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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 May 1, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain arr. Mary McDonald 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 107:43 

The writer of Psalm 107 offers this encouragement, 
“Let all who grow into wisdom consider the work of the Lord 
giving evidence of the Lord’s steadfast love forever and ever.” 
 

* HYMN NO. 837 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine SHOWALTER 
What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

REFRAIN      Leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning (leaning on Jesus), safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
O how sweet to walk in the pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms.        REFRAIN 
 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.        REFRAIN 

 
 
  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHERS 
Rev. Ted Foote 
Tabitha Curtiss 

 
LITURGISTS 
Adam Espinoza 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
Hannah Wertz 

 
USHERS | GREETERS 

Shelley Espinoza; Kaitlyn Hendler; 
Sally Kate Morse; Ethan Truax 

 
MUSICIANS 

Michelle Lassiter, pianist 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
Chancel Choir 

 
AUDIO-VISUAL 

Adam Hartman; Jerry Norris; 
Bobby Randolph; Bill Watson 

 
COVER ART 

“Third Appearance of Risen Jesus 
to His Disciples” 

from an Orthodox icon 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

3
RD

 SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 1, 2022 
“STOCK THE PANTRY”  

During the month of May, PEANUT BUTTER and CANNED VEGETABLES 
are in high demand at Brazos Church Pantry. 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  3:00pm Presbyterian Women Birthday Celebration and 
Installation of Officers-Pt  

 
MONDAY, MAY 2, 2022 
  1:00pm Circle III-P  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2022 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm FIRST Wednesday Taco Bar (RSVP to julietruax@outlook.com)-FH 
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2022 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2022 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2022 
 
4

TH
 SUNDAY OF EASTER (MOTHER’S DAY), MAY 8, 2022 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  
 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . We praise you, Wondrous God, because your mercy has no end and the treasure 
of your bestowing goodness is infinite. Forgive us, though, of failures to live up to your loving and 
steadfast purposes. We have been obsessed with our own desires, which disregard and disrespect others. 
We have been indifferent to the future’s potential, and not listened for your call to serve in your world 
beyond what interests us and is easy for us personally. Hear us now, as we come before you in a time of 
confession through silence.  (We pray in silence.) 
As the only Source of true pardon, O God, restore us to a repaired and empowered life, for faithfully serving 
among all of your people in the way and spirit of Jesus Christ.  Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share 
with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

  HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
 

 ANTHEM Old Irish Blessing Dennis Agay, arr. David Kipp 
May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be always at your back. 

The sun shine warm upon your face, the rains fall soft upon your fields. 
And until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING John 21:1-19 

  HYMN NO. 721 (st. 1-2) Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore FINLANDIA 
            . . .  “Tend my sheep”         Lord, you have come to the lakeshore looking neither for 

wealthy nor wise ones; you only asked me to follow humbly. 
                    REFRAIN  O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, and while smiling have spoken my name; 

now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me. By your side I will seek other seas. 
. . .  “Follow me”             You know so well my possessions; my boat carries 

                no gold and no weapons; you will find there my nets and labor.   REFRAIN 
 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION  

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION TO THE EUCHARISTIC TABLE 
Jesus Is Hosting, but, Due to Unfinished Business, It’s No Free Breakfast 

  PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, CONSECRATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . With humble thankfulness, Holy Sovereign, we acknowledge your immeasurable love to 
us, a love we comprehend through the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Friend 
of sinners, the Great Shepherd of your sheep, the Fulfillment of your teachings and your prophetic word.    
We glorify you for your matchless goodness – a goodness which shows us and makes possible – even in 
each one’s life – your gifts of courage, community, and vulnerability. Therefore, not trusting in our own 
worthiness or righteousness – but only in your grace, grant that these common elements of field and 
vine would be so blessed by your Spirit, that in our partaking, Christ lives in us and through us – your 
witness to this, your world.  We also offer to you the prayers from our deepest concerns.  

O Lighthouse in every threatening storm, shine the beams of your guiding wisdom for all who move 
toward new chapters in their lives, especially from this church, your servants Abby, Adam, Jake, Ally, 
Madeline, and Hannah. May the rainbow and the resurrection – which are your abiding symbols of 
promise – ever prompt their next steps in learning and in serving. 
O our Strength and Sure Defense, anoint with healing all who are afflicted, downcast, struggling, and 
despondent. Support the oppressed. Deliver the tempted. Sustain the ill and injured. Empower each one 
beyond tears of bereavement; and daily be to every person a holy shield and guide. Now, again, we pray 
as Jesus taught: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

  BREAKING AND POURING ─ AND PARTAKING 
 

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray together . . . Having been nourished and given drink from this table and fellowship, O God, 
take our minds, bodies, words, relationships, and actions, and break and pour and distribute these, so 
that our outreach and witness as disciples of Jesus is your outreach and witness to all your people, 
from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 248 Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! HYMN TO JOY 

Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: 
all creation is amazed!   In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.  

Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 
Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. Walk with gladness in the morning. 

See what love can do and dare. Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.  
Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end. 

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. Break the bread of new creation 
where the world is still in pain. Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!”  

God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone! 
 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

* POSTLUDE Fanfare and Processional Robert Lau 
+ + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
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 TABITHA CURTISS ALLIYAH “ALLY” GUZMAN 
 ADAM ESPINOZA MADELINE HENDLER 
 JACOB “JAKE” FATTIG HANNAH WERTZ 

Following worship, all are invited to the Patio 
for a reception honoring our high school graduates. 

Congratulations to Our 

High School Graduates! 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . We praise you, Wondrous God, because your mercy has no end and the treasure 
of your bestowing goodness is infinite. Forgive us, though, of failures to live up to your loving and 
steadfast purposes. We have been obsessed with our own desires, which disregard and disrespect others. 
We have been indifferent to the future’s potential, and not listened for your call to serve in your world 
beyond what interests us and is easy for us personally. Hear us now, as we come before you in a time of 
confession through silence.  (We pray in silence.) 
As the only Source of true pardon, O God, restore us to a repaired and empowered life, for faithfully serving 
among all of your people in the way and spirit of Jesus Christ.  Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share 
with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

  HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
 

 ANTHEM Old Irish Blessing Dennis Agay, arr. David Kipp 
May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be always at your back. 

The sun shine warm upon your face, the rains fall soft upon your fields. 
And until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING John 21:1-19 

  HYMN NO. 721 (st. 1-2) Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore FINLANDIA 
            . . .  “Tend my sheep”         Lord, you have come to the lakeshore looking neither for 

wealthy nor wise ones; you only asked me to follow humbly. 
                    REFRAIN  O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, and while smiling have spoken my name; 

now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me. By your side I will seek other seas. 
. . .  “Follow me”             You need my hands, full of caring, through my labors 

                to give others rest and constant love that keeps on loving.   REFRAIN 
 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION  

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION TO THE EUCHARISTIC TABLE 
Jesus Is Hosting, but, Due to Unfinished Business, It’s No Free Breakfast 

  PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, CONSECRATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . With humble thankfulness, Holy Sovereign, we acknowledge your immeasurable love to 
us, a love we comprehend through the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Friend 
of sinners, the Great Shepherd of your sheep, the Fulfillment of your teachings and your prophetic word.    
We glorify you for your matchless goodness – a goodness which shows us and makes possible – even in 
each one’s life – your gifts of courage, community, and vulnerability. Therefore, not trusting in our own 
worthiness or righteousness – but only in your grace, grant that these common elements of field and 
vine would be so blessed by your Spirit, that in our partaking, Christ lives in us and through us – your 
witness to this, your world.  We also offer to you the prayers from our deepest concerns.  

O Lighthouse in every threatening storm, shine the beams of your guiding wisdom for all who move 
toward new chapters in their lives, especially from this church, your servants Abby, Adam, Jake, Ally, 
Madeline, and Hannah. May the rainbow and the resurrection – which are your abiding symbols of 
promise – ever prompt their next steps in learning and in serving. 
O our Strength and Sure Defense, anoint with healing all who are afflicted, downcast, struggling, and 
despondent. Support the oppressed. Deliver the tempted. Sustain the ill and injured. Empower each one 
beyond tears of bereavement; and daily be to every person a holy shield and guide. Now, again, we pray 
as Jesus taught: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

  BREAKING AND POURING ─ AND PARTAKING 
 

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray together . . . Having been nourished and given drink from this table and fellowship, O God, 
take our minds, bodies, words, relationships, and actions, and break and pour and distribute these, so 
that our outreach and witness as disciples of Jesus is your outreach and witness to all your people, 
from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 248 Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! HYMN TO JOY 

Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: 
all creation is amazed!   In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.  

Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 
Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. Walk with gladness in the morning. 

See what love can do and dare. Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.  
Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end. 

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. Break the bread of new creation 
where the world is still in pain. Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!”  

God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone! 
 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

* POSTLUDE Fanfare and Processional Robert Lau 
+ + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
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 TABITHA CURTISS ALLIYAH “ALLY” GUZMAN 
 ADAM ESPINOZA MADELINE HENDLER 
 JACOB “JAKE” FATTIG HANNAH WERTZ 

Following worship, all are invited to the Patio 
for a reception honoring our high school graduates. 

Congratulations to Our 

High School Graduates! 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 May 1, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain arr. Mary McDonald 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 107:43 

The writer of Psalm 107 offers this encouragement, 
“Let all who grow into wisdom consider the work of the Lord 
giving evidence of the Lord’s steadfast love forever and ever.” 
 

* HYMN NO. 837 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine SHOWALTER 
What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

REFRAIN      Leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning (leaning on Jesus), safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
O how sweet to walk in the pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms.        REFRAIN 
 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.        REFRAIN 

 
 
  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHERS 
Rev. Ted Foote 
Tabitha Curtiss 

 
LITURGISTS 
Adam Espinoza 

Rev. Emily K. Béghin 
Ally Guzman 

 
USHERS | GREETERS 

Shelley Espinoza; Kaitlyn Hendler; 
Sally Kate Morse; Ethan Truax 

 
MUSICIANS 

Michelle Lassiter, pianist 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
Chancel Choir 

 
AUDIO-VISUAL 

Adam Hartman; Jerry Norris; 
Bobby Randolph; Bill Watson 

 
COVER ART 

“Third Appearance of Risen Jesus 
to His Disciples” 

from an Orthodox icon 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

3
RD

 SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 1, 2022 
“STOCK THE PANTRY”  

During the month of May, PEANUT BUTTER and CANNED VEGETABLES 
are in high demand at Brazos Church Pantry. 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  3:00pm Presbyterian Women Birthday Celebration and 
Installation of Officers-Pt  

 
MONDAY, MAY 2, 2022 
  1:00pm Circle III-P  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2022 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm FIRST Wednesday Taco Bar (RSVP to julietruax@outlook.com)-FH 
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2022 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2022 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2022 
 
4

TH
 SUNDAY OF EASTER (MOTHER’S DAY), MAY 8, 2022 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  
 



May 1, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on the tables 
in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our building and need 
assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in the narthex, where the 

worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of membership. 
If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment as a disciple of Jesus 

Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote 
(tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a 

mutually convenient Sunday when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW 
when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos 

are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: 

www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas
Click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

--------------------- 
NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and fpcbryan_youth) 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, TODAY.  
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, May 4, and cover news from May 12-25. 

Submit your church news TODAY to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

All are invited to 
Presbyterian Women’s 

Annual Birthday Celebration 
and 

Installation of Officers 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022 
3:00pm-4:30pm 

Indoor Patio 
 

For information, contact: 
Debe Shafer, 

debemccshafer@gmail.com  

mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas
https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
mailto:debemccshafer@gmail.com


Refection on John 21:18-19 
John 21:1-19 May 01, 2022 
Tabitha Curtiss, FPC Member & HS Graduate First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

Hi! Many may know me, and some may 
not―my name is Tabitha Curtiss. I’m a 
graduating senior this year. 

Earlier we read John 21 verses 18 and 19 
(from The Message): 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very 
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, 
you used to fasten your own belt and to go 
wherever you wished. But when you grow 
old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will fasten a belt around you 
and take you where you do not wish to go.”  
Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death 
by which Peter would glorify God. Then he 
said to him, “Follow me!” 

The verses that were just read spoke to 
me because… growing up in a church, this 
church, has taught me so much.  

I've been involved and have been going 
to this church since I was a baby. Growing 
up in a church has been an amazing 
experience. I have gained so much faith and 
continue to learn and grow as I graduate 
high school and become an adult and 
always will. This place has become a family 
and a place I can also go to no matter what. 
It's given me a safe space and a place that. I 
can rely on when I need it the most, and 
come to worship. My mom, my 
grandparents, Pastor Ted, all my youth 
directors over the years, and so many more, 
have influenced my faith in my life and 
where I’m at right now, and the decisions I 
have made and continue to make. Over the 
past few years, I have been a part of a group 
called Presbyterian Youth Connection 

Council, also known as PYCC. We work 
together to plan and lead events and 
activities for the youth of Presbytery (of 
New Covenant). As we do that, we gain 
friendship and a family within different 
churches and help youth our age and 
younger grow and help them with their 
struggles, and hopefully help lead them 
further to learning in their faith as we 
continue to learn with them. And I never 
would have joined if it wasn't for my family 
and church family helping me in my faith 
and guiding me. In these verses, it talks 
about others helping and giving a hand to 
help because that's what my faith has led 
me to want to do. And these verses also 
relate to me although, I’m not old or dying. 
They talk about how Peter died doing what 
he believes in and wouldn't change it for 
anything. That relates to me because 
growing up, I believe in my faith and the 
Church and God, and still I would not 
change it for anything and would never give 
it up or trade it.  

After you've heard these verses, what do 
you think about your faith? 



Jesus Is Hosting, but, Due to Unfinished Business, It’s No Free Breakfast 
John 21:1-19 May 01, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

The Fourth Gospel account reports in 
chapter 21 that Resurrected Jesus cooked 
breakfast for disciples who had been on the 
lake fishing before dawn. Possibly this was 
not the first time Jesus cooked breakfast for 
them. For all we know, he may have been 
one of the “designated cooks” for their 
group. 

I don’t know if high school seniors in the 
21st century are familiar with this saying: 
“There’s no such thing as a free lunch,” but 
Adam, Ally, Hannah, and Abby here this 
morning – plus Jake and Madelyn who are 
not under this roof today – that saying 
means, “Even if someone says to you, ‘I’m 
paying for your meal. It’s on me,’ almost all 
of the time that person wants a favor or is 
seeking something from you – your time, 
money, talent, or energy.” That’s why they 
are taking you to lunch and are willing to 
invest their money in your lunch. “There’s 
no such thing as a free lunch.” 

Two thousand years ago, after Jesus was 
torturously crucified, died, and was buried, 
despondent disciples stunningly experience 
again his presence, his authenticity, his 
initiative, his fellowship, his forgiveness, 
and his emboldening them for practicing 
deep respect, caring, being healed, 
forgiven, and loved in order that they might 
share deep respect, caring, healing, 
forgiveness, and love. In spite of eye-
witness experience of his death and hands-
on experience of his burial, in only a few 
days they experience Jesus’ aliveness 
among them. Because God is still alive! 
Not even government power, or religious 
authorities, or death, or burial can keep 
God’s irrepressible love locked up or 
hidden away. 

This morning we again are absolutely 
freely invited to a meal hosted by God’s 
Spirit in Jesus. God in Jesus is still the host. 
This Jesus waved to you and me, called our 
names, beckoned to us again – as in the past 
many times. And like those first disciples, 
while we realize that we are freely invited – 
that’s what God’s love always does: freely 
invites us, freely accepts us, freely forgives 
us, freely heals us. Yet this is no free lunch 
or free breakfast, because God has 
unfinished business with this world. 

God in Jesus pays for the meal in life and 
seeks of us on-going investments of self 
with others: practicing deep respect and 
caring, being healed, forgiven, and loved, 
and sharing all of that with each other 
person, whether similar to us or 
considerably different from us. We are 
freely invited at God’s cost, but this is never 
a free meal. Jesus was still teaching the first 
disciples that morning how their investment 
in God’s world is continuingly crucial, 
because God is still invested in them. 
Whether we are seniors in high school or 
seniors in life, whether younger or older by 
any amount, the same is true for us, we 
surely realize. God in Jesus is still calling 
us, inviting us, and seeking a life-
investment from us, in this, God’s world. 
Let’s eat the breakfast prepared for us, that 
we may go forth serving in the ways God 
intends for us to serve, because, clearly, 
God’s business with this world is 
unfinished. – All honor and praise be to 
God. 
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