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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 February 27, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www. fpcbryan. org  

 
 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND 2021 “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” PRESENTATION 
 
 PRELUDE Because He Lives arr. Fred Bock 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 33:21-22 

Let us hear God’s Word through one of the psalmists: 
“Our hearts are glad in you, O God, because we trust in your holy name.  
Let your steadfast love be upon us for the entire time that we trust in you, and forevermore!” 

 
* HYMN NO. 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST DENIO 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.  

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might: 
thy justice, like mountains high soaring above; thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.  

 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small. In all life thou livest, the true life of all.  
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.  

 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light. Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.  
All praise we would render; O help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGIST 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Becky Alter 
Clarissa Kennedy 
Michael Kennedy 

Ernie Wright 
 

MUSICIANS 
Michelle Lassiter, pianist 

Pop-up Choir 
Travis Angel, 

Guest Director and Song Leader 
 

AUDIO | VISUAL 
Yesdel Benitez Posada 

Nicole McKinley 
Jerry Norris 
Bill Watson 

 

COVER ART 
“Jesus exorcising the 

Canaanite Woman's daughter” from 
Très Riches Heures du Duc de Berry, 

Belgium, 15th century 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD, FEBRUARY 27, 2022 
  9:20am Church School-VC 
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
10:20am Called Session Meeting-L 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Session Stated Meeting-Pt 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2022 
  2:00pm Congregational Care Committee-L 
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2022 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L 
  5:45pm Ash Wednesday Supper and Chili Cook-off-Pt 
  6:45pm Ash Wednesday Worship-S * 
 (with Lord’s Supper and Imposition of Ashes) 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2022 
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast rescheduled to March 10 

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2022 
  9:30am World Day of Prayer-First United Methodist Church, Bryan 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022 
 

1
ST
 SUNDAY IN LENT, MARCH 6, 2022 

“STOCK THE PANTRY” (canned fruit and peanut butter) 
  9:20am Church School-VC 
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
* Loving childcare provided. 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you 
are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit.  
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all.  
 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Holy and compassionate God, the heavens declare your glory and all creation 
testifies to your genius. Receive our praise this day for your works created with intricacy, variety, and 
love.  Forgive us in all that we have failed you, failed in living up to who you intend for us to be, and failed 
others and this, your world, when you desire us to offer ourselves in mutual care and healthy partnership. 
Meet us again. Restore us to wholeness. Make us new in the way and spirit of Jesus Christ, for serving you 
near and far, among one and all, similar and different, as we always are . . .       (We pray in silence.) 
God’s forgiveness, healing, and wholeness are revealed in Jesus, friend of sinners. Among all of God’s 
people, be joyful and grateful! 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

 GOD’S WORD Mark 7:24-30 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God! 
 

 ANTHEM Open My Eyes, That I May See (Hymn No. 451) OLD HUNDREDTH 
Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me. 

Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear. 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. Open my ears; illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere. 
Open my heart, and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share. 

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. Open my heart; illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 

 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Voices That Challenge Us: (4) for God’s Own Unbounded Commonwealth 
 

 HYMN NO. 469  (sing several times) Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying CHILDREN PRAYING 
    Lord, listen to your children praying. Lord, send your Spirit in this place.  

Lord, listen to your children praying. Send us love; send us power, send us grace.  
 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . O One upon the throne of the Universe, outpouring your very self in redeeming love among 
persons of all backgrounds and in all times and places:  Receive our thanks for your gifts in abundance and 
for abundant life.  Grant that your mercies and power to transform life are experienced by each of us and 
all others in the processes of giving and receiving with grace and dignity.  Tune the melodies of gratitude 
and appreciation within us: for the sacrifices of previous generations; for the constructive possibilities of 
democracy; for liberation from whatever enslaves; for the generosity of time, talent, and resources which 
persons contribute to aid one another and increase the common good; for opportunities of service and 
fellowship which witness to and reinforce your blessing of care and love for each girl and boy, woman and 
man.  Deliver each individual and every group from fears and self-absorption; from envy and resentment; 
from apathy and self-centeredness; from debilitating illness and injury – physical and emotional; from 
unhealthy agendas and regrettable words and actions; from resistance to reconciliation and new relational 
possibilities; from entrapment by cultural pressures and destructive influences. With strength and mercy, O 

Source of Goodness, heal and save, as only you can.  In the way and spirit of Jesus Christ, change and guide 
us: to cherish your wisdom; to sense the communion you create among those of past and present, known 
and unknown to us; to embrace your majestic desire for communities of respect and peace; to celebrate the 
risks of discipleship you encourage us to exercise. And we pray as Jesus taught the community of faith to 
believe and give voice, saying . . .  
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.  

 

* HYMN NO. 301 (st. 1,2,4,5) Let Us Build a House TWO OAKS 
Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

 a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.  
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
 here the love of Christ shall end divisions: all are welcome, 
 all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.  

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew.  

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as we claim the faith of Jesus: all are welcome, 

all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.    

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 
 to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known.  
 Here the outcast and the laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
 let this bring an end to fear and danger: all are welcome, 
 all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.  

 

 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.  
 Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: all are welcome, 
 all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.  

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

* POSTLUDE Let All Things Now Living arr. Mark Hayes
 arr. Cy  + + + + + 

 At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex.  
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex.  Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance.  
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker.  
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church (979. 
823. 8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan. org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan. org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation.  
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10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
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Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
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1
ST
 SUNDAY IN LENT, MARCH 6, 2022 

“STOCK THE PANTRY” (canned fruit and peanut butter) 
  9:20am Church School-VC 
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10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
* Loving childcare provided. 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you 
are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit.  
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all.  
 



February 27, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 

Lent 2022 begins Ash Wednesday, March 2. FPC will 
offer a fellowship supper at 6:00pm (see below) and 

worship at 6:45pm with Lord’s Supper and 
imposition of ashes. Scriptures passages will mostly 
be drawn from the book of Exodus. FPC’s devotional 

booklet JOURNEY THROUGH EXODUS will be 
available at the church and online from our church 

website’s homepage, www.fpcbryan.org. 
 

This year’s Ash Wednesday Supper on March 2 will be 
held in the Indoor Patio and will include a Chili Cook-off! 
SIX entrants are invited to participate. Sampling/voting 

will be from 5:45pm-6:00pm. (3 winners will be 
announced at 6:15pm.) The meal will be from 6:00pm-

6:30pm. Entry Deadline: MON, FEB 28. 
To enter, contact Julie Truax, julie_truax@outlook.com or 

979.571.4610. Entry forms are available in the Narthex. 
----------------------- 

NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and/or fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer needs. While 
users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” Contact Karen in the 

church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is Noon, Sunday, March 6. This newsletter will be distributed 
Wednesday, March 9, and cover news from March 17-30. Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

All are invited to 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
FRIDAY, MARCH 4 

 

“I know the plans I have for you” ─Jer. 29:11 
 

Written by women from 
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland 

 

In-person, on-site and by Zoom 
Gathering as early as 9:30am 
Program begins at 10:00am 

Soup and Cornbread Lunch follows 
 

First United Methodist Church 
Bryan (Heritage Center) 
Masks are encouraged. 

For Zoom Meeting ID or to RSVP, contact: 
Shelby Rowan, shelbyrowan@suddenlink.net   

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SUPPER 
a n d  Ch ili Cook -off 

 

http://www.fpcbryan.org/
mailto:julie_truax@outlook.com
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http://www.youtube.com/
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Voices That Challenge Us: (4) for God’s Own Unbounded Commonwealth* 
*Fourth in a series of four, related to God’s credibility … The topics on which God’s credible voices 
challenge us include: identity; theology; citizenship; and God’s own unbounded Commonwealth. 

Mark 7:24-30 February 27, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas 
Pastor Emily asked me a few days ago, “How are 

you going to approach the Transfiguration story 
from Scripture this Sunday?” I said, “I’m not 
preaching from the Transfiguration story.” She said, 
“Isn’t the Transfiguration of Jesus usually the 
Scripture before Lent begins?” (Mark 9:2-8; 
Matthew 17:1-8; Luke 9:28-36). I replied, “That’s 
correct. The Sunday preceding Lent, we usually read 
the Transfiguration story of three disciples saying, 
‘That’s amazing! On this mountain, God’s light 
shining from the sun revealing to us who Jesus is, 
how he is God’s representative in the way of Moses 
and Elijah.’ But I’ve been thinking that it would be 
helpful to look at a story where Jesus is the one who 
says, “That’s amazing!” The Transfiguration is the 
story wherein three disciples say, “That’s amazing! 
To recognize Jesus for who he is!” Yet in the story of 
the healing of the Syro-Phoenician woman’s 
daughter, Jesus is the one who says, “That’s 
amazing! I can give attention to a non-Jew whose 
faith is as great or greater than religious leaders of 
my own tradition! I can do that, and what a 
difference it makes in my life and faith!” We say we 
should learn from Jesus. This could help us. 

When Jesus was pausing to catch his breath and 
take a break, a non-Israelite woman makes her way 
to him and says: “Teacher, please cast out from my 
daughter what causes her severe illness!” We are 
told the woman was from a region surrounding 
Israel, but she was not an Israelite.” Jesus replies, 
“My mission is supposed to be to the people of the 
tradition of Israel. You want my attention and 
energy when you and your daughter are not of the 
tradition of Israel?” But, according to the story, 
Jesus’ exact quote is a “cute saying” related to life in 
a kitchen and dining area where small children are 
fed, and house puppies are in the room. He said, 
“Let the children (of Israel) be fed first. It wouldn’t 
be right to take food for the children of my religious 
tradition from the top of their table and drop it to 
the floor for the puppies, would it?” Then the non-
Israelite mother answers Jesus extending his own 

illustration when she says: “Even the puppies under 
the table are happy to eat the crumbs the children 
drop.” Then Jesus remarks, “That’s amazing! For 
your faith and wisdom, take my word for it: Your 
daughter is being healed right now.” 

We cannot know exactly what was in Jesus’ 
mind, what his thought processes were, but we can 
know where his thought emerges! He uses an 
analogy of preserving food for the children of his 
national and ethnic tradition, and the woman 
responds expanding Jesus’ own analogy positively. 
He is amazed; and this story is recorded in Scripture 
and repeated for people down the years, including 
you and me and all others in this and any time. Jesus 
is amazed at the accuracy of what she says. Are we? 

Sometime around 1970, a professor by the name 
of Ed Farley at Vanderbilt University’s School of 
Theology preached a sermon entitled, 
“Boundedness: The Provincialist Capture of the 
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Dr Farley’s thesis is 
that when God’s people in the Christian tradition 
put up boundaries to “protect” the “true Christian 
faith,” what happens is that provincialism is 
institutionalized, and boundaries around faith in 
Jesus capture what God in Jesus never intends to be 
captured. Don’t you see that Mark tells this story of 
a time when Jesus answered a non-Israelite 
woman’s question with a reply indicating there was 
a priority focus on his mission; and she replied, “I’ll 
take even the crumbs of your attention and the 
crumbs of God’s healing power and outreach in 
love.” Whereupon Jesus says, “That’s amazing! Of 
course, you will. Of course, you are correct. God’s 
love through me is not limited to my religious 
tradition as that of Israel. It’s unbounded; and what 
a difference that makes for one and all!” 

Presbyterian Hebrew and Bible professor Gene 
March was born in 1935. When he was 74 years old, 
he wrote “God’s Tapestry: Reading the Bible in a 
World of Religious Diversity,” In that brief book, Dr. 
March tells of receiving a phone call from his mother 
when he was about 50, and she was in her 70s. She 



was complaining to him about a feminist prayer in a 
Presbyterian Women’s Bible study book.  He asked 
her to read the prayer in the book over the phone to 
him.  When she did, he recognized that the wording 
of the prayer utilized verses from the book of the 
prophet Isaiah, chapters 42, 49, and 66. The words 
were comparing God in relation to God’s people to 
a mother who is pregnant and who, after the birth 
of the child holds the child and feeds the child at her 
breasts. Dr. March said, “Mom, that language is 
straight out of the Bible.” She said, “It is not.” He 
said, “Yes, it is.” When he suggested she retrieve her 
Bible and look up the verses in those three chapters 
of Isaiah, she did; and then she said, “Why didn’t 
anyone ever tell me those verses were there?” 
(Preface, pp. xiii-xv).  Aren’t you and I and others like 
Dr. March’s mother when we hear that God’s love is 
out there beyond our accustomed boundaries, and 
“out there” with blessed expressions in people’s 
lives different from the way we have often thought, 
within our presumed provincialism and limited 
boundaries?  

From 1971 until 1975 my work scholarship at 
Baylor University was serving as the equipment 
manager and “go-fer” for Track and Field coach 
Clyde Hart. Across those four years, Coach Hart gave 
me instructions more than once in three ways. (1) 
When I seemed skeptical of what he asked, he’d say, 
“Foote, just trust me on this. Just trust me on this 
one.” (2) When I wondered why standards or norms 
were at a higher-than-average level, he’d say, 
“Foote, it may sometimes cost a good bit more to 
travel ‘first class,’ but it only costs a little more to be 
‘first class.’” (3) And when I had less than a positive 
attitude, he’d say, “Foote, it does cost something to 
be gracious, and that something often is effort.” Just 
trust me on this. It only costs a little more to be first 
class. What is costs to be gracious often is effort. 
Aren’t those, in essence, God’s words to God’s 
people and Jesus’ words to his disciples? Isn’t that 
what Jesus expressed in reply to the non-Israelite 
woman when he was amazed at her insightful and 
witty comment? What it costs to be gracious in the 
boundless love from God which reaches out to and 
includes us and others / what it costs to be gracious 
in that boundless love from God is effort. 

Octavius Catto was born in 1839 in South 
Carolina, the son of a mixed-race mother and an 

African American former slave father who was a 
Presbyterian minister. The family moved north to 
Philadelphia. Octavius, in his young adulthood, 
worked to recruit African American soldiers to the 
Union’s war effort. He was also an organizer and 
important player among African American baseball 
teams. He firmly believed racial and ethnic 
relationships could improve when athletic contests 
were played between teams of different racial and 
ethnic communities. And he was an outspoken 
voting rights’ advocate, following the adoption of 
the 15th amendment to the U.S. Constitution. In 
1871, when African American males were allowed to 
vote, on election day, 32-year-old Octavius was 
gunned down by an Irish-Catholic Democrat who 
opposed African-American Republicans voting. 
Doesn’t it take effort to see beyond boundedness 
and prejudice to practice graciousness and equal 
citizenship?  

Seeing and hearing the boldness of the non-
Israelite woman expressing her faith, Jesus’ 
awareness of the unboundedness of God’s love 
deepens him internally/ in his soul and self, with the 
result being that his awareness of the 
unboundedness of God’s love broadens him and 
broadens others externally – in relationships as with 
this non-Israelite woman and her daughter (whom 
he never met). In God’s kingdom and 
commonwealth in any time-period, don’t we 
experience God’s boundlessness when we 
experience God’s people in all their variety, 
uniqueness, and even boldness?  As Jesus expresses, 
“It’s amazing.” As Clyde Hart expressed, “It always 
takes some effort to practice – being gracious does.” 
But it’s in there – in the Bible. When we read Mark 
7 or its parallel in Matthew 15 (verses 21-28), we 
don’t have to ask anymore, “Why didn’t someone 
tell me that’s in the Bible?” Even Jesus was amazed 
at the insight that God’s love is unbounded! And 
what a difference that made for a non-Israelite 
woman and her daughter one day. What an amazing 
difference it still makes for you and me and others – 
giving effort to live from God’s grace! 

– All honor and praise be to God. 
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