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5
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 February 6, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP For the Fruit of All Creation arr. Dennis Janzer 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES Galatians 6:14 

Let us hear God’s Word through the Apostle writing to the Galatians: 
“May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.” 
 

* HYMN NO. 815 Give to the Winds Thy Fears FESTAL SONG 
Give to the winds thy fears; hope, and be undismayed. 

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears; God shall lift up thy head. 
 

Through waves and clouds and storms God gently clears the way. 
Wait patiently; so shall this night soon end in joyous day. 

 
Leave to God’s sovereign sway to choose and to command.  

So shalt thou, wondering, own God’s way, how wise, how strong God’s hand! 
 

Let us in life, in death, thy steadfast truth declare, 
and publish with our final breath thy love and guardian care. 

  
 
  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGIST 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Becky Alter 
Kaitlyn Hendler 
Ellen Thornton 
Ernie Wright 

 

MUSICIANS 
Kathrine MacNeil, organist 
Michelle Lassiter, pianist 

 Emily Béghin, song leader 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Bobby Randolph 
Adam Hartman 
Nicole McKinley 

Jerry Norris 
 

COVER ART 

“The Lord spoke through Balaam’s 
donkey. She said to him 

 ‘What have I done to you to 
deserve your striking me?’” 

—Numbers 22:28 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

5
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, FEBRUARY 6, 2022 
“STOCK THE PANTRY” SUNDAY | SCOUT SUNDAY 

  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2022 
  1:00pm Circle III-P 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2022 
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L 
  6:00pm Circle II-P 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L 
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2022 
  6:00pm Property Committee & Lunch-L 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2022 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2022 
10:00am Pinewood Derby Event Day-CCF/FH 
6

TH
 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022 

“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING” SUNDAY 
  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  1:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) go to Urban Air (FREE event!) 
* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  
 

Today we welcome FPC-Bryan’s sponsored 
Boy Scouts Troop 976 and Pack 350, and 

recognize all scouts for their many  
contributions to our church and beyond. 



 

PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Whether our human seeing and hearing are as sharp as an owl’s or less, we praise 
you for what we can perceive, even when seeing-loss and hearing-loss are experienced. We also praise 
you for what we can perceive through our senses, and for what we perceive in mind and spirit.  Hear us 
now confessing how we often pay not careful enough attention to your attempts to correct and guide us. 
We go our own ways, both willfully and unconsciously. Forgive us this and all our sin. Draw us closer to 
your desire for our humble repentance, bold faithfulness, and courageous decisions, all trusting the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ to make us new over and over while serving you each day . . .  

(We pray in silence.) 

Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Numbers 22:21-35 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Voices That Challenge Us: (2) for Being Progressing Learners in Theology 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION TO THE EUCHARISTIC TABLE 

  PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, CONSECRATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . For your love from eternity, O Holy and Magnificent One, we offer thanksgiving that lives 
can be changed, that conflict can be eased, that basic resources can be provided, that relationships can 
be healed, that when lost, we can be welcomed home. As we remember with gratitude your self-giving 
across the ages, we are especially grateful for the birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who, in spirit and in truth is alive among us still. As you welcome and host us again from this table, 
take these common elements of field and vine, and – as we partake – bring us to renewed strength in 
Christ, not ever for who we would shape ourselves to be, but for whom you would transform us to be as 
Jesus’ disciples. Chase and purge from us both hate and self-righteousness, both apathy and 
compulsiveness, both arrogance and hyper-sensitivity, both despair and alienation. Whether our 
infirmities are physical, emotional, spiritual, or relational, extend your wide reach and bring wholeness 
to individuals, households, communities, nations, and world.  
Hear us, also, this morning praying once more, as Jesus taught the communities of faith to believe and 
give voice: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

  BREAKING, POURING, AND PARTAKING  
 

 

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray together . . .  Having been nourished and given drink from this 
table and fellowship, O God, take our minds, bodies, words, relationships, and 
actions, and break and pour and distribute these, so that our outreach and 
witness as disciples of Jesus is your outreach and witness to all your people, 
from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 838 Standing on the Promises PROMISES 

Standing on the promises of Christ my king, through eternal ages let his praises ring; 
glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, standing on the promises of God. 

         REFRAIN      Standing (standing on the promises), standing (standing on the promises), 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior;  

Standing (standing on the promises), standing (standing on the promises), 
I’m standing on the promises of God. 

 

Standing on the promises that cannot fail, when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 
            By the living Word of God I shall prevail, standing on the promises of God.   REFRAIN 

 

Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord, 
   Overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword, standing on the promises of God.   REFRAIN 

 

Standing on the promises I cannot fall, listening every moment to the Spirit’s call, 
               Resting in my Savior as my all in all, standing on the promises of God.   REFRAIN 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

* POSTLUDE “Rondo” for Organ attr. to John Bull 
  + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 

Page 2 Page 3 

The prayerful support and sympathy of the congregation are extended to 
the family of George Stuart following his death on January 19. 

“I am the life and the resurrection,” saith the Lord. —John 19:25 
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  1:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) go to Urban Air (FREE event!) 
* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  
 

Today we welcome FPC-Bryan’s sponsored 
Boy Scouts Troop 976 and Pack 350, and 

recognize all scouts for their many  
contributions to our church and beyond. 



February 6, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

                              SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
Next Sunday, February 13, FPC youth will be at all sanctuary entrances following worship with 
soup pots and pans to receive donations for Souper Bowl of Caring. It began in 1990 with a 
simple prayer: “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of those 
without even a bowl of soup to eat.” Over $170 million and food have been generated 
benefiting thousands of soup kitchens, food banks, meal programs and other hunger relief charities in local commu-
nities. Please give generously on Super Bowl Sunday. All monies received will be given to the Brazos Church Pantry. 
 

EVERYBODY’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION JOINS 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION & LUNCH 

We are celebrating Everybody’s Birthday at our Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation on Sunday, February 20, following worship in 
Fellowship Hall with lunch AND... birthday cake! To complete the 
lunch, FIFTEEN VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to provide one cake 
for each month (with one of those being sugar free). Dig out your  

favorite recipe, family recipe, or try out a new one. Not a baker? Bring one from a local bakery.  
Contact Becky Alter (alter@suddenlink.net or 979.777.5383) to let her know you desire to provide a cake for the 
birthday lunch and on what birthday month table you would like for your cake to be featured. 
  

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION & LUNCH 
The Session calls the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, February 
20, to be held following worship during a lunch in Fellowship Hall. Annual Meet- 
ing booklets will be available and accessible on the church website at www.fpcbryan.org on Monday, February 14. If 
you are not able to get to the church and would like a copy mailed to you, please call Karen or Ted in the church 
office, 979.823.8073. 
Two (potential) recommendations to the congregation: (1) from the Session on a proposed change to the Pastors’ 
respective terms of call, from 2021 amounts to new levels for 2022 (6.0% increase to salary and housing), and (2) 
from the 2021 Nominating Committee a report related to at-large 2022 members will be on the docket for a 
congregational vote. The details of these changes will be posted in the meeting booklet. 

----------------------- 

NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code to your right 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and/or fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is Noon today. 
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, February 9, and cover news from February 17 thru March 2. 

Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

mailto:alter@suddenlink.net
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
http://www.youtube.com/
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org


 Voices That Challenge Us: (2) for Being Progressing Learners in Theology * 
*Second in a series of four, related to God’s credibility … The topics on which God’s credible voice 

challenge us include: identity; theology; citizenship; and God’s own unbounded Commonwealth. 
Numbers 22:21-35                                                           February 06, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr.                   First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas 
Today, the first Sunday in February, is Scout 

Sunday. First Presbyterian-Bryan has a charter 
relationship both with Cub Scout Pack 350 and Scout 
Troop 976. Scouts, we are grateful for the presence of 
those of you who are worshiping with us today, as 
much as we are also grateful for the opportunity to be a 
charter organization for your Pack and Troop. Y’all are 
with us on what is Sunday number 2 of 4 Sundays as 
we consider “voices” influencing us as described in the 
Bible. There are only two occasions among the stories 
of the Bible where creatures are speaking to people.  
The first of those two stories – which we considered 
last Sunday – is when a snake in the Garden of Eden is 
said to speak with Eve, the first woman. The second 
story with a talking non-human creature is the one we 
consider today, the so-called story of Balaam and his 
donkey. 

Let me begin our exploring this story by referring 
to Scouting. Scouting has an oath and a law. The oath 
is: “On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to 
God and my country, and to obey the Scout Law, to 
help other people at all times, to keep myself physically 
strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.” 
Additionally, the Scout Law has twelve points: “A 
Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, 
kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and 
reverent.”  

I was a Cub Scout when John Kennedy was 
President. I was a Boy Scout when Lyndon Johnson 
was President. I can’t guess how many times I recited 
the Scout oath and Scout law, but each time I had the 
sense that it was hard to be all of those at once: And I 
think it’s wise that the Scout law begins with the 
introductory few words: “Each of the 12 points is a goal 
for every Scout. A Scout tries to live up to the law every 
day. It is not always easy to do, but a Scout always 
tries.” “It is not always easy to do.” It is not. “But a 
Scout always tries.” We tell ourselves that, even though 
“always” – as in “always tries” is a huge expectation. 
When I was a Scout and attending a summer week’s 
session at Camp Tahuaya, south of Belton, a bad thing 
happened. In late June of 1965, unknown to anyone 
else, our scoutmaster brought some bourbon whiskey 
to camp. On Monday night after lights out, he sat in his 
car, drank the whiskey, and accidentally let the gear 
shift on his car slip into neutral, rolling down the slope 

into the tent area. Fortunately, no one was hurt. In my 
tent – which was not one of the ones affected – I did 
not even wake up.  By the time I was awake at 7:00 
a.m., our Scoutmaster was gone, his car was gone, and 
the Scouts of Troop 2 were told we would be having a 
new Scout master soon. Not much more than that was 
said, and before long, just as promised, our Troop had 
a very fine new Scoutmaster. My initial thought at 
Camp Tahuaya in June of 1965 was that our 
Scoutmaster was removed for bringing bourbon 
whiskey to camp. I’m sure that was true; but more than 
breaking the camp laws, he broke the Scout oath – you 
know, where it says, “to help other people at all times.” 
His actions that night put Scouts in danger. He was not 
a bad person. His craving for bourbon whiskey and 
drinking too much was part of an illness. It’s important 
for each of us to figure out that such an illness can get 
one or more people hurt, and to figure that out before 
anyone gets hurt. And we need each other for support 
in order to figure that out. 

Here’s where the connection begins with the Bible 
story we’ve read this morning. The man Balaam was 
not a Scout, and he was not a bad man. He also was not 
a Jew. He was not a Christian. He was not a Muslim or 
a Hindu. He did not know God enough to consider 
himself to be religious. He ran a business, where people 
could hire him to bless their work or to curse their 
enemies. At one point in his life, one King hired him to 
go out and curse a group of God’s people so that his 
curse against those people would cause them just to 
leave the neighborhood. Balaam was doing what the 
King hired and paid him to do.  

You will work for any number of employers and 
supervisors across the years. They may be like the King 
who hired Balaam; or they may be different.  You may 
like them, or not like them very much.  Your friends 
and family may like them, or not like them very much. 
We’re going to talk in a minute about Balaam, but it’s 
important to know this: About six hundred years after 
Balaam, the prophet Micah (at chapter 6, verse 5) 
mentions Balaam in reminding God’s people how God 
called Balaam – who was a non-Jewish business man, 
who once worked for a non-Jewish king – beckoning 
Balaam to figure out that God wanted people different 
from one another not to be fighting and being resentful 
of each other; and Balaam – God said to him – needed 



to stand up to the king so that the king understood this, 
whether the king agreed or not. The prophet Micah 
thinks that Balaam was following the part of the Scout 
oath which refers to “helping other people at all times” 
– even if you are different from them. Not everyone, 
though, is going to think the same way. About 700 
years after the prophet Micah, which was one thousand 
three hundred years after Balaam, one Christian book 
of the Bible (Second Peter 2:15-16) tells that Balaam 
was a person “not to be proud of” because he (Balaam) 
worked for that king. Plus, 2nd Peter says, “Balaam was 
not a good guy because it took God having a donkey 
speak to him for him to figure out what God desired.” 

Now, 2nd Peter is partly correct. In this story, a 
donkey speaks with Balaam. But 2nd Peter is not correct 
to suggest that Balaam being slow to understand what 
God was seeking from him makes him a person who is 
not a good example for us.  Just the opposite: This story 
can teach you and me a lot that is very positive. Here’s 
how. First, God seeks all kinds of people to be in God’s 
service and to help other people. Period. Balaam was 
one of those. Second, Balaam was slow to figure out 
what God desired and how serious God was about 
Balaam needing to have wisdom, understanding, and 
courage to work in helping others – and in telling the 
King, “Cursing God’s other people is not what I should 
be doing.” Third, Balaam was soooo slow in 
understanding God’s message that his donkey could 
see God’s angel ready to whack Balaam before Balaam 
could see the angel. Here’s where many people read 
this story and get stumped.  They say, “If Balaam’s 
donkey could see what Balaam could not, how stupid 
was Balaam.” What’s marvelous about this story is that 
Balaam “learns past his stupid.” God and the donkey 
get his attention.  The donkey at first is saying, 
“Danger! Danger, Balaam, where you don’t see 
danger.”  And then the donkey says, “Be angry with me 
if you will, but have I ever led you wrongly?” The 
donkey was helping Balaam. Really, God was helping 
Balaam, even when Balaam thought it was only his 
donkey.  Can’t we hear God’s voice saying, “Danger! 
Danger! It’s dangerous going on your own! Be angry 
with me if you will, but have I ever led you wrongly?” 

Balaam is one of my heroes because he is a 
progressing learner. Related to Balaam’s learning or 
our learning in life, the word “theology” means “the 
study of God.” The Bible, on the whole, however, is a 
long set of stories about God studying people, and 
about God working with people. We are privileged to 
be part of God’s progressing process, whether we are 
religious or not-so-religious, whether we are Scouts or 
not Scouts. We say it’s progressing, because learning 

and growing in faith never happen in a single moment. 
And we never “get it exactly or precisely right.” In fact, 
“we get it wrong a good bit.” Plus, God’s progressive 
process with us is not ever completely forward or 
upward. There are many dips and setbacks. Balaam 
learned some one day, some more another day, and 
some more still another day. Scouting is like that. Life 
is like that. God is working with us all the time so that 
we will be progressing learners, so that we will be 
people on a journey, both as God shows up on our 
journeys and as God seeks for us every day to be 
journeying with helpfulness in relation to all others, 
doing that as progressing learners.  

There’s a saying, “Our work is never done.” Well, 
our theology – our studying God and God’s studying 
us, and guiding us, among so many who are different 
from us – our theology is never done, because God is 
never done with us. The sooner in life we learn that, the 
more attuned to God’s guidance we will be for serving 
with people who are different from us – and with 
people who are similar to us. If you or I need a donkey 
to tell us, “Danger! Danger – when you go your own 
way,” and if we need a donkey to tell us, “God will not 
lead you wrongly,” then don’t we pray God will give 
us a donkey like Balaam’s? If you are ever in a car with 
a friend or a family member, and you’re driving past 
First Presbyterian-Bryan, and someone in the car 
notices a donkey grazing in the church yard, and asks 
you, “Do the Presbyterians know there’s a donkey in 
their church yard?” You can answer, “They probably 
do. They hope all donkeys remind them that God is 
always trying to get their attention – every day – so that 
they will be progressing learners and servants of God – 
like some businessman named Balaam a long time ago 
in the Bible needed a donkey to remind him of God 
seeking his attention for working with God’s people 
different from who he was.” And if your friend or 
family member asks, “Why can’t they just read the 
story in the Bible?” you can tell them, “They’ve got 
plenty of Bibles. I’ve seen the Bibles in the building, 
but they think they need to see donkeys – to REALLY 
remind them!” Even if you don’t hear a donkey talking, 
don’t presume you are doing everything God desires. 
Rather, as people of God, whether you are a Scout or a 
Presbyterian, or neither, or both, keep listening with the 
ears of your brain, with the ears of your soul, and with 
the ears of progressing learners as God is calling for 
your attention with a progressing theology for figuring 
out, on your life-journey, that God is guiding you to 
serve among and care for others – both those similar to 
you and those different from you. – All honor and 
praise be to God!  
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