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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 April 3, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Ave Maria Franz Schubert 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Romans 11:34 

In Romans, chapter 11, the Apostle Paul has written, “Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
Who has been the Lord’s counselor? Who has given a gift to the Lord and received a gift in return?” 
God initiates meeting us on the terms of God’s grace only. What a cause for rejoicing and praise! 
 

* HYMN NO. 2 Come, Thou Almighty King ITALIAN HYMN 
Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing; help us to praise: 

Father, all glorious, o’er all victorious, come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 
 

Come, thou incarnate Word, merciful, mighty Lord, our prayer attend. 
Come, and thy people bless, and give thy word success; Spirit of holiness, on us descend. 

 

Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour. 
Thou who almighty art, now rule in every heart, and ne’er from us depart, Spirit of power. 

 

To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be, hence evermore! 
thy sovereign majesty may we in glory see, and to eternity love and adore. 

 
  ______________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGIST 
Lois Basenfelder 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Becky Alter 
Marcia Miculek 
Cheryl Moreno 

Debe Shafer 
 

MUSICIANS 
Kathrine MacNeil, organist 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

Chancel Choir 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Adam Hartman 
Jerry Norris 

Bobby Randolph 
Bill Watson 

 

COVER ART 

“Cleft Rock at Horeb” 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019 
CVLI 504246321 

OneLicense.net A-718836 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

5
TH

 SUNDAY IN LENT APRIL 3, 2022 
“STOCK THE PANTRY” with cereal, canned fruit, & peanut butter (16 oz.) 

  9:20am Adult Church School-VC * 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S * 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Easter Art Project-CCF/FH 
MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2022 
  1:00pm Circle III-P 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm NEW! FIRST Wednesday Dinner (RSVP, see insert)-FH  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Grub Burger, CS  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 
  7:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2022 
  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-FH  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
  6:30pm Mission Committee-102 
FRIDAY, APRIL 8, 2022 
SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2022 
  9:00am Confirmation Class Retreat-Pt 
PALM | PASSION SUNDAY IN LENT APRIL 10, 2022 
  9:20am Adult Church School-VC 
  9:20am Church School: NEW! Young Adults Class-304 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-403 
10:20am Pop-up Choir Practice-S 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Easter Sunrise Worship Rehearsal-CCF/FH 
* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

 
 

God told Moses 
to stand 

in the cleft 
of the mountain’s 

rock wall.  
―Exodus 33:22 

 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . We praise you, Wondrous God, because your mercy has no end and the treasure 
of your bestowing goodness is infinite. Forgive us, though, of failures to live up to your loving and 
steadfast purposes. We have been obsessed with our own desires, which disregard and disrespect others. 
Hear us now, as we come before you in a time of confession through silence.     (We pray in silence.) 

  ANTHEM When I Survey the Wondrous Cross HAMBURG 
  (See Hymn No. 223 for lyrics.) 

As the only Source of true pardon, restore us to a repaired and empowered life, for faithfully serving among 
all of your people in the way and spirit of Jesus Christ . . .  

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 33:17-23 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION God’s Goodness Glimpsed for Courage, Community, and Vulnerability 

 
* HYMN NO. 819 (st. 1-2) Be Still My Soul FINLANDIA 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
Leave to thy God to order and provide, who through all changes faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul thy best, thy heavenly Friend through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake to guide the future surely as the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION TO THE EUCHARISTIC TABLE 

  PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, CONSECRATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us begin our prayers of thanksgiving and intercession this morning with each of us praying in silence 
for self and others . . . With humble thankfulness, Holy Sovereign, we acknowledge your immeasurable 
love to us, a love we comprehend through the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the 
friend of sinners, the Great Shepherd of your sheep, the fulfillment of your teachings and your prophetic 
word.    We glorify you for your matchless goodness – a goodness which shows us and makes possible – 
even in each one’s life – your gifts of courage, community, and vulnerability. Therefore, not trusting in 
our own worthiness or righteousness – but only in your grace, grant that these common elements of 
field and vine would be so blessed by your Spirit, that in our partaking, Christ lives in us and through us 
– your witness to this, your world.  We also offer to you the prayers from our deepest concerns.  
O our Strength and Sure Defense, anoint with healing all who are afflicted, downcast, struggling, and 
despondent. Support the oppressed. Deliver the tempted. Sustain the ill and injured. Empower each one 
beyond tears of bereavement; and daily be to every person a holy shield and guide. Now, again, we pray 
as Jesus taught: 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

  BREAKING AND POURING ─ AND PARTAKING 
 

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray together . . . Having been nourished and given drink from this table and fellowship, O God, 
take our minds, bodies, words, relationships, and actions, and break and pour and distribute these, so 
that our outreach and witness as disciples of Jesus is your outreach and witness to all your people, 
from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 766 (st. 1-4) The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound MC KEE 

The church of Christ cannot be bound by walls of wood or stone. 
Where charity and love are found, there can the church be known. 

 

True faith will open up the door and step into the street. 
True service will seek out the poor and ask to wash their feet. 

 

True love will not sit idly by when justice is denied. 
True mercy hears the homeless cry and welcomes them inside. 

 

If what we have we freely share to meet our neighbor’s need, 
then we extend the Spirit’s care through every selfless deed. 

 
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Come, Thou Almighty King arr. Victor Johnson 

+ + + + + 
At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on the 
tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our building 
and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in the 
narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church (979.823.8073) 
or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). 
They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be received by the Elders and 
introduced to the congregation. 

 

Page 2 Page 3 

The prayerful support and sympathy of the congregation are extended to 
Carmella & George Edwards III, and their family and friends following the death of 

George’s father, George Charles Edwards, Jr., on March 25 in St. Petersburg, FL. 
 

“I am the resurrection and the life,” saith the Lord.     ̶   John 11:25 
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A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

 
 

God told Moses 
to stand 

in the cleft 
of the mountain’s 

rock wall.  
―Exodus 33:22 

 



April 3, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

On Wednesday, April 6, all are invited to Fellowship Hall at 6:00pm for the first “First Wednesday Dinner.” 
This delicious meal will be sponsored by Community Building & Engagement Committee. The April 6 

dinner features Cavatini, Salad, & Bread. This is a great oppor-
tunity for FPC members and friends to get to know each other. 
We hope you’ll join us! To help organizers plan for food, when 

you sign the fellowship pad, write “DINNER” and the number 
attending from your household next to your name OR RSVP by 
Monday, April 4, to Julie Truax, julie_truax@outlook.com. 

 
SHARE AN EASTER MESSAGE! 

Through Sunday, April 10, all are invited to add an Easter card/note to Easter bags 
for our place-bound church members to let them know we are thinking of them. 
Empty Easter Bags for place-bound church members are ready and waiting on the 
Indoor Patio for an Easter greeting from you. Congregational Care Committee 
members will add Easter candy and cards as well. Thank you in advance for 
participating and sharing your love. Committee members will deliver the bags 
during Holy Week. 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING 
For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a way to 
share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world. Millions of people 
lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and 
opportunity. Three programs are supported by this offering: (1) Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, (2) Presbyterian Hunger Program, and (3) Self-Development of 
People. All work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. 
From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits 
together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. The offering will be 
received on Easter, April 17, and the Sunday following Easter, April 24. 

Please take a moment to read the insert in today’s bulletin. 

----------------------- 

NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, TODAY. 
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, April 6, and cover news from April 13-27. 

Submit your church news TODAY to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

mailto:julie_truax@outlook.com
https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
http://www.youtube.com/
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God’s Goodness Glimpsed for Courage, Community, and Vulnerability 
Exodus 33:14-23 April 03, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
Moses was engaged in an intense 

conversation with God. The subject at the heart 
of the conversation was how Moses would have 
credibility with God’s people beyond their 
liberation from slavery when life became most 
difficult on the journey in front of them. Moses 
pushes his plea with God to the point that he 
asks to behold God’s glory. He essentially says, 
“God, I need to know again and with assurance 
that you are strong enough and capable enough 
to have my back as a leader and to have the 
people’s back when life’s threats are close by 
and even surrounding them. So, show me your 
glory, please.” God’s reply goes like this: “The 
part of my glory I’ll show is my goodness. You 
cannot look at my glory straight on, as if 
looking me in the face. That’s not possible. If 
you’ll stand in the crack between the walls of 
rock, I’ll go past with my outstretched hand 
covering your eyes until my front-side has 
passed you, and you can only see my backside 
– my goodness. Seeing my goodness will be 
enough to indicate who I am for you, and who 
I am for this people I have liberated.” 

If the experience of God’s awesome glory is 
what we think we need in relationship with 
God, this Scripture encourages us to think 
again. Moses had the courage to ask. You or I 
may have the courage to ask: “God, reassure 
me with your glory, please!” Will it be enough 
for you or me if God says, “I’ll show you my 
goodness when my presence passes by”?  

It took courage for Moses to have that 
conversation with God. It took courage to say, 
“I need to know, O God, that you are attentive 
to my situation, and able and willing to keep me 
safe, no matter how dire and extreme the threat 
I face.” Then God replies with the counter-
declaration: “I’ll let you glimpse my goodness 
in the wake of my passing by.” Do we leave it 
there? Is that all there is? I think the challenge 
is knowing, as Moses surely did, that this is – 
in no way – the end of this matter. The 
challenge will be living with glimpses of 

goodness in the anxiousness of serious, life-
imperiling threats, and knowing that is not only 
enough, it is the best we’ll receive. 

On September 11, 2001, four hijacked 
airliners became carriers of death due to 
religious and cultural extremism. The next 
year, in 2002, Baptist minister Charles Kimball 
published a book, “When Religion Becomes 
Evil.” It was about any religion. It was not 
aimed at Islam in particular. He wrote it for all 
of us, because all religions have at some point 
been affected and used by extremists of their 
own kind, and/or been made the victims of 
extremists of other religions. Dr. Kimball 
wrote: “I am convinced that it is possible to be 
person of faith with integrity – a Christian, a 
Hindu, a Jew, a Muslim, a Buddhist – and at the 
same time recognize that one’s own experience 
of God does not exhaust all the possibilities (for 
experiencing God)” (pgs.8-9). I wonder how 
much “heat” and opposition Dr. Kimball 
encountered from some Baptists and other 
Christians for suggesting what he was 
suggesting: that an actual experience of God’s 
goodness – a glimpse of God’s goodness 
passing by you can help you see God’s 
goodness in others. 

Ten weeks after Benazir Bhutto arrived 
back in Pakistan from exile in 2007, once again 
to be a public servant, on December 27, she was 
assassinated by opponents. Within a few 
weeks, her husband and children published a 
book on which she had been working, entitled 
“Reconciliation.” She wrote: “Islamic nations 
can both accommodate and reconcile with one 
another (in both Islamic theology and politics) 
as they can accommodate and reconcile with 
the Western nations. It is an ambitious under-
taking, but it can be done” (p.276). “My 
premise is that extremism thrives under dicta-
torship and is fueled by poverty, ignorance, and 
hopelessness…There has been enough pain. It 
is time for reconciliation” (p.317-8). Muslim 
Benazir Bhutto in her own religious experience 



glimpsed God’s goodness passing by. Hers was 
a courage to live from that goodness toward 
God’s blessed community, a community in the 
process of being created. Yet this is more than 
inter-religious and political. It is that, and still 
more. 

Jim Walker is an “on the edge”/counter-
cultural Methodist pastor in the Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania area. He is an advocate of church 
as “diverse, welcoming, serving community.” 
He tells of a young man by the name of Doug, 
who first associated with the church through 
those who operated the church’s tattoo-parlor-
outreach. Doug was covered with tattoos, head 
to toes. Doug has participated in the church’s 
Christmas play, been on an international 
mission trip, created artwork for worship 
services, and created a 24-hour prayer space in 
his basement for punk-rock and tattoo 
interested folks – or anyone else – to have space 
to connect with God at whatever need-level a 
person has. Doug surrendered his life to God’s 
goodness for assisting others to glimpse God’s 
goodness in a diverse, welcoming, serving 
faith-community, such as God has used to 
change Doug’s own life. Glimpsing God’s 
goodness creates courage and community 
(from Jim Walker’s “Dirty Word: the Vulgar, 
Offensive Language of the Kingdom of God,” 
pgs.127-129). 

Glimpsing God’s goodness also allows one 
to live with vulnerability. Moses realized that 
God’s declining to show God’s glory to him as 
God’s human leader of the now liberated 
former slaves surely signaled that vulnerability 
would still be required. Moses sensed vulner-
ability when called to confront Egypt’s 
Pharaoh and seek the liberation of the Hebrew 
slaves. Moses sensed vulnerability when the 
chariot cavalry of Pharaoh was bearing down 
on the former slaves at the shores of the Red 
Sea. Now Moses senses vulnerability when the 
former slaves want assurance that God will see 
them through to a life of greater ease. Yet God 
insists on goodness creating the blessings of 
courage, community, and vulnerability. That’s 
all. 

In 1989, Pop-Country singer Kathy Mattea 
sang a ballad of vulnerability, entitled, 
“Where’ve You Been?” “Claire had all but 
given up, when she and Edwin fell in love. She 
touched his face and shook her head. In 
disbelief, she sighed and said: ‘In many dreams 
I've held you near. Now, at last, you're really 
here. Where've you been? I've looked for you 
forever and a day. Where've you been? I'm just 
not myself when you're away.’ He asked her for 
her hand for life, And she became a salesman's 
wife. He was home each night by eight. But one 
stormy evening, he was late. Her frightened 
tears fell to the floor until his key turned in the 
door. ‘Where've you been? I've looked for you 
forever and a day. Where've you been? I'm just 
not myself when you're away.’ They'd never 
spent a night apart. For sixty years, she heard 
him snore. Now they're in a hospital, in 
separate beds on different floors. Claire soon 
lost her memory, forgot the names of 
family. She never spoke a word again. Then 
one day, they wheeled him in. He held her hand 
and stroked her hair. In a fragile voice she said: 
‘Where've you been? I've looked for you 
forever and a day. Where've you been? I'm just 
not myself when you're away. No, I'm just not 
myself when you're away.’"  (songwriters: Don 
Henry and Jon Vezner) 

One day long ago on the mountain, God’s 
back-and-forth with Moses over Moses 
thinking he needed to see God’s glory, 
concluding with Moses standing in the cleft of 
the rock walls and only being allowed to see 
God’s goodness passing by indicates to us, in 
the tradition of Moses, what Jesus realized and 
taught and lived: how God’s goodness creates 
courage, community, and vulnerability, from 
which and toward which God calls us to live 
and blesses us; and from which and toward 
which God blesses us for living with so many 
beloved others. From and with that goodness, 
God in Jesus invites you with all others from 
God’s boundless love to receive and share 
again from this table. Isn’t that enough? and 
what we need most? – All honor and praise be 
to God.
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