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THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1
ST

 SUNDAY IN LENT | “STOCK THE PANTRY”, MARCH 6, 2022 
  9:20am Adult Church School-VC 
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen  

  4:00pm Brazos Valley Chorale Concert-S 
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2022 
  1:00pm Circle III-P 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022 
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10 
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner-Carter's Burger, Bryan 
THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2022 
  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-FH  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2022 
SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2022 
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ND
 SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 13, 2022 

  2:00am DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 
  9:20am Adult Church School-VC 
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

* Loving childcare provided.

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 March 6, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire arr. A.C. Lovelace 
    (See Hymn No. 693 for lyrics.) 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Colossians 1:15-20,27 

Paul, the Apostle, wrote: 
“Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
the one in whom the mystery of God’s glory is shared  
for liberation and healing from bold and humble love.” 
 

* HYMN NO. 693 Though I May Speak GIFT OF LOVE 
Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

and have the gift to all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

 

Though I may give all I possess, 
and striving so my love profess, 
but not be given by love within, 

the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control; 
our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
by this we worship, and are freed. 

  
 
  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGIST 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Gilbert Gonzalez 
Sherry Hinnant 

Scott Shafer 
Ethan Truax 

 

MUSICIANS 
Kathrine MacNeil, organist 

 Rachel Cochrane, song leader 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Adam Hartman 
Nicole McKinley 

Jerry Norris 
Bobby Randolph 

 

COVER ART 

“Moses before the Burning Bush” 
by Arnold Friberg 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019 
CVLI 504246321 

OneLicense.net A-718836 
 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

Move your clock AHEAD 
ONE HOUR before you go to bed 

on SATURDAY, MARCH 12 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Holy Sovereign, we praise you for goodness and beauty in all forms. We praise 
you for love that is both foundational and uplifting. Yet our schedules, beliefs, attitudes, responsibilities, 
habits, and customs become boundaries between you and us and between us and others of your people. 
These affect the ways you desire for us to relate. Truly, our preferences for our routines and allegiances 
de-sensitize us to your call and outreach to us. Forgive this and all our sin. Aid us in perceiving your holy 
presence through the competing elements of life, the pressures to conform, and the temptations to 
surrender to values other than your grace, mercy, love, and faithfulness. Make us new in the way of Jesus 
Christ for serving you among all your people, always to your glory and honor . . .  

(We pray in silence.) 

Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION The Staircase – When I AM Calls, Claims, and Promises 

 
* HYMN NO. 307 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA 

God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; 
crown thine ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 

 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 

 

Cure thy children’s warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore. 
Let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION TO THE EUCHARISTIC TABLE 

 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, CONSECRATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . For your love from eternity, O Holy and Magnificent One, we offer thanksgiving that lives 
can be changed, that conflict can be diminished and even reconciled, that basic resources can be 
provided, that relationships can be healed, that when lost, we can be welcomed home. As we remember 
with gratitude your self-giving across the ages, we are especially grateful for the birth, life, ministry, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who, in spirit and in truth is alive among us still. As you welcome 
and host us again from this table, take these common elements of field and vine, and – as we partake – 
bring us to renewed strength in Christ, not ever for who we would shape ourselves to be, but for whom 
you would transform us to be as Jesus’ disciples. Chase and purge from us both hate and self-
righteousness, both apathy and compulsiveness, both arrogance and hyper-sensitivity, both resentment 
and alienation, both hopelessness and despair. Whether our infirmities are physical, emotional, spiritual, 
or relational, extend your wide reach and bring wholeness to individuals, households, communities, 
nations, and world. Where there is cruelty and destruction, bring freedom, courage, and care which 
never end. Hear us, also, this morning praying once more, as Jesus taught the communities of faith to 
believe and give voice: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

  BREAKING, POURING, AND PARTAKING 
 

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray together . . . Having been nourished and given drink from this table and fellowship, O God, 
take our minds, bodies, words, relationships, and actions, and break and pour and distribute these, so 
that our outreach and witness as disciples of Jesus is your outreach and witness to all your people, 
from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 694 Great God of Every Blessing AURELIA 

Great God of every blessing, of faithful, loving care, you are the fount of goodness, the daily bread we share. 
How can we hope to thank you? Our praise is but a start: sincerely and completely, I offer you my heart. 

 

Your Word is our salvation, the source of endless grace, in death and life extending your covenant embrace. 
In Christ we are one body; each member has a part: sincerely and completely, I offer you my heart. 

 

Your Spirit is our teacher, the light that guides our search, transforming broken people into the holy church. 
For feeding us with mercy, for wisdom you impart: sincerely and completely, I offer you my heart. 

 
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Take My Life, and Let It Be arr. Wilbur Held 
    (See Hymn No. 697 for lyrics.) 
  + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on the tables in 
the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our building and need 
assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in the narthex, where the 
worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 March 6, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire arr. A.C. Lovelace 
    (See Hymn No. 693 for lyrics.) 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Colossians 1:15-20,27 

Paul, the Apostle, wrote: 
“Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
the one in whom the mystery of God’s glory is shared  
for liberation and healing from bold and humble love.” 
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Though I may give all I possess, 
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but not be given by love within, 

the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control; 
our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
by this we worship, and are freed. 

  
 
  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 
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We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

Move your clock AHEAD 
ONE HOUR before you go to bed 

on SATURDAY, MARCH 12 



March 6, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or 
transfer of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening 

your commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or 
call the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor 
Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday 

when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 
Lent 2022 began Ash Wednesday, March 2. Scriptures passages are mostly drawn from the 
book of Exodus. FPC’s devotional booklet JOURNEY THROUGH EXODUS is available at 
entrances to sanctuary and online from our church website’s homepage, www.fpcbryan.org. 

 
GET READY! “THE BIG EVENT” IS COMING TO FPC-BRYAN! 

Mark your calendar for The Big Event happening at our church on Saturday, March 26! Texas 
A&M students will be here to team up with FPC-Bryan members and friends to spruce up 
the place. Property Committee Elders Gilbert Gonzalez, Cheryl Moreno, and Tom Reed are 
looking for your input. To date, raking leaves, cleaning out the lower gutters, and deep 
cleaning the Fellowship Hall Kitchen are on the list. What do you see? What areas of the church do you think 
could use a touch-up? Are you available to be here on the 26th to work side by side with these students? Please 
email Cheryl, jaclmoreno@suddenlink.net, with your suggestions and/or your availability! 
 

UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL 
The current Russian invasion that started on February 24 follows eight years of conflict between Russia and Ukraine. 
Hundreds of thousands of people across the country are enduring bombings and assault by Russian military forces; and 
have lost power, been cut off from water and fuel. As people head toward the western regions, there is a shortage of 
food and other basic supplies. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is responding to the situation in Ukraine, both financial 
and technical assistance as the network of faith communities providing humanitarian assistance grows in the months 
ahead. Give. Act. Pray. Here’s how you can give:  

1. Make check payable to: FPC-Bryan (NOTE: DR000156-Ukraine) 
2. Text PDAUKR to 41444 
3. Go to: https://tinyurl.com/59m3bfpv   
4. Click on the QR Code to your left 

----------------------- 
NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and/or fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer needs. 
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” Contact 

Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is Noon, today. This newsletter will be distributed 
Wednesday, March 9, and cover news from March 17-30. Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
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The Staircase When I AM Calls, Claims, and Promises 
Exodus 3:1-8a,13-15 March 06, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church – Bryan, Texas 

Many times this Scripture from Exodus, chapter 
3, has been read and interpreted placing the focus on 
either what it means to be “standing on holy ground” 
or what it means for God to report to Moses that 
God’s name and major personality characteristic is 
“I Am Who I Am, and I Will Be Who I Will Be.” In 
focusing primarily on “holy ground” or on God’s “I 
AM name,” a key aspect of God’s call, claim, and 
promise to Moses is very often skipped, that being 
how God’s call, claim, and promise to Moses 
include a political dimension! 

During the 1960s and the early 1970s when the 
United States’ was involved with the war in 
Vietnam, and in times before that and since, it has 
been said, “Don’t mix religion and politics.” In a 
democracy, not mixing religion and politics is 
important. Decisions of conscience are related (1) to 
religion and faith. (2) Decisions of conscience are 
related to political philosophy and candidates. In our 
Presbyterian tradition back to 1649 in England and 
Scotland, the Westminster Confession of Faith 
declares, “God alone is Lord of each person’s 
conscience, and even faith communities must 
respect and not destroy this liberty of conscience, 
which includes reason” [from “Of Christian Liberty 
and Liberty of Conscience,” para. 2]. Decisions of 
conscience are crucial: (1) within faith 
communities; and are crucial (2) to citizens who 
may or may not be political office-holders or 
government employees. Everyone has a conscience 
for sensitivity to faith, life issues, ethics, values, and 
relationships; so religion and politics require tender 
care and respect. 

The root of the English word “politics” 
originates with the Greek word “polis,” which, for 
the Greeks, was “the city-state.” In our time and 
culture, we often call this “the larger community.” 
So, politics – at its basic and necessary role – is the 
function of people together as the larger community. 
God called Moses to be led, and that leading was to 
speak to the King of Egypt seeking the liberation of 
the Hebrew slaves, because God was seeking their 
liberation; and God was seeking Moses as a primary 
partner in that liberation effort. God’s call, claim, 

and promise to Moses included this political 
dimension. You and I might say, “That was Moses. 
I am not Moses.” That’s accurate and true.  You are 
not Moses. I am not Moses. What, though, is God 
seeking in God’s call, claim, and promise with your 
life today? And with my life today?  

Several years ago someone introduced me to the 
idea that life has at least two general categories: the 
personal and the public. From a Scripture like 
Exodus, chapter 3, Moses’ personal life is engaged 
by God and brought along to intersect with and 
include the public life.  The heart of this story is 
God’s self-introduction to Moses while Moses was 
tending sheep.  

The “backstory” goes like this: Moses was raised 
from infancy as a foster-child in the household of 
Pharaoh. As a late teen or young adult, he became a 
fugitive when he killed one of Pharaoh’s slave 
overseers who was beating a slave. He fled Egypt; 
and he was hired out east in the desert as a wage-
earning shepherd. Now he’s wandered upon a bush 
as bright as fire. Here he has a mystical encounter 
with The Holy One beyond time and in the midst of 
time. This, we can say, is the scary part: God’s call 
to Moses. Another perspective is that Moses 
realization of God’s call to him and God’s claim 
upon him create a sense within him that his life is 
not his, but God’s; and this creates a sense that his 
life is taking a turn to intersect with and become 
coordinated by God’s desire. A slave people with 
whom Moses is familiar are in need, and God is 
calling Moses to become a partner with them and to 
be a conduit for communicating God’s 
encouragement and liberation to them. Do you see 
how partnerships and encouragement toward 
liberation are essential elements of public life? It’s 
the political dimension, we can say. The affairs of 
the larger community. 

Think with me for a moment about electrical 
currents. Direct current is somewhat simpler than 
alternating current.  Direct current is exemplified as 
what’s generated from batteries. Think about a 
flashlight or a battery powered toy, even an light 
bulb powered by a simple direct current. Alternating 



current is often considered more complex and more 
powerful. Alternating current is associated with 
power grids, with electrical power sources running 
refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, electric 
furnaces, etc. Moses’ time as a shepherd was a 
welcome “direct current” chapter in his life. On the 
run from the stress of seeing injustice and lashing 
out with a violent reaction and mortal injury 
consequences, out east in the desert he’s found his 
“direct current” daily power: take care of the flock. 
Now the Holy One who reveals the name “I AM,” 
or “I AM WHO I AM, and I WILL BE WHO I 
WILL BE” calls Moses back to challenges that 
require God’s alternating power source for wisdom, 
courage, discernment, and trust. Isn’t there a part of 
you – I know there is a part of me – which prefers 
most days to be “direct current days” – power 
flowing directly and with steady low voltage to get 
us through? But chapters in life come upon us like 
Moses turning the corner to behold a bush bright as 
fire that won’t diminish, because I AM is in the 
vicinity speaking of challenges lying ahead which 
will require “alternating current” types of power. 
Only God’s alternating current power will prevail. 
In such seasons and challenges, it’s a very good 
thing that we belong to God and not to ourselves. 

In 1964, Bel Kaufman wrote the book, “Up the 
Down Staircase,” which was later made into a 
movie and into a stage play. It’s about a year at 
Calvin Coolidge High School in New York City. 
Sylvia Barrett is the new teacher with high hopes for 
her students’ potential achievements and an initial 
optimism that her commitment and gifts will yield 
career fulfillment for her. In addition to 
encountering students who feel life is not much 
more than a dead-end, she faces administrators and 
staff at Coolidge High who are cynical, overbearing, 
and authoritarian. One of her colleagues informs her 
of the double-speak and innuendo within school 
communication. “Let it be a challenge to you,” 
means, “You’re stuck with it.” “It has come to my 
attention,” means, “You’re in trouble.” And one of 
the students is written up for disciplinary action for 
going “up the down staircase.” Young Ms. Barrett 
hoped for a smooth “direct current” electricity sort 
of career; but she found challenges requiring an 
“alternating current” need. In the story, her effort is 

“alternating current” effort, which actually yields 
positive results in the self-worth attitudes and 
educational interest of her students. Through the 
weeks and months of the school year, to her stunned 
surprise, she positively affected their lives.  

Aren’t many institutions and communities rather 
similar to Coolidge High in the 1960s? Where 
what’s false is presented as truth? Where democracy 
is accused of depriving people of rights so that 
anarchy and/or authoritarianism can gain ground? 
Where mutual accountability within institutions is 
said to infringe on individual freedom? Sometimes, 
maybe often, one can go down life’s “down 
staircases,” but sometimes it takes going up. That’s 
why God sought Moses’ partnership. Possibly in 
less confrontational situations, God seeks your 
partnership and mine and that of others. God calls 
Moses to say, “I AM sends me: the One not bound 
by over-bearing order which says, ‘Freedom is bad 
because it’s too chaotic.’” God calls Moses to say, 
“I AM sends me: the One not bound by tactics of 
resorting to chaos so that positive order built upon 
the gift of freedom can be overthrown.” “Trust me,”  
I AM says to Moses, “to be the One who will guide 
you through chaos and authoritarianism to live daily 
from God’s desires for partnerships and 
encouragement toward liberation. It doesn’t happen 
in a moment, all at once. In the story told in Mark’s 
Gospel account, chapter 8 (verses 22-25), it takes 
even Jesus two times to accomplish the desired 
healing of a blind man’s sight impairment. Moses’ 
challenges against Pharaoh, seeking God’s 
liberation of the slaves would take ten or more 
communications and consequences. There’s a 
political dimension to being the people of God 
journeying together in the directions and toward the 
goals God desires; and it is often complex. 

Come now to this table with others – different 
and similar, going up a “down staircase” if need be. 
I AM calls you. Then go forth confident that I AM 
empowers you and all others for a journey of 
service, partnership, and encouragement toward 
liberation together. Beyond slavery and chaos, all 
people are made by I AM for freedom together. 

– All honor and praise be to God! 
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