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PALM SUNDAY 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 April 10, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME 
 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Lift High The Cross arr. Cindy Berry    
 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 118:24,26 

Psalm one hundred eighteen proclaims, 
“this is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it … 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
 

* HYMN NO. 196 All Glory, Laud, and Honor VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 
      REFRAIN   All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 

to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 
 

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son, 
                who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed one. REFRAIN    

 

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; 
            our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present. REFRAIN    

 

To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 
            to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. REFRAIN    

 
 
  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 
LITURGIST 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Janice Haverland; 
Sherry Hinnant; Beth Pennebaker 

 
MUSICIANS 

Michelle Lassiter, pianist 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
Chancel Choir 

 
AUDIO-VISUAL 

Yesdel Benitez Posada; 
Nicole McKinley; 

Jerry Norris; Bobby Randolph 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

In loving memory of 
Catherine & Joseph Wesp 

by  
Ashley & Michael, and Joshua Wesp 

 
COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

PALM | PASSION SUNDAY IN LENT APRIL 10, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC * 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Easter Sunrise Worship Rehearsal-CCF/FH 
MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2022 
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L  
  6:00pm Circle II-P 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-T Jin China Diner, B  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S   
  7:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2022 

  6:30pm Worship (with Lord's Supper)- 
 Weddington Courtyard (weather-permitting) * 
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022 
  6:30pm Tenebrae-S * 
GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER, APRIL 16, 2022 
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD | EASTER, APRIL 17, 2022 
  7:30am Youth-led Easter Sunrise Worship-on the church parking lot near 
 Gordon and 31st Streets followed by Fellowship Breakfast 
  9:00am Easter Story & Activities, Easter Egg Hunt (3 yrs to GR 5)-304 
10:45am Festival Worship-S * 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . On a borrowed donkey, O God, Jesus accepts the allegiance and the loyalty of a 
group of followers who desired his leadership; yet he laments how clueless they and others can be about 
the ingredients of peace. Forgive us all our cheers, heralding, and desiring, which fail the test of your 
judgment and chosen path; for we can be and are as misled today as others have been of old. In these 
moments of silence, receive our confessions, expressing our responsibility for brokenness in the world 
and our contributions to brokenness . . .  

(We pray in silence.) 

Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Luke 19:35-42,47-48 
  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 
 ANTHEM Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Craig Courtney; arr. David Kipp 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 649.) 
 

* HYMN NO. 197 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna ELLACOMBE 
Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 

through pillar court and temple the joyful anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast, 
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 

 

From Olivet they followed ‘mid an exultant crowd, 
the victor palm branch waving, and chanting clear and loud; 

The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, 
nor scorned that little children should be on his bidding wait. 

 
“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing, 

for Christ is our Redeemer; the Lord of heaven, our King. 
O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 

and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice. 
 

GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Jesus Suggests That Now Begins the Week of Our Discontent 
  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . Eternal Sovereign, how we thank you that your presence is not limited to daylight, and the 
dark of night is as full of your presence as any moment of sunshine. We honor you for those who have lived 
and died in you, whose life testimony – however long or few their years – have exhibited love, grace, joy, 

inquisitiveness, courage, conscience, and compassion. And we thank you for the duties, commitments, and 
fulfilling nature of our callings and relationships, however simple or complex.  Source of all mercy and justice, 
grant us eyes to behold and minds to comprehend how great the burden of human inhumanity to one 
another is. Inspire us with insight and steadfastness to overcome the impulses and inclinations to reach for 
what divides, alienates, bruises, and disregards. As Jesus wept and prayed over Jerusalem centuries ago, 
“Help us to know what makes for your peace,” plus help us to remember the cost of the sacred life of the 
author of that prayer – on the Friday we call Good but which is so full of anguish. Visit each person with your 
healing power. Through hours, days, and years make us whole in your love, which is forever and ever.  As 
well, may the prayer Jesus taught be ours again this morning as we turn to you, saying together, 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 216 Beneath the Cross of Jesus ST. CHRISTOPHER 
Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, 

the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land; 
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day. 
 

Upon the cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see 
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me; 

and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess: 
the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness. 

 
I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, to know no gain or loss, 

my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross. 
 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Celebration! David Paxton 

+ + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on the 
tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our building 
and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in the 
narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 
NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church (979.823.8073) 
or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). 
They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be received by the Elders and 
introduced to the congregation. 

 Page 2 Page 3 

Childcare is available as early as 9:20am for infants in Room 108. While children are encouraged to remain 
for the entire worship service, parents may take toddlers and preschoolers to Room 103 of the 31st St. 

hallway for supervised activities during the remainder of the worship service. Pagers are available. 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . On a borrowed donkey, O God, Jesus accepts the allegiance and the loyalty of a 
group of followers who desired his leadership; yet he laments how clueless they and others can be about 
the ingredients of peace. Forgive us all our cheers, heralding, and desiring, which fail the test of your 
judgment and chosen path; for we can be and are as misled today as others have been of old. In these 
moments of silence, receive our confessions, expressing our responsibility for brokenness in the world 
and our contributions to brokenness . . .  

(We pray in silence.) 

Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Luke 19:35-42,47-48 
  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 
 ANTHEM Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Craig Courtney; arr. David Kipp 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 649.) 
 

* HYMN NO. 197 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna ELLACOMBE 
Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 

through pillar court and temple the joyful anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast, 
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 

 

From Olivet they followed ‘mid an exultant crowd, 
the victor palm branch waving, and chanting clear and loud; 

The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, 
nor scorned that little children should be on his bidding wait. 

 
“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing, 

for Christ is our Redeemer; the Lord of heaven, our King. 
O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 

and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice. 
 

GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Jesus Suggests That Now Begins the Week of Our Discontent 
  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . Eternal Sovereign, how we thank you that your presence is not limited to daylight, and the 
dark of night is as full of your presence as any moment of sunshine. We honor you for those who have lived 
and died in you, whose life testimony – however long or few their years – have exhibited love, grace, joy, 

inquisitiveness, courage, conscience, and compassion. And we thank you for the duties, commitments, and 
fulfilling nature of our callings and relationships, however simple or complex.  Source of all mercy and justice, 
grant us eyes to behold and minds to comprehend how great the burden of human inhumanity to one 
another is. Inspire us with insight and steadfastness to overcome the impulses and inclinations to reach for 
what divides, alienates, bruises, and disregards. As Jesus wept and prayed over Jerusalem centuries ago, 
“Help us to know what makes for your peace,” plus help us to remember the cost of the sacred life of the 
author of that prayer – on the Friday we call Good but which is so full of anguish. Visit each person with your 
healing power. Through hours, days, and years make us whole in your love, which is forever and ever.  As 
well, may the prayer Jesus taught be ours again this morning as we turn to you, saying together, 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 216 Beneath the Cross of Jesus ST. CHRISTOPHER 
Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, 

the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land; 
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day. 
 

Upon the cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see 
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me; 

and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess: 
the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness. 

 
I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, to know no gain or loss, 

my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross. 
 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Celebration! David Paxton 

+ + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on the 
tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our building 
and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in the 
narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 
NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church (979.823.8073) 
or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). 
They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be received by the Elders and 
introduced to the congregation. 

 Page 2 Page 3 

Childcare is available as early as 9:20am for infants in Room 108. While children are encouraged to remain 
for the entire worship service, parents may take toddlers and preschoolers to Room 103 of the 31st St. 

hallway for supervised activities during the remainder of the worship service. Pagers are available. 



 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

PALM | PASSION SUNDAY IN LENT APRIL 10, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC * 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
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or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Easter Sunrise Worship Rehearsal-CCF/FH 
MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
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  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2022 
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L  
  6:00pm Circle II-P 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-T Jin China Diner, B  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S   
  7:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2022 

  6:30pm Worship (with Lord's Supper)- 
 Weddington Courtyard (weather-permitting) * 
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022 
  6:30pm Tenebrae-S * 
GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER, APRIL 16, 2022 
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD | EASTER, APRIL 17, 2022 
  7:30am Youth-led Easter Sunrise Worship-on the church parking lot near 
 Gordon and 31st Streets followed by Fellowship Breakfast 
  9:00am Easter Story & Activities, Easter Egg Hunt (3 yrs to GR 5)-304 
10:00am Festival Worship-S * 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  



April 10, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 
WANTED: EASTER CANDY 

An Easter Egg Hunt will be held Easter morning, April 17. Kathryn Nachlinger is seeking wrapped 
candy to fill eggs for the hunt. Please place your donations in the marked box on the Indoor Patio. 
The children appreciate your generosity. 

 
SHARE AN EASTER MESSAGE! 

There’s still time to add a personal Easter card/note to the Easter bags for our 
place-bound church members. These Easter bags are ready and waiting on the 
Indoor Patio for an Easter greeting from you. Congregational Care Committee 
members will add Easter candy and cards as well. Thank you in advance for 
participating and sharing your love. Committee members will deliver the bags 
during Holy Week. 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING 
For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a 
way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world who 
lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, 
and opportunity. Programs supported by this offering are: (1) Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, (2) Presbyterian Hunger Program, and (3) Self-
Development of People. From initial disaster response to ongoing 
community development, their work fits together to provide people with 
safety, sustenance, and hope. The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will 
be received on Easter, April 17, and the Sunday following Easter, April 24.  

Please take a moment to read the insert in today’s bulletin. 
 
 

----------------------- 

NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to www.youtube.com, search for First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas, then click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON on EASTER, APRIL 17. 
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, April 20, and cover news from April 28 thru May 11. 

Submit your church news TODAY to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
 

https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
http://www.youtube.com/
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org


Jesus Suggests That Now Begins the Week of Our Discontent 
Luke 19:35-42,47-48 April 10, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
Across the years, since I was a child, I have loved 

Palm Sunday with leafy palm branches, with 
proclaimed “hosannas,” and Jesus riding the donkey, 
as disciples along the roadway cheered his coming to 
Jerusalem like a President about to be inaugurated. 
This year, over the past ten days, my approach to 
Palm Sunday – as one individual – has been troubled. 
It is nothing that any of you have caused, but more a 
sense of how the world is which bruises faith for me. 
With God’s help, I think I’m here at Palm Sunday 
with a renewed sense of what I might better have 
sensed about Palm Sunday across the years, but 
which I missed. I was celebrating and not realizing 
what is true historically and actually. It’s anxiety. It’s 
nervousness about what is going on with human life 
locally and beyond. I’m fairly certain I had to feel 
that anxiety to get closer to where God in Jesus was 
with his own followers back then – and where God 
in Jesus still is with us. From the feeling that 
depression and anxiety were the only possible 
outcomes, given life as it seems to be, here are the 
steps by which I “got better” this Palm Sunday, and, 
how I think I likely have been drawn closer to God 
in Jesus for life today and for the week to come, in 
general and in many particulars. 

First, I recalled how my mother used to say, “The 
more things change, the more they stay the same.”  
This is originally a quote from French writer Jean-
Baptiste Alphonse Karr in 1849, which was 79 years 
before 1928, the year in which my mother was born. 
If you are or if I am already anxious and depressed 
about what’s going on around us, you wouldn’t think 
the short saying, “The more things change, the more 
they stay the same,” would cheer you up. Two 
clarifications about that: I did not say I am now 
cheered up. It’s more that I am reassured how things 
not changing very much is not the end of the world. 
In fact, on Palm Sunday maybe we are reassured that, 
even if things become much worse, still we are not 
without faith, hope, and love. 

What has been bothering me? Two matters, one 
international and one national. (1) On the 
international scene, the war initiated by Russia 
against Ukraine bothers me. Perhaps it bothers you 
as well: where one nation claims territorial, ethnic, 
political, and military privilege over another, to the 
extreme that elimination of the other nation is cruelly 
and barbarically asserted. (2) On the national scene, 
the hyper-partisanship which can be extremist from 

one group or the other, this week has – to my level of 
paying attention – increased. When I was learning to 
walk and talk in the early and mid-1950s, some 
demagogue extremists painted others/smeared others 
as communist sympathizers for no reason other than 
– within the democracy – those others had a different 
political outlook than their accusers. Now 65 years 
later, the descendants of the once-upon-a-time 
“revealers of communists” think it is their duty to call 
everyone with whom they ideologically disagree a 
person who takes advantage of children. Really? So, 
this is where we are on the national scene?  

Hoping to feel something other than anxious and 
depressed internationally and nationally this past 
week, I remembered that mother used to say, “The 
more things change, the more they stay the same.” 
Maybe demagogues changing their labels for others 
from “communist” to “pedophile” is almost to be 
expected; but at least I did not need to think we won’t 
slide downhill again in the future, because we might. 
Maybe someone should say to me: “O.k., Foote, 
you’re a 68-year-old adult. Don’t be naïve; and don’t 
be surprised when you learn there’s demagoguery 
and no respect for others. Don’t be surprised by it.” 

In about 1593, William Shakespeare wrote 
“Richard III.” The opening lines, spoken by young 
Richard are, “Now is the winter of our discontent.” 
When any of us are out of sorts, as I have been with 
anxiousness and depression, it’s like the deadness of 
winter.” In that same opening speech, Richard 
continues that many people think times are 
improving, and there’s reason to believe times are 
improving. Yet for Richard’s character, the inner 
darkness of his soul cannot endorse better times, nor 
does he feel led to work for improving life situations 
with others. In the verses we read this morning, Jesus 
says of his disciples and others, “Would that you 
knew the things that make for peace.” Shakespeare’s 
Richard III can’t embrace what might make for 
peace. Might you? Might I?  

A few days ago, in the drive-through of a 
restaurant, some grackles were flitting around and, 
when down on the pavement, I wondered how they 
could so successfully avoid the tires of moving cars. 
My next thought was, “I am not capable of avoiding 
cars down on ground level like that.” Then I thought, 
“But grackles are not capable of self-reflection as 
human beings are.”  Isn’t that why Jesus mourns, 
“Would that they knew what makes for peace”?   



A few days ago, my Baptist roommate from my 
Senior year in college (Aug.’74 to May ’75) sent me 
a link to an article written by Michael Gerson. Mr. 
Gerson is an evangelical in faith and a serious thinker 
in matters of government, politics, and ethics. He 
once served in the White House as a speechwriter for 
former President George W. Bush. In that article, Mr. 
Gerson argues that the peace often preached by 
evangelicals or any other Christian group is not 
necessarily the peace of which Jesus may be 
speaking. Here in Luke, chapter 19, Jesus refers to a 
peace that abides even in conflict and which presses 
through conflict toward healthily relational 
community life – even political life – so that healthily 
relational community among God’s people can be 
realized. I am somewhat paraphrasing Mr. Gerson, 
but he basically writes, “When religious persons and 
groups yield to the temptation righteously with their 
faith to judge others as seriously deficient and 
unworthy of their partnership, they (or we) are 
succumbing to blasphemy. God gives us a better faith 
to challenge us for better grace-influenced 
relationships. Period.” [“What the Ginni Thomas 
Text Furor Warns about an Outsized Role of Faith in 
Politics,” The Washington Post; 03,28,2022] 

If Jesus today looked from Virginia across the 
Potomac to Washington, D.C., or if Jesus looked 
from the tops of the pine trees between Baltimore and 
the District of Columbia, or from Round Rock south 
to Austin, or from Bastrop northwest to Austin, I 
guess he would still sigh and weep in prayer: “Would 
that you knew what makes for peace.”   

Tell me I’m yearning for “the good old days.” 
When I was 16 years old in the summer of 1969, I 
was working at the Gulf Oil Company service station 
in my home town. The owner and my boss was 44 
year old Sam Powell. Sam had been raised on a farm 
where oats, corn, cotton, and hay were cultivated. 
Their family also had about a hundred head of sheep. 
On April 7th, 1945, Sam was 19 ½ years old and a 
tail-gunner in a B-17 on a bombing run over the 
Parchim airbase in northern Germany. A U.S. 
bomber flying slightly above them released an 
ordinance which exploded on Sam’s plane. Six 
bodies left the plane. Five parachutes opened. Those 
five were captured and imprisoned until the war 
ended the next month. My dad also had been raised 
in the country with oats, corn, cotton, and sheep. My 
dad was 21 and in the U.S. Infantry on the ground in 
Belgium by the time Sam was flying those bombing 
missions over Germany. Like they both knew life on 
the farm growing up, they also knew the anxiousness 

and trauma of combat in defense of the democracy. 
Back in the United States and then 24 years later, one 
day at the Gulf Station, my dad left his pickup for an 
oil change while he went next door for a cup of coffee 
at the Rexall drug store. When he returned and paid 
for the oil change, I heard Sam say to him, “Ted, why 
are you a Republican? Aren’t you in favor of Social 
Security and Medicare and equal rights?” My dad 
said, “Yes, I am. I just believe that we’d be better off 
with two political parties in this county and state. It’s 
not a matter of what government does positively so 
much as it’s a matter of how a single political party 
has no challenging partner to debate and create 
accountability for better government.” Sam said, 
“Well, I’m staying a Democrat.” My dad said, “And 
so far as I can see ahead, I’m staying a Republican. 
But that’s ok with me both ways.” My dad gave Sam 
a farewell salute and headed to his pickup. I guess I 
yearn for that sort of respect among citizens who 
know to the fiber of their being the experience of 
risking one’s very existence in defense of a 
democracy based on respect and dignity for others. 

On the Sunday before his arrest on Thursday and 
his crucifixion, death, and burial on Friday, Jesus 
said, “Would that you knew what makes for peace.” 
Can’t you and I, with God’s help, use our God-given 
capacity for self-reflection to realize how Jesus leads 
and models for us healthy relational community 
among all others of God’s people, whatever our 
differences may be?  

Spiritual life mentor Richard Rohr has written: 
“We’re not saved because we are worthy. We are 
saved because we are connected; and, more 
important than being correct is being in 
communion.”  As I told you, my mother used to say, 
quoting the Frenchman from 1849, “The more things 
change, the more they stay the same.” My anxiety 
and depression is lessened today from what it was a 
few days ago. I’m thinking that Jesus’ advocacy for 
us to practice what makes for peace still has 
possibilities. In 2010, when my mother was 82 years 
old, Bon Jovi sang a song which was entitled, “The 
More Things Change.” There’s a line in it which 
sounds like Jesus, and even like what my parents and 
other wise folks would say: “Don’t hold out for 
tomorrow or hold on to yesterday.” This or any other 
week may be the week of our discontent, but Jesus 
rides on to teach on, to respect on, to care on, to show 
us the way to life being made new with one another, 
inviting us to keep on following, even when we feel 
discontent. – All honor and praise be to God.  
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