I never anticipated voting on 
the church being engaged and cooperating with 
community activists across town for equalized 
funding in public infrastructure, in public 
education, and for easier access to vote in this 
democracy. I never anticipated being engaged 
with resettlement agencies for refugee families, 
being engaged in ministry with individuals who 
were battling AIDS, being engaged with Jews, 
Muslims, other Christians and non-religious 
persons for understanding each other and 
advocating for each other in this democracy. I 
never anticipated such developments,” they 
have said. Yet such issues get mixed into the 

responsibilities of sending youth to summer 
church camp, voting on annual church budgets, 
on when the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated, 
and how property improvement needs will 
proceed.  As the Presbyterian in Tyler fifty years 
ago said to Dr. John Danhof: “I love Jesus 
Christ, but I‘m uncomfortable with so many 
people you say Jesus expects me to care about 
with respect, now or in the future.” If this future 
banquet is not going to be a most uncomfortable 
experience for us, we need to practice – while 
we’ve got time. 

Fifteen or sixteen years ago, a college 
football coach in his very early thirties sat down 
with some notebooks in which – when he was in 
his early twenties – he’d written four quotes. He 
then realized how important it would be for him 
to shape his career according to what he’d 
written down ten or so years earlier. Four quotes, 
but instead of words like “athletics” and “team,” 
let’s substitute words like “life” and “church” … 
“True service amid life-challenges has less to do 
with external events than with internal battles 
against losing enthusiasm, losing courage, 
losing fearlessness, and losing compassion… 
The goal as leaders is to protect, not destroy, 
each member’s spirit and sense of self… Avoid 
special treatment. Don’t allow relationships with 
certain members to compromise you. If we have 
one set of standards for some and another set of 
standards for the rest, we will have a church that 
will be torn apart… Personal credibility—do 
what you say you will do. Stay consistent 
regardless of outside pressure” [Dave Aranda]. 
If we of First Presbyterian-Bryan in 2021 do 
similarly to what that young coach was 
reminding himself from ten years earlier in his 
life, we’ll be practicing for expecting God’s 
unexpected gulping down the table-cloth 
symbolic of a dead body covering and then 
God’s turning to gulp down Death itself! And 
we’ll be ready to sit with anyone – maybe or 
maybe not comfortably, but we’ll be ready – 
because God’s grace is calling and engaging us 
to practice daily – to practice Jesus’ ethics of 
caring respect. – All honor and praise be to God! 
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