
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 December 11, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
  

 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP For Unto Us a Child is Born G.F. Handel, arr. Bill Wolaver 
   (based on Isaiah 9:6) 

 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 130:5 

Welcome to worship this morning! 
One of the psalmists has written: 
“I wait for the Lord. My soul waits, and in the Lord’s word I hope.” 
On this third Sunday of the Advent season, we await the life-changing presence of God’s love, 
symbolized in the lighting of three candles. 
 

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES 
 

 * HYMN NO. 82 Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus HYFRYDOL 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.  

  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 

Rev. Ted Foote 
 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

Rev. Jennifer Webber, Organizing Pastor 
The United Methodist “new church” 

Rev. Dr. George E. Klett, Parish Assoc. 
 

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTERS 
Ellen & Rod Thornton 

Meredith & Russell Armagost 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Becky Alter; Cheryl Moreno; 
Beth Pennebaker; Ellen Thornton 

 

MUSICIANS 

Lisa Walston, Pianist & Organist 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
Chancel Choir 

Sarah Lukich, soloist 
Josh White, flutist 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

Poinsettias sponsored 
by our church family 

(see insert) 
 

LITURGICAL BANNER 

Created by Becky Alter 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada 
Nicole McKinley 

Jerry Norris 
Bill Watson 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns for Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; OneLicense.net A-718836; 
CVLI 504246321 

 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

3
RD

 SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 11, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC 
10:20am Called Session to Examine two Elder-nominees-L 
10:35am Congregational Meeting-S* 
10:45am Worship with Ordination and Installation of Elders-elect-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
 with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  3:00pm FPC Open House "Sights & Sounds of Christmas"-S/Pt  
  4:15pm All-church Caroling-meet on the Indoor Patio 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2022  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH  
  7:30pm Brazos Valley Chorale Christmas Concert: O Holy Night-S 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2022  
11:30am Prime Time Lunch & Fellowship-L  
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L  
  5:30pm Children's Center Ministry Committee-L  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Potluck Party-Home of Lisa Walston 
  6:00pm Circle II-P 
  7:00pm UMC Youth Ministry, incl. Parents-304 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting & Lunch-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Grub Burger Bar, CS  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022 

  6:00pm Stewardship & Finance Committee-L 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022 

  5:00pmYoung Adults Christmas Party "White Elephant" (dinner provided)- 
 Home of Kaitlyn & Anthony Battles, RSVP kaitnach@gmail.com  
4

TH
 SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 18, 2022 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
 with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  5:00pm Christmas Camp-out ('til 7:30pm)-FH  
  6:00pm Seekers Class Christmas Party-P/Pt 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM 

WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you 
are worshiping with us today.  

 

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . . 
From ages past and still today, Blessed One, you have shared love we cannot earn and do not deserve as 
your people. How we praise you for this! Yet we have veered from your guidance and teachings. Forgive all 
our sin, wanderings, and failings, for they are many. Make our lives new by your grace. Open us by the 
influence of your Spirit to recognize others as our equals, with your compassion as the gift we are called 
always to share. (We pray in silence.) 

 ANTHEM  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming / The Rose arr. Craig Hella Johnson 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Some say love, it is a river that drowns 
the tender reed of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung. Some say love, it is a razor that 
leaves your soul to bleed. It came, a flow’ret bright, some say love, it is a hunger an endless aching 

need. Amid the cold of winter, I say love, it is a flower and you, its only seed when half spent was the 
night. It's the heart, afraid of breaking that never learns to dance. It's the dream, afraid of waking 

that never takes the chance. It's the one who won't be taken who cannot seem to give and the soul, 
afraid of dying that never learns to live. This flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the 

air, when the night has been too lonely, and the road has been too long dispels with glorious splendor 
the darkness everywhere. And you think that love is only for the lucky and the strong true man, yet 
very God, just remember in the winter far beneath the bitter snow from sin and death He saves us, 

lies the seed that with the sun's love in the spring becomes the rose and lightens every load. 
 

“From sin and death, he saves us, and lightens every load.”  Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the 
unearnable and supreme news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
 EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 CALL FOR OFFERING, PRAYER OF DEDICATION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As two congregations worshiping together, we offer ourselves . . . . We trust to you both ourselves and the 
ministries following Jesus to which you call us, praying as Jesus taught disciples long ago:  
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

  OFFERTORY 
   (To give online, please see “Online Giving” paragraph with QR Code on p. 3.) 
 
 SCRIPTURE READING John 1:14-15  
   This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Experiencing The Word Becoming Flesh and Dwelling Among Us 
 

* STATEMENT OF FAITH from The Geneva Catechism, 1542 
 (from questions and responses, #113, #221, & #222) 

What do you understand by the term “neighbor”? 
Not only kindred and friends, or those connected with us by any necessary tie, but also those who are 
unknown to us, and even enemies. 
But what connection do “neighbors” have with us? 
They and we are connected by a tie with which God has bound the whole human race together.  This tie 
is sacred and unchangeable, and no person’s ill will and sin can abolish it.  To believe in Jesus Christ is to 
trust God’s promise both for deliverance from death and for regeneration spiritually, so we are 
empowered to live in Christ. 

 

 ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEWLY ELECTED RULING ELDERS 
  QUESTIONS OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION TO THE OFFICE OF RULING ELDER (see insert) 
  

  QUESTIONS TO CONGREGATION 
  

  ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION PRAYER (with laying on of hands) 
   SONG OF AFFIRMATION SOLO In This Very Room Carol & Ron Harris (1979) 

 

  DECLARATION AND WELCOME TO THIS MINISTRY 
 
* HYMN God, Bless Your Church with Strength DIADEMATA 
 (See insert.) 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

 POSTLUDE How Great Our Joy! Traditional German Carol, arr. Douglas Wagner 
 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote and Rev. Webber will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

The following elders-elect being ordained and/or installed this month for their term of service beginning January 01, 
2023, are: CLASS OF 2023: Vickie Buenger. CLASS OF 2024: Kaitlyn Battles, Tabitha Curtiss, Wayne Gay, Karon 
Mathews, Marcia Miculek, Beth Pennebaker, Tom Reed, Peggy Telg, Ellen Weichert, Harold Wert, Kris Wuensche. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 

building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are 
located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer 
of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 

commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call 
the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor 

Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday 
when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your 
donation, you can select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) 
and/or Special Giving (special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 
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 PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . . 
From ages past and still today, Blessed One, you have shared love we cannot earn and do not deserve as 
your people. How we praise you for this! Yet we have veered from your guidance and teachings. Forgive all 
our sin, wanderings, and failings, for they are many. Make our lives new by your grace. Open us by the 
influence of your Spirit to recognize others as our equals, with your compassion as the gift we are called 
always to share. (We pray in silence.) 

 ANTHEM  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming / The Rose arr. Craig Hella Johnson 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Some say love, it is a river that drowns 
the tender reed of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung. Some say love, it is a razor that 
leaves your soul to bleed. It came, a flow’ret bright, some say love, it is a hunger an endless aching 

need. Amid the cold of winter, I say love, it is a flower and you, its only seed when half spent was the 
night. It's the heart, afraid of breaking that never learns to dance. It's the dream, afraid of waking 

that never takes the chance. It's the one who won't be taken who cannot seem to give and the soul, 
afraid of dying that never learns to live. This flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the 

air, when the night has been too lonely, and the road has been too long dispels with glorious splendor 
the darkness everywhere. And you think that love is only for the lucky and the strong true man, yet 
very God, just remember in the winter far beneath the bitter snow from sin and death He saves us, 

lies the seed that with the sun's love in the spring becomes the rose and lightens every load. 
 

“From sin and death, he saves us, and lightens every load.”  Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the 
unearnable and supreme news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
 EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 CALL FOR OFFERING, PRAYER OF DEDICATION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As two congregations worshiping together, we offer ourselves . . . . We trust to you both ourselves and the 
ministries following Jesus to which you call us, praying as Jesus taught disciples long ago:  
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

  OFFERTORY 
   (To give online, please see “Online Giving” paragraph with QR Code on p. 3.) 
 
 SCRIPTURE READING John 1:14-15  
   This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Experiencing The Word Becoming Flesh and Dwelling Among Us 
 

* STATEMENT OF FAITH from The Geneva Catechism, 1542 
 (from questions and responses, #113, #221, & #222) 

What do you understand by the term “neighbor”? 
Not only kindred and friends, or those connected with us by any necessary tie, but also those who are 
unknown to us, and even enemies. 
But what connection do “neighbors” have with us? 
They and we are connected by a tie with which God has bound the whole human race together.  This tie 
is sacred and unchangeable, and no person’s ill will and sin can abolish it.  To believe in Jesus Christ is to 
trust God’s promise both for deliverance from death and for regeneration spiritually, so we are 
empowered to live in Christ. 

 

 ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEWLY ELECTED RULING ELDERS 
  QUESTIONS OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION TO THE OFFICE OF RULING ELDER (see insert) 
  

  QUESTIONS TO CONGREGATION 
  

  ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION PRAYER (with laying on of hands) 
   SONG OF AFFIRMATION SOLO In This Very Room Carol & Ron Harris (1979) 

 

  DECLARATION AND WELCOME TO THIS MINISTRY 
 
* HYMN God, Bless Your Church with Strength DIADEMATA 
 (See insert.) 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

 POSTLUDE How Great Our Joy! Traditional German Carol, arr. Douglas Wagner 
 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote and Rev. Webber will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

Beginning January 01, 2023, the following elders-elect being ordained and/or installed this month for their term of 
service are: CLASS OF 2023─Vickie Buenger; CLASS OF 2024─Kaitlyn Battles, Tabitha Curtiss, Wayne Gay, Karon 
Mathews, Marcia Miculek, Beth Pennebaker, Tom Reed, Peggy Telg, Ellen Weichert, Harold Wert, Kris Wuensche. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 

building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are 
located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer 
of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 

commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call 
the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor 

Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday 
when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your 
donation, you can select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) 
and/or Special Giving (special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 December 11, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
  

 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP For Unto Us a Child is Born G.F. Handel, arr. Bill Wolaver 
   (based on Isaiah 9:6) 

 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 130:5 

Welcome to worship this morning! 
One of the psalmists has written: 
“I wait for the Lord. My soul waits, and in the Lord’s word I hope.” 
On this third Sunday of the Advent season, we await the life-changing presence of God’s love, 
symbolized in the lighting of three candles. 
 

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES 
 

 * HYMN NO. 82 Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus HYFRYDOL 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.  

  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 

Rev. Ted Foote 
 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

Rev. Jennifer Webber, Organizing Pastor 
The United Methodist “new church” 

Rev. Dr. George E. Klett, Parish Assoc. 
 

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTERS 
Ellen & Rod Thornton 

Meredith & Russell Armagost 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Becky Alter; Cheryl Moreno; 
Beth Pennebaker; Ellen Thornton 

 

MUSICIANS 

Lisa Walston, Pianist & Organist 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
Chancel Choir 

Sarah Lukich, soloist 
Josh White, flutist 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

Poinsettias sponsored 
by our church family 

(see insert) 
 

LITURGICAL BANNER 

Created by Becky Alter 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada 
Nicole McKinley 

Jerry Norris 
Bill Watson 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns for Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; OneLicense.net A-718836; 
CVLI 504246321 

 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

3
RD

 SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 11, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC 
10:20am Called Session to Examine two Elder-nominees-L 
10:35am Congregational Meeting-S* 
10:45am Worship with Ordination and Installation of Elders-elect-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
 with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  3:00pm FPC Open House "Sights & Sounds of Christmas"-S/Pt  
  4:15pm All-church Caroling-meet on the Indoor Patio 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2022  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH  
  7:30pm Brazos Valley Chorale Christmas Concert: O Holy Night-S 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2022  
11:30am Prime Time Lunch & Fellowship-L  
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L  
  5:30pm Children's Center Ministry Committee-L  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Potluck Party-Home of Lisa Walston 
  6:00pm Circle II-P 
  7:00pm UMC Youth Ministry, incl. Parents-304 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting & Lunch-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Grub Burger Bar, CS  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022 

  6:00pm Stewardship & Finance Committee-L 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022 

  5:00pmYoung Adults Christmas Party "White Elephant" (dinner provided)- 
 Home of Kaitlyn & Anthony Battles, RSVP kaitnach@gmail.com  
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TH
 SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 18, 2022 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
 with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  5:00pm Christmas Camp-out ('til 7:30pm)-FH  
  6:00pm Seekers Class Christmas Party-P/Pt 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM 

WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you 
are worshiping with us today.  

 

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . . 
From ages past and still today, Blessed One, you have shared love we cannot earn and do not deserve as 
your people. How we praise you for this! Yet we have veered from your guidance and teachings. Forgive all 
our sin, wanderings, and failings, for they are many. Make our lives new by your grace. Open us by the 
influence of your Spirit to recognize others as our equals, with your compassion as the gift we are called 
always to share. (We pray in silence.) 

 ANTHEM  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming / The Rose arr. Craig Hella Johnson 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Some say love, it is a river that drowns 
the tender reed of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung. Some say love, it is a razor that 
leaves your soul to bleed. It came, a flow’ret bright, some say love, it is a hunger an endless aching 

need. Amid the cold of winter, I say love, it is a flower and you, its only seed when half spent was the 
night. It's the heart, afraid of breaking that never learns to dance. It's the dream, afraid of waking 

that never takes the chance. It's the one who won't be taken who cannot seem to give and the soul, 
afraid of dying that never learns to live. This flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the 

air, when the night has been too lonely, and the road has been too long dispels with glorious splendor 
the darkness everywhere. And you think that love is only for the lucky and the strong true man, yet 
very God, just remember in the winter far beneath the bitter snow from sin and death He saves us, 

lies the seed that with the sun's love in the spring becomes the rose and lightens every load. 
 

“From sin and death, he saves us, and lightens every load.”  Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the 
unearnable and supreme news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
 EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 CALL FOR OFFERING, PRAYER OF DEDICATION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As two congregations worshiping together, we offer ourselves . . . . We trust to you both ourselves and the 
ministries following Jesus to which you call us, praying as Jesus taught disciples long ago:  
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

  OFFERTORY 
   (To give online, please see “Online Giving” paragraph with QR Code on p. 3.) 
 
 SCRIPTURE READING John 1:14-15  
   This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Experiencing The Word Becoming Flesh and Dwelling Among Us 
 

* STATEMENT OF FAITH from The Geneva Catechism, 1542 
 (from questions and responses, #113, #221, & #222) 

What do you understand by the term “neighbor”? 
Not only kindred and friends, or those connected with us by any necessary tie, but also those who are 
unknown to us, and even enemies. 
But what connection do “neighbors” have with us? 
They and we are connected by a tie with which God has bound the whole human race together.  This tie 
is sacred and unchangeable, and no person’s ill will and sin can abolish it.  To believe in Jesus Christ is to 
trust God’s promise both for deliverance from death and for regeneration spiritually, so we are 
empowered to live in Christ. 

 

 ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEWLY ELECTED RULING ELDERS 
  QUESTIONS OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION TO THE OFFICE OF RULING ELDER (see insert) 
  

  QUESTIONS TO CONGREGATION 
  

  ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION PRAYER (with laying on of hands) 
   SONG OF AFFIRMATION SOLO In This Very Room Carol & Ron Harris (1979) 

 

  DECLARATION AND WELCOME TO THIS MINISTRY 
 
* HYMN God, Bless Your Church with Strength DIADEMATA 
 (See insert.) 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

 POSTLUDE How Great Our Joy! Traditional German Carol, arr. Douglas Wagner 
 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote and Rev. Webber will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

The following elders-elect being ordained and/or installed this month for their term of service beginning January 01, 
2023, are: CLASS OF 2023: Vickie Buenger. CLASS OF 2024: Kaitlyn Battles, Tabitha Curtiss, Wayne Gay, Karon 
Mathews, Marcia Miculek, Beth Pennebaker, Tom Reed, Peggy Telg, Ellen Weichert, Harold Wert, Kris Wuensche. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 

building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are 
located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer 
of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 

commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call 
the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor 

Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday 
when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your 
donation, you can select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) 
and/or Special Giving (special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 
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CAMP-OUT REGISTRATION FORMS are located on tables at entrances to Sanctuary, on the 
Welcome Table in entrance to Church Office, and available on our website at www.fpcbryan.org/children, 

mailed to parents of children. RSVP to: Children’s Ministry Coordinator Beth Truax, children@fpcbryan.org. 

First Presbyterian’s Red Cross Blood Drive  
held in June of this year SAVED 87 LIVES! 

http://www.fpcbryan.org/children
mailto:children@fpcbryan.org
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ST. NICOLAS LUNCH 
A “ST. NICOLAS LUNCH” will be served on Sunday, 
December 25, at 1:00pm on FPC’s Indoor Patio 
(concluding by 2:15pm). Not every individual or 
household has a “group” to be with this holiday, so 
we’re creating the option for a “mixed group” at 
FPC. Ham, turkey, and dressing will be provided. 
Guests may bring a vegetable, salad, rolls, or 
dessert. 

To let us know you’re coming 
and/or what you will bring, 
when you sign the fellowship 
folder, please write next to 
your name “LUNCH” and 
the item you are bring- 
ing or email Pastor Ted, 
tfoote@fpcbryan.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

 Our CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, “the 
perfect gift,” as well as the gifts of church leaders—past, present, and 
future. Giving envelopes will be available in the pews beginning Sunday, 
December 18, through January 1, 2023. 
As important as gifts to loved ones are, the PC(USA) gives throughout the 
year through this Offering, drawing us back to the manger and God’s 
perfect gift to us. 

Please take a moment to read the insert in today’s bulletin. 

 
-------------------------- 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs.  
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON TODAY. 
This newsletter will be distributed on or before Thursday, December 14, and covers news 

from December 22, 2022, thru January 11, 2023. Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
 

mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org


QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE ORDINATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS 
Book of Order W-4.4003 

a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head 
of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy 
Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church 
universal, and God’s Word to you? 

c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as 
expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions 
of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led 
by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 

d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? 

e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? 
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, 
subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 

f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your 
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 

h. Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love? 

i. Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their 
worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, 
serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the 
love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

---------------- 

j. Do we, the members of the church, accept these who are before us as ruling 
elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the 
way of Jesus Christ? 

k. Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, 
and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the 
Church? 
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POINSETTIAS 
 
 
 

IN THANKSGIVING FOR OUR CHURCH AND CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
Glenn & Karon Mathews 

 

IN HONOR OF ....................................................................................... GIVEN BY 
Our family .............................................................. Dorothy & Bob Anderson 
Our children and grandchildren .............................................. Bunny Douglas 
Ruth & Henry Hay ........................................................ Thelma & Wayne Gay 
Our children and grandchildren ............................... Pam & Tony Geishauser 
Mary Elizabeth Mallett .............................................................. Mary Graddy 
John W. Graddy .......................................................................... Mary Graddy 
Daughter Courtney Lyons-Garcia & family ................................... Dave Lyons 
Son David E. Lyons & family .......................................................... Dave Lyons 
David Kipp, Lisa Walston, and FPC Music Ministry ............  Kathrine MacNeil 
Our daughters & their families: Lindsay, Cody, Alexis, Avery, and Bailey; 
 Leslie, Jeremy, and Ruth Fay Hyde ................... Ellen & Andrew Weichert 

IN MEMORY OF ..................................................................................... GIVEN BY  
Ruth & Alan, and David Alter ......................................... Becky & Rhyne Alter 
Our son, Peter ........................................................ Dorothy & Bob Anderson 
Our parents ............................................................ Dorothy & Bob Anderson 
Ron Douglas ............................................................................ Bunny Douglas 
Betty & Woodrow Gay ................................................. Thelma & Wayne Gay 
Our parents .............................................................. Pam & Tony Geishauser 
Graeme D.  Weaver .............................................................. Fern D. Hibbard 
Diane & Milton Dietert ......................................................... Fern D. Hibbard 
Mae & E. L. Davis ................................................ Marilyn & David Holdredge 
Margaret & Ed Holdredge ................................... Marilyn & David Holdredge 
John Davis ........................................................... Marilyn & David Holdredge 
Sarah Kane ....................................................................................... Kim Kane 
Euple Nix .......................................................................................... Kim Kane 
Dorothy & George LaCaze .......................... Hank Wahrmund/Dennis LaCaze 
Helen & Otto Krehbiel, my parents .................................... Kathrine MacNeil 
Aileen Smith and her family  ............................................. Ranney McDonald 
Parents & family ............................................................... Ranney McDonald  
Barbara Schoenemann ............................................... Leroy J. Schoenemann 
David Schoenemann ................................................... Leroy J. Schoenemann 
Our parents ........................................................................ Pat & Brad Vinson 
Tena & H.O. (Hank) Wahrmund, Jr. ............ Hank Wahrmund/Dennis LaCaze 
Our parents: 
 Rosie & Ted Weichert; Fay & Tom Bailey ......... Ellen & Andrew Weichert 
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Experiencing the Word Becoming Flesh and Dwelling Among Us 
John 1:14-15 December 11, 2022  
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
Payton Foote was born in October 1991, when 

our family lived in Henderson, Texas. When he 
was one year and 3 months old, at Christmas of 
1992, from a camera position behind the 
television, Joanie filmed Payton and his older 
brother watching a video of something 
Christmasy.  Our then 16 year old poodle walked 
behind the two boys and therefore was recorded 
into the video. About a month later, our poodle 
died of a canine lymphoma. Two Christmases 
later, Payton was 3 years old. We had moved to 
Tulsa. One December day Joanie asked the boys 
if they would like to look at the family Christmas 
video from two years ago. They enthusiastically 
said “yes.” They watched themselves intently 
from two years earlier. When, in the video, the 
poodle was seen passing behind them, three year 
old Payton sat upright and exclaimed, “Oh!” He 
whirled around to see if, 2 years later, the poodle 
was still there. Moving his head back and forth 
surveying the room, he asked, “Where dat dog 
go?” As we have read and heard, the Scripture 
from the fourth Gospel account states that “the 
Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
Yet there is some difference between the 
deceased poodle’s presence through a video 
recording and the Word of God’s dwelling and 
living presence which abides always, whether we 
are 1 year old, 3 years old, or many years beyond. 
The Word of God becomes flesh and dwells 
among us. 

In the early and mid-1960s – and maybe a bit 
later – you could still hear Protestant clergy 
during worship introducing the reading of 
Scripture with the phrase, “Let us attend to this 
reading and hearing of God’s Word.” In the 21st 
century, however, the word “attend” 
predominantly has the meaning of “showing up.” 
You or I “attend” a meeting, a class, an event, a 
contest, a worship service. Yet from 200, 300, or 
so years ago, “to attend” also meant – and still 
means – “to pay attention.”  If we are attending to 
God’s Word, our awareness is enhanced of how 
God’s Word becomes flesh and is alive and 

dwelling/ is present right among us. First, this is 
for us.  

In the tenth chapter of Luke, Jesus tells the 
story of the Good Samaritan, how robbers beat a 
Judean man and leave him for dead.  Two healthy 
religious professionals pass by and ignore their 
fellow-Judean’s bloody self, seriously injured as 
he is. A third healthy traveler passes by and stops 
to render aid.  That helper, though, is a foreigner 
held in great suspicion and disdain by Judeans 
generally. The detested foreigner cleans the 
man’s wounds, transports him to an urgent-care 
facility, and pays the bill for the man’s room and 
board during his rehabilitation period.  Do you 
and I attend to this story? Do we sense that God’s 
love in this Jesus comes along beside our injured 
selves – when we are injured physically / when 
we are injured emotionally – and cleans our 
wounds and bandages them, initiates and moves 
along our healing? Do we sense that? Of course, 
it is not speedy or quick. Of course, healing is a 
life-long endeavor, and it is partly a matter of 
trauma diminishment management. Over time, 
even a considerable time, such healing deals with 
diminishing trauma gradually and by increments. 
Do you attend to God’s Word seeking your 
healing for recognizing and beginning the healing 
of your own life-injured self? 

Then, if you and I are attending to God’s Word 
becoming flesh and abiding among us we grow in 
our perception of how God’s Word becoming 
flesh and abiding is for others. Imagine the man 
injured in the parable of the Good Samaritan 
being healed beyond his injuries, and one day 
seeing someone else in dire need. Does that once 
beaten and robbed man turn and go his own way? 
Or, attending to God’s Word becoming flesh and 
dwelling close by, does the man figure out how to 
give assistance to another person or persons 
injured and what risk-involvement is possible 
with the person now in peril? In Matthew 25:31-
46 another parable of Jesus illustrates how God’s 
Word taking flesh and abiding among us 
specifically calls us into relationships with others 
because those others who are visibly in need 



represent God in Jesus dwelling as persons in 
need right among us in the present’s ticking of the 
seconds of our lives.  “But when did we see you, 
O Sovereign, in dire need?” they ask. “When you 
saw anyone in dire need of nourishment, 
hydration, shelter, clothing, in dire need of 
companionship, affirmation, grace, education, 
advocacy, emotional health and you turned away, 
you turned then away from me.” Are we attending 
to God’s Word become flesh for our life-injured 
self? And are we attending to God’s Word 
become flesh for others’ life-injured selves? 

The Word of God becomes flesh and dwells 
among us. For us. For others. In a speech last 
Tuesday night, the Reverend U.S. Senator 
Raphael Warnock of Georgia told of his father, 
who was a Baptist pastor for most of his 
adulthood.  Senator Warnock said, “The man 
who, Monday through Friday or Saturday, lifted 
broken cars to haul those broken cars away as 
scrap, on Sunday mornings lifted up broken 
human beings and convinced them of their 
value!”  

If you and I are attending to God’s Word 
become flesh and dwelling among us, we know 
how Pastor Senator Warnock could describe his 
father that way. Even though you and I may not 
be African American Baptist pastors, (if we are 
attending to God’s Word) we realize how 
standing with and honoring each and every 
broken human being – including ourselves – is 
what we do to share the Word becoming flesh and 
dwelling among us; because such standing with 
and honoring others convinces them and us of our 
mutual human value! 

This attending to God’s Word alive and 
dwelling among us, though, is never easy and, 
when strongly held opinions exist, rarely receives 
a unanimous vote. Today we ordain and/or install 
Presbyterian ruling elders for the next year and 
two of service.  We expect a church’s ruling 
elders to attend to God’s Word becoming flesh 
and dwelling among us through challenges of all 
kinds. I recall a tense vote in each church that I 
have served which followed substantial debate. In 
San Antonio in 1981, it was a recommendation 
for the church to become a dues-paying member 
of a community action alliance with mostly 

Hispanic Roman Catholics in other parts of San 
Antonio. The vote was 11 to 10 to reach out and 
join. In Henderson, Texas, in 1987, it was a 
recommendation to adopt a policy for 
compassionately and helpfully partnering with 
households where a family member contracted 
AIDS. The vote was 9 to 4 adopt the policy in case 
AIDS appeared among us, which it did only a 
matter of weeks afterward. In Tulsa, in 2003, it 
was a recommendation to host a Muslim speaker, 
Dr. Sandra Rhana, for an educational seminar 
related to Islam. The vote was 10 to 4 to host Dr. 
Rhana. And in Bryan, it was a recommendation to 
offer start-up space for a new church development 
of United Methodists seeking – with a United 
Methodist affiliation – to serve as a seed bed for 
Christ-like hospitality to all of God’s people, 
whether similar or different. And that vote to 
share Presbyterian building space for a time with 
the UMC folk was 16 to zero in favor. 

At the San Pedro Church in north San Antonio 
from 1979 to 1983, I heard my Pastor and Head 
of Staff colleague, Tom Schmid, say many times 
to church members or visitors whom he had not 
seen in several weeks but encountered in the 
grocery store aisle or in a restaurant, “Remember, 
though, that we are saving a seat for you.” That 
was Tom’s way of expressing how the Word of 
God becomes flesh and dwells among us, and that 
happens – almost unbelievably – as we gather and 
take a seat together, and attend to God’s Word, 
and as we pray, become acquainted, plan, play, 
sing, learn, serve, and vote, then embody those 
votes with ministry in the way and spirit of Jesus 
Christ. It’s never easy and, when strongly held 
opinions exist, rarely receives a unanimous vote. 
Yet if God’s Spirit can operate within individual 
lives and each one’s spirituality, then God’s Spirit 
can and does also operate through ordered groups 
of committees and congregations and classes and 
fellowships. When the Holy Spirit is working 
with communities of faith and with individuals, 
some younger, some older, some that are 
numerically larger in number, some that are 
smaller in number, even working among you and 
me, we know with little or no doubt, that the Word 
of God is still becoming flesh and dwelling 
among us. – All honor and praise be to God! 
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