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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

   January 23, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
   10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: 

www.fpcbryan.org  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Simple Gifts  arr. Nancy Van Zant 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 

Welcome to worship this morning! 
The Spirit of God is upon us!  
This is a holy day, and we are a holy people! 
The joy of God is our strength! 
All of us, with all our gifts, we are the body of Christ! 

 
* HYMN NO. 805 (st. 1,3,4) Come Sing to God ELLACOMBE 

Come sing to God, O living saints; sing praises to God's name. 
God's anger is not permanent; God's love will never wane. 

Though tears may tarry for the night with sighs of deepest pain, 
yet joy comes with the morning sun, a peace that is not vain. 

 

What good is gained by my disgrace, what profit in defeat? 
My grave cannot confess your name, nor praise for You repeat. 

Now hear, O Lord, my plaintive cry; be merciful to me. 
Accept my longing heart's request and from death set me free. 

 

You change my grief to joy-filled dance; my sorrows You destroy. 
In faithfulness you hear my cry and fill my life with joy. 

And so to you my heart shall sing; my voice your goodness raise. 
You are my God, forevermore. My life shall sing Your praise.  
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OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

3
RD

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 23, 2022 
  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 13  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2022 
12:30pm Circle I-L 
  5:30pm Foundation Board of Trustees-L 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2022 
11:30am Men's Lunch Group-Chicken Oil Co, Bryan 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27, 2022 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 2022 
Circle VII Retreat-Elliott Ranch 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29, 2022 
Circle VII Retreat-Elliott Ranch 

 

4
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 30, 2022 
  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 13  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 

 PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us join in prayer together . . . Merciful Lord, we praise you that your faithfulness is from everlasting to 
everlasting. How often, though, we settle into the wreckage of our brokenness. We sit in the discomfort 
of what has come to pass, while our longing for wholeness, peace, and harmony-in-love has grown weary 
and dull. When overwhelmed and in need of assurance, we sometimes are timid to admit this need. Lord 
forgive us our waning vigor, our leaving behind your gift of boldness from faith, and all our sin. Enliven 
us with your hope again, so that we live each day in the way and spirit of Jesus Christ . . . 
 (We pray in silence.) 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 ANTHEM Our God Is an Awesome God AWESOME GOD 
  Our God is an awesome God 
  who reigns from heaven above 
  with wisdom, power, and love 
   our God is an awesome God!  
 

 SCRIPTURE READING Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION  
 
 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . Almighty and loving God, today we bask in the light of your hope in company with the wide 
family whom you give us – all our brothers and sisters in your creation. Because we know the steps ahead 
are not steps we take alone, we lift our hearts to you with gratitude. May we, in ways on-going, sense 
gratitude for the love of those around us and for the fleeting moments day by day that convey beauty and 
inspiration. Receive our thanksgiving also for those who, beyond the veil of death, dwell in your everlasting 
kingdom. Keep us in communion with them, and them in communion with us. From your love, prepare us 
to serve with others. Beckon us to place our collective burdens of brokenness with you, in order to 
experience the wholeness of your grace-droplets freely showered upon us. May our minds, talents, hands, 
and feet serve you each day as we make our way to you on this journey which is life. We pray for our loved 
ones, our families near and far, for all who are sick, troubled, lonely, or in pain, and for those who travel, 
work long hours, and who have not enough time to spend with those close to them. Be with all who grieve, 
bestowing peace and strength among them through challenges of navigating new paths. Where the threats 
of war loom, we pray for peace. As complications of pandemic woes remain, bestow among educators, 
doctors, and first responders your gifts of endurance, passion, knowledge, clear-mindedness, and renewal. 
For the children who have entered preschool and kindergarten, not yet enjoying seasons without masks 
and social distancing, for the parents who juggle changing schedules and shutdowns, for the small business 
owners and all who are struggling . . . God be with us and work in us to build positive, healthy ways forward 
together. 
We pray all this in the name of Jesus Christ who taught us to pray together saying,  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began. 
Love divine is reigning o'er us, joining all in heaven's plan. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

* POSTLUDE “God and God Alone” with “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” arr. Cindy Berry 

 + + + + + 
 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the Narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available 

on the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar 
with our building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking 

chairs are located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or 
transfer of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening 

your commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or 
call the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor 
Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday 

when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
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  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2022 
11:30am Men's Lunch Group-Chicken Oil Co, Bryan 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27, 2022 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 2022 
Circle VII Retreat-Elliott Ranch 
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* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



January 23, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 

NOMINATE A “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” 
Volunteers are essential to the ministry of FPC-Bryan. They contribute 
countless hours to the work of this congregation in so many ways—
serving on Session/ Foundation, leading/coordinating Church School, 
ushering, singing in the choir, ringing bells, answering telephones, 
supporting worship, working “behind-the-scenes,” and so more! Each 

year, the Volunteer of the Year is usually honored for his/her contributions to the church at the Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation (February 20). Previous recipients have included: MICHAEL WESP, DIANE 
NORMAN, JOHN HALSELL, KATHRYN NACHLINGER, KATHRINE MacNEIL, CHERYL MORENO, PROPERTY 
COMMITTEE, CHANCEL & HANDBELL CHOIRS, KATHY BURDETT, ALLYN JORDAN, 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
LEADERSHIP TEAM (under leadership of VICKI GERGENI and NANCY SELF), BETH MORRIS, CHERYL PAGE, 
RICK PAGE, and JERRY NORRIS. Know of an individual who has served the church well in 2021? Submit 
your nomination with a brief narrative supporting your nomination to Karen Berg, office@fpcbryan.org, 
or mail to First Presbyterian Church, 1100 Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan, 77802, by Sunday, January 30. 

SUBMIT YOUR NOMINATION TODAY! 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND NEW YOUNG ADULT 
CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES UPDATE 

The start of children, youth, and the new young adult classes is being deferred 
to Sunday February 6, due to the Omicron/COVID numbers being so high. 

Related to the new young adult church school class . . . while we like to steer away from “age boundaries,” 
the goal is to provide a shared discipleship and faith strengthening opportunity for adults (20’s to mid-
40’s), married or not, children or not. The class is meeting Sunday mornings at 9:20am in the Church 
Library. Topic will be decided by group. Contact Rev. Béghin, ebeghin@fpcbryan.org, or Rev. Foote, 
tfoote@fpcbryan.org. 

 

----------------------- 

Visit us on the web! www.fpcbryan.org 

for the newsletter, announcements, worship bulletins, updates, etc. 
 

Check us out on Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 

NEW!!! on Instagram www.instagram.com 

Search for and follow fpcbryantx1867 and/or fpcbryan_youth 
 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
is FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is Noon, Sunday, February 6. 
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, February 9, and cover news from February 17 thru March 2. 

Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
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Kingdom Building 
Rev. Emily K. Beghin January 23, 2022 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

Our story today opens upon a scene in Jerusalem after 
the first fall of the Temple in the 6th century before Christ. 
The home the Jews once knew is in ruins and today after all 
the years of exile by the Babylonians, all the people gather 
to find once again their foundation which they will rebuild 
upon.  

Their history, culture, traditions, and values had been 
stripped away when the Babylonians conquered them many 
years ago and for so long, they felt alone and abandoned by 
God. 

The ruins of their heritage reminded them of their sin, 
their frailty, and their broken past with God. The people had 
hope and began to rebuild, but stones and mortar are only 
materials to crumble again if the foundation of their 
meaning is lost, so the people call upon Ezra, a scribe and 
priest to bring the word of God to them. 

Ezra is making his way through the crowds, the heavy 
scroll of the torah in his arms. He approaches the main 
gathering place by one of the city’s gates, climbs onto a 
stage made just for this event, and he looks upon the faces 
of all those who would come to listen and understand.  

This is so significant because traditionally the Torah was 
only read within temples and in the presence of men, but 
today there were women and children also and interpreters 
to make the word accessible in Aramaic so the people may 
internalize the word of our God.  

As Ezra began read to them, the people began to weep. 
The word had been absent from their lives for so long, and 
here it was like a shepherd guiding them in the ways of love 
and life that they may know God more fully and they were 
filled with hope, happiness, love, and gratitude.  

Have you ever cried because something was so beautiful 
or made you so happy? Why do we cry on wedding days? 
Why do we cry when we see someone we have been missing 
for so long? Why do we weep when we see our soldiers 
come home? We cry for love.  

This is what the people of Jerusalem were experiencing 
that day. They knew that God was present with them. They 
looked past all of the pain, infidelity in faith, and the terrors 
they had faced, and they lived in this moment brimming 
over with love.  

Ezra tells them to stop crying and rejoice together with 
eating, drinking, and merriment. This is a tradition we still 
uphold today, and we call it fellowship. 

Many scholars comment that this passage mentions the 
event of having all the people of God in one place several 
times in order to convey its importance. Church, fellowship, 
faith, they cannot be done flying solo.  

All of these people came together in this moment and 
as Ezra began to read the words the people shouted 

together, “Amen! Amen!” Meaning to say, “Thank God, so 
be it!”  

For a people who felt lost, in the word of God they found 
God himself again and a way home to their father through 
the spirit. It is so clear that with a gathering like this filled 
with so much enthusiasm the spirit was at work. So, this 
passage begs us to ask the question… 

Why is fellowship so important? – As I mentioned, we 
cannot do church alone much less build our own faith flying 
solo. These people were trying not only to rebuild a nation, 
but to rebuild their culture, sense of identity, and hope for 
the future from the scraps of a terrible past.  

It is hard for many of us to imagine the scale of this 
hope. We struggle to do this in our workplaces, our homes, 
or our church in times of transition. This was so much bigger! 
This was a nation founded in God!  

Let’s put this into perspective… Sometimes the little 
happenings in our lives can feel like we are building an entire 
nation on our own…  I have moved 9 times in the past 12 
years and I am sure we all , especially those who have ever 
moved a student into college or a parent out of their long 
time home, know how much work that is. I am moving now, 
even after church today I will be taking items to our new 
home… the one you all blessed!  

As I pack boxes and disassemble furniture, I have 
flashbacks of moves past… When I moved to Virginia Beach, 
I remember being so proud as an independent woman. Hear 
me roar! Right? I was determined to do it all without help. I 
don’t need no man. Every move was an opportunity to begin 
again, new place, new everything.  

I am a seasoned veteran of all things packing boxes, 
Goodwill, Craigslist, and Ikea.  

Oh, Ikea. I know you all just got your first one, but for 
those of you who know the infamous picture book 
instruction manuals, you know that if it shows 3 cartoon 
people under materials needed, you should not embark on 
that journey alone.  

So, leave it to this roaring woman, I looked at that 
manual of my Ikea bed frame with 3 cartoon people on it on 
a hot Virginia summer’s night and I said, “Bring it on!”  

Friends, the amount of rage I still carry when I reflect 
upon the construction of my bed frame is downright biblical. 
Not only did I choose to pour 2 hours of sweat, blood, and 
tears into what should have been a 10-minute process, the 
parts did not match as they should and my first night I woke 
up with my head on the floor and my feet straight up in the 
air!  

This had been the move where everything that could 
have gone wrong did and the bedframe was icing on the 
cake… putting together my tiny apartment certainly felt like 



reconstructing the temple and a nation’s whole identity to 
me!  

The next day one of our church families stopped by to 
see how I was doing. The father, checking my progress put a 
firm hand on the headboard of my bed and shook it. There 
was a giant thunk! “Would it have been so hard to call us?” 
he asked. Immediately he rolled up his sleeves and fixed the 
broken pieces of every piece of furniture in my apartment 
as his wife and daughter took Bandit for a walk.  

This family overwhelmed me with kindness and 
fellowship. This simple thing meant so much to me. It helped 
me feel like I belong. I didn’t have to be so alone. 

Never again will I ignore the number of cartoon people 
in an Ikea instruction manual. But more importantly never 
again will I ignore the opportunities before me in fellowship 
with such wonderful and kind people as those found in the 
church. Life is a journey we need not walk alone. None of us 
gets to become who we are without the help of others.  

Building a bed or a house or a temple, that is one matter. 
The number of hands and feet needed is fairly fixed, but I 
wonder if there were an Ikea instruction manual for faith, 
how many cartoon people would be inside? For the grander 
construction of God’s kingdom, God’s will, what would be 
listed under “materials needed?” 

Ezra was reading the manual to the people and as he 
began, they all shouted “Amen! Amen!” They were willing, 
ready, and open to transformation so they may listen, 
understand, and recognize the building blocks they would 
need to begin their work. 

I think people in this moment recognized the 
awesomeness of God. We are so quick to recognize and be 
comfortable in the gentleness, hospitality, and grace of God, 
but we often struggle to know the magnitude of our God’s 
being.  

Like the lost sheep these people had been found again 
and like the prodigal son, they were running towards God 
with arms wide open and God like the father was running 
back at them as the word was being proclaimed once again 
in Jerusalem.  

This moment was filled with power and the people 
screamed Amen! Amen! So be it the truth and wonders of 
God for us! So be it that we will be a better people, we will 
be a people of God once more, living our lives guided by the 
laws God has gifted us. Thanks be to God we are here, we 
are alive, and we are rebuilding our fallen nation. For God is 
our strength and our joy! 

Jesus had 12 disciples. Moses had Aaron and Miriam. 
Paul had Timothy.  

Philippians 4 says, “We can do all things through God 
who strengthens US.”  

Romans 8, “If God is for US who can be against US?”  

Matthew 18, “Where two or more are gathered there I 
will be also.”  

1st Corinthians 12, “Now we are the body of Christ and 
each of us a member of it.” 1st Thessalonians 5, “Encourage 
one another, build each other up.”  

Nehemiah 8, “God is OUR strength and OUR joy.”  
Do you know the number one reason people visit a 

church for the first time? A friend invited them. Do you know 
why visitors become members? Because they were 
welcomed into a community that cares about each other 
enough to want to see those people again, know them, and 
become a part of their lives.  

Fellowship is essential to the faith. God never intended 
for us to be alone on this journey and Christ ensured in his 
death that we never need to be when he sent us an 
advocate, his holy spirit to live within us and to move in us 
to be the church in the world.  

Together we are stronger because within each of us is a 
little piece of God’s spirit and when we combine our forces 
of love, compassion, care, and joy we can build a better 
tomorrow for all of us.  

Together, like the people of God in our passage we can 
have hope of doing things much greater than we ever 
imagined. Together we can build the kingdom God has asked 
us to help create. We can ensure that no one ever feels 
alone, that the sick are visited, the leaders are encouraged, 
the committees are cheered on, and that the work is never 
too great to lose hope. Together we have fallen and 
together we will rise to greater heights. 

May we be grateful that we have never had to live 
without the word of God being freely presented to us. We 
have the greatest gift from God to be our instruction manual 
and guide through this life. Today’s passage has too many 
cartoon people to fit on the manual. It calls for everyone. 

So, in this time of turmoil in our world and change within 
our communities, let us rejoice that we have God’s guiding 
words to lead us into the future, that we have each other, 
that we can lift one another up when we fall, and take this 
journey together in joy because God’s strength and love that 
flows among us is our joy, our hope, and our salvation.  

All who are lost have never been alone and they will be 
found. Have hope and know that nothing, no government, 
no army, no task, no pandemic is mightier than our God! Let 
us rejoice and rebuild!  

This is the day the Lord has made and you have been 
called to the task! This is your time. This is your calling. Our 
God is an awesome God! Thanks be to God! 

And in response to this there is really only one thing to 
say, Brothers and sisters in Christ, can I get an Amen? Amen! 
This is the word of God for us today! So be it! 
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