
“As often as you did it for one of my people, you did it for me.”

  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 
 October 9, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 

  
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP I’d Rather Have Jesus George Beverly Shea, arr. Mark Hayes 

 
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Psalm 128:1-2 

Welcome to worship this morning! 
Psalm 128 proclaims, “Blessed is everyone who reveres the Lord and walks in the Lord’s ways. 
You shall eat the produce of the labor of your fields and of your life, and you shall be blessed!”  
 

* HYMN NO. 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began. 
Love divine is reigning o'er us, joining all in heaven's plan. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 
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A WARM 

WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have 
you worship with us today.  

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

18
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, OCTOBER 9, 2022 

FPC Mother-Daughter Weekend Retreat Participants return from Mo-Ranch 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
12:00pm Congregation’s Nominating Committee-L 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2022  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2022  
11:30am Prime Time Lunch & Fellowship-L  
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L  
  5:30pm Christian Education Committee-L  
  6:00pm Circle II-P  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S* 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Ozona, College Station  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2022 

  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022 
 

19
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, OCTOBER 16, 2022 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 

 * Loving childcare provided.

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . .  
The moon and stars by night, and the sun – our star – by day illumine your earth and all that is part of it. 
O God, we praise you always for light in nature and for light from the wisdom of your Spirit.  We confess 
how often we are less aware of your presence than you desire. We seek what we prefer, rather than 
submitting to the shaping and transforming of our lives which you seek. Surrendering to our own 
judgements, we fail to see you in others and in the potential healed and blessed relationships which you 
make possible. Forgive us this and all our sin.  Awaken and change us through your love known in Jesus 
Christ, who calls and leads us for faithful discipleship every day we are given . . . (We pray in silence.) 

ANTHEM In Christ Alone arr. Mark Hayes 
  (See insert for lyrics.) 
God’s forgiveness, healing, and wholeness are revealed in Jesus, friend of sinners. Among all of God’s 
people, let us be joyful and grateful! 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
 CALL FOR OFFERING AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Leviticus 23:9-11,14; Matthew 25:31-45  
   This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION First Fruits and Recognizing God’s People in Mission and Service 
 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Geneva Catechism, 1542 (from questions and responses: #113, #221, & #222) 

What do you understand by the term “neighbor”? Not only kindred and friends, or those connected with 
us by any necessary tie, but also those who are unknown to us, and even enemies. 
But what connection do “neighbors” have with us? They and we are connected by a tie with which God 
has bound the whole human race together. This tie is sacred and unchangeable, and no person’s ill will 
and sin can abolish it.  To believe in Jesus Christ is to trust God’s promise both for deliverance from death 
and for regeneration spiritually, so we are empowered to live in Christ.  

 
* HYMN NO. 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might: 
thy justice, like mountains high soaring above; thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.  

 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small. In all life thou livest, the true life of all.  
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.  

 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light. Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.  
All praise we would render; O help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 
 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . O God of all: We thank you for your passion which cares about redeeming, and healing, and 
making every human life new in grace.  We thank You for your searching for us when we are following maps 
and plans of our own choosing, and when we are “all in” for perspectives and attitudes which are ours 
rather than yours. We thank you that you are resolute and determined – with tenacious and tender love – 
to seek us for life with all others according to your wisdom and faithfulness.   
Where a witness of your care for people is demonstrated, may those haunted by guilt experience pardon; 
may those saddened from loss sense encouragement; may those worried about the future trust your help 
in time of trouble; may those affected by violence grow in the peace and healing of your grace which is 
always greater than human understanding. 
When words escape us, Blessed Sovereign, you understand our every need. Hear the prayers we place 
before you in this time of silence. (We pray in silence.) 
With disciples across the centuries, we pray as Jesus taught: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought MATERNA 
As those of old their firstfruits brought of vineyard, flock, and field 

to God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield, 
so we today our first fruits bring, the wealth of this good land: 

of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand. 
 

A world in need now summons us to bring labor, love, and give, 
to make our life an offering that all may live. 

The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come true: 
a world redeemed, by Christ-like love, all life in Christ made new. 

 

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today, 
to serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son, 
help us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done. 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies Charles Wesley, arr. James Mansfield 
    (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 662.) 

+ + + + + 
At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available in 
“Doodle Bags” in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in 

the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

FOR YOU SHALL GO OUT IN JOY, AND BE LED FORTH IN PEACE. ―Isaiah 55:12 
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is being received during worship today. As we bring our gifts, we 
strengthen Christ’s work for peace through our church: 25% of funds received will be used in our local 
community, 25% at the regional level. and 50% at the national and international levels. Offering envelopes are 
included with your bulletin today. Thank you for your generosity. 

 Page 2 Page 3 



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . .  
The moon and stars by night, and the sun – our star – by day illumine your earth and all that is part of it. 
O God, we praise you always for light in nature and for light from the wisdom of your Spirit.  We confess 
how often we are less aware of your presence than you desire. We seek what we prefer, rather than 
submitting to the shaping and transforming of our lives which you seek. Surrendering to our own 
judgements, we fail to see you in others and in the potential healed and blessed relationships which you 
make possible. Forgive us this and all our sin.  Awaken and change us through your love known in Jesus 
Christ, who calls and leads us for faithful discipleship every day we are given . . . (We pray in silence.) 

ANTHEM In Christ Alone arr. Mark Hayes 
  (See insert for lyrics.) 
God’s forgiveness, healing, and wholeness are revealed in Jesus, friend of sinners. Among all of God’s 
people, let us be joyful and grateful! 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
 CALL FOR OFFERING AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Leviticus 23:9-11,14; Matthew 25:31-45  
   This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION First Fruits and Recognizing God’s People in Mission and Service 
 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Geneva Catechism, 1542 (from questions and responses: #113, #221, & #222) 

What do you understand by the term “neighbor”? Not only kindred and friends, or those connected with 
us by any necessary tie, but also those who are unknown to us, and even enemies. 
But what connection do “neighbors” have with us? They and we are connected by a tie with which God 
has bound the whole human race together. This tie is sacred and unchangeable, and no person’s ill will 
and sin can abolish it.  To believe in Jesus Christ is to trust God’s promise both for deliverance from death 
and for regeneration spiritually, so we are empowered to live in Christ.  

 
* HYMN NO. 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might: 
thy justice, like mountains high soaring above; thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.  

 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small. In all life thou livest, the true life of all.  
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.  

 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light. Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.  
All praise we would render; O help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 
 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . O God of all: We thank you for your passion which cares about redeeming, and healing, and 
making every human life new in grace.  We thank You for your searching for us when we are following maps 
and plans of our own choosing, and when we are “all in” for perspectives and attitudes which are ours 
rather than yours. We thank you that you are resolute and determined – with tenacious and tender love – 
to seek us for life with all others according to your wisdom and faithfulness.   
Where a witness of your care for people is demonstrated, may those haunted by guilt experience pardon; 
may those saddened from loss sense encouragement; may those worried about the future trust your help 
in time of trouble; may those affected by violence grow in the peace and healing of your grace which is 
always greater than human understanding. 
When words escape us, Blessed Sovereign, you understand our every need. Hear the prayers we place 
before you in this time of silence. (We pray in silence.) 
With disciples across the centuries, we pray as Jesus taught: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought MATERNA 
As those of old their firstfruits brought of vineyard, flock, and field 

to God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield, 
so we today our first fruits bring, the wealth of this good land: 

of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand. 
 

A world in need now summons us to labor, love, and give, 
to make our life an offering that all may truly live. 

The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come true: 
a world redeemed, by Christ-like love, all life in Christ made new. 

 

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today, 
to serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son, 
help us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done. 

 

DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

 POSTLUDE Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies Charles Wesley, arr. James Mansfield 
    (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 662.) 

+ + + + + 
At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available in 
“Doodle Bags” in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in 

the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

FOR YOU SHALL GO OUT IN JOY, AND BE LED FORTH IN PEACE. ―Isaiah 55:12 
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is being received during worship today. As we bring our gifts, we 
strengthen Christ’s work for peace through our church: 25% of funds received will be used in our local 
community, 25% at the regional level. and 50% at the national and international levels. Offering envelopes are 
included with your bulletin today. Thank you for your generosity. 
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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 
 October 9, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 

  
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP I’d Rather Have Jesus George Beverly Shea, arr. Mark Hayes 

 
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Psalm 128:1-2 

Welcome to worship this morning! 
Psalm 128 proclaims, “Blessed is everyone who reveres the Lord and walks in the Lord’s ways. 
You shall eat the produce of the labor of your fields and of your life, and you shall be blessed!”  
 

* HYMN NO. 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began. 
Love divine is reigning o'er us, joining all in heaven's plan. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 
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A WARM 

WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have 
you worship with us today.  

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

18
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, OCTOBER 9, 2022 

FPC Mother-Daughter Weekend Retreat Participants return from Mo-Ranch 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
12:00pm Congregation’s Nominating Committee-L 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2022  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2022  
11:30am Prime Time Lunch & Fellowship-L  
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L  
  5:30pm Christian Education Committee-L  
  6:00pm Circle II-P  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S* 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Ozona, College Station  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2022 

  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022 
 

19
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, OCTOBER 16, 2022 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 

 * Loving childcare provided.

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



October 9, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or 
transfer of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening 
your commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder 

or call the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate 
Pastor Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient 

Sunday when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

ANTHEM In Christ Alone arr. Mark Hayes 
In Christ alone, my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song; this cornerstone, this solid ground firm 

through the fiercest drought and storm. What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when 
strivings cease! My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. In Christ alone! who took on flesh, 
fullness of God in helpless Babe! This gift of love and righteousness scorned by the ones He came to save: till on 

that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied. For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ 
I live. There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain: then bursting forth in glorious day up 
from the grave He rose again. And as He stands in victory, sin's curse has lost its grip on me. For I am His and He 
is mine – bought with the precious blood of Christ. No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in 

me; from life's first cry to final breath Jesus commands my destiny. No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever 
pluck me from His hand; till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
MISSION OPPORTUNITY. Mission Committee 
is recommending to Session a $3,000 disburse-
ment to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (from 
FPC Foundation interest yield account for mission 
partnerships) related to relief in Florida from the 

devastation of Hurricane Ian. The Mission Committee further 
encourages donations through FPC for hurricane relief hoping to 
meet a challenge of at least $3,000 in additional gifts from the 
congregation. To give, make checks payable to “FPC-Bryan” (MEMO: 
“Hurricane Ian”) or click on the QR Code above left. 
 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please 
scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper 
righthand corner. When making your donation, 
you can select and specify: Regular Giving 

(Pledges or Funds for operations budget) and/or Special Giving 
(special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 

Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 
 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs.  
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16. This 
newsletter will be distributed Thursday, October 20, and covers news from October 27 thru November 16. 

Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org.  

mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
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First Fruits and Recognizing God’s People in Mission and Service 
Leviticus 23:9-11,14; and Matthew 25:31-45 October 09, 2022  
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

I have told this story maybe twice here over the 
past fifteen years, so when I tell it again now, it at least 
will indicate to you what an impression it made on 
me, for better or for worse.  

In the fall of 1977 I was three months into my 
seminary internship at First Presbyterian Church of 
Pasadena, Texas. Jack Wells was the church treasurer. 
Jack was 75 years old at the time; I was 24 years old. 
It was about this time of year, and the church was 
planning the annual stewardship emphasis set of 
events. One weekday morning, I went to Jack’s office 
for something. He said, “Ted, let me tell you a 
stewardship story. Back about 1960, when I was 60 or 
so, and was church treasurer even then, I went to a 
member’s house to pick up his financial estimate-of-
giving card. I knocked on his door. He opened the 
door. I told him why I was there. He reached back 
inside and handed me the card.  I looked at it, and 
since, as the treasurer, I knew his financial giving 
across the years, I handed it back to him. He asked 
me, ‘Jack, what’s this?’ I said, ‘Charley, you’ve been 
giving that $1.00 a week amount for five years. It’s 
time you increased.’ He replied, ‘Jack, what business 
of yours is it what I give. Isn’t that between me and 
God?’ I said, ‘You’re correct. It’s none of my 
business the amount you decide to give, but it is my 
business as your fellow Christian to ask you if you 
really talked to God about this before I got here? or if 
you filled out that card out of habit? So you at least 
have a short talk with God before you give that card 
back to me.’ Charley turned around, reached for a pen, 
wrote on the card, handed it back to me, and shut the 
door. I looked down at it, and he had written, ‘per 
week $1.25.’ So, Ted, there you have it. The optimist 
in me says, ‘Jack, you encouraged him for a 25% 
increase in his financial giving.’ I look at it and say, 
‘Charley went from giving $52 per year to giving $66 
per year.’ At the time, that didn’t seem like much to 
me for a whole year, but if you don’t ask, you’ll never 
encourage anyone in reexamining their giving.” 45 
years ago Jack Wells told me that, referring to an 
event that happened in his life during the final year of 
Dwight Eisenhower’s presidency.  We’re not 
collecting financial estimate-of-giving cards today, 
and Church Treasurer Julie Truax is not here today to 
hand my card back to me, or yours back to you, while 
asking us to have a conversation with God before we 

fill in an amount out of habit. So don’t reach to make 
certain your billfold or checkbook is still in your 
pocket or purse. Rest easy on that. 

Turning now to the two Scripture passages read 
today … In 1982, Canadian Reformed theologian Dr. 
Douglas John Hall wrote a book entitled, “The 
Steward: A Biblical Symbol Come of Age.” On the 
cover of my original edition is a bundle of wheat, 
similar to the one here on the top edge of the pulpit. 
The sheaf of wheat is a symbol of giving, as George 
helped us hear in reading the Leviticus 23 set of 
verses. In particular, the Lord coaches Moses to 
proclaim the on-going importance of a “first-fruits 
offering,” or “first-yield offering.” More than once, 
I’ve wondered about this, because the rose bushes in 
the yards I've tended do not have their most beautiful 
blossoms at the first. “Why,” I ask myself, “does 
God’s Word make a compelling case for the first yield 
being crucial to God? Wouldn’t it be better for God to 
ask for the highest quality of the yield?” Then I 
remembered what my spouse and partner of 40 years 
said to me soon after we were married in 1982: “Write 
the church check within a very few days after the pay 
check is in the bank. It shows commitment to God not 
to wait and see if all your other bills can be paid before 
you contribute to the church.” That’s what Joanie said 
was important to her. It’s the same with the first-yield 
offering. In ancient Israel, it became customary for 
the first yield to indicate an honoring of God by God’s 
people, and an honoring of God’s claim on us for 
trusting that all of life belongs to God, from the first 
yield of any harvest to the last day of life and going 
forward! There is, of course, the unanswered part of 
my skepticism about the quality of the first yield: 
What about the best fruits of the orchard or vineyard, 
or the best grain-spikes of the field? They also belong 
to God.  But pride about the quality of the offering can 
be considered sin itself. Let’s simply say that 
offerings of thanksgiving can and should continue 
beyond the first offering, whether a grain or fruit yield 
is Blue-Ribbon quality at the Growers’ Convention or 
whether it is quite mediocre. Quality is perhaps much 
less the issue than gratitude from the beginning – 
period.  The first offering also says, hypothetically, 
“If a devastating hailstorm, flooding rain, or torrential 
wind knocks out the crop, the first-yield offering has 
testified to God of gratitude, acknowledging how 



gratitude to God is, first and foremost, at the 
beginning of the harvest along with whatever else 
may occurs later. Equally important to remember, 
however, is that we offer in more ways than yield of 
the field or of the vineyard, or of the payroll check. In 
1984 a young couple in East Texas told me that, five 
years or so before I arrived, the pastor of the church 
at the time agreed with them, that when their income 
was tight – or when it was not tight – a major part of 
their offering to God was time, energy, and prayers 
invested among and through the faith community. 
How true. Our time, energy, and prayers are part of 
the first yield offering. 

The sheaf of wheat, without question, has literal 
and poetic roots from an agrarian setting. Out there 
where crops are grown. Our second Scripture today, 
which En-Hsuan helped us to hear and read, can be an 
image among people from the hills and plains of 
agriculture and people from bays and estuaries of 
fishing industries. They certainly know about being 
“down and out” and in need of someone’s 
partnership; but Matthew 25 also would include 
individuals in larger towns and cities. The fairly well-
known parable which Jesus tells – as Matthew reports 
– hinges on assistance for others simply because they 
are fellow human beings – period. And Jesus is right 
there identifying with each one in need, including you 
and me. But including also every other person we 
might daily overlook. Every other person whom we 
might daily overlook. And when we give assistance to 
others, two elements are important. (1) No one is 
disqualified. All qualify for dignity and valuing. (2) 
We reach out recognizing the dignity and respect 
others deserve because “the Bible tells us so.” During 
our pre-Fourth of July service this year (on June 26), 
Assistant Provost at Texas A&M, Jocelyn Widmer, 
spoke from this pulpit about the essence of service 
beginning with listening. It is never what I/we think 
someone needs, but what we discover in conversation 
and dialog with equality – what we discover about 
needs, possibilities, what not to do, and how we can 
together develop respectful, sharing partnerships.  

A United Methodist friend recently called to my 
attention the on-line story of the West-Park 
Presbyterian Church in Manhattan. Their building, 
constructed in the 1890s, is of Romanesque 
architecture, red and brown sandstone masonry. The 
Manhattan Historical Society has a zoning prohibition 
on the building’s demolition, even though the 

members are too few to fund the comprehensive 
repairs the 126 year old structure needs. The small 
membership wants to sell to upscale developers likely 
for an apartment building, in order to fund urban 
outreach of extensive means. So there’s a stand-off 
between the church members and the historical 
society, largely based on the church members clearly 
sensing how God’s Spirit gives them eyes to see 
human need from Jesus’ claim on us and call to us to 
share in meeting such need.  

Douglas John Hall’s book with the sheaf of wheat 
on the cover was published in 1982. It was 
republished at least twice. No sheaf of wheat after the 
first publication. The next two pictured “stewardship 
come of age,” one with a toddler sitting on a corporate 
boardroom table, to symbolize (I think) humanity’s 
journey to grow beyond infancy in a complex world 
and to  make important decisions, and the second with 
a human hand, palm-up holding a globe of earth. Jack 
Wells was correct that re-evaluating monetary giving 
for God’s purposes matters. Dr. Jocelyn Widmer and 
Dr. Douglas John Hall are correct that stewardship in 
God’s world is complex and challenging, yet possible 
with God’s help.  

In 1940, Woody Guthrie wrote “This Land Is Your 
Land. This Land Is My Land.” He begins with 
descriptions of nature’s landscapes and seascapes. In 
the sixth stanza, though, he writes: “In the squares of 
the city, In the shadow of the steeple, Near the relief 
office - I see my people. And some are grumblin' and 
some are wonderin' If this land's still made for you 
and me.” No one is coming for your estimate-of-
giving card or mine today, but aren’t we being 
challenged for a visit with God, to guide us out of our 
routine habits that may not see all of God’s people as 
Jesus taught we can? As we sing the hymn familiar to 
many as “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise,” 
ponder the last phrase: “’Tis only the splendor of light 
hideth Thee” – meaning for the poet (I think) that we 
may religiously think of God associated with 
glorious, blinding light; but the poet is suggesting that 
blinding light only is a curtain-like front for God’s 
love, vulnerable among human beings, always 
seeking our first, best, and every offering, for a world 
continually challenged every day, with us and others 
as stewards, carers, and sharers, because God gives us 
eyes to see and gives us wide communities for serving 
together.. – All honor and praise be to God.
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