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Cheryl Moreno 
Jessica Sahm Petersen 

Scott Shafer 
Ellen Thornton 

 
MUSICIANS 

Lisa Walston, 
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COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns for Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

CVLI 504246321 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022 

  9:20am The Church of All Ages with Rev. Matt Morse, FPC-Navasota-FH 
 (a seminar for all ages) 
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
 with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) HALLOWEEN PARTY!-Covenant PC, CS 
 (Friends and costumes welcome!) 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2022  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2022  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S* 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2022 
  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF  
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  5:30pm Foundation Trustees-L  
  6:00pm FIRST Wednesday Soup Potluck & "Empty Bowls"-FH 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2022 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2022 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2022 

 
 
 
 
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2022 

“STOCK THE PANTRY” SUNDAY 
  2:00am DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 
  9:20am Church School: Children's Class-13  
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship (with Lord's Supper)-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
 with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  3:00pm BCS CROP Hunger Walk (all ages)-Veteran's Park, CS  
  5:00pm Concerts on Carter Creek: Cavatina Duo-S* 

 * Loving childcare provided.

  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 October 30, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, CALL TO OFFERING, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Offertory John Ness Beck 
   (See insert for lyrics.) 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP 
Jesus Christ is here today.  We have come to see the Lord. 
Jesus Christ is in this place.  Amen! The Lord is with us! 
Let us worship God. 

 
 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of lost and found, as you came to live among us through Jesus, our Savior, come to this house of 
worship with the good news of salvation, so that we may rejoice this day and praise your name forever. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN’ FESTE BURG 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. Our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe. 

His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God’s own choosing. Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he. 
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle. 

 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, we will not fear, 
for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him. 

His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure. One little word shall fell him. 
 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth. The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. 

The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still. His kingdom is forever. 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

A WARM 

WELCOME! 

We are delighted to have 
you worship with us today.  

 

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK 
ONE HOUR BEFORE YOU  
GO TO BED TONIGHT! 



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Sovereign God, we confess that we have not turned away from sin. We follow the crowd around you but 
stand apart, keeping our distance. We ask for your mercy and favor but often begrudge your blessing to 
others. Forgive us, God of grace. Come to us and save us, for without you, we are lost, but in you, our 
lives are found, through Jesus Christ our Lord . . .  (We pray in silence.) 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 32: 1-7; Luke 19:1-10  
   This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Welcoming the Christ 
 

* HYMN NO. 450 Be Thou My Vision SLANE 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower; raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, adapted from a prayer by Reformer, John Knox 
  AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . Honor and praise to you, O Lord, for all the tender mercies you have given to us through 
another week. Continual thanks be to you for creating us in your own likeness; for redeeming us by the 
precious blood of your dear Son when we were lost; And for sanctifying us with the Holy Spirit. We pray 
today for your help and support with our earthly and spiritual needs; for your guidance when we are lost, 
your comfort when we are grieving, your presence when we are ill or troubled, and your love that endures 
all things. For all this and more, O most merciful father, that we have received by your goodness alone, we 
thank you. We pray that you will always grant us your Holy Spirit, so that we may continue to grow in grace, 
in steadfast faith, and in perseverance in all good works, through Jesus Christ who taught his disciples to 
pray together saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

* HYMN NO. 726 (St. 1,4,5) Will You Come and Follow Me KELVINGROVE 
“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will to go where you don’t know and never be the same” 
Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known; 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 
 

“Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord Aaron Williams 
    (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 310.) arr. Jason Krug 

+   +   +   +   + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Morse will be in the narthex. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available in 
“Doodle Bags” in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar 

with our building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs 
are located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or 
transfer of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening 

your commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or 
call the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor 

Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday 
when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your donation, you can 
select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) and/or Special Giving 
(special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Session Elders have called a meeting of the congregation for Sunday, November 13, immediately following worship in the 
sanctuary to receive and act on a report from the Congregation’s Officer Nominating Committee for twelve elders (Class of 
2024), one elder (Class of 2023, filling an unexpired term), and Foundation Trustees (Class of 2028). It is permissible to 
nominate additional persons for election consideration by the congregation during the meeting, provided any member 
making a nomination “from the floor” has secured the permission of those being nominated. 
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We are pleased to welcome today as our guest preacher 
Rev. Matt Morse, First Presbyterian Church, Navasota. 

The prayerful support and sympathy of the congregation are extended to 
Vicki Gergeni and family following the death of Tommy on October 27. 

“I am the resurrection and the life,” saith the Lord. — John 11:25 
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Jesus Christ is in this place.  Amen! The Lord is with us! 
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 DUET Offertory John Ness Beck 
With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 

before Him with burnt offerings, shall I come before Him with yearling calves? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I give my 

first-born for my transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has shown 
you, O man, he has shown you what is good. And what does the Lord require of you but to 

do justice and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

------------------------- 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs.  
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6. 
This newsletter will be distributed Thursday, November 9, and covers news from November 17-30. 

Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org.   

All women are invited to 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S 
Thank Offering & Dedication  

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 6:00pm 
Fellowship Hall  

Guest Speakers: Unlimited Potential 
KELYN WARDLAW, Executive Director 

JACQUE FLAGG, Board President 
 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
Session approved Mission Committee’s recommendation to disburse $3,000 to Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (from FPC Foundation interest yield account for mission partnerships) 
related to relief in Florida from the devastation of Hurricane Ian. The Mission Committee 
encourages donations through FPC for hurricane relief to meet a challenge of at least $3,000 
in additional gifts from the congregation. To date, $695 has been received. To give, make 
checks payable to “FPC-Bryan” (MEMO: “Hurricane Ian”) or click on the QR Code above left. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year, Mission Committee invites all to assemble a SEAFARER’S 
BOX. These boxes will be delivered the first part of December to 
Houston Int’l Seafarers Center. While that seems a way off, 
gathering items for these boxes takes time. Full size toiletries are 
preferred. Here are a few ideas: BODY WASH, SHAMPOO/ 
CONDITIONER, DEODORANT, TOOTHBRUSH/TOOTHPASTE, DEN-
TAL FLOSS, DISPOSABLE RAZORS, SHAVING CREAM, HAIRBRUSH/ 
COMB, LOTION, LIP BALM, NAIL CLIPPERS, Q-TIPS, BAND-AIDS, 
GOLD BOND®  POWDER/CREAM, BASEBALL CAP/BEANIE, WHISTLE, 
SOCKS, PENS, POCKET-SIZE NOTEBOOKS, BIBLE/ DEVOTIONAL 
BOOK, WORD PUZZLES/SUDOKU, USB FLASH DRIVE, EARBUDS/ 

HEADPHONES, FLASHLIGHT (w/ batteries), GUM/HARD CANDY, 2023 CALENDAR, NEEDLE/ THREAD, KEY CHAIN, 
MAGNET, PLAYING CARDS, TEXAS SOUVENIRS, and last but not least, a PERSONAL NOTE OR CARD. Shoe boxes: 
plastic or cardboard. 

Please wrap your shoebox in Christmas paper and place it on the marked table in the Indoor Patio.  

STILL CREEK RANCH 
November Drive 

COPY PAPER, PAPER TOWELS, 
FACIAL TISSUES, and 

TOILET PAPER 
Place your donated items on the marked table 

in the Indoor Patio. (Sponsored by Mission Committee) 
 
 



    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



2021-2022 Handbell Choir 
Dorothy Anderson 

Angela Criaco 
Marlee Criaco 
Leigh Gathings 

Melissa Gathings 
Judy Jordan 

Marcia Miculek 
Eileen Peters 

Jessica Sahm Petersen 
Julie Wattenbarger 

directed by 
Christine Larsen 

 

Today’s Guest Ringers 
Emily Béghin 

Maegan Brewster 
Cady Engler 
David Kipp 

 

“Angelus Bells” 
(original handbell group in 1982) 

Becky Alter 
Ruth Alter 

Dorothy Anderson 
Frank Coulter 
Cady Engler 

Ed Funkhouser 
Becky Milford Jobling 

Mindy Pointer 
 

Former Handbell Choir Directors 
Karen Gartner 
Jenny Novak 

Martha Braswell 
Sue Burchill 

Cady Engler (Children’s Handbells) 
Camille Englebrecht 

Jane Van Valkenburg 
Ulonda Rogers 

A paragraph by then Clerk of Session Z. R. McDonald, 
Jr. in the First Presbyterian Church of Bryan’s Session 
minutes from May 16, 1982, reads as follows: “Dr. Robert 
Leslie (Pastor) requested that Session approve the 
establishment of a Hand Bell Choir, including the fund 
for purchasing hand bells. The church has already 
received some money for this particular purpose, with 
some individual funds also available. Thirty-seven bells 
are needed with three octaves required. A motion was 
passed to approve a Hand Bell Choir.” 
 
Then, the Session minutes of September 19, 1982, by 
Clerk of Session Z. R. McDonald, Jr. report the 
scheduling of upcoming music ministries’ events, 
including: “October 24 – Dedication of the Hand Bells.”  
 
Thus began another aspect of First Presbyterian-Bryan’s 
music ministries and members’ involvement “to the 
glory of God.” During the past 40 years, additional 
octaves have been purchased and dozens of 
individuals have participated in this worship 
contributing and choral ministry endeavor. 
 
Today, October 23, 2022, we celebrate this stretch of 
forty years, and anticipate bells to ring from learning 
and capable ringers across decades to come. 

 

  
 

Consider being a ringer and expressing 
your praise to God through the gift of music. 

All you need is a desire to learn. 

Handbell Choir Rehearsals are held weekly 
on Mondays at 6:00pm in the Bell Choir Room. 

To learn more, contact: 
Christine Larsen, clarsen77@gmail.com. 



      WELCOMING THE CHRIST 
Rev. Matt Morse (First PC, Navasota) October 30, 2022 
Luke 19: 1-10 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
A charming tale. The kind of story you learn early on in 

Bible school, maybe even paint onto the wall mural in the 
church nursery, right beside Noah and the ark, or a dueling 
David and Goliath. The story of a spry little man who 
scurries up a tree – well, we even used to sing a song about 
him when I was little. In that light, he became something of 
a caricature. 

But let us not be mistaken. This little episode – found 
only in Luke – is perhaps one of the most powerful and 
provocative stories in all of scripture. It is a miniature 
summary of everything that Jesus’ earthly ministry and 
mission was, and the mission of the church should be 
about. It introduces us (or perhaps re-introduces us) to the 
radical notion that God seeks us – even US – out. God who 
will stop at nothing less than the total transformation of 
who we are and who we are to be for others, especially for 
those living under the burden of sin, the weight of 
worldliness and worldly values – for the outcast, and for 
the downcast. 

Jesus is passing through Jericho in route to Jerusalem. 
We know from the Parable of the Good Samaritan that this 
was an upward journey. What more we know about this 
region comes from varied histories of the Jews. This was a 
predominantly Jewish city. Jericho was a wealthy and 
important city, called “the city of palms” because of its lush 
groves and gardens. The historian Josephus described it as 
“a divine region; the fattest in Palestine.” The Romans 
would quickly identify Jericho as an ideal center for 
international trade in dates and other cash crops. By 
consequence, it was a heavily taxable population. 

And immediately, as Jesus arrives to the city, we are 
introduced to its chief tax collector who Luke describes first 
– before any commentary on his physical stature – simply 
as, “rich.” We can imagine he is quite rich and, by his own 
later admission, the vast fortune he has accumulated is due 
in part from fraud. The typical practice of tax collectors (in 
that region, in those days) was to, besides collecting the 
tax, extort from the people additional fees to line their own 
pockets. This is one reason why such men were so 
despised. In fact, this made the tax collector #1 on the list 
of most hated Jew among Jews. We may recall the prayer 
of the Pharisee earlier in Luke’s gospel: “Thank you Lord 
that I am not like that sinner – that tax collector.” 

The caricature of Zacchaeus is embellished as he is 
described as a short man. Perhaps there is something 
additionally villainous about that simple fact – something 
“Rumpelstiltskin-esque” – a tiny, greedy man with a smirk 
across his face as he goes about his way, door to door 

collecting (and over-collecting) what little money these 
folks had. 

Yet, as the story unfolds, we discover something was 
had begun to change about this man, Zacchaeus, who Luke 
tells us, was “trying to see who Jesus was.” When word got 
around that Jesus would soon be passing through, and 
unable to extend his neck above the gathered masses (and 
also keen to be fearful of being overcome by the crowd), 
Zacchaeus scoots up into a sycamore tree, hoping to see 
more than just the backs of people’s heads. That’s where 
Jesus spots him. 

Zacchaeus was, after all, a wee little man, and a wee 
little man was he. He climbed up in a sycamore tree, for 
the Lord he wanted to see. 

He was what in the church today we might call “a 
seeker.” He was not quite sure exactly what he was 
searching for, but he was searching for something. And, as 
we soon discover, at the same time someone was searching 
for him. There is an exchange of words, of which we only 
have a small piece. The Lord, the itinerant preacher, and 
curious Zacchaeus meet, and they are in the moment 
mutually affected. 

Zacchaeus, whose name in the Greek ironically 
translates, “innocent, or clean.” Yet somewhere along his 
life’s journey he had lost his way. And today, whether he 
knows it or not, he was about to be found. Found by the 
Good Shepherd who would abandon his entire flock to go 
after one lost sheep in his fold. Zacchaeus now found 
himself because of his choices and actions in a lonely 
world, a hated and reviled man. Money could not buy him 
happiness. Yet he has heard about this man who welcomes 
tax collectors and even eats with them. 

From below the tree Jesus spots him and hear what 
happens next. He calls him by name! He says, “Zacchaeus! 
Come down! I’m coming to your house today.” 

We may be tempted to reduce this story to the risk 
Zacchaeus takes, climbing a tree to get a view of Jesus as 
he passes by. Breaking through crowds, those who reviled 
and cursed him. But what Jesus does here is risky too. He 
publicly, and loud enough to be heard above the crowd, 
that he is going to the tax collectors house to have dinner. 
This is scandalous! We can only imagine the thoughts 
racing through the minds of those gathered in the streets 
of Jericho that day! And yet this act of compassion – first to 
see Zacchaeus, and then to suggest sharing a meal together 
– is so consistent with the character of Christ, and with the 
gospel we proclaim still today. 



That day in Jericho, for one hated, lonely, regretful tax 
collector; for Zacchaeus, that wee little man, it was, as they 
say, the first day of the rest of his life. It is a leap not just 
down from the tree to the street but a leap into a new way 
of living. 

The late Frederich Buechner, in commenting on the 
text, writes, 

“Jesus knew what he was doing. Zacchaeus was taken 
so completely aback by the honor of the thing that before 
he had a chance to change his mind, he promised not only 
to turn over fifty percent of his holdings to the poor but to 
pay back, for to one, all the cash he’d extorted from 
everybody else. Jesus was absolutely delighted. ‘Today, 
salvation has come to this house,’ he said. And since this 
was his specialty, after all, you assume he was right.” 

The crux of what takes place in our gospel reading 
today is found in those verses 9/10: “Salvation has come to 
this house… for the Son of Man came to seek out and to 
save the lost.” Echoing words from Matthew: “The healthy 
are not in need of a physician, but the sick.” 

When Jesus saw Zacchaeus up in the tree, his heart 
went out to him. Jesus sensed the loneliness of Zacchaeus 
and the desire to make a change in his life, and Jesus went 
over and reached out to this despised tax collector – this 
lost one – with love and forgiveness, and with acceptance – 
warts and all.  

Jesus who knew full well he would be criticized for 
associating at all with Zacchaeus. He knew people grumble 
and gossip, and yet boldly Jesus seized that moment, and it 
turns one man’s life completely around and changes its 
trajectory in a moment of amazing grace. 

Our of love for one who has lost his way, the Good 
Shepherd goes after his sheep and brings him home, “he 
too is a son of Abraham.” This tax collector, this reviled 
sinner, as much a part of the family of God and as much an 
heir to covenant promises as any pharisee, priest or any of 
those self-assured righteous people of God. 

To that end, in the church today, we rightfully confess 
that no one is beyond the saving grace of God through 
Jesus Christ. When we welcome new followers of Christ to 
our fellowship in baptism, we celebrate the death of an old 
way of living. Passing through the waters, being reborn in 
Christ, to share in all his gracious promises, we hear Christ 
calling our name, reminding us that while we are all sinners 
who have fallen short of the glory of God, we too are 
included in the family and in the new covenant God has 
with God’s people. That in Christ, as Paul writes the church 
at Rome, nothing can separate us from the redeeming love 
of God. That no matter how far we go astray, there is 
always the hope of return. 

Jesus’ words and actions that day in Jericho must have 
been the talk of the town; the day Zacchaeus the tax 
collector welcomed Jesus into his home. And they ate and 
drank and made merry. And something happened to 
Zacchaeus that day. It conjures to my mind the image at 
the end of How the Grinch Stole Christmas. As you may 
recall the Grinch, having sought every effort to kill the joy 
of the people living in Whoville as they prepared to 
welcome Christmas, seeing that nothing could destroy the 
joy, as he found the people living in an indescribable sense 
of harmony.  

“What happen then? Well in Whoville they say that the 
Grinch’s small heart grew three sizes that day. And then – 
the true meaning of Christmas came through, and the 
Grinch found the strength of ten grinches, plus two!” 

I wonder if something like that happened for 
Zacchaeus that day; Jesus sees him – not as despicable – 
but as lonely and sad and wanting for something different 
in his life, not as an outsider, but as a member of the family 
of God. Not as a wee little man, but rather as a man with 
the potential to do big things, great things, following a new 
path. Jesus gives him that chance, to be “bigger” in life. 
Come down, he says. I’m coming to your house today. 

The change of heart is immediately demonstrated as 
Zacchaeus is moved to grateful response at this, realizing 
what Jesus was doing for him. Jesus, who called him by 
name, unashamedly gathered at table to break bread with 
him (a significant gesture in the ancient world and in 
Jewish culture, by the way). While others scoffed, Jesus has 
gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner! 

Zacchaeus is moved to a change of heart and a change 
of life. “’Look, he says to his Lord [his Lord], ‘half of my 
possessions I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything I will pay back four times as much.’” His 
words speak of true repentance that comes as he opens his 
heart to Christ and accepts Jesus’ offer of forgiveness and 
love and acceptance. 

Indeed, the journey for Zacchaeus has just begun. 
Words are one thing. To act, in faith, is another. Yet one 
suspects from the clues in the story, that Zacchaeus is a 
changed man and that he will act on his promises. That he 
will indeed fulfill that promise that is within him – that has 
always been within him, and now, with Christ’s help, he 
can be the man God created him to be: generous, gracious, 
and grateful. 

This weekend we mark on our calendar the day that 
sparked the Protestant Reformation – October 31, 1517. 
What emerged following those initial protests to the 
Roman church were generations of men and women who 
championed the priority and centrality of God’s grace in 
the Gospel message. Sola Fide, Sola Gratis, Sola Scriptura 



was their rallying cry! That our salvation rests upon grace 
and faith and not just our faith but God’s faith in us. That 
we would respond to God’s grace with acts of faith and 
love that would be to the benefit of others and even the 
whole world. 

And on All-Saints Day, which we commemorate this 
Tuesday, we remember all those who have gone before us 
in this life. Not just the Saints (capital S) venerated by the 
Roman church, but all the ‘wee’ ones – short and tall in 
stature – who in their small ways and small acts we 
remember with joy as ‘saints.’ 

The story was told at one All-Saints Day service of a 
man who had recently died; he had lived modestly in a van 
in a small town in the Ozarks. He had no close family, but a 
number of friends came to a memorial service for him held 
in the garden of the local church. “Al” was not a member of 
that church, but he often came to their Sunday night 
suppers during the cold winter months. He was a regular 
recipient at the food bank. 

Before the service, the minister invited people to share 
stories about Al. Many of the stories were of acts of 
kindness: how Al had fixed their tire or replaced a fan belt; 
how he had seen to it a person had money for a new pair 
of glasses, how he had helped another person with 
transportation, even though his income was a small 
security check each month. 

We all know or have known folks like that. The ‘wee’ 
people with their ‘small’ acts of kindness. “Well, ol’ Jerry, 
he’d give you the shirt right off his back” kind of folks. Like 
Zacchaeus, folks I imagine probably too had a moment in 
their life that so affected them as to commit themselves to 
a certain way of living, being a certain way toward their 
neighbor, whoever that neighbor might be. Those who 
came to know the love and acceptance of Christ in their 
own lives so intimately, like a guest at the dinner table, 
that they could only respond by loving and accepting 
others in turn. By showing the grace of God to others in 
their words and in their actions. 

Often when we see people who are generous and kind, 
we remark on how strong their faith must be. Often, we 
presume there is not more to their story. I wonder if 
sometimes that does not lead us to say, ‘well I could never 
have that kind of faith’. 

Jesus declares salvation has come to the house of 
Zacchaeus, that he too is a son of Abraham. He was just 
lost for a while. He had gotten confused about why he was 
here and whom he was here to serve. Like you, like me, like 
the saints that have gone before us, that God that Christ 
comes looking for us still, inviting us to a better, new way 
of life. One that means giving generously, loving 
abundantly, and accepting unconditionally our own 

salvation and those who most need today to hear their 
name called. To share a hope and to share a meal with a 
neighbor. 

Jesus once said it is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Yet our lesson today shows that 
salvation is possible, even for a very rich man. But notice, 
unlike another rich man in scripture, this one is ready to 
give up everything he owns (and then some) if it means 
possessing the grace that Christ offers him. That one pearl 
for which it is deemed worthy to give up everything else. 

Indeed, salvation is possible, even for the rich tax 
collector. If that is true, then salvation is undeniably within 
reach for all of us – for all God’s children. And there are 
many – so many – still searching. Still straining their necks 
and climbing up trees to get a glimpse of hope, of 
something or someone who can bring new meaning to 
their life and help them make a turn to a new way of life. 
Today, I challenge you that, while Christ is still at work 
beyond these walls and into the crowded streets, it is also 
indisputably the role of the church to be a part of that 
voice calling out to the lost – even as we proclaim at the 
Table to be the Body of Christ for the world. 

When we lose sight of that purpose, we become like 
the crowds below blocking the view, the grumblers even. 
Why would anyone want anything to do with that fellow, 
or that one over there, or the despised on up in the tree? 

We are convicted by God’s Word to remember that, 
lost or found, we are all children of the one, true, living 
God, recipients (whether we always know it or not) of 
God’s love and grace – an unmerited love and grace. What 
else can we do but respond ourselves with a change of 
heart, and a show of gratitude? Serving the needs of 
others. Yes, the poor, the weak, the persecuted, the exiled. 
But, also, those who are rich in things, yet poor in spirit. 
Those who in all outward appearances seem to have a 
handle on life, but inside are desperately seeking meaning, 
and for hope for something new. All who are still searching 
to know that they are loved, accepted, and welcomed. 

Those still watching and waiting to catch a glimpse of 
the one who calls us by name, gives us identity and 
purpose, and sets our hearts at ease with a promise: 
“Today, salvation has come to your house.” For the Great 
Physician comes for those who are sick, yearning for 
salvation; the Son of Man comes to seek out and to save 
the lost, still. 

Thanks be to God. 
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