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6
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 February 13, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP The Love of God is Greater Far arr. Lassiter 
 
 ANTHEM  “Oh, How I Love Jesus” with “Jesus Loves Me” HOW I LOVE JESUS | JESUS LOVES ME 

There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth; 
it sounds like music in my ear, the sweetest name on earth. 

REFRAIN   Oh, how I love Jesus; Oh, how I love Jesus; Oh, how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 
It tells me of a Savior's love, who died to set me free; 

             it tells me of his precious blood, the sinner's perfect plea.  REFRAIN 
It tells of one whose loving heart can feel my deepest woe; 

               who in each sorrow bears a part that none can bear below.  REFRAIN 
 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Jesus loves me he who died, heaven's gate to open wide. He will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. 
Jesus loves me, this I know, as he loved so long ago, taking children on his knee, saying, "Let them come to me." 

 
 OPENING SENTENCES Galatians 3:28-29 

Let us hear God’s Word through the Apostle writing to the Galatians: 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female as qualifying distinctions, 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus, according to God’s promise.” 

  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 
LITURGIST 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Becky Alter 
Janice Haverland 

Debe Shafer 
Ernie Wright 

 
MUSICIANS 

Michelle Lassiter, pianist 
Christine Larsen, organist 

 David Kipp,  
Director of Music Ministries 

 
AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada 
Jerry Norris 

Bobby Randolph 
Bill Watson 

 
COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

6
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022 
“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING” SUNDAY 

  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  1:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) go to Urban Air (FREE event!) 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2022 
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2022 
  9:30am Circle V-P  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2022 

Youth depart for Conclaves at Camp Cho-Yeh 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2022 

Youth Conclaves at Camp Cho-Yeh 
7

TH
 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

Youth return from Conclaves at Camp Cho-Yeh 
  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  
 

Following worship today, FPC youth 
will be at all sanctuary entrances with 

soup pots and pans to receive donations 
for Brazos Church Pantry. 

Might we define the 
“trouble” mentioned in

1st Kings 18:17-18? 



* HYMN NO. 14 (st. 1,2,4,5) For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 
               REFRAIN    Lord of all to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, 
           hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light:  REFRAIN 

 

REFRAIN For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 
              friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thought and mild:  REFRAIN 

 

REFRAIN For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given; 
              for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:  REFRAIN 

 
PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 

Let us join in prayer together . . . We praise you, Eternal One, that in sunlight by day or starlight by night, 
your Wisdom, Word, and Spirit illuminate life around us. When our doubts and our questions weigh us 
down, as well as when our confidence is adequate, or is even inflated, you ever draw near to us so that 
your grace transforms and leads us, for faithfully serving you, among all your people.  Yet we have failed 
you, and failed ourselves and others in relationships near and far. Forgive us the brokenness we have 
caused and endorsed, and all our sin. Continually re-plant us as seeds and seedlings of yours, for bearing 
the fruit you desire and intend, which we behold in Jesus Christ . . .           (We pray in silence.) 
Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING I Kings 18:17-18 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Voices That Challenge Us: (3) for Citizenship 

 
* HYMN NO. 339 (st. 1,3) Lift Every Voice and Sing LIFT EVERY VOICE 

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on, till victory is won. 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, keep us forever in the past, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land.  
 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION, ** AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . Gracious God, whatever day or Sunday it is, it is more joyful to serve you because you invite 
us to lives of sharing. It is more blessed, this life of sharing, in the company of brothers and sisters in the 
faith where our gifts are magnified through the bond of love. It is more blessed to give knowing that by our 
gifts of time, talents, energy, and resources we participate in your vision of a world transformed by grace 
and reconciliation. It is more blessed to give than to receive, which is to say, it is more like you, Good Lord, 
to give than to receive. Make us more like you – willing to turn out our pockets, turn over our lives, and turn 
toward our neighbor to serve the world your love. 
Receive our humble recognition of your extraordinary world – for things great and small, beautiful and 
awesome, for splendors seen and unseen. Receive our gratitude for simple pleasures found in Sabbath time, 
“down time,” replenishing time. Receive our praise for human experience-when talking and moving and 
thinking together; for common hopes and trials shared from birth until our dying. 
Give ear both to cries for solace from violence and to cries for the silencing of weapons. Give answer to 
quandaries of communities of faith as we seek to be faithful to the gospel, engaged with our neighbor, and 
led by the Holy Spirit. Give aid to those who, in sickness, suffer in body or in mind; heal those who, in grief, 
ache in soul and yearn in spirit. 
Bless processes of self-discovery and growth, that we may emerge from them reflecting more of your 
likeness. Bless our doubt, that in both questions and new perspectives we may venture to know you more 
completely. Bless words we exchange in relationships, that all people might be heard, known, and honored. 
Bless and keep your children, that we might be a blessing for our community and keepers of one another. 
It is more, this communion of the saints, than can be contained by time and space, and so we rejoice in our 
eternal fellowship with all your people of past and present. It is more, this life of ours, than we deserve or 
expect, and so we pray for the grace to share life freely. It is more, this world of yours, than we can faithfully 
travel through and care for alone, and so we pray for your continued guidance and presence with us. It is more, 
this call to follow Christ, than we can accomplish alone, and so we pray together as Christ taught, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 852 (st. 1,2,3) When the Lord Redeems the Very Least I’LL FLY AWAY 

When the Lord redeems the very least, we will rejoice. 
When the hungry gather for the feast, we will rejoice. 

 

                                        REFRAIN          We will rejoice with gladness. We will rejoice. 
All our days we’ll sing to God in praise. We will rejoice! 

 

When the Lord restores the sick and weak, we will rejoice.  
                 When the earth is given to the meek, we will rejoice.    REFRAIN 

 

When the Lord revives the world from death, we will rejoice. 
                  When the word of God fills every breath, we will rejoice.    REFRAIN 

  
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Toccata Gordon Young 
  + + + + + 

 
 

Page 2 Page 3 

______________ 
** Adapted from prayers by the Rev. Keatan King at FPC-Bryan, August 12, 2012 
 

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 
 



* HYMN NO. 14 (st. 1,2,4,5) For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 
               REFRAIN    Lord of all to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, 
           hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light:  REFRAIN 

 

REFRAIN For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 
              friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thought and mild:  REFRAIN 

 

REFRAIN For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given; 
              for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:  REFRAIN 

 
PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 

Let us join in prayer together . . . We praise you, Eternal One, that in sunlight by day or starlight by night, 
your Wisdom, Word, and Spirit illuminate life around us. When our doubts and our questions weigh us 
down, as well as when our confidence is adequate, or is even inflated, you ever draw near to us so that 
your grace transforms and leads us, for faithfully serving you, among all your people.  Yet we have failed 
you, and failed ourselves and others in relationships near and far. Forgive us the brokenness we have 
caused and endorsed, and all our sin. Continually re-plant us as seeds and seedlings of yours, for bearing 
the fruit you desire and intend, which we behold in Jesus Christ . . .           (We pray in silence.) 
Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING I Kings 18:17-18 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Voices That Challenge Us: (3) for Citizenship 

 
* HYMN NO. 339 (st. 1,3) Lift Every Voice and Sing LIFT EVERY VOICE 

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on, till victory is won. 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, keep us forever in the past, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land.  
 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION, ** AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . Gracious God, whatever day or Sunday it is, it is more joyful to serve you because you invite 
us to lives of sharing. It is more blessed, this life of sharing, in the company of brothers and sisters in the 
faith where our gifts are magnified through the bond of love. It is more blessed to give knowing that by our 
gifts of time, talents, energy, and resources we participate in your vision of a world transformed by grace 
and reconciliation. It is more blessed to give than to receive, which is to say, it is more like you, Good Lord, 
to give than to receive. Make us more like you – willing to turn out our pockets, turn over our lives, and turn 
toward our neighbor to serve the world your love. 
Receive our humble recognition of your extraordinary world – for things great and small, beautiful and 
awesome, for splendors seen and unseen. Receive our gratitude for simple pleasures found in Sabbath time, 
“down time,” replenishing time. Receive our praise for human experience-when talking and moving and 
thinking together; for common hopes and trials shared from birth until our dying. 
Give ear both to cries for solace from violence and to cries for the silencing of weapons. Give answer to 
quandaries of communities of faith as we seek to be faithful to the gospel, engaged with our neighbor, and 
led by the Holy Spirit. Give aid to those who, in sickness, suffer in body or in mind; heal those who, in grief, 
ache in soul and yearn in spirit. 
Bless processes of self-discovery and growth, that we may emerge from them reflecting more of your 
likeness. Bless our doubt, that in both questions and new perspectives we may venture to know you more 
completely. Bless words we exchange in relationships, that all people might be heard, known, and honored. 
Bless and keep your children, that we might be a blessing for our community and keepers of one another. 
It is more, this communion of the saints, than can be contained by time and space, and so we rejoice in our 
eternal fellowship with all your people of past and present. It is more, this life of ours, than we deserve or 
expect, and so we pray for the grace to share life freely. It is more, this world of yours, than we can faithfully 
travel through and care for alone, and so we pray for your continued guidance and presence with us. It is more, 
this call to follow Christ, than we can accomplish alone, and so we pray together as Christ taught, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 852 (st. 1,2,3) When the Lord Redeems the Very Least I’LL FLY AWAY 

When the Lord redeems the very least, we will rejoice. 
When the hungry gather for the feast, we will rejoice. 

 

                                        REFRAIN          We will rejoice with gladness. We will rejoice. 
All our days we’ll sing to God in praise. We will rejoice! 

 

When the Lord restores the sick and weak, we will rejoice.  
                 When the earth is given to the meek, we will rejoice.    REFRAIN 

 

When the Lord revives the world from death, we will rejoice. 
                  When the word of God fills every breath, we will rejoice.    REFRAIN 

  
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Toccata Gordon Young 
  + + + + + 
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** Adapted from prayers by the Rev. Keatan King at FPC-Bryan, August 12, 2012 
 

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 
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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 February 13, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP The Love of God is Greater Far arr. Lassiter 
 
 ANTHEM  “Oh, How I Love Jesus” with “Jesus Loves Me” HOW I LOVE JESUS | JESUS LOVES ME 

There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth; 
it sounds like music in my ear, the sweetest name on earth. 

REFRAIN   Oh, how I love Jesus; Oh, how I love Jesus; Oh, how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 
It tells me of a Savior's love, who died to set me free; 

             it tells me of his precious blood, the sinner's perfect plea.  REFRAIN 
It tells of one whose loving heart can feel my deepest woe; 

               who in each sorrow bears a part that none can bear below.  REFRAIN 
 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Jesus loves me he who died, heaven's gate to open wide. He will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. 
Jesus loves me, this I know, as he loved so long ago, taking children on his knee, saying, "Let them come to me." 

 
 OPENING SENTENCES Galatians 3:28-29 

Let us hear God’s Word through the Apostle writing to the Galatians: 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female as qualifying distinctions, 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus, according to God’s promise.” 

  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 
LITURGIST 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Becky Alter 
Janice Haverland 

Debe Shafer 
Ernie Wright 

 
MUSICIANS 

Michelle Lassiter, pianist 
Christine Larsen, organist 

 David Kipp,  
Director of Music Ministries 

 
AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada 
Jerry Norris 

Bobby Randolph 
Bill Watson 

 
COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

6
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022 
“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING” SUNDAY 

  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  1:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) go to Urban Air (FREE event!) 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2022 
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2022 
  9:30am Circle V-P  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2022 

Youth depart for Conclaves at Camp Cho-Yeh 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2022 

Youth Conclaves at Camp Cho-Yeh 
7

TH
 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

Youth return from Conclaves at Camp Cho-Yeh 
  9:00am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-Zoom 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403  
  9:20am Church School: Seekers Class-P  
  9:20am Church School: The Word Class-303  
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  
 

Following worship today, FPC youth 
will be at all sanctuary entrances with 

soup pots and pans to receive donations 
for Brazos Church Pantry. 

Might we define the 
“trouble” mentioned in

1st Kings 18:17-18? 



February 13, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 

commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the 
church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily 

Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you 
can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 

SEVEN VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to provide one 
cake for each month (one sugar free). Dig out your 
favorite recipe, family recipe, or try out a new one. 
Not a baker? Bring one from a local bakery. Contact 
Becky Alter (alter@suddenlink.net or 979.777.5383) 
to let her know you desire to provide a cake for the 

birthday lunch and on what birthday month table 
you would like for your cake to be featured. 

 
 
______________________________________________________________ 

The Session calls the Annual Meeting of the Congregation— 
Sunday, February 20, following worship during a lunch in Fellowship 
Hall. Annual Meeting booklets will be available and accessible on the 
church website at www.fpcbryan.org on Monday, February 14. If you 
are not able to get to the church and would like a copy mailed to you, 
please call Karen or Ted in the church office, 979.823.8073. 

Two (potential) recommendations to the congregation: (1) from the Session on a proposed change to the 
Pastors’ respective terms of call, from 2021 amounts to new levels for 2022 (6.0% increase to salary and 
housing), and (2) from the 2021 Nominating Committee a report related to at-large 2022 members will be on 
the docket for a congregational vote. The details of these changes will be posted in the meeting booklet. 

  

Everybody’s Birthday 
Celebration 

following worship, Sunday, February 20 

 

 

mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
mailto:alter@suddenlink.net
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
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----------------------- 

NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and/or fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is Noon, February 20. 
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, February 23, and cover news from March 3-16. 

Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
http://www.youtube.com/
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org


Voices That Challenge Us: (3) for Being Citizen-Disciples with a Capacity to Discern * 
*Third in a series of four, related to God’s credibility … The topics on which God’s credible voices 
challenge us include: identity; theology; citizenship; and God’s own unbounded Commonwealth. 

First Kings 18:17-18                               February 13, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr.            First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas 
 “Mommas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be 

Cowboys” was originally written in 1976 by Ed and Patsy 
Bruce and is often known through the version recorded 
by Willie Nelson and Waylon Jennings two years later. 
“Don’t let ‘em grow up to be cowboys” the song 
suggests, but “let ’em be doctors and lawyers and such.” 

The Scripture we read today is often read as choosing 
not what God might prefer between cowboys or doctors 
and lawyers, but between a prophet like Elijah or a king 
like Ahab. It is absolutely true that the writers of First 
Kings intend for readers to understand that Elijah is 
God’s representative for direction and correction, and 
King Ahab needs serious correction from God. (Please 
don’t, however, draw an early conclusion that I’m saying, 
“Parents, don’t let your babies grow up to be either 
prophets or monarchs or politicians. Let them, instead 
grow up to be doctors and lawyers and such. Hang with 
me.) In this story, King Ahab has endorsed influences into 
his kingdom which raise culture and religion and 
prosperity and wealth above the authority of God, who 
is the Eternal Sovereign of the Cosmos and the Giver of 
all good gifts. God sends Elijah to have this crucial 
confrontational conversation with King Ahab.  King Ahab 
recognizes Elijah and addresses him as “you troubler of 
Israel,” to which Elijah verbally holds up an imaginary 
mirror and says, “You want to know the troubler of 
Israel? It is not I. You’ve made the trouble for Israel.” 

According to the writers of this book, King Ahab’s 
decisions, priorities, and loyalties brought “holy values’ 
rot” to the society, and the lives of God’s people were 
adversely affected. God expected change from the King, 
and God called Elijah to be the messenger to notify the 
King. Let’s be clear with each other. Israel 750 years 
before Jesus was no democracy as is the United States 
two thousand years after Jesus. You and I are not being 
called for a face to face meeting with the King while the 
King is out checking on water sources in order to 
maintain basic services during the Kingdom’s pervasive 
drought. (Imagine a Governor of Texas whether 
Republican now or a Democrat some other time being 
out checking on the power grid stability before very cold 
or very hot weather. That’s what Ahab is doing.) Yes, 
Elijah was called for that task on that day. How might we 
be helped to hear God’s Word to us from their high 
stress encounter between King and Prophet twenty-
seven centuries ago and half-a-world away? 

There’s possibly a clue to our question in another 
Country song written two years before “Mommas Don’t 
Let Your Babies…” In 1974, Don and Harold Reid wrote a 
song recorded by The Statler Brothers, “Whatever 
Happened to Randolph Scott?” From 1928 to 1962, Mr. 
Scott was a Hollywood movie leading man in western 
films. The song is a poetic lament that culture has 
changed from the stereotype of heroes wearing white 
hats and villains wearing dark hats. “Everybody knows 
when you go the show, you can’t take the kids along. 
You’ve gotta read the paper and know the code of G, PG, 
R and X. You gotta know what the movie’s about before 
you even go. Tex Ritter’s gone and Disney’s dead. The 
screen is filled with sex. Whatever happened to 
Randolph Scott ridin’ the range alone… Whatever 
happened to Randolph Scott has happened to the best 
of me. Everybody’s trying to make a comment about our 
doubts and fears. Whatever happened to Randolph Scott 
has happened to the best of me.”  

I understand this song. My dad and mom understood 
this song. In the mid-1970s people yearned for simple 
characterizations: Randolph Scott riding the range alone, 
a bigger than life hero who could “whip the bad guys.” 
And from the Bible, isn’t a stereotypical reading that we 
prefer a simple characterization which suggests choosing 
Elijah or choosing Ahab? Choosing the Prophet of God 
enduring hardship with the common citizens? Or 
choosing the King selling out sacred values and common 
people as priorities in exchange for the worship of 
wealth, self-indulgence, religious idolatry, and political 
entanglements? Surely, if you and I lived in that time we 
would choose Elijah and not Ahab, wouldn’t we? 
“Whatever happened to Randolph Scott has happened 
to the best of me.” We know that the world is not that 
simple today, even if we wish it were. I’m not certain it 
was really so simple in Elijah’s time with Ahab. And I’m 
beginning to think it wasn’t that simple either in the time 
of Randolph Scott’s film career, although some may have 
thought it was. Twenty-seven hundred years ago, people 
in Israel’s Kingdom were experiencing tremendous 
economic and agricultural adversity during a devastating 
drought. The common people of King Ahab’s jurisdiction 
would have loved for a Randolph-Scott-Western-
cowboy-hero to ride in and “make everything all better.” 

What if we did not jump at the temptation to say, 
“I’m with God’s Prophet Elijah? Isn’t that the right 



answer? Isn’t Elijah the Randolph Scott character of this 
story? That’s good enough. Now, can we go do 
something fun?” What if we do not jump at that first 
temptation? What if the world is more complicated than 
“one or the other”? What if this story calls us not to be 
so identified with Elijah that we buy-into the stereo-type 
of Elijah as the religious ‘Randolph Scott hero,’ so story 
over?” 

This Bible story crosses cultures and crosses 
centuries. It translates, maybe at first not easily, but I am 
convinced it translates across centuries with nuances 
direct and indirect so that lives can be genuinely 
changed, even yours and mine. But this doesn’t happen 
easily. It may take a while. Even decades through one’s 
life. And we only hinder the process if we are beholden 
to easy “good guy/good gal and bad guy/bad gal” 
stereotypes. 

President Abraham Lincoln was not King Ahab, nor 
was he Elijah. The abolitionists thought he was too 
cautious and conservative. Those with slave holding 
interests thought he was too radical. His was the task of 
listening and discerning, not to preserve his polling 
numbers as a candidate and elected office-holder but to 
grow in serving faithfully for the higher good of all. 

My parents taught me generally about avoiding 
stereotypes and over-simplified choices, you know, 
“Elijah? or Ahab? – the hero or the villain?” As an eleven 
year old in the summer of 1964, my home community 
was on the threshold of our second year of 
desegregation, of students of all racial groups attending 
public school together. Year one had gone well, and the 
summer of integrated Little League Baseball had gone 
well. I sat on the floor in the living room on Saturday 
afternoon of August 22. My dad sat on the sofa behind 
me studying his adult Sunday school class for the next 
day. The television was broadcasting a credentials’ 
hearing at the Democratic National Convention in New 
Jersey. The previous month we had watched the 
Republican National Convention together, held in San 
Francisco. I’d not seen before people in suits and dresses 
booing at other people in suits and dresses, but 
Republicans did that in 1964 because conservatives 
wanted moderates to have no majority, and moderates 
resented conservatives to have no majority. Now, in 
August, it was the Democrats’ turn.  

I did not understand it all, but apparently the 
Mississippi state delegation appeared in two groups, 
Black and White. On the television, I was watching a 47 
year old African-American woman address the 
committee. Her name was Fannie Lou Hamer. She talked 
about trying to register to vote, being harassed, being 

evicted, being beaten. When she finished the room 
erupted with applause. In a few hours, when delegates 
were being seated in the convention hall, the White 
Mississippi delegates walked out rather than sit with two 
at-large delegates from the Freedom Democratic 
delegation which the Credentials Committee had 
determined would be seated. But then the rest of the 
Freedom delegates walked out also. It seemed to me at 
11 years old that no one was happy.  Fifty-seven years 
later, I saw that a biography was published about Fannie 
Lou Hamer, so I bought it (Kate Clifford Larson’s “Walk 
with Me” [2021]). It helped me understand that 
President Johnson was afraid he would lose the South if 
Fannie Lou Hamer’s Freedom Delegation was seated. 
Even Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., relented to the 
President’s instincts, and endorsed the compromise of 
only two Mississippi Freedom Delegates being seated. 
Political work is messy, and even compromises are not 
always possible. But equal participatory citizenship 
cannot fail, can it, without devastating results? 

My parents were right to help my brother and sister 
and me know stories like the one of Elijah being sent to 
tell King Ahab that his policies were oppressive to 
common people and offensive to God. My parents were 
right to teach us that life as citizens being faithful to God 
is more complex than easy stereotypes of “cowboys and 
lawyers and doctors and such” and more complex than 
ideologies of hard conservative and hard liberal.  

Maybe most importantly that day, by my dad staying 
in the room behind me while the television was on, I was 
learning, as an eleven-year-old, that Elijah was on target 
to say to the King, “There’s the trouble you have caused 
benefiting those you favor, and there’s the good trouble 
from God for life-being-made-new among all of God’s 
people.” Now, as a sixty-eight year old, I can also still 
hear and know how important it was for Ms. Hamer to 
say when I was only 11: “I have been assaulted, and I 
have been in jail all on account of we want to register, to 
become first-class citizens. And if the Freedom 
Democratic Party is not seated now, I question America. 
Is this America, the land of the free and the home of the 
brave, where we have to sleep with our telephones off 
the hooks because our lives be threatened daily, because 
we want to live as decent human beings, in America? 
Thank you” (p.175). That was 1964. God’s voice can 
challenge us many times, from many places, from the 
lives of many people. Whenever we sell out to the over-
simplified or the stereotypical, we shall surely miss God’s 
“real deal” in life for ALL people being made new 
together, near and far, similar and different. Who wants 
to miss that? – All honor and praise be to God!
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