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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

   January 30, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
   10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP There Is a Fountain arr. Brad Nix 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 65:21-22,25 
Let us hear God’s Word through the prophet Isaiah: “People shall build houses and inhabit them. They shall 
plant vineyards and enjoy the yield that comes to them. No one shall seize from another. The wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent – it’s food shall be dust! They 
shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,” says the Lord. 
 

* HYMN NO. 465 What A Friend We Have in Jesus CONVERSE 
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.  

 
  

P 4

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGIST 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Christy Becker 
Margaret Guillory 

Bill McKinley 
Ellen Thornton 

 

MUSICIANS 

Michelle Lassiter, Pianist 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Adam Hartman 
Nicole McKinley 

Bill Watson 
 

COVER ART 

Adam and Eve eating the Forbidden 
Fruit in the Garden of Eden 

(Genesis 3:6) on a stained-glass 
window installed in the 19th century 

by Jean-Baptiste Capronnier 
in the Cathedral of St. Michael and 

St. Gudula, Brussels, Belgium 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

4
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 30, 2022 
  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 31, 2022 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2022 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2022 
  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2022 
10:00am Pinewood Derby Build Day-CCF/FH 
 

5
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, FEBRUARY 6, 2022 
“STOCK THE PANTRY” SUNDAY | SCOUT SUNDAY 

  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-L 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 

 PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us join in prayer together . . . Holy and Compassionate One, receive our praise for the grandeur of your 
creation: from towering peaks, to stars above, to the oceans deep, and the sustaining gifts of daylight, 
dark, clean air, and precipitation. Forgive our dissatisfactions to the point of coveting and desiring what 
is not ours – what is yours or what happens to be part of others’ lives. Forgive our unhealthy attitudes 
when we desire what is not ours. Restore us to health in relation to you and others every day; and grant 
that we grow more mindful of your steadfast claim on us to live into the ways of Jesus Christ . . . 
 (We pray in silence.) 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 3:1-13 
  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 
 ANTHEM We Are Standing on Holy Ground HOLY GROUND 

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around; 
let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground. 

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Voices That Challenge Us: (1) for Identity 
 

* HYMN NO. 43 You Who Dwell ON EAGLE’S WINGS 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life, 

say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” 
           REFRAIN      And he will raise you up on eagles’ wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, 

make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear:  

               under his wing, your refuge, his faithfulness your shield.      REFRAIN 

You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day; 
                   though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come.      REFRAIN 

For to his angels he’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways; 
                  upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.      REFRAIN 

 
 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . Today and always, Eternal Sovereign, we give you thanks for all you are to us and for the 
gifts of creating and redeeming you accomplish among us: for reason and conscience, for serendipitous 
moments and lasting joy, for serious thought, steadfast faithfulness, encouraged repentance, and the 
prevailing of grace. Grant each of us a longing to live within the bounds of your guidance and in the freedom 
of your Spirit. Plant within us your yearning for communities of care, nurture, affirmation, inspiration, and 
vision, built upon the foundation of your love, dignity, and respect. When infection and infirmity come to 
stay in our midst, anoint each one with your healing. Make your peace with justice the norm for which all 
citizens and leaders are working. Chase discouragement away with your encouraging of us.  

Hold us daily in enduring communion with those who have lived and died before us; and hear us, praying 
once again in the way Jesus taught disciples: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! DARWALL’S 14TH 
Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song! 

For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 
              REFRAIN     In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

 

Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme, 
                  empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream!     REFRAIN 

 

Let courage be our friend; let wisdom be our guide, 
                as we in mission magnify the Crucified!     REFRAIN 

 

Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song! 
                 For Christ the Lord has triumphed o’er the ages long!     REFRAIN 

 
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 

 
* POSTLUDE There Is a Fountain arr. Brad Nix 

 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the Narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on the 
tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 

building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in 
the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 
ABOUT NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

The Lord’s Supper will be observed during worship (10:45am), and we will recognize Scouts, FPC’s charter 
sponsorship, and Scouting’s contributions. All scouts are invited to come in uniform. 

Also, FPC will be “stocking the Brazos Church Pantry” with single-use (individually packaged), pop-top 
canned goods for their Blessings Box: cereal, chili w/ beans, cookies & pudding cups (everybody like a 
treat now and then!), and orange juice (6-pack). Next time you’re out shopping, pick up a few extra items! 
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A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  
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 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



January 30, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 

LAST CALL TO NOMINATE FPC’S 
 2021 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

Volunteers are essential to the ministry of FPC-Bryan. They contribute 
countless hours to the work of this congregation in so many ways—
serving on Session/ Foundation, leading/coordinating Church School, 
ushering, singing in the choir, ringing bells, answering telephones, 
supporting worship, working “behind-the-scenes,” and so more! Each 

year, the Volunteer of the Year is usually honored for his/her contributions to the church at the Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation (February 20). Previous recipients have included: MICHAEL WESP, DIANE 
NORMAN, JOHN HALSELL, KATHRYN NACHLINGER, KATHRINE MacNEIL, CHERYL MORENO, PROPERTY 
COMMITTEE, CHANCEL & HANDBELL CHOIRS, KATHY BURDETT, ALLYN JORDAN, 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
LEADERSHIP TEAM (under leadership of VICKI GERGENI and NANCY SELF), BETH MORRIS, CHERYL PAGE, 
RICK PAGE, and JERRY NORRIS. Know of an individual who has served the church well in 2021? 

Submit your nomination TODAY with a brief narrative supporting your nomination to 
Karen Berg, office@fpcbryan.org. 

 
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND NEW YOUNG ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES  
Children, youth, and the new young adult* classes begin Sunday, February 6 (9:20am-10:20am). 

Children meet in Room 13. Youth meet in Room 403. Young adults meet in the Church Library. 
* NOTE: Related to the new young adult church school class . . . while we like to steer away from “age 
boundaries,” the goal is to provide a shared discipleship and faith strengthening opportunity for adults 
(20’s to mid-40’s), married or not, children or not. Topic will be decided by group. 

Contact Rev. Béghin, ebeghin@fpcbryan.org, or 
Rev. Foote, tfoote@fpcbryan.org. 

 
 
 

----------------------- 

NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code to your right 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and/or fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is Noon, Sunday, February 6. 
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, February 9, and cover news from February 17 thru March 2. 

Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
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Voices That Challenge Us: (1) for Identity * 

* First in a series of four, related to God’s credibility … The topics on which God’s credible voices challenge 
us include: (1) identity; (2) theology; (3) citizenship; and (4) God’s own unbounded Commonwealth. 

Genesis 3:1-13 January 30, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas 

For the next four Sundays that I’m preaching, 
we will consider the influence of voices that 
challenge us. For a faith community, the basic voice 
to discern/ to figure out is God’s voice, or God’s 
Word. Yet how do we discern or figure this out?  
We hear various voices in life. There are voices 
which result from psychotic factors, which are 
neurologically part of who a person is. Such voices 
are often disorienting and unsettling. They can be 
kept in check by medication, diet, biofeedback, 
therapeutic counseling, etc. In this series of four, 
however, we’re not referring to psychotic or 
neurologically disorienting voices. What other 
voices influence and challenge us? There are the 
voices and influences of other people; there are the 
voices and influences of one’s thinking and 
conscience internally. And, as people of a faith 
community, there can be the voice and influence of 
God. Over these four Sundays, we’ll also consider 
how such voices challenge us: for identity, for 
theology, for citizenship, and for God’s Kingdom 
or Commonwealth. Today, how do certain voices 
challenge us related to our identity? 

Six or seven years ago, I was working on a 
written presentation of some sort while in a College 
Station coffee shop. It was not unusual periodically 
to see university students and/or church-staff-
pastors-to-student-groups in that coffee shop with 
Bibles or a discipleship book of some sort. Nor was 
it unusual to overhear a conversation at a 
neighboring table about faith or theology or the 
Bible while people sipped their coffee – and amid 
other university class assignment study groups 
related to chemistry, finance, or engineering.  On 
this particular afternoon at a table next to me, two 
students around 20, 21, 22 years of age (plus or 
minus) were talking. One said, “Are you telling me 
that sin came into the world because a snake talked 
to a woman about eating some kind of fruit, and 
then a man also ate, and the man blamed the 
woman, and the woman blamed the snake?” The 
second said, “That’s what the Bible teaches.” Then 
the first: “Tell me this: Have you EVER heard of a 

snake that could talk like a human? Have you?”  
The second replied, “No.” And the first said: “Then 
I rest my case. Snakes don’t talk like humans, and 
the man blaming the woman is the oldest and lamest 
game in human history.” To which the first said 
again, “That’s what the Bible teaches.” At that 
point, I turned my attention back to the project on 
which I was working; but I did not forget their 
conversation, because the two young adults were 
both considerably on target. For the one, this is what 
is printed in the Bible story. Whether it’s close to 
what Scripture “teaches” or what Scripture 
communicates to be God’s Word is another 
question to consider and angle to discuss. 

It is easy to confuse the content of the story by 
combining the content with some concept of 
“truth.” The content of the story has the serpent 
speaking and seemingly persuading. Certain rabbis 
among the Jewish traditions have suggested that the 
serpent’s words stand for and represent the thoughts 
– not so much of a snake but – of the human being 
who thinks those thoughts and words. (See Dennis 
G. Shulman’s “The Genius of Genesis” [2003], 
pp.32-58.) The thought that a human might possess 
as much wisdom and knowledge as the human 
imagines God to have is what the snake’s words 
suggest: “Don’t you, and don’t I, and don’t many 
people want to be as wise as God?” The man 
decides he wants what the woman wanted. So, this 
is not gender-specific. It’s either human-general or 
person-specific, however one prefers to say it. 
Human-general: we all are inclined to desire it. 
Person-specific: Each one desires God’s know-
ledge, or desires to have God’s overall insight. And 
then, in the story’s content, the man blames the 
woman, and the woman blames the snake. Even in 
the scripture from Isaiah, chapter 65, which David 
read as we began worship this morning, the snake 
is blamed. At verse 25, the comment reads, “When 
all other creatures are living in harmony – although 
the lion is eating hay – the snake eats dirt!” In this 
blame-for-guilt “game,” the snake can’t “catch a 
break”! 



Isn’t there some deep truth here, though? We all 
like to do what even religious traditions do. Blame 
someone, or, in the case of Genesis 3, blame some-
thing – a snake as smart a thinker as a college 
philosophy professor. Yet is that what Scripture 
“teaches” as God’s truth: That a snake started this 
down-hill slide from desiring God’s comprehensive 
wisdom to blaming a woman and blaming a snake? 
Really? So, at Isaiah 65, we have an example 
beyond Genesis within the traditions of Judaism of 
the snake/ all snakes bearing punishment for 
starting this mess; and we know how Christians of 
every tradition across many centuries have placed 
blame on the snake and particularly on the woman. 
Not wanting to give the man less consideration, 
though, we need to ask: How good does the blame-
game make the man look? Not good at all. So 
“original sin,” has nothing to do with an apple or 
with nakedness or shame about sexuality. “Original 
sin” is desiring our perception of God’s wise power. 

In 1973, Chicagoan and journalist Studs Terkel 
(1912-2008) wrote, “Talking to Myself,” but it is 
really not about him talking to himself. It’s a 
chronicle of his tape-recorded interviews with 
numerous famous and not-so-famous people.  
When interviewing British philosopher Bertrand 
Russell, toward the end of their meeting Mr. Terkel 
asks one more question: “When you were young, I 
think I remember reading that you liked poet Percy 
Shelley. Do you still feel the same way?” Mr. 
Russell replies, “Back then, I liked Shelley because 
he had a vision of what the world might be. I still 
like him for that, but it’s much more difficult than 
he thought. Shelley thought sovereign monarchs 
and European political alliances were the obstacles. 
If they were got out of the way, the world would be 
happy.  They’re all dead now, but we’re not happy” 
(p.68). Adam, Eve, and the snake are all dead. Many 
Christian theologians and believers who never 
raised an inquiry or an objection about the snake or 
the woman being blamed, or about the man and the 
woman hoping to avoid blame for starting sin and 
separation from God have also died. 

The story in Genesis, chapters 3 and 4, goes on 
to tell about God punishing and banishing from the 
Garden of Eden those who reached for God’s 
wisdom. So, God had to go on to “Plan B.” Rabbis 
and others who read Hebrew have pointed out that 
the name for God in Genesis, chapter 1, is basically 

“the God of all who creates the heavens and all 
within the realm of the heavens.” Beginning at 
Genesis 2:4, and through chapter 3, there is an 
addition to God’s name, which we can translate as 
“the God of all who creates the heavens and all 
within the realm of the heavens AND who comes 
calling among the creation and the humans.” When 
“the Lord God” comes calling, God is incredibly 
disappointed. And then the Lord God has to hear 
this blame game being played. Why is the Lord God 
so disappointed? Because – what Eve and Adam 
have not understood – God has created and gifted 
from vulnerable love, which is part of who God is 
and always will be. As incredibly powerful and 
intricate as God is to fling the stars in place and 
develop life from single cells, God is invested with 
vulnerable love among God’s humans. So, God is 
disappointed. Centuries later, a maverick Jewish 
teacher named Jesus of Nazareth comes along and, 
after a ministry of several months, is crucified 
because he embodies a vulnerable love alive in that 
time and place as the gift of the Lord God who came 
calling personally first in the Garden of Eden. We 
realize our identity not by rehearing the voice of a 
serpent or Eve or Adam, but by hearing our own 
voice – often blaming other individuals or groups – 
and God’s voice willing to correct and re-orient us, 
always from God’s own vulnerable love!  
According to the breadth of Scripture, we do best 
not to attempt to possess God's immeasurable 
wisdom, but to live toward “the mind and spirit of 
Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 2:16). Isn’t that why 
Jesus said the greatest teaching is, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and 
strength, and your neighbor as yourself” 
(Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18b; Mark 12:29-
31). Living from the re-orienting and correcting of 
God’s voice into the identity as “people of the Lord 
God” – whom we have been created to be – will 
make us much more than “happy.” By way of the 
Lord God’s vulnerable love, we will realize a 
richness in life not possible any other way. – All 
honor and praise be to God! 
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