
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY 

AFTER PENTECOST 

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 
 October 23, 2022 First Presbyterian Church 
 10:45 a.m. Bryan, Texas 
 
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, INVITATION TO OFFERING, 
 AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
  
PRELUDE Processional in D John Behnke 
 

 HYMN NO. 463 (st. 1,2,5) How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION 
 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 

 “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed; for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
 I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.  

 

 “The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
 that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 

 

 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Psalm 84 
The Lord our God is good.  
Happy are those who love the Lord.  
The Lord our God is steadfast.  
In the faithful worshipper, God delights. 
 

* HYMN NO. 401 Here in This Place GATHER US IN 
Here in this place the new light is streaming; now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; gather us in the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken; we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery. We are the old who yearn for your face. 
We have been sung throughout all of history, called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly; give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

Here we will take the wine and the water; here we will take the bread of new birth. 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion; give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away: 
here in this place the new light is shining; now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever; gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
 

LITURGIST 

Rev. Ted Foote 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Cheryl Moreno; Nancy Robertson; 
Ellen Thornton; Ethan Truax 

 

MUSICIANS 

Handbell Choir 
Christine Larsen,  

Director of Handbell Choir 
Lisa Walston, Pianist & Organist 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

Chancel Choir 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada; Jerry Norris; 
Bobby Randolph; Bill Watson 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

In loving memory 
of Ulonda Rogers 

by Marcia Miculek and Family 
 

COVER ART 

“Music, Joy, and Unity” 
generated by Midjourney AI 

via Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns for Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

CVLI 504246321 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

A WARM 

WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have 
you worship with us today.  

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

20
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, OCTOBER 23, 2022 

  8:15am Young Adults depart for RenFest (return by 6:00pm)  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship (Celebrating 40 Years of Handbells)-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen  
  5:00pm Stated Session Meeting-Pt  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2022  
12:30pm Circle I-L  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2022  
11:30am Men's Lunch-Koppe Bridge, 3940 Harvey Rd, College Station  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S* 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-J Cody's, Bryan 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2022 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2022 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2022 
11:00am FPC/FPCC Trunk or Treat (‘till 1:00pm)-church parking lot 
REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022 

  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am The Church of All Ages with Rev. Matt Morse, FPC-Navasota-FH 
 (a seminar for all youth and adults) 
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) HALLOWEEN PARTY!-Covenant PC, CS 
 (Friends and costumes welcome) 

* Loving childcare provided.

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION by PC(USA) writer, Beth Merrill Neel 
Holy God, Lord of love: 
For not singing when we are joyful; 
For not shouting to the world the good that you do; 
For not trusting the love that surrounds us; 
For not enacting the justice you call us to; 
For not believing the Good News is meant for all: 
Forgive us. Encourage us and change us, help us and inspire us,  
that we, as disciples, will magnify you, and rejoice in your everlasting love. 

(We pray in silence.) 
 

ANTHEM At Calvary arr. Mary McDonald 
Years I spent in vanity and pride, caring not my Lord was crucified, knowing not it was for me He died, 
On Calvary. Mercy there was great, and grace was free; pardon there was multiplied to me; there my 

burdened soul found liberty, at Calvary. By God’s Word at last my sin I learned; then I trembled at the Law 
I’d spurned, till my guilty soul imploring turned, To Calvary. Now I’ve giv’n to Jesus ev’rything, now I gladly 

own Him as my King, now my raptured soul can only sing, of Calvary. Oh, the love that drew salvation’s 
plan! Oh, the grace that bro’t it down to man! Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span, at Calvary. 

 

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
COMMISSIONED HANDBELL ANTHEM With Grateful Praise We Ring Tammy Waldrop 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 84:1-2 and Hebrews 12:26-29  
   This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION 
 
 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . O God, who flung the stars in place, giver of light and melody: Our praises join with the notes 
and songs of choirs in heaven and choirs on earth, and with the music of the universe. May those who have 
shared gifts of musical talent and who have devoted time through the years of First Presbyterian’s handbell 
and chimes ministries be affirmed and appreciated. May such efforts continue to enliven and lift the praise 
of your people, both during occasions of great joy and in experiences of sorrow. We are thankful for those 
who have contributed to this and other ministries, for those still among us and those who live now in your 
eternal presence, beheld only by faith. May the notes of instruments and the notes of grace through each 
human life reach from time to eternity as even one more testimony to the great communion of saints in 
which you join and hold us all. We express gratitude to you as well for the strength you give each of us for 
living face-forward toward challenges. For helpers and caregivers, for the attentive and the loving, we give 
thanks, because in them we are led to recognize you. May those experiencing illness, injury, grief, and 

distress encounter those whom you send as ambassadors of your strength, mercy, and love. May those 
experiencing desperation receive relief and renewal. Prompt us to sing, dance, and express our thanks in 
ways that honor all you have made for people and creation, and to support and promote justice, 
righteousness, and goodness in ways that answer your calling to serve steadfastly and respectfully.  
Hear us now together praying as Jesus long ago taught disciples to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 41 (st. 1,2,5) O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! LYONS 

O worship the King, all glorious above! 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 

O tell of God’s might; O sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 

whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form; 
and bright is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 

your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 

 
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
 POSTLUDE Rejoice, the Lord is King arr. Marvin Gaspard 
    (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 363.)  

+   +   +   +   + 
At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Béghin will be in the narthex. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available in 
“Doodle Bags” in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in 

the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or 
transfer of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening 
your commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder 

or call the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate 
Pastor Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient 

Sunday when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
 Page 2 Page 3 

Today during worship, we celebrate 40 years of handbells at FPC which includes the 
debut of the newly commissioned handbell anthem “With Grateful Praise We Ring” 

for this occasion, by Tammy Waldrop. (See insert for Handbell commemoration.)  
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ABOUT REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 

On REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCT 30, the Session of First Presbyterian Church authorized a “pulpit exchange” with 
First Presbyterian Church in Navasota. While Pastor Ted will be preaching there, we are pleased to welcome Rev. 
Matt Morse as our guest preacher (10:45am). During the church school hour (9:20am), all are invited to participate 
in an engaging seminar in Fellowship Hall. Rev. Morse’s topic will be “The Church of All Ages: Generations 
Worshiping Together.”  

Rev. Matt Morse is a graduate of Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary (M.Div., 2003), 
a former Lilly Resident Minister at First Presbyterian Church in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and 
served for seven years as Pastor/Head of Staff at Southminster Presbyterian Church in Taylor, 
MI. Since 2019, he has served as Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Navasota, Texas. His 
service to the community and to the church-at-large includes emphasis in mental health, child 
welfare, stewardship, and church revitalization. Rev. Morse is currently pursuing his Doctor 
of Ministry at Austin Seminary. 

 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your donation, 
you can select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) and/or Special 
Giving (special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 

 
BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 

Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 
 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs.  
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6. 
This newsletter will be distributed Thursday, November 9, and covers news from November 17-30. 

Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org.   

http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
Mission Committee is recommending to Session a $3,000 disbursement to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(from FPC Foundation interest yield account for mission partnerships) related to relief in Florida from the 
devastation of Hurricane Ian. The Mission Committee further encourages donations through FPC for 
hurricane relief hoping to meet a challenge of at least $3,000 in additional gifts from the congregation. To 
give, make checks payable to “FPC-Bryan” (MEMO: “Hurricane Ian”) or click on the QR Code above left. 

 

All women are invited to 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S 
Thank Offering & Dedication  

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 6:00pm 
Fellowship Hall  

Guest Speakers: Unlimited Potential 
KELYN WARDLAW, Executive Director 

JACQUE FLAGG, Board President 
 

 

 



Misfits and Ding-a-lings Praising with Reverence and Awe 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin October 23, 2022 
Psalm 84:1-2, Hebrews 12:26-29 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

With reverence and awe… these are the ways we are 
to worship our God according to the scripture in 
Hebrews that Ted just read for us. The psalm says my 
heart and my flesh sing for joy! These two texts 
remind me of a story of a medieval monk called the 
Tumbler. It is a beautiful and remarkable story that 
somehow has made it through hundreds of years to 
this time. In the medieval era only monks and scribes 
had the ability to write and record history. Intimate 
stories of what happens at the monastery are rare and 
treasured. Our Lady’s Tumbler ―This story tells of the 
spiritual struggle of a particular monk in France. Every 
single day the monk would go about his chores and 
attend services and prayer with all of the other 
monks. He tried his best to pray honestly and 
passionately and to lift up his praise to the Lord. He 
participated in his chores and became used to their 
rhythm and found peace in them, but there was 
something lacking, he felt, in his prayers. Before he 
had become a monk, he was a skilled Tumbler. Like a 
modern-day gymnast, he would roll tuck tumble and 
jump up with ease and grace and joy. The movement 
of his body felt effortless and, all in all, good. He had 
missed the joy of tumbling since he had become a 
monk. One day in the services of prayer he lifted his 
head to look upon the faces of his fellow monks. They 
seemed all to be so drawn in by the chanting and the 
words of the service. How could he so passionately 
worship and adore the Lord as his brothers around 
him? So, one day he stole away to the crypt as the 
others were praying and he looked upon the face of 
the Virgin Mary a statue above one of the tombs. He 
began to pray to her, “oh holy mother what could I 
possibly give to you? I do not have much but for you I 
would like to offer my body and my soul and give you 
the joy of my tumbling.” So, the monk began to 
tumble. Every day he would meet with her there and 
he would tuck and roll and jump and leap and tumble. 
One day his fellow monks became curious as to where 
he had gone during prayer, and they followed him and 
peeked around the corner as he was tumbling. What 
they saw took them by surprise and their jaws fell on 
the floor. They could not bring themselves to turn 
away or to shut their eyes. As the monk rolled and 
tumbled what they saw was her. There she stood with 
a smile on her face, soft and pleasing. She seemed to 

be delighted watching him. They did not question who 
she was because it was obvious there stood the holy 
mother, the Virgin Mary watching him as he gave of 
himself with passion. When the monk had finished 
tumbling, he looked up surprised to see their faces. He 
thought he was in trouble and begged of them not to 
say a word. They asked him, “did you see her?” He 
said, “who?” Then they told him. 
Our Lady’s Tumbler honored God and the Virgin with 
the greatest gift that God had given him. We are 
called to honor and praise God by using our blessings 
and our talents to glorify him. We are blessed within 
this church to have so many talents among us. Today 
we honor the talents of our handbell choir which 
celebrates 40 years of worship. The gift of musical 
expression as a form of praise has been celebrated for 
thousands of years. From Miriam leading song with 
the tambourine in the wilderness through the dancing 
of King David and the songs of the Ephesians to this 
day right here in this sanctuary, music has always 
been a gift pleasing to God. In our two scriptures 
today, we hear of an unshakable God. Imagine placing 
all the things of this life on top of a giant sifter and 
shaking it out to see what will stand on top after all 
the rest falls through the cracks. Scripture tells us that 
only the things of God will remain. Love, hope, grace, 
and connection are the unshakable gifts of God that 
will remain when all else has faded away. The 
reformers knew and embraced this, and this is why in 
the Presbyterian tradition we so dearly uphold the 
Word. The words that I am speaking now will flow out 
of my mouth into the air and in a moment they will 
disappear. Like trying to capture smoke, the things 
which we deem most important cannot be held in our 
hands. Such as the case with the sound of music. Yes, 
it does make the hills come alive, but music has the 
power to stir something more deeply alive within us, 
to unite us across borders and cultural divides, and it 
can bring us great joy, moving our feet and our hands, 
or it can sit with us in deep sorrow. Music is like 
magic. There is something even more magical when 
we can make music together. As Pastor Ted and I 
were looking over the preaching schedule for this 
month I specifically asked if I could be the preacher 
for today. Handbells are a sacred thing in my life. I 
first began playing handbells at the age of eight in the 



United Methodist Church in Indianapolis IN. They had 
a children's handbell choir, and I can still remember 
the smell of the practice room and the voice of 
director Derek as he taught us musical theory. I was 
given notes E5 and F5 in the center of the treble Clef. 
It was the first instrument that I had ever played 
alongside other people. At the age of 12 we moved to 
Arizona, and they did not have a children's handbell 
choir in my home church. So, I got to join in on the 
adult handbell choir. I remember my first practice on a 
Tuesday at 5:00 PM. I walked in to find that I was the 
youngest person there by about 50 years. What I did 
not know is that these people that stood at the tables 
around me would soon become my family. Every 
practice just as the handbell choir does here at FPC 
Bryan, we would begin by sharing our joys and our 
concerns. Then Mrs. H, our director, would bring us 
together in a time of prayer. This opening part of 
practice was just as vital as the practice itself. You see, 
handbells is more than just ringing the notes that are 
on the page. Ringers must trust one another, be 
vulnerable in front of one another, and connect to 
each other on a level deeper than one might expect. 
The fellowship that is created within a handbell group 
Is essential to the well-being of the sounds which will 
be created. The funny thing about handbells is that 
not every person around the tables comes with a gift 
of musical talent. For many people handbells may be 
the first and only instrument that they ever learn to 
play. The gift of a handbell ringer is found in the 
aspect of fellowship they help to create. It is 
persistence, love, passion, and an openness to being 
vulnerable. One of the things that I love about 
handbell choirs is that they attract very quirky and 
interesting individuals. They certainly know how to 
put the pizzazz into the word unique. Handbell people 
are a special tribe. (Handbell types) They all come in 
different shapes, sizes, backgrounds, and beliefs, but 
all of them seem to make a home within the presence 
of one another. Take a group of beautifully broken 
misfits and place a bell in their hands and now you 
have a marvelous group of ding-a-lings. To tell you the 
truth, if it weren't for those Ding-a-lings in my past, I 
probably would have left the church. I never did join 
my youth group, nor did I ever enjoy Sunday school. 
Handbell choir was my home and my church. Church 
is a community of people who choose to come 
together and share in authentic vulnerability and 
accountability in praise of our Lord. We shared our 

joys, and we shared our concerns, and we tracked the 
lives of one another. By the age of 14 I had more than 
enough choices for a mentor for confirmation and 
always many seats reserved at my concerts and plays 
at school. These people, though vastly older than me, 
were my friends and mentors throughout life. Though 
I am now an adult and have moved away you can bet 
that this Thanksgiving I'll be enjoying a meal with 
those other joyful ringers when I go home. Handbell 
choir is for life no matter where we go or how we age 
because it is a family. Our scripture calls us to worship 
with reverence and awe. As Presbyterians we can 
easily name the parts of our worship that are 
reverent, but we may take pause when we try to think 
of awe. Music has the power to draw us in and for a 
moment lose ourselves within contemplation and love 
for the divine. Music helps us to come together in 
spirit and experience beauty in unison. To hear it is a 
blessing and to know the dedication and the layers of 
love and care that have been nurtured to compose a 
group of music makers is to know awe at the blessings 
of God. Not all of us have been in a handbell choir or 
would find joy in being within a handbell choir, but 
each of us brings with us the gifts that God has given 
us and calls us continually to use them as tools for 
reverence and awe within our worship. This 
stewardship season, let us each take a moment to 
thank God for the gifts that we have and use them to 
give back for the glory of God's Kingdom here on 
earth. Today may we thank God for the gifts of those 
which have been ringing joyful noises here in this 
sanctuary for 40 years. May we give thanks for those 
who have directed and given of their time and their 
lives to the connection, growth, and love of those who 
worship with gloves on. May we give thanks for the 
family that we have known which is not related by 
blood but formed by bonds of grace and vulnerability. 
May we always strive to worship with the best of 
ourselves and the giving of ourselves to God. We may 
not all be ringers, but we certainly are all beautifully 
broken misfits who come before an unshakeable God 
who gives us the gift of fellowship and love that we 
might know what it is to be a fellowship of depraved 
ding-a-lings together. Let us praise God with the joyful 
noises we can offer in both prayer and song. Lord, we 
thank you for the music, for the songs we’re ringing 
and singing, we thank you for the music and all the joy 
it has been bringing these 40 years. Amen. 
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