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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

May 8, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Trust and Obey arr. Matthew Zisi 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Isaiah 25:4,8 

The prophet Isaiah proclaims in chapter 25: 
“O God, you are a refuge to the poor, and to the needy in their distress. 
You will wipe away the tears from all faces. Shame and disgrace experienced 
by any of your people, you will take from the earth.” 
 

* HYMN NO. 1 Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord God Almighty NICAEA 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, perfect in power, in love and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity!  

 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGIST 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Kaitlyn Hendler; Sally Kate Morse; 
Cheryl & Rick Page 

 

MUSICIANS 
Christine Lassiter, organist 
Michelle Lassiter, pianist 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

Chancel Choir 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

Adam Hartman; Jerry Norris; 
Bobby Randolph; Bill Watson 

 

MUSICIANS 
With thanks to God for all women 

who have shared burdens, 
responsibilities, and caring with 

others near and far 
from 

Joanie, Ted, Kendall, 
and Payton Foote 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321; 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

4
TH

 SUNDAY OF EASTER (MOTHER’S DAY), MAY 8, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

 

MONDAY, MAY 9, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2022 
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  6:00pm Circle II-Blackwater Draw, Bryan 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Jose's, B  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2022 

  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022 
 

5
TH

 SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 15, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Concerts on Carter Creek presents Greg Tivis-S  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

 “God will wipe away 
   every tear from their eyes.” 

―Isaiah 25:8; 
    Revelation 7:17; 21:4 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Gracious Sovereign, we – your people – have built, accepted, and honored barriers 
between ourselves and others. We have satisfied ourselves with separation on the basis of differences. 
We have failed to appreciate your love bringing new life where we have betrayed you and others, and 
where we have deceived, disrespected, and ignored others. Forgive us all our sin. Mend brokenness in 
each life and everywhere; and heal us for serving you, wherever you lead, always in the way and sprit of 
Jesus Christ . . .  (We pray in silence.) 
Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

  HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING Revelation 7:9-17 
 
 ANTHEM Rise Up and Call Her Blessed         Pepper Choplin; arr. D. Kipp 
   (adapted from Proverbs 31:25-31) 

Her words are good and kind. She feeds the heart and mind as she lives to share God’s wisdom 
with her young. To teach them what to do, what is good and what is true, she is faithful to her 
work that’s never done. Rise Up and call her blessed, rise up and show your love. Give thanks 
to the mother, give thanks to God above. Through the years, through the tears as she offers 
them her best, The children of a faithful mother are blessed. More precious than a pearl, her 
life will bless the world as she cares for her children day by day. Though her days of work are 

long, by the Lord, she is made strong as she lives to raise a family of faith. 
 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION God’s Heavenly Template and Its Mirror Image: “My Kingdom Come on Earth” 

 
* HYMN NO. 833 (st. 1,2,3) O Love, That Wilt Not Let Me Go ST. MARGARET 

O Love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 

 

O Light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
my heart restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer be. 

 

O Joy that sleekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that more shall tearless be. 

 
 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . Gracious God, receive our humble thanks in recognition of your extraordinary world: For 
things great and small, beautiful and awesome, for seen and unseen splendors; for the important roles of 
parents and families, of being mothers, fathers, daughters, sons, sisters, and brothers. Receive our gratitude 
for simple pleasures found in Sabbath time of respite, reflection, recuperation, and rest. Receive our praise 
for the human experiences of talking, listening, singing, creating, playing, and thinking together; for 
common hopes and trials shared from birth until our dying. Give ear, we pray, to cries for rescue from 
violence, to cries for the silencing of weapons, to cries for every human being to be honored with equal 
respect. Give guidance to communities of faith, as we seek to be faithful to the gospel, engaged with every 

neighbor, and led by the Holy Spirit. Bring healing to those who experience injury or infirmity, who agonize 
in body or emotion. Bring to wholeness each one who aches in soul and yearns in spirit. Bless our learnings 
and our doubt, that in questions and new perspectives we may venture to know you more completely. Bless 
words we exchange in relationships, that all people might be heard, known, and valued. It is more, this 
communion of the saints, than can be contained by time and space, and so we rejoice in our eternal 
fellowship with all your people of past and present. It is more, this life of ours, than we deserve or expect, 
and so we pray for the grace to share life freely. It is more, this call to follow Christ, than we can accomplish 
alone, and so we pray together as Christ taught, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 821 (st. 1,2,3) My Life Flows On HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation, 

I hear the clear, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 

                   REFRAIN      No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of Heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. 
               it finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?     REFRAIN  

 

What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth. 
                 What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth.     REFRAIN 

 
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Love Divine, All Loves Excelling arr. David Lasky 

+ + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
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PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Gracious Sovereign, we – your people – have built, accepted, and honored barriers 
between ourselves and others. We have satisfied ourselves with separation on the basis of differences. 
We have failed to appreciate your love bringing new life where we have betrayed you and others, and 
where we have deceived, disrespected, and ignored others. Forgive us all our sin. Mend brokenness in 
each life and everywhere; and heal us for serving you, wherever you lead, always in the way and sprit of 
Jesus Christ . . .  (We pray in silence.) 
Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

  HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
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praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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   (adapted from Proverbs 31:25-31) 

Her words are good and kind. She feeds the heart and mind as she lives to share God’s wisdom 
with her young. To teach them what to do, what is good and what is true, she is faithful to her 
work that’s never done. Rise Up and call her blessed, rise up and show your love. Give thanks 
to the mother, give thanks to God above. Through the years, through the tears as she offers 
them her best, The children of a faithful mother are blessed. More precious than a pearl, her 
life will bless the world as she cares for her children day by day. Though her days of work are 
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things great and small, beautiful and awesome, for seen and unseen splendors; for the important roles of 
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in body or emotion. Bring to wholeness each one who aches in soul and yearns in spirit. Bless our learnings 
and our doubt, that in questions and new perspectives we may venture to know you more completely. Bless 
words we exchange in relationships, that all people might be heard, known, and valued. It is more, this 
communion of the saints, than can be contained by time and space, and so we rejoice in our eternal 
fellowship with all your people of past and present. It is more, this life of ours, than we deserve or expect, 
and so we pray for the grace to share life freely. It is more, this call to follow Christ, than we can accomplish 
alone, and so we pray together as Christ taught, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 821 (st. 1,2,3) My Life Flows On HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation, 

I hear the clear, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 

                   REFRAIN      No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of Heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. 
               it finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?     REFRAIN  

 

What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth. 
                 What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth.     REFRAIN 

 
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Love Divine, All Loves Excelling arr. David Lasky 

+ + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

May 8, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Trust and Obey arr. Matthew Zisi 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Isaiah 25:4,8 

The prophet Isaiah proclaims in chapter 25: 
“O God, you are a refuge to the poor, and to the needy in their distress. 
You will wipe away the tears from all faces. Shame and disgrace experienced 
by any of your people, you will take from the earth.” 
 

* HYMN NO. 1 Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord God Almighty NICAEA 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, perfect in power, in love and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity!  

 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGIST 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Kaitlyn Hendler; Sally Kate Morse; 
Cheryl & Rick Page 

 

MUSICIANS 
Christine Larsen, organist 
Michelle Lassiter, pianist 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

Chancel Choir 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

Adam Hartman; Jerry Norris; 
Bobby Randolph; Bill Watson 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
With thanks to God for all women 

who have shared burdens, 
responsibilities, and caring with 

others near and far 
from 

Joanie, Ted, Kendall, 
and Payton Foote 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321; 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

4
TH

 SUNDAY OF EASTER (MOTHER’S DAY), MAY 8, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

 

MONDAY, MAY 9, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2022 
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-L  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  6:00pm Circle II-Blackwater Draw, Bryan 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Jose's, B  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2022 

  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022 
 

5
TH

 SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 15, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

  5:00pm Concerts on Carter Creek presents Greg Tivis-S  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

 “God will wipe away 
   every tear from their eyes.” 

―Isaiah 25:8; 
    Revelation 7:17; 21:4 



May 8, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can be the hands and feet of Jesus even from a 
distance. You can give online by clicking on iGivei in 
the upper righthand corner on the home-page of our 
website, www.fpcbryan.org, make a check payable to: 
FPC-Bryan (NOTE: Ukraine Relief) and place in the 
offering plate today, or mail to First Presbyterian 
Church at: 1100 Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan TX 77802.  

 
A unique concert that brings the two worlds of jazz and 
classical music together on one stage. Join us for an 
enjoyable concert featuring GREG TIVIS on the piano 
per-forming famous musical pieces from both 
classical music and jazz, as well as special arrange-
ments that combine elements of both styles. Don’t 
miss this very special concert event that’s sure to be 
fun for everyone! Concerts on Carter Creek invites all 
to our sanctuary on SUN, MAY 15, at 5:00pm to hear 
“When Classical Meets Jazz” featuring GREG TIVIS 
(piano) and friends: JOSHUA HOLMES (clarinet), 
CHRIS HOLLAR (drums), MATT POWERS (bass), and 
HALEY BRUMBAUGH (soloist).  

FREE ADMISSION. 
LIVESTREAMED. 

RECEPTION FOLLOWS CONCERT.
--------------------- 

NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasClick ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer needs. While 

users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, MAY 15.  
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, May 18, and cover news from May 26 thru June 15. 

Submit your church news TODAY to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

FREE BOOKS 
for all ages! 

 

MAY 9 – MAY 17  
Indoor Patio 

First Presbyterian Church 
Bryan, Texas 

http://www.fpcbryan.org/
https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org


God’s Heavenly Template and Its Mirror Image: “My Kingdom Come on Earth” 
Revelation 7:9-17 May 08, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

Every three years on the third Sunday following 
Easter, the cyclical chart of suggested Scripture 
readings includes Revelation 7:9-17. In 2022, 
“Sunday three” following Easter is also Mother’s 
Day on the secular calendar in the United States. So, 
although the verses from Revelation 7 are unrelated 
to the United States’ observance of Mother’s Day, 
let’s see how we can connect the two as if they were 
adjacent pieces of a picture-puzzle. These verses 
from Revelation 7 offer a narrative-portrait of the 
end of time and of God’s ultimate victory when 
time and history are no more.  According to this 
vision, when God brings Creation and history to 
completion, the tears of every person are wiped 
away by God’s love, mercy, and grace. For the time 
being, on “this side” of death, though, what do we 
do? And why do we do whatever we do? Do we 
only twiddle our thumbs waiting for the day when 
God will wipe away all tears? Possibly. Some 
would argue that life day-to-day is only a time of 
waiting for the fullness of God’s appearing/ for 
God’s closing the stage- curtain of history – when 
real meaning will begin beyond this earth. Folks 
thinking this way seem to conclude that time and 
history and relationships have no primary 
“Kingdom of God value” in this life. They could be 
correct, unless there is an alternative interpretation 
of God wiping away every tear. I am recently 
convinced that such an alternative interpretation is 
essentially the interpretation in which both of my 
parents believed and invested their lives. My 
mother died in 2013, and entered into that sector of 
the universe where God – in God’s way – wipes 
away every tear. Many years before her death in 
2013, however, my mother lived a witness of the 
alternative interpretation of what some seem to 
believe – that the only meaningful wiping of tears 
occurs at the end of time. Given what I saw and 
heard observing my mother, by contrast, every 
person each day is important; and if their life-
situation was adverse and difficult, they were all the 
more important. I have recently been thinking about 
this: the interpretation (1) that God wipes away 
tears at the end of time and (2) the alternative 
interpretation that every person each day is to be 
valued and their challenges engaged respectfully, 
even when that engagement challenges us.  

What if this vision of the fullness of God’s 
Kingdom, victorious beyond suffering and death, is 

God’s blueprint of the blessed future? What if this 
is the description of God’s plan – where suffering 
and death are no more, and tears are wiped away? 
That’s how a blueprint is a planned drawing for 
reaching a goal, if a person can (or if we can) only 
get there. Yet perhaps this Biblical vision is more 
than a blueprint. What if it is a template – a pattern 
for today’s life-work? What if this vision – 
mentioned twice in Revelation and previously in 
Isaiah 25 – is a mirror image of God’s future AND 
is equally vital in real time and history TODAY? If, 
more than being a blueprint of “someday” in God’s 
ultimate plan after death and time and history, this 
vision is a template and a mirror image, then the 
vision is “actionable” today! It can happen, and 
every day this vision constitutes a compelling call 
for us both to consider and to invest ourselves into 
it as “a call.” It would be how we pattern our lives, 
because it’s a description of how God hopes we will 
live, and how God intends for us to live NOW 
following Jesus Christ. Wouldn’t it be, then, not 
how time and history and relationships become 
“perfect” in the here and now? But rather, wouldn’t 
it be how God’s desires all of the time are what 
count – now and in the future, not only when time 
and history end, and eternity is the only reality, but 
each moment before time and history end, right in 
the middle of real life each day? God’s desire all of 
the time is what counts all of the time! 

My mother was born in 1928. In 1948, before 
she was 21, she passed her Registered Nurse State 
Board exams and began working in a small town 
county hospital with maybe 24 patient beds. Raised 
a Southern Baptist, in 1950 she joined the 
Presbyterian Church. In 1956, when she was 28, she 
identified politically as a Republican. Those were 
her “participation labels.” We all have 
“participation labels,” and those may vary through 
the years of our lives. My mother was no activist, 
as such; but some may have seen the 1954 movie, 
“White Christmas,” wherein Rosemary Clooney 
and Vera-Ellen sing Irving Berlin’s song with the 
lyrics, “Sisters. Sisters. Lord help the mister who 
comes between me and my sister.” Well, Lord help 
the doctor, family member, friend, pastor, hospital 
administrator or board member, or insurance 
company who came between my mother-the-nurse 
and the best interests of her patient. Today, we 
could add to that list about her, “Lord help the 



elected official or non-elected official, the policy 
advocate or religious zealot, including a religious 
judge who thought of coming between her and the 
best interests of her patient” for a full range of 
medical services, regardless of the patient’s 
“participation labels” – whether Protestant or 
Catholic, Christian or non-Christian, religious or 
non-religious, Democrat or Republican, 
Independent or non-political, heterosexual or 
homosexual, up-standing citizen or convicted felon, 
younger or older. Equal access to quality care which 
included a full range of services was her focus. In 
1960, when she was 32, she began teaching young 
women and men who hoped to become licensed 
vocational nurses. They were Caucasian, Hispanic, 
and African-American. “Lord help the person who 
came between my mother and the health care 
education of those students.” For her, there was no 
distinction of race, ethnicity, gender, or income 
level. All were entitled to the same education 
opportunities and the same occupational 
opportunities, which, in health care, included being 
those who wipe tears from the faces of God’s 
people. It is not that my mother did not follow the 
“chain of authority” and the medical orders given 
by physicians. She did; but she was never shy, 
NEVER shy about stating her opinion in private to 
a doctor who, in her opinion, was not considering 
all the factors on the table for the patient before 
making decisions as part of a treatment plan; and in 
that community, all six of the primary care doctors 
knew that she considered the nursing team at the 
hospital to be front-line care-givers with more 
moral and ethical allegiance primarily to the well-
being of the patients than to anyone else. 

What shaped my mother to be who she was? Her 
anti-establishment leanings came from the 
historical roots of her Baptist tradition. Her sense 
that institutions ought to function well for the 
protection and best interest of every individual – 
majority or minority, conformist or dissenter – 
came from her adopted Presbyterian roots. My 
mother never thought it was a good use of time or 
God’s gifts to steer clear of our own terror while we 
stay close to our various comfort zones. Three times 
from 1972 to 1978 she called me and “suggested” 
that I visit three different people in the hospital.  All 
three were mortally ill. One, with lung cancer, was 
the husband of my 9th grade English teacher. One 
was the five-year old son of one of my dad’s best 
friends, who was at MD Anderson during a battle 
with leukemia. One was my then-retired 8th grade 

science teacher who was at Houston Methodist with 
ALS. I was 19 years old on that first visit and 23 
years old on the other two. All three died within 
four months of my visiting them. I was terrified 
visiting my English teacher’s husband and the five 
year old. I was immensely sad visiting my 8th grade 
science teacher.  On this side of death – whether life 
is thriving or is sadly and agonizingly slipping 
away, showing up for one another respectfully is 
one way we practice working toward God’s 
template and God’s mirror image of wiping away 
tears from each person’s face, even though we may 
never actually reach toward another’s face to dry a 
tear. Showing up respectfully in person. Praying 
from a distance. Speaking forth with advocacy. 
Leaning into the terror of helplessness or feelings of 
inadequacy when people or points of view 
intimidate us and when the threat or peril of 
suffering and death loom near. 

My mother from a small town expected and 
modeled respect for all, advocacy for all, and 
leaning into what intimidates and seeks to turn us 
back from serving with equal care and support. 
Affixed with a magnet to her refrigerator door for 
many years was a copy of George Matheson’s 
poem, which we are about to sing: “O Love, That 
Wilt Not Let Me Go.” I guess it’s what you sing if 
you are convinced that, sometime in “the great by-
and-by,” God will wipe away every tear from our 
eyes, and when you also believe that, for now, God 
desires and expects that we will respectfully share 
in that tear-wiping, advocacy practicing, and deeply 
respectful caring among others in the here-and-
now; because Scripture holds up for us the template 
and mirror image of Jesus Christ – for us and for 
everyone. Why else do you think Jesus would teach 
disciples to pray to God, “Your kingdom come on 
earth, as it is in heaven”? The simple answer in life 
– which is neither simple nor easy – is this: God’s 
template and mirror-image communicate to us what 
God desired for Jesus to communicate – “My 
kingdom come on earth, as it is in heaven.” That 
will always include tear-wiping, advocacy 
practicing, and deeply respectful caring, even when 
fear of suffering and death and pressure from a 
majority or a minority opinion exert an pressured 
influence. It’s why my mother had the words to this 
hymn magnet-held on her refrigerator door: “O 
Love, that wilt not let me go” – and who will not let 
anyone else go either.  

 – All honor and praise be to God.  
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