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BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

 January 9, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Let All Things Now Living arr. Cindy Berry 
 

 OPENING SENTENCES 
Welcome to worship this morning! 
The writer of Psalm 46 has written: “There is a river whose waters make glad the City of God. 
God, who is Lord of all, is our refuge! 
 

* HYMN NO. 482 Baptized in Water BUNESSAN 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; 
heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, 

faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
dead in the tomb with Christ our King; 
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
thankfully now God’s praises we sing. 

 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ our King; 
born of the Spirit, we are God’s children; 

joyfully now God’s praises we sing.  
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WORSHIP NOTES 

 
PREACHER 

Rev. Ted Foote 
 

LITURGIST 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Christy Becker 
Debe Shafer 
Scott Shafer 

 
MUSICIANS 

Michelle Lassiter, pianist 
Jessica Sahm Petersen, song leader 

 
AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Adam Hartman 
Nicole McKinley 

Jerry Norris 
Bill Watson 

 
COVER ART 

A body of water, bed below, sunlight 
reflection off of surface above 

 
COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

BAPTISM OF THE LORD, JANUARY 9, 2022 
  9:00am Church School Class: Loose Leaf Class -Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children's Class-13  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P 
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2022 
  1:00pm Circle III-P 
  5:30pm Worship Committee-L 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2022 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement-L  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Grub Burger Bar, CS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 2022 
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14, 2022 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 2022 
2

ND
 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 16, 2022 

  9:00am Church School Class: Loose Leaf Class -Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children's Class-13  
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-L  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 403  
10:20am Pop-Up Choir Practice-S* 
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF 
* Lo ing childcare pro ided

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  



 

PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us join in prayer together . . . If we have not observed by ourselves, O God, the writers of Scripture and 
poets and authors across the ages have described how water – still or flowing – is a place of life and is 
life-giving. We praise you that this chemical compound of two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen is a 
primary gift in your universe.  And we praise you for water’s essential contribution to hydration and 
cleansing.  We also hold dear its rich symbolism, illustrating your own crafting, sustaining, cleansing, and 
renewing of who we are as your people. As we consider again today Jesus’ own baptism, receive our 
confessions, forgive us all our sin, make us whole from your mercy, and share through us your unending 
faithfulness and sacred kindness for serving you hour by hour in the way and spirit of Jesus Christ . . . 
 (We pray in silence.) 

Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING Luke 3:15-17,21-22 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Jesus’ Baptism and Ours: Being “in the World” and Not Just “on It” 

 
* HYMN O God of All, Your Love Creates AMAZING GRACE 

  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . Holy Sovereign, we are grateful that your leading brings Jesus under the shadow and 
umbrella of your call for newness of life in the way of faithful prophets. Truly baptism administered and 
received calls and leads your people to relationships and service based on compassion, mercy, and vision 
for your kingdom. Receive our thanks that you accompany us through every season of worry, loss, anger, 
and numbness, bringing to us, as needed, your gifts of hope, consoling, calm, compassion, perseverance, 
and healing. O Delight of the Cosmos and all who draw breath: As your voice both whispers gently over still 
waters and rushes across their surfaces to raise forceful white-caps – commending our attention – exercise 
your Spirit with individuals and communities to liberate both present and future from past errors, idols, 
misdirection, and bad judgment. In your Spirit's transformative influence, may we repeatedly recall both 
the eternal richness of baptism and your holy claim and call for life devoted to serving you in the way of 
Jesus Christ – who taught communities of faith to pray together: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 

praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love! 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 

 
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 

 
* POSTLUDE Just a Closer Walk with Thee arr. James Bastien 

 + + + + + 
At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the Narthex. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
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A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  



January 9, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

NOMINATE A “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” 
Volunteers are essential to the ministry of FPC-Bryan. They contribute countless 
hours to the work of this congregation in so many ways—serving on Session/ 
Foundation, leading/coordinating Church School, ushering, singing in the choir, 
ringing bells, answering telephones, supporting worship, working “behind-the-
scenes,” and so more! Each year, the Volunteer of the Year is usually honored for 

his/her contributions to the church at the Annual Meeting of the Congregation (February 20). Previous recipients 
have included: MICHAEL WESP, DIANE NORMAN, JOHN HALSELL, KATHRYN NACHLINGER, KATHRINE MacNEIL, 
CHERYL MORENO, PROPERTY COMMITTEE, CHANCEL & HANDBELL CHOIRS, KATHY BURDETT, ALLYN JORDAN, 
150TH ANNIVERSARY LEADERSHIP TEAM (under leadership of VICKI GERGENI and NANCY SELF), BETH MORRIS, 
CHERYL PAGE, RICK PAGE, and JERRY NORRIS. Know of an individual who has served the church well in 2021? 
Submit your nomination with a brief narrative supporting your nomination to Karen Berg, office@fpcbryan.org, or 
mail to First Presbyterian Church, 1100 Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan, 77802, by Sunday, January 30. 

SUBMIT YOUR NOMINATION TODAY! 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2022 GETS DIGITAL! 
Pastors Ted and Emily will be co-teaching Confirmation Class 2022 using eight 10 min. to 12 min. 
educational confirmation videos over the span of three months. The videos will be available to all 
on First Presbyterian Church’s YouTube Channel. The first “class” will be posted on Sunday, January 
16 (the original start date of Confirmation Class 2022). Video links will be included in Emily’s Youth 

Weekly email blasts. Want to know more? Contact Pastor Emily, ebeghin@fpcbyran.org. 
 

                       WE’RE BACK IN THE LOFT! 
A Pop-up Choir will sing in worship on Sunday, January 16. Meet Director of Music Ministries David 
Kipp in the choir loft on the 16th at 10:20am for a warm-up. EVERYONE IS INVITED!!!  Your job is to 
show up and his job is to teach you! It will be fun! Join us! Bring a friend! 

 
YOUNG ADULTS CHURCH SCHOOL CLASS 

A 4th adult church school class is in the planning stages. While we like to steer away from “age 
boundaries,” the goal is to provide a shared discipleship and faith strengthening opportunity 
for adults (20’s to mid-40’s), married or not, children or not. The first meeting of the class will 

be on Sunday morning, January 16, at 9:20am in the Church Library. Topic will be decided by 
group. Contact Rev. Béghin, ebeghin@fpcbryan.org or Rev. Foote, tfoote@fpcbryan.org. 

----------------------- 
Visit us on the web! www.fpcbryan.org for the newsletter, announcements, worship bulletins, updates, etc. 

  

Check us out on Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 

NEW!!! on Instagram www.instagram.com Search for and follow fpcbryantx1867 and/or fpcbryan_youth 
 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
is FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer needs. While 

users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” Contact Karen in the 
church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is Noon, Sunday, January 16. 
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, January 19, and cover news from January 27 thru February 16. 

Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbyran.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
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http://www.youtube.com/
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Jesus’ Baptism and Ours: Being “in the World” and Not Just “on It” 
Luke 3:15-17,21-22 January 09, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas  

I used to think of baptism as an issue to which 
there were many angles and interpretations, the 
goal of which was to “get it right.” Through my 
first twenty-five years of life, this thought about 
“getting baptism right” included four general 
questions: (1) Is baptism required for salvation? (2) 
Does baptism “work” only at a certain age? (3) Is 
the method or amount of water essential to whether 
or not baptism worked? (4) Even, was Jesus’ 
baptism essential, if he was “without sin,” as many 
thought or think is essential to his identity?  

Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Church of Christ folks and others have 
answered those four questions differently across 
hundreds of years. Those four questions are better 
suited for a class or seminar discussion than 
preaching in worship. Honestly, over the past 43 
years, as a person who considers baptism a good 
bit, I no longer think of baptism’s most powerful 
meaning as related to those four questions: (1) Is 
baptism required for salvation? (2) Does baptism 
“work” only at a certain age? (3) Is the method or 
amount of water essential to whether or not baptism 
works? (4) Even, was Jesus baptism essential, if he 
was “without sin,” as many have thought is 
essential to his identity? Rather, here’s how and 
why I consider baptism these days … 

Symbolically, baptism, best understood, always 
has represented more than a “spiritualized 
someday-promise of eternal life,” and has better 
represented a dynamic, on-going capacity of God’s 
full engagement with the world. If God is fully 
engaged with the world in this Jesus – who presents 
himself for the claim of God through baptism, then 
baptism represents a faith-confidence among those 
baptized. This confidence is from faith that we do 
not belong eternally to this world, but through 
every moment we always belong to God. Life is, 
therefore, both significant and blessed given God’s 
on-going investment and presence in love, 
vulnerability, and faithful engagement, 
preeminently illustrated in this Jesus. If an 
individual or group of individuals are unyielding 
about a most correct version of baptism, at some 
point, the dynamic and fresh capacity of baptism as 
a symbol can lose vitality, and a person may decide, 

“You know, baptism seems only meaningful in the 
whatever way someone told me once, or it’s not 
much meaningful at all. If it has meaning, I guess 
maybe it’s meaningful in religious rules and 
customary definitions; but that’s about it.” 

By the time the eternal God has worked with 
people for very long, according to Scripture, God 
has seemingly, in this Jesus, settled on one way of 
working: that is, in Jesus, to call people and to join 
them even with their vulnerabilities. 

In the 1991 movie, “Doc Hollywood,” there’s a 
scene in which Lou (played by Julie Warner) is 
driving her small town’s 1974 Cadillac ambulance 
through the unpaved rural roads of the Sandhill 
area of South Carolina. In the passenger seat is 
young Dr. Ben Stone (played by Michael J. Fox). 
As the dirt lane winds through the oak and pine, 
Lou tells Dr. Stone, “Most people are on the world, 
not in it.” 

I’m not sure we can receive a better description 
of what God calls and claims Jesus and every 
person to be: To be not only “on the world,” but “in 
the world”! If Jesus is God’s model and mentor for 
us, his baptism symbolizes God’s being “all in” 
with people and with this world. And God calls and 
claims us for the same.  No, you and I and others 
are not Jesus, but I THINK this is where Jesus’ 
baptism indicates God beckons us for life in the 
way of Jesus. If God in Jesus is “all in,” we are 
called and claimed to be “all in” as well. Not only 
“on the world,” but “in the world” all the time! 

There’s an African-American spiritual, “Wade 
in the Water,” with which some say that 
Underground Railroad slavery-to-freedom-
smuggler, Harriet Tubman, encouraged those in her 
care to step into the shallow-near-shore-waters of 
creeks so that the dogs tracking the run-aways 
would lose their scent. She would chant to them 
and encourage their humming: “Wade in the water, 
wade in the water, children. Wade in the water, 
God’s gonna trouble the water. See that band all 
dressed in red. Looks like the band that Moses led. 
See that host all dressed in white, it must be the 
children of the Israelites. See that band all dressed 
in blue. It must be the ones who made it through. 
Wade in the water, wade in the water, children. 



Wade in the water. God’s gonna trouble the water.” 
God troubles and disturbs the customary waters of 
the world with ripples as people are called and 
claimed beyond their allegiances and fears to life as 
we are accustomed and/or as we prefer. To return 
to Lou’s quote from “Doc Hollywood,” that “most 
people are on the world, not in it,” what does it take 
for us to live into the baptism of Jesus who 
represents God’s being “all in” with vulnerability 
and love for all of God’s people – for you and me 
and others?” What does it take to wade in life’s 
waters, which God seeks to trouble and disturb with 
ripples from love, calling and claiming us for risks 
in vulnerability along the journey, so that we may 
share being alive – truly alive – together – for one 
another?  

Louis Nizer (1902-1994) was a famous attorney 
of the 20th century. His 1961 memoir was entitled, 
“My Life in Court.” In it he tells a story  of what 
can happen when a person or group puts all their 
marbles in the customary and the usual, expecting 
that the way power has been is the way power will 
be. Mr. Nizer says that a man had a vicious large 
dog who had mauled and killed at least seven other 
canines. The man took the dog into a bar on leash, 
wherein both the man and the dog noticed a very 
large dog with golden fur lying beside the bar 
sleeping quietly.  The man’s dog began to growl 
and pull at the leash. He hollered, “Get that golden-
haired dog out of here before my beast gets loose 
and kills him.” The man at the bar hardly turned his 
head, saying, “Mine can take care of himself. I’m 
not worried.” “Well, you should be,” said the man 
with the dog on a leash. “I’m gonna count to three 
before I turn him loose.  One. Two. Three.” The 
man released the latch on the leash. The vicious dog 
rushed toward the sleeping golden creature at the 
base of the bar. As the dog closed within six feet, 
the one on the ground suddenly raised a right front 
leg and so forcefully slapped the vicious one on his 
approach that the attacking dog was airborne across 
the dance floor, crashing into the booths on the 
other side. The owner who had unleashed his dog 
was speechless until he managed to ask, “What 
kind of dog is that?” The man at the bar said, “I’ve 
never known. I got him in Africa. At that time, he 
had a whole lot of hair around his neck.” (pgs.522-
23). 

Louis Nizer was reminding readers that 
stunning power and leverage defensively, construc-
tively, and pro-actively can come from an 
unexpected origin and unanticipated develop-
ments. Jesus’ baptism in the near-shore stream of a 
river not as large as the Brazos or even the 
Navasota seems like an event so small it’s almost 
meaningless in history, as does any other baptism 
in a creek, a pond, a church, a swimming pool. Yet 
if baptism is a symbol of the power to claim and 
change from the eternal God working with 
vulnerable human beings, then you and I are 
claimed as much as Jesus or anyone else to “wade 
in the water that God takes time to trouble” for the 
good God always intends. 

Some of you may know that a colonia is an 
unincorporated area along the US border with 
Mexico with temporary dwellings, high poverty, 
unsafe drinking water, and high hepatitis A 
infections. In 1988 and 1989, the Chicago Tribune 
(June 19, 1988) and the New York Times (January 
03, 1989) respectively published stories quoting 
Texas State officials and two Catholic sisters 
working with colonia residents outside-the city-
limits of El Paso. Colonia residents, with the help 
of inter-faith community organizers, were 
leveraging and brokering over months and years 
local, state, and federal agencies for sewage and 
water infrastructure funds previously not available 
to them. How does that happen? Or how does any 
faith community or secular community “good” 
develop? Or how does recruiting and orienting 
church volunteers for ministry and mission or 
procuring funding for ministry and mission occur? 
It happens when God’s people believe that we can 
wade into the waters of difficulty and shared 
challenges because the Troubler of the waters is 
claiming and calling us – All. Some of us may feel 
knocked across the floor periodically when we 
assume too much about ourselves and the way we 
presume life has to stay, and when we trust not 
enough the God who claims and calls. Yet each 
time we get “brought around” to God’s desire for 
present and future, we’ll have an adjusted outlook 
for following God’s vulnerable love in this Jesus 
over and over again. And we will sense, I suspect, 
that we are truly more than just “on the world.” 
With God and Jesus, we are in it together. – All 
honor and praise be to God! 
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