
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering being received tonight supports our 
denomination’s effort in providing supplemental income to retired 
ministers, their widows and dependent children; it also helps fund our 
church-related, predominantly ethnic minority schools and colleges, 
including the Presbyterian Pan American School in Kingsville. Offering 
envelopes are included with your bulletin. 

“A gift opens doors.” — Proverbs 18:16 
 

Two rocking chairs are located in the narthex, where the worship service 
can be heard via a ceiling speaker. Also, loving childcare is available in 
Room 108 of the 31st St. hallway. Simply ask an usher for directions. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

--------------------- 
For the newsletter, announcements, upcoming bulletins, and updates, 

visit the church website: www.fpcbryan.org. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24, 2021 First Presbyterian Church 
7:00 p.m.  Bryan, Texas 

 
 

GATHERING 

MUSIC OF CHRISTMAS Meditation on Advent Carols   
 
TOLLING OF THE CHRISTMAS BELLS 
 
LIGHTING CANDLES OF FAITH, HOPE, EXPECTATION, AND GRATITUDE 

READER ONE: Advent faith moves us. 
READER TWO: Advent hope leads us. 
READER THREE: Advent expectation stills us.  
READER ONE: Advent gratitude stirs us, 
  that we might receive our King, Jesus. 
     Let us pray, singing together, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

  REFRAIN  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

                  fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.    REFRAIN 
 

PROPHECY – 1 adapted from Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness and oppression – on 
them light has shined.  
The promised ruler and savior is named . . .  
Wonderful Counselor. Mighty God. Everlasting Father. Prince of 
Peace. The zeal and passion of the God of all will do this. Hallelujah! 

 
 PROPHECY – 2  adapted from Micah 5:2-5a 

From you, O Bethlehem, as small and little regarded as you are, 
shall come the strong and good shepherd from God, who presides 
as the one of peace. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

PREACHER 

Rev. Ted Foote 
 

LITURGISTS 

Rev. Emily Béghin 
Rev. George A. Klett 

 
USHERS & GREETERS 

Rick Avery; Sally Kate Morse; 
Tom Reed; Debe Shafer; Scott Shafer

 
ADVENT 

CANDLELIGHTERS 

The Simpson Family: 
Wally & Caroline, 

and their children, Ryan & Chelsea 
 

FLOWERS  

With gratitude to all who sponsored 
poinsettias in celebration of the birth 

of the Christ Child. 
(See insert.)  

 
MUSICIANS  

Christine Larsen, organist & 
Director of Handbell Choir 

Handbell Choir 
Michelle Lassiter, pianist 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
AUDIO | VISUAL 

Nicole McKinley; Jerry Norris; 
Bill Watson 

 
COVER ART 

The Adoration of the Shepherds, c. 1650
by Bartolome Esteban Murillo 

 
ART IN THE NARTHEX 

The Nativity: Scene of Bethlehem 
(drawing on wood) 

by 1967 FPC Jr. Dept. Youth 
 

LITURGICAL BANNER 

Banner by Becky Alter 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 
Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

CVLI 504246321 
 

THIS WEEK 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE DAY, 

   DECEMBER 24 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
CHILDREN'S CENTER CLOSED 

  4:00pm Christmas Eve Family Worship-FH
  4:45pm Self-guided Christmas Eve prayer  
 and communion (‘til 5:15pm)-S 
  7:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight &  
  Communion Worship-S* 

(Live-streamed worship will be 
viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage 
“sentence about worship” or small 
red YouTube icon in far top right 
of homepage screen) 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 25

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS 
TO EACH OF YOU! 

12:30pm Ted and Joanie’s Christmas Day 
  Potluck Dinner (‘til 1:45pm)-Pt 
 
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS,  

   DECEMBER 26 

10:45am Worship-S* 
(A pre-recorded devotional will be 
viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage 
“sentence about worship” or small 
red YouTube icon in far top right 
of homepage screen) 
 

* Loving childcare in Room 108 

Greetings and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Thank you for being with us at First Presbyterian Church of Bryan as 
we celebrate the birth of our Savior on this holiest of nights. Whether 
you are a long-time member of our congregation or whether you are 
a newcomer, we are delighted you have chosen this worship service 
to be a part of your own personal Christmas Eve tradition this year. 

 

New members may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, 
reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of membership. If you feel led to 

inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 
commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire 

on the fellowship folder. You may also call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or 

Associate Pastor Emily Béghin, ebeghin@fpcbryan.org.  

They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you 
can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

WELCOME 



 Page 2 Page 3 Page 4 

 * CAROL NO. 133 (st. 1,3,4) O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 

O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold him born the King of angels! 

      REFRAIN O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

               Glory to God, all glory in the highest! REFRAIN 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

           Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! REFRAIN 
 

PRAYER OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Blessed Sovereign, each Christmas is different 
from the others. Birth and death are mixed with devastation, 
successes, tedium, toil, and invigoration. Across the years, your 
children – younger and older – are visited by your grace and love born 
in Bethlehems everywhere. In ordinary life, your extraordinary peace 
and salvation meet us amid poverty and wealth, amid injustice and 
equity, amid trauma and celebration. Only your steadfast love 
overcomes our self-focused thoughts, actions, and emotions. As you 
invite us to join voices and gifts to honor your life in this Jesus, we ask 
you humbly and expectantly: forgive and heal us, one and all . . .         

(We pray in silence.) 
The gift of God’s great news is proclaimed and experienced. 

 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks and glory be to God! 
  
SCRIPTURE Luke 2:1-14 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 Advent waiting yields rejoicing with Jesus’ birth:  
 Jesus, who is the Light of the World. Amen. 
 
* CAROL NO. 119 (st.1,3) Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN  

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

REFRAIN Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
   born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  REFRAIN 
 

GREETINGS AND SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
  The Lord be with you.         And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:15-20 
  This is the Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Love Born Amid Daylight, Shadow, and Dark 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER, 
 AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

With thanksgiving beyond what words can express, O Holy and 
Sovereign One, we draw near to your presence, but not without you, 
first, drawing near to us, with the gift exceeding all deserving. Grant us 
nourishment and drink in the life and spirit of Jesus Christ, so that, like 
those who first beheld his birth, his ministry, his death and resurrection, 
our lives may be continually healed by grace and led toward life 
together which honors you, all of your people, and all of creation, this 
night and always. Hear us also pray together as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven: Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
BREAKING, POURING, AND PARTAKING 
 
SOLO O Holy Night Adolphe Adam 
 
COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
 

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
     

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST   
  May the life of Christ light your way.    And your way also.  
 
CAROL NO. 115 (st. 1,3) Away in a Manger MUELLER 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 
CAROL NO. 122 Silent Night STILLE NACHT 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child! 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing: “Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”  

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 
 RESPONSIVE LITANY 
 Advent is a time to proclaim. 

  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
  We proclaim a hope that is stronger than any trial. 
  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
  We proclaim a victory that is stronger than any defeat. 
  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
  We proclaim a peace that is stronger than any conflict. 
  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
  We proclaim a freedom that is stronger than any bondage. 
  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 

 * CAROL NO. 134 (st. 1,2,4) Joy to the World ANTIOCH 
(Please extinguish candles. As you leave, you may place  

your candle in one of the baskets at each exit.) 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King: 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
and heaven and nature sing . . .  

 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy . . .  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the 
nations prove, the glories of His righteousness, 

and wonders of His love . . . 
 

 CHARGE AND AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Like shepherds and others of old: 
What we experience in Jesus Christ, 
at Bethlehem and beyond, 
changes our lives for serving in God’s world. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth,  
God’s peace with everyone! 

 
*  POSTLUDE  

  +  +  +  +  +  

Following worship, poinsettia sponsors are 
invited to take home their poinsettia. 
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The Christmas Joy Offering being received tonight supports our 
denomination’s effort in providing supplemental income to retired 
ministers, their widows and dependent children; it also helps fund our 
church-related, predominantly ethnic minority schools and colleges, 
including the Presbyterian Pan American School in Kingsville. Offering 
envelopes are included with your bulletin. 

“A gift opens doors.” — Proverbs 18:16 
 

Two rocking chairs are located in the narthex, where the worship service 
can be heard via a ceiling speaker. Also, loving childcare is available in 
Room 108 of the 31st St. hallway. Simply ask an usher for directions. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

--------------------- 
For the newsletter, announcements, upcoming bulletins, and updates, 

visit the church website: www.fpcbryan.org. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24, 2021 First Presbyterian Church 
7:00 p.m.  Bryan, Texas 

 
 

GATHERING 

MUSIC OF CHRISTMAS Meditation on Advent Carols   
 
TOLLING OF THE CHRISTMAS BELLS 
 
LIGHTING CANDLES OF FAITH, HOPE, EXPECTATION, AND GRATITUDE 

READER ONE: Advent faith moves us. 
READER TWO: Advent hope leads us. 
READER THREE: Advent expectation stills us.  
READER ONE: Advent gratitude stirs us, 
  that we might receive our King, Jesus. 
     Let us pray, singing together, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

  REFRAIN  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

                  fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.    REFRAIN 
 

PROPHECY – 1 adapted from Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness and oppression – on 
them light has shined.  
The promised ruler and savior is named . . .  
Wonderful Counselor. Mighty God. Everlasting Father. Prince of 
Peace. The zeal and passion of the God of all will do this. Hallelujah! 

 
 PROPHECY – 2  adapted from Micah 5:2-5a 

From you, O Bethlehem, as small and little regarded as you are, 
shall come the strong and good shepherd from God, who presides 
as the one of peace. 

 

1100 Carter Creek Parkway 
Bryan, Texas 77802 

Tel. 979.823.8073 Fax. 979.822.7063 
http://www.fpcbryan.org 

Page 5 Page 6 

WORSHIP NOTES 

PREACHER 

Rev. Ted Foote 
 

LITURGISTS 

Rev. Emily Béghin 
Rev. George A. Klett 

 
USHERS & GREETERS 

Rick Avery; Sally Kate Morse; 
Tom Reed; Debe Shafer; Scott Shafer

 
ADVENT 

CANDLELIGHTERS 

The Simpson Family: 
Wally & Caroline, 

and their children, Ryan & Chelsea 
 

FLOWERS  

With gratitude to all who sponsored 
poinsettias in celebration of the birth 

of the Christ Child. 
(See insert.)  

 
MUSICIANS  

Christine Larsen, organist & 
Director of Handbell Choir 

Handbell Choir 
Michelle Lassiter, pianist 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
AUDIO | VISUAL 

Nicole McKinley; Jerry Norris; 
Bill Watson 

 
COVER ART 

The Adoration of the Shepherds, c. 1650
by Bartolome Esteban Murillo 

 
ART IN THE NARTHEX 

The Nativity: Scene of Bethlehem 
(drawing on wood) 

by 1967 FPC Jr. Dept. Youth 
 

LITURGICAL BANNER 

Banner by Becky Alter 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 
Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

CVLI 504246321 
 

THIS WEEK 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE DAY, 

   DECEMBER 24 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
CHILDREN'S CENTER CLOSED 

  4:00pm Christmas Eve Family Worship-FH
  4:45pm Self-guided Christmas Eve prayer  
 and communion (‘til 5:15pm)-S 
  7:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight &  
  Communion Worship-S* 

(Live-streamed worship will be 
viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage 
“sentence about worship” or small 
red YouTube icon in far top right 
of homepage screen) 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 25

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS 
TO EACH OF YOU! 
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viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage 
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* Loving childcare in Room 108 

Greetings and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Thank you for being with us at First Presbyterian Church of Bryan as 
we celebrate the birth of our Savior on this holiest of nights. Whether 
you are a long-time member of our congregation or whether you are 
a newcomer, we are delighted you have chosen this worship service 
to be a part of your own personal Christmas Eve tradition this year. 

 

New members may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, 
reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of membership. If you feel led to 

inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 
commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire 

on the fellowship folder. You may also call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or 

Associate Pastor Emily Béghin, ebeghin@fpcbryan.org.  

They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you 
can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

WELCOME 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering being received tonight supports our 
denomination’s effort in providing supplemental income to retired 
ministers, their widows and dependent children; it also helps fund our 
church-related, predominantly ethnic minority schools and colleges, 
including the Presbyterian Pan American School in Kingsville. Offering 
envelopes are included with your bulletin. 

“A gift opens doors.” — Proverbs 18:16 
 

Two rocking chairs are located in the narthex, where the worship service 
can be heard via a ceiling speaker. Also, loving childcare is available in 
Room 108 of the 31st St. hallway. Simply ask an usher for directions. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

--------------------- 
For the newsletter, announcements, upcoming bulletins, and updates, 

visit the church website: www.fpcbryan.org. 
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Love Born Amid Daylight, Shadow, and Dark 
Luke 2:1-20 December 24, 2021 
Ted V. Foote, Jr.           First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas  
Luke’s chapter 2 reporting gives a narrative 

which is essentially a “word-video” on the 
shepherds outside of Bethlehem. Shepherds in 
Judea during the Roman Empire were poverty-
level-wages contract laborers, working long shifts 
for meager pay. No comforts or amenities. 
Constantly on a campout. The narrative “word-
video” tells of their perceiving messengers 
singing praise to God and singing an inviting 
proclamation from God. The narrative “word-
video” describes shepherds chasing the invitation 
of the messengers into Bethlehem, being at the 
barn-garage where the newborn and parents were 
staying, and returning to their pastureland 
assignments. The narrative “word-video” of the 
shepherds describes only that night. We don’t 
know how the remainder of their lives turned out. 
Our lives are similar. We see each other gathered 
in this room or on live-streaming or You-tube, 
and we have only the slightest idea, if that, how 
someone’s life we see has, before this night, 
proceeded to this point; plus, we have no 
knowledge how our lives will proceed beyond 
this night. We know only about tonight during the 
moments we are in each other’s presence. Yet 
these moments we share here include possibilities 
stemming from the birth of God’s love amid 
daylight, shadow, and dark. And the moments 
after we leave this worship service include 
possibilities stemming from the birth of God’s 
love, whatever else develops at any time. 

I never knew Joe Clifford Caffie, but I read 
about him earlier this year. He was born 30 miles 
south of Montgomery, Alabama, on Valentine’s 
Day in 1931. He died on August 1, 2011, in 
Warren, Ohio, at the age of 80. As an older teen 
and young adult, Joe’s skills seemed made for 
baseball. He threw as a right-hander and batted 
left-handed. He was a fast runner and a capable 
hitter, but was defensively inconsistent on fly 
balls as an outfielder. 

You may or may not have much attempted to 
catch baseballs in the outfield, either high flies or 
line drives. It’s easier to think someone else ought 

to be able to catch a fly ball than it is to do it 
oneself. Adjusted vision, reaction-time, and eye-
hand-body coordination are required. We might 
say of professional baseball players, “They’re 
being paid to make those plays. They are skilled 
and practiced.  They should be able to accomplish 
what’s needed.” Understood. That said, however, 
it’s still easier to think someone else ought to be 
able to catch a fly ball than it is to do it oneself. 

Coming out of the Professional Negro 
Baseball League, in the early 1950s, Joe Caffie 
was recruited and signed with the Cleveland 
Indian system. He was called up to the “big 
leagues” and played well in a few games late in 
the 1956 season, hitting .342 in 44 plate 
appearances. Invited to spring training for the 
1957 season, he was sent to the Triple A minors 
because Cleveland management decided they 
would give playing time to a rookie outfielder 
named Roger Maris, who was more consistent as 
a defensive player, but who was not nearly as fast 
on the bases as Joe Caffie, who had been given 
the nickname “Rabbit” for obvious reason. Late 
in the 1957 season, however, Mr. Caffie again 
was “called up” to play with Cleveland, batting a 
respectable .270 in 95 plate appearances. During 
the next four seasons, he played in AAA leagues, 
after which, in 1961, he moved to Warren, Ohio, 
working for 36 years with the Thomas Steel 
Company, retiring in 1997, at age 66.     

I never knew Joe Caffie, but I wish I had. As 
shepherds during the Roman Empire in the 
district of Palestine were not considered fit to be 
guests of royalty, during his lifetime in the United 
States, Mr. Caffie and others like him were 
considered by many in baseball management and 
in the general public to be more labor 
commodities than equal citizens. Was his limited 
playing career possibly related to an unpublished 
cultural formula embraced by some White-folks 
in the 1950’s, a formula which subconsciously 
whispered, “Only so many non-Whites per 
team”? I don’t know. It’s a fact that in 1952, in 
the Northern Minor League, Mr. Caffie’s fellow 



Alabaman (also an African-American), Hank 
Aaron, batted .340 with one team. Mr. Caffie 
batted .342 with another – in the same league the 
same year. Mr. Aaron had a Hall of Fame career 
in Major League Baseball through the Braves’ 
team system. Hank Aaron could catch, throw, hit, 
and run. His was a complete skill set. Joe Caffie’s 
was not so complete a skill set, and he soon 
moved from baseball to a career at the Thomas 
Steel Factory. 

Many here tonight are neither baseball fans, 
nor trivia fans. Why even elaborate on Mr. Joe 
Caffie’s life story? Well, most of us here know 
not much about shepherds; but we consider 
shepherds as crucial to this story; and we can 
mentally comprehend how their lives included 
long hours at work with meager pay and no 
benefits. If we’re candid, Mr. Caffie, as a baseball 
player, steel worker, and citizen in his day, likely 
had much more in common with Palestinian 
shepherds than most of us. The pivot-point of the 
Caffie story for this Christmas Eve, however, is 
what he once said. It was a night game – “under 
the lights.” Joe misjudged a fly ball or a line drive 
in the outfield and failed to make the catch. When 
asked about it after the game, he shrugged and 
said, “I lost it in the moon.” 

When playing outfield, a person can lose sight 
of a fly ball when looking into the glare of the 
daytime sun, or one can lose sight when looking 
into the glare of nighttime baseball park lights, 
but no one has ever misjudged a ball because he 
or she “lost it in the moon!” I think Joe Caffie was 
brushing off what he knew was a legitimate 
criticism. He may well have been frustrated with 
himself, thinking, “Yes, I should have made the 
catch.” Was his first step forward when it should 
have been back? Did his speed cause him to 
misjudge and overrun the ball? I can only wonder. 
How many times, though, has your speed gotten 
the better of you? Or mine gotten the better of me? 
Not leg-and-foot speed, but action-reaction 
speed? Maybe you and I reacted and/or decided 
too fast and made a misjudgment. Maybe we 
jumped to a conclusion and spoke unhelpful – 
even hurtful – words before knowing important 

additional facts. Likely it wasn’t catastrophic for 
the world, but we wish it had not happened. 
Haven’t you and I exhibited a “Joe Caffie 
tendency,” relying on talent, but periodically 
hindering our own ability to make a skills-and-
judgment-adaptation for a positive result? 

Like the shepherds outside Bethlehem, when a 
sacred revealing and engaging is occurring, and 
we are being invited to behold God’s love first-
hand, we can do more than shrug our shoulders 
and say, “Guess I lost it in the moon.” There is 
opportunity to hush the noise and hear the 
messengers sing, and decide in fellowship with 
others to know more, and to know more deeply. 

Joe Caffie worked 36 years in the steel factory 
– off to work on one shift or another, day after 
day. I’m guessing on many of those days he did 
not hear messengers sing as heavenly choirs. But 
Mr. Caffie likely never really wanted to lose 
anything of importance in the moon, the sunlight, 
or the shadows. Nor do you and I. Yet we do. 
Often. What if, with God’s help, we wait 
expectantly: in our relationships and situations? in 
dreams we seek? in disappointment we 
experience? in mystery we observe? in awareness 
we practice? and in love we behold? God never 
lost the shepherds laboring outside Bethlehem, 
nor lost Joe Caffie playing baseball as a young 
man, working at the steel factory as a middle-aged 
and older-aged man, or in his retirement. And 
God has never lost you. 

Expect to hear the messengers sing. Expect to 
meet women and men and children on hard times 
and in tough circumstances. Expect to be invited 
to participate, worship, serve, and be transformed 
by God’s love born amid working people barely 
scraping by – born in this Jesus-peasant-babe. 
Expect for your life to be made new over and over 
by God’s love which cannot be captured, 
measured, or predicted. Even when any of us lose 
something in the moon, the sun, or the shadows, 
we will not be lost, but always found by God’s 
love born amid the marginalized and the 
vulnerable. No one will be lost. All will be found 
by holy love, even this very night. – All honor and 
praise be to God.
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